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This is our second last newsletter for the year and I do want to take this
opportunity to thank all the staff of McAuley at every level for their
wonderful efforts in 2021, especially around all the Covid restraints and
restrictions which have had a profound effect on the running of the school.
We look forward to 2022. There is much discussion at the moment about the
teaching profession and the increased workload and of course remuneration.
I would simply say that even in Orange (a well sought after country
destination) and the McAuley setting, it is getter harder and harder to get
staff in permanent, temporary or casual positions. The application tree is
drying up very quickly. There are less and less people joining the profession
so it is important we look after and affirm the outstanding teachers we have
at 90 Hill St. Our wonderful parent body does that so we thank you.
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"Teaching is the profession that teaches all the other professions".

Michael Croke

Be slow to censure, and slower still to
condemn.
Catherine McAuley
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Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Be Respectful
Be
Responsible
Be Safe
SPB4L Focus: We Are Responsible. This week we are looking at our school rule ‘We Are Responsible’.
Being Responsible helps us to look after our environment, ourselves and other people. Throughout this week we
will look at what “Being Responsible” looks like in action, sounds like and feels like. Being Responsible is also
understanding the effect our words and our actions have on other people, and reflecting on these. This week
let’s see if we can become more aware when making choices so we can show Responsibility.

Important points for students:
→ We can be Responsible:
*in the classroom,
*on the playground,
*in the school building
*in the environment.
→ When we show responsibility, we keep ourselves and others safe.

→ By being Responsible, we can look after everyone at school, as well as our school
environment.
→ Being Responsible means making wise choices getting to and from school, especially following road rules,
when we are getting on and off buses and when we are around cars.

Life Education Van: It has been a very different experience with the Life Education Van lessons this year,
as we are experiencing a ‘virtual’ Life Education visit instead of having the Van come to McAuley. Each class has
been booked in for their lesson with Healthy Harold, which is being conducted via Zoom! These lessons, which
have been running for the past week finish today and are held in the children’s classrooms. It has been quite an
adventure visiting with Harold using the life Education Interactive Centre! A big thank you to Mrs Cain for
helping with all things technical throughout this week!

Absentee Notes: Please make sure that all outstanding absenteeism notes are either recorded on
Compass or sent into school with explanations for each day that children are away from school by the end of
next week (Friday 10th December).

End of Year Celebrations: Once again this year our End of Year celebrations have been impacted by
Covid restrictions, but in true McAuley style, we have come up with ways to still make these very special for
our students. Our Year 6 will celebrate the end of their Primary Years with a Mass for each class, followed by a
gathering of all Year 6 in Kenna Hall next Tuesday, 7th December. Although seating will be limited, each Year 6
child will be able to invite several people who are special to them to their Mass. Details will be sent out to all
Year 6 students with numbers, times etc. The Year 6 classes will then join together in Kenna Hall after Mass for
more end of year activities. Current Covid restrictions will stop us from having our End of Year Mass, but Mrs
Church is organising a beautiful Liturgy that will take place in all classrooms on Wednesday at 10.30am. We
will also have an end of year Assembly for Year 5 & 6 only, to announce Captains and Prefects for 2022, as well
also give out the McAuley Awards, which were delayed due to Covid restrictions. We will do our best to
celebrate all the wonderful achievements of 2021 and let our students know how proud of them we are!

Grade Celebration (Rewards) Days: Our Grades are now looking forward to celebrating their
achievements this year with their Grade Celebration or Rewards Day. Unfortunately, we are unable to take our
students many places, so instead, most of us will have fun here at school! Full details of what each grade will
do will be sent home later this week as these celebrations will take place next week. We have many students
who work very hard throughout the year and continually follow our school rules. These days are a great way
of us being able to say ‘thank you’ to these students for their cooperation and leadership. Unfortunately,
some students choose not to follow school rules at times, and this can have a negative impact on others. For
students who don’t follow school rules and show a lack of regard for others, they may not be able to attend
these celebrations. Parents of students not considered eligible to join the Grade Celebration Day will receive a
phone call from their class teacher.

Lost Property: Could you please do a stocktake of uniform items that belong to your family, and if you
are missing any items, please come to school and have a look at the multitude of items we have in Lost
Property! These items do not have names on them, or have names of children who have left and handed down
their clothing. All items that are in lost property have been put on display on tables in the Library. As children
come and go through the Library, they are being asked to look to see if they own any items. Many items have
now found their owners, however there are still over an estimated $2000 worth of items to be collected.
Please remind you children to look for any items you know are here somewhere at school. Hopefully we will
have empty tables by the end of next week! Any clothing left unclaimed at the end of the School year will be
donated to the Clothing Pool.

End of Year Reports:

End of Year Reports will be available on Compass this Friday afternoon (3 rd
December). Please log onto Compass to view these reports. A message will be sent after they have been
uploaded, so you will know when they are ready. It seems that each time in the past year although the
Reports have been ready to go, we have ‘hit the button’ to upload and something beyond our control has
happened and we have been delayed! Let’s hope this time will be a smooth operation and technology will be
on our side!!

