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I welcome everybody to the school year 2022, especially those
who are joining the McAuley family for the first time. I trust your
journey and association with the school is a happy and productive
one. I thank all parents and family members (and staff) who have
made the start of the year such a smooth event. In a large school
such as McAuley, this needs a lot of preparation and I did have to
remind some staff that school did not resume mid January as most
were here at that time getting ready and prepared for the arrival of
students. We are fortunate to be a school that is staffed by such
dedicated and committed teachers who are very aware that in
connection with parents, they can have a great effect on the lives
and wellbeing of their students.
Unfortunately most large school events must still remain parent
free, which is a government and Education Office rule. This
month that includes the Opening Mass and the Parent Welcome
barbecue. We hope and pray that the COVID restrictions (and
COVID) ceases very quickly and normal parent school
community events can be recommenced.
Michael Croke
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See how quietly the great God does all
His mighty works. Darkness is spread
over us at night and light returns in
the morning, and there is no noise of
closing shutters or drawing.

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Welcome back to School as we begin 2022! Let’s hope and pray that this year will be much more ‘normal’
than the last two years! Even though we have begun the year under Covid restrictions, it is wonderful that we are
all back at school again. Seeing the delight of students catching up with their friends and enjoying being in each
other’s company has been so lovely, and I can’t believe how much they have all grown over the holidays!
Yesterday it was wonderful to welcome our new Kinders to the beginning of their educational journey here at
McAuley. They were so settled and happy, and so eager to learn! Our Covid restrictions have once again stopped
us from having parents here at school for the present, but we hope it won’t be too long before we can have our
school community all together again on site.
This year we have two new Staff members whom we also welcome. Mrs Leila Agresta comes to us from Windsor
and is teaching Year 3 this year. Leila and her family have made the ‘tree change’ and we welcome them to
Orange. Miss Ashleigh Van Kemenade returns to McAuley from Canberra. Ashleigh has been both a student and
student teacher at McAuley (and St Josephs!) and this year is teaching Year 6. Our Executive Staff have also
grown this year. Mrs Shannon Cain has accepted the position of Literacy Coordinator this year, and we look
forward to Shannon’s guidance as we introduce new concepts and syllabi to the Infants classrooms. Mrs Brooke
Church will be working 4 days a week this year, so Mrs Anne Mulligan will step into the REC role with
Brooke. We welcome Anne to this role, one she is very well equipped for, with her strong background in
Liturgical ministries.

Focus of the Week: We are Safe and Responsible When we Arrive and Leave the School Grounds.
This week our focus is on safely arriving and leaving school. With the excitement
of the beginning of the school year, students often forget the small things that
help to keep them safe and happy getting to and from McAuley. As parents, we
ask you to work together with us to remind students of basic rules to protect
them. In the morning, our Hill St gate opens at 8:15am for students who need to
be at school a little early. If students arrive between 8:15am and 8:35am, we ask
that they move to the Kinder/Year 1 eating area and wait there until teachers
begin duty at 8:35am. This is very important as students are not supervised
before this time. When students are leaving in the afternoon is also a time when
we are very aware of student safety. Students leaving with parents or carers need to remain in supervised areas
until they are collected, and those catching buses must be cautious. We encourage students to be responsible in
their actions, especially at these times and ask your support to help us keep your children safe.

Parent Information Booklet: As we are still very limited in our ability to interact with parents, we will be
sending out a Parent Information Booklet with an overview of the main areas where you may have questions
about the school. It is not detailed, but gives a brief overview of each of the key areas that help our school to
function effectively. Please look through it and put it in a place where you can refer to it if questions arise.

Protected Learning Time: The time we have with your children is very precious, and we aim to offer them
the best opportunity for learning by having an uninterrupted two-hour block from 9:00am-11:00am. Please
consider this time when making appointments for doctors, dentists, etc. Please make these appointments
outside of these two hours if at all possible. We are conscious of not interrupting teachers and classes during
this time.

