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We may address God as we 
would a dear friend to whom 

we owed a great deal.  

 

Catherine McAuley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In recent weeks there have been many articles and commentaries about a few 

schools that do not have the best relationships between some teachers and 

some parents. Sadly these relationships have been so strained that legal people 

have been involved and defamation and harassment payouts have occurred. I 

am always proud to be part of our wonderful McAuley school community where 

the relationship between teachers and parents has been cordial and civil and 

underpinning a great community spirit. 

In saying this I do note some rules of the road to keep it like that. 

Whilst lines of communication between school and home must always remain 

open, students may often relay a concerning story about school to the home 

front that is not necessarily the whole truth. Some children often think that 

Mum and Dad believe they are perfect (maybe grandparents have told them 

that!) and make no mistakes, so sadly embellish the story to consolidate that 

fact and absolve themselves of any guilt in such situations!! As principal 

I  "recommend" that any school issues of concern are "checked out" for the 

whole truth before a home judgement is made and if needed a call is made to 

clarify or remedy the situation. I always encourage open and honest           

communication. No raised voices! Parenting and teaching are not easy jobs so 

we must preserve the dignity of both species! 

Like adults, children often make behaviour mistakes and it is important in 

solving such issues we allow them to have the occasional stumble, remember 

all the good things they have done, not be quick to blame others, and we move 

on.  Something about bees and honey and vinegar! 

"The attitude you have as an adult is what your children will learn from, more 

than what you tell them". Henson 

 

Michael Croke 
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Welcome back to Term 2! I hope everyone had a restful break.  With Easter and ANZAC Day in our holidays, it was a time filled with 
many opportunities for reflection.  It was a time, which could only heighten our awareness, of the sacrifices others have made so we 
can be who we are today. Please join us as we celebrate the culmination of these sacrifices with our Easter Celebrations this Thursday 
with Mass in the Church.  We would love you to join us. 

Peer Support Training: Congratulations to our Year 6 students who undertook Peer Support Training during the last week of last term.  
This program will be running throughout this term, and all students in the school will be involved.  Most Tuesday afternoons this term 
students will gather in small groups, led by our Year 6 students, to work through developing personal resilience when dealing with 
issues such as bullying, as well as working on strategies for team building. We look forward to beginning our Peer Support sessions 
next week. 

Arriving at School:  This term we have taken the step of adding an extra teacher to our Morning Duty supervision roster.  This teacher 
will be working near the Hill St entrance to ensure that students enter the school safely and parents are supported when separating 
from their children.  We take the safety of our students very seriously at McAuley and we have also become concerned at how early 
some students arrive at school.  From this week, our main gate will not be opened until 8.15am when the first bus arrives. Our   
student supervision does not then commence until 8.35am. There are no adults in the playground until this time.  We understand 
that parents often find it difficult with work commitments to keep children at home until this time, but with our new Before School 
Care on the premises, students can be looked after from very early in the morning.  This service is also available after school. It is a 
very inexpensive service, and provides both entertainment and safety for students when parents find it difficult to work around school 
hours.  This can be used on either a regular or casual basis.  If you need to drop children off early, or collect children later, please    
investigate this option for the safety of our children. More information on this service is available in this newsletter.  

Easter Celebrations:  If you have a little time, it would be wonderful for you to join us this Thursday, 2nd May for our Easter             
Celebrations.  We start with Mass then flow into Easter Hat making in the classroom before our Hat parade.  We would love you to 
join us for some or all of our celebrations.  Further details are given later in this newsletter. 

NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and Year 5:  In Week 3 of this term (May 13-16), our students in Year 3 and Year 5 will sit for the annual 
NAPLAN testing.  Most of this will be done online for the first time this year.  The recent trials we completed went well and we were 
able to work out the few glitches we had.  All Year 5 testing (Reading, Mathematics, Language Conventions and Writing) will be done 
online, while the Year 3 students will have all but the Writing online. There is an information brochure for parents available, which has 
further explanation of this process.  This can be accessed at https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-
library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?
sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018 

Athletics Carnival: With our Year 2-6 Carnival now finished, we look forward to the Kindergarten and Year 1 Athletics’ Carnival, which 
will be held at James Sheahan on Friday 17th May (end of Week 3).  Parents, friends and family members are very welcome to join 
Kinder and Year 1 for this very special Carnival. 

ICAS Tests: Children will once again be invited to take part in the Mathematics and English ICAS tests this year. A note will be sent out 
next week asking children to nominate and pay for these tests if they wish to take part. 

 

Wishing you a great week, 

Robyn Petty 
Assistant Principal 

 

https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018


Easter Celebration Day                         

We invite families to join us this Thursday 2nd May to celebrate the most      
important event in our Church year...Easter! 
 
 

9:25am  Year 4 to present the Resurrection, followed by the Easter Mass in St 
Joseph’s Church. 
 

10:30am  Easter hat making in all classrooms K-6 (materials will be provided by the school and 
families are welcome to assist in the classrooms during this time). 
 

11:30am  Students to go out to the playground for recess (families can either join their children 
on the playground or have a cup of tea in the hall while they wait for the parade. 
 

12pm - Hat parade in Kenna Hall. 
 