Thank you, Thank you, THANK YOU! It has been a huge year, and we have had to sacrifice so
much of what we love at McAuley, especially our parent interactions. Thank you for working with us under
often very difficult circumstances, to give your children and our school the best opportunities to provide
safe, secure and continuous education. If this year has taught us anything, it is that we are able to adapt and
continue, as long as we have the support of our school community. We are all very grateful for the extra
effort families have put into supporting our educational efforts this year. Our students have continued to
thrive academically, socially and physically, and have learned some wonderful lessons on resilience and
adaptability! Hopefully it will be ‘third time lucky’ and next year will be a much easier year for all and we can
return to a new normal.

Wishing you a great week,
Robyn Petty

Please remember that children need to wear their hats during Recess and
Lunch time

From the Religious Education Coordinator
The Season of Advent - Prepare the Way of the Lord!
Advent is the start of the Christian year and a time of great celebration. Advent is the 25 days, or four
Sundays, before Christmas. Advent is a time of waiting and preparing for the birth of Christ at Christmas.
The first purple candle, the Prophets Candle, was lit on Sunday. During the season of Advent, take time
each day to pray and reflect on the peace and joy in your life.
Advent Family Prayer
God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.
He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,
As we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.
Amen.

St Vincent De Paul Christmas Hampers
A huge thank you to all families who have donated so generously to our Christmas Hamper appeal.
Members from the Orange St Vincent De Paul Society will be here next week to collect the donations
that have been made with all items being given to those in our local community who are in need of help
and support this Christmas. Thank you to Mrs Kate Wright and the Mini Vinnies team for organising and
supporting this initiative in our school.

Year 5 Leadership Retreat
It was a pleasure to gather with the Year 5 students on Friday for their Leadership Retreat. The students
showed great insights into what it means to be a leader and we identified that Jesus is the greatest role
model for leadership we have. I look forward to our Year 5 students leading our school next year.

End of Year Celebrations
Preparations are beginning for our end of year celebrations with the students. Unfortunately due to Covid
Restrictions we are unable to have parents at our End of Year Mass and Liturgy and Final Assembly. Parents and
families of our Year 6 students will be able to attend the Year 6 Farewell Liturgies. Thank you to parents and
families for their understanding and we hope that in 2022 we can throw the doors open and welcome you back
to our McAuley events.

End of Year Celebration Dates
7th December - Year 6 Farewell Liturgies and Celebration Day
8th December - End of Year Mass for Year 6 and Grade Liturgies
10th December - End of Year Assembly
Have a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

Mini Vinnies - Rainbow Day
Thank you so much to all of the students and staff who got behind our Mini
Vinnies fundraiser for the students in Fiji. These children are in
poverty-stricken areas and rely on our support to be able to attend school.
We raised $800!!!!
A wonderful, generous effort from all. We hope you are the rainbow in
someone’s day!

Year 5 Leadership and Retreat Day

MERIT AWARDS - Wk5 Term 4
Maleah Desmond

Grace Diduszko

Charley Shirvington

Loti Brodrick

Aidan O’Donnell

Anabelle Hamilton

Zac Delaney

Macy Eyles

Axel Stewart

Thomas Dellow

Edie Short

Kaleah Norton

Landon Crosariol

Mason Dukes

Cooper Schuberth

Sienna Palmer

Ava Keevil

Arabella Chanoff

Jemima Fox

Jimmy Li

Blake Gavin

Toby Barrett

Ella Brayshaw

Bo Brodrick

Leah Turner

Elsie Vial

Toby Dover

Digby Luelf

Allira Ralph

Jake Quarmby

Lewis Vaughn

Percy Johnson

Lilly Fieldus

Jessica Adamson

Emilie Turner

Lacey Wasil

Molly Wolf

Klay Oliver-Roach

Cooper Judge

Taylah Newman

Belvia Bryant

Matilda Spicer

Zoe Taberner

Hans Pangilinan

Ronan O’Donnell

Annabel Dunn

Jaimie Sijo

Tom French

Sienna Murray

Jaxon Dobson

Levi Zinga

Annabelle Griffiths

Layla Fraser

Charlie Downey

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week: Macy Maric, Isla
Marsh, Sam Garvin, Ellie Munday, Henry Crump, Lachlan Gander and Elijah Evans.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class.

Monday 13th December
Year 6 Burrendong Excursion
Wednesday 15th December
Last Day of School for Students
Monday 31st January 2022
1st Day of School for Students in Year 1 - Year 6

Interesting Fact of the
Week
‘Jingle Bells’ was the first song
played in space.

Tuesday 1st February 2022
1st Day of School for Students in Kindergarten

CASUAL EDUCATORS NEEDED
We are looking for Casual Educators to work in our Orange OSHC
Services - Before School Care, After School Care and Vacation Care
programs. Paid Working with Children Check required.
First Aid in an Education and Care Setting Certificate and an Approved
Child Protection Certificate preferred but not essential. Flexible work
hours.
Email: oshc@centacarebathurst or call Amy on 0438 248 551 for a
position description or more information.
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