 First Holy Communion  

On Wednesday 8th May, parents of children wishing for their child to receive the 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion must attend the Parent Meeting in Kenna 
Hall at either 9.30am or 7.00pm. First Holy Communion will be celebrated on the 
weekend of 22/23 June. 

 
 

Mother’s Day 

We will celebrate Mother’s Day together on Friday 10th May with a     
Liturgy in the Church at 10:30am. Kindergarten will prepare the liturgy 
and all families, particularly mothers, grandmothers and those who 
care for our children as a mother does are invited to join us. The       
Liturgy will be followed by a cup of tea and a plant sale on the        
playground. This will be recess time for the children so families are 
welcome to join their children on the playground. 

 

 

Camille Da Silva Tavares 

Religious Education Coordinator 



SPORT 
 
We would  like to Congratulate Knox Gibson and Riley Allen for their outstanding 

achievements at the State Swimming Titles as part of the Polding Team. 

Knox qualified for the NSW team which will compete in Melbourne later on in the 

year. 

Riley finished 2nd in the 13 years 50 metres freestyle.  If Riley was in the 12 year 

or under event, he would also have qualified for Melbourne.  Unfortunately 13 

year old events at State level are not a primary event and come under the       

secondary school category. 

A wonderful achievement by both boys.  The school is extremely proud of not  

only their achievements but also their behaviour, attitude and hard work that 

they put into their swimming.   

Scott Hudson 
Primary Coordinator 
 

 

CITY OF ORANGE EISTEDDFOD 
 

Have you recently written a speech, recited a poem, played an instrument, 
sang, danced, participated in a class play?  

Do you enjoy performing? 

 
Take a look at www.orangeisteddfod.com.au and think about showcasing your 

talent. There are plenty of options available for groups and individuals. 

It’s not just for competitors entered by teachers or schools. Anyone can enter 
online at www.stardom.com.au  

ENTRIES CLOSE 2
nd

 JUNE 2019 

 
For further info, please contact Anna 0448 441 556  

or Meredie 0427 627 916 

http://www.orangeisteddfod.com.au
http://www.stardom.com.au


 

  May 6 & May 13  



 
 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 

Casual Booking $15.00 

*Nutritional breakfast included 

 

After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 

Casual booking $26 

*Afternoon tea provided which includes           

seasonal fruit and a snack. 

Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 

For further information and to receive a booking pack  

Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

 

REMINDER FOR TERM 2 

SCHOOL GATES WILL NOT BE OPENED UNTIL 

8:15AM.  IF YOU NEED TO LEAVE YOUR CHILD AT 

AN EARLIER TIME, PLEASE CONSIDER USING  

OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL CARE. 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Freya Bryant, Angela 

Gormly, Koda Ryan, Caiden Hoy, Amber Jackson, James Weston, Harper Corby, Harlow Corby, 

Iona Qumivutia, Oscar Gardner, Patrick May and Evie Tyack 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2019 

In the interest of giving parents as much notice as possible, 

Term 2 

Week 6 - Friday 7th June (Queens Birthday long 

                                             weekend) 

Term 3 

Week 1 - Monday 22nd July 

Day 9:30am 10:30am 11:30am 

Monday - - Heidi Gardiner 

Tuesday - - - 

Wednesday - - Kylie Vial 

Thursday - Muffy Gersbach Alfina Meade 

Friday Anna Edwards Libby Johnson/Penny Smith Natasha Harvey (casual) 

Monday 6th May to Friday 10th May 2019 

Celebrating Birthdays at School:  We ask that you please call the office if you would like to send in        

cupcakes for your child to share with their class on their birthday.  This is so that teachers are aware that 

cakes will be coming in and they can then schedule a time to celebrate with the class.  Please note no 

chocolates or lollies are allowed.  Please write ingredients (if home baked) on a piece of paper and attach 

to the container.  This is to avoid a child receiving food that they may be allergic to eg. Almond meal or 

nuts.  Thank you for your understanding. 



Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary 

90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

Interesting Fact of the Week 

Concrete cannot be recycled. 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 5:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 5:00pm 

Thursday 2nd May 

Easter Celebration Mass 9:30am 

David Peachey/Richardson Shield 

Friday 3rd May 

Polding Winter Trials - Tamworth 

Monday 6th May 

School Tours (new parents in 2020) 9:30am - 10:30am 

Tuesday 7th May 

Primary Cross Country 

Wednesday 8th May 

1st Holy Communion Parent Meeting 9:30am or 7:00pm 

Kenna Hall 

Thursday 9th May 

Year 2 Grade Mass 9:30am 

Friday 10th May 

Mother’s Day Cuppa - 7:30am 

Mother’s Day Liturgy 10:00am 

Thursday 16th May 

Parent Night/Teacher Social Evening - Parkview Hotel 

6:30pm 

Friday 9th August 

McAuley Trivia Night 

Dear Parents, 

From the commencement of Term 

2, I do ask that no student arrives at 

school before 8:15am. This is the 

time when the school gates will be 

unlocked to allow student entry.         

Supervision of students commences 

at 8:35am.  If parents do need to 

have students at school at an earlier 

time I suggest contacting the       

Centacare Before School program.  

OSHC - 0439 631 686 

With thanks, 

Michael Croke 