School Drop Off and Pick Up: As we are still under many restrictions to do with Covid, we are maintaining
the same procedures we put in place last year with regard to students entering and exiting the school
grounds. When dropping children off and picking them up, please remember safety and social distancing while
waiting. If at all possible, please do not stand on the road while waiting for students. We have very limited
room for parents, however, standing on the road is both unsafe and does not set a good example for little
children on safety. During this time of Covid, it is best to leave the school environment as soon as possible to
avoid problems with overcrowding and safety.
 Morning: Of a morning, only our front gate between the School and Kenna Hall will be opened from
8:15am, with the Byng St gate opening at the start of Playground duty at 8:35am. Students only will be
permitted on the school grounds.
 Afternoon: We ask that if you are picking your child up, please help us to follow the Government
regulations on Social Distancing while waiting for your children, and then leaving the school
environment quickly to avoid unsafe practices and breaking Covid rules and regulations.
 Afternoon Pick Up: Of an afternoon, students not going on buses will leave via the Hill St exit or the
Byng St exit. Children will wait to be collected inside the gates. Parents/carers come through one gate, your
child will come out to meet you, then exit through the other gate. Even though many children are very
responsible, please do not call your child outside, but rather come in to meet them. If collecting from
Byng St and you have difficulty doing this (baby in the car, disabled), please let us know and we will walk
your child to the car. This is for the safety of all.
 Hill St Afternoon Duty: Please enter through the double gates and exit through the single
gate. Afternoon duty at Hill St Pick up finishes at 3:20pm. At this time the Hill St gate will be closed and
teachers will take any children still waiting for parents/carers up to the Bus lines in Hill St for supervision
while they wait to be picked up.
 Byng Street Afternoon Duty: Please enter through the top gate near the OSHC entrance and exit
through the lower gate. Afternoon duty at Byng St finishes at 3:30pm. At this time, the Byng St gates will
be closed and teachers will take any children who are still waiting for parents/carers over to the Hill St Bus
Lines for supervision while they wait to be picked up.
 Walkers: Those walking are asked to do so through the gate next to the bus lines in Hill St. If you feel
your child needs to leave through the Byng St gate, please send a note to your child’s teacher explaining
this.

School Uniform: As we settle into Term 1, we are making the students aware of the correct
uniform. Children are expected to be attired in the correct unform each day of the school year and
present themselves in line with the school dress policy. This identifies what is and is not acceptable to
wear to school. The Policy will be published in full in the Parent Handbook, but in essence, requires
students to wear the identified school uniform items and not more ‘trendy’ versions.
 Socks must be either plain grey for boys or white for girls.
 No brand names are acceptable.
 Hairstyles must be neat and tidy, with no extreme styles such as patterns, colours or be less than
a ‘two’ cut. Hair that is below the shoulders needs to be tied back for both girls and boys so children
can see clearly.
 Hair accessories can include hairbands, ‘scrunchies’ or ribbons in blue, pink, maroon or white.
 Please keep nail polish and decorative hair ornaments for weekends.
 Jewelry is also very limited, this is due to safety concerns and the cost if items are lost. Please do
not wear bracelets, bangles, necklaces or anklets. A religious chain, one set of sleeper or stud
earrings, a watch and/or one small ring may be worn.
During Terms 1 and 4 students also need to wear a school hat while they are in the playground. This is
for sun protection and is an important part of the uniform. Without at hat, students have to remain in a
shaded area and play is very limited.

School Swimming Carnival: We will hold our annual Swimming Carnival next Wednesday, 9

th

February. Once again, Covid restrictions will be in effect. Therefore, only those students who have
nominated for the various competitive events will actually go down to the pool, while the rest of the
school will remain and complete class activities. A special ‘thank you’ to Mr Hudson and Ms Covelli for
all the background work they are putting into making sure our carnival operates smoothly. Covid
restrictions will allow for parents to attend the pool and cheer on their children, but they must remain on
the other side of the pool to the stands (on the grassed area). For more specific information please see
the notes that will go home with the participants.

“No Hat, No Play!” Just a reminder that our school rule is, “no hat, no play”. This is both to keep us
safe, but also to teach the students the importance of sun safety and making sure they play safely in the
sun. Although we don’t experience extreme heat in Orange, we are very susceptible to the sun’s damage
on our skin. Please discuss the need for sun protection with your children, and help them to understand
that wearing a hat is a good beginning to keeping safe in the sun.

Arriving Late: It is hard to get back into school routine after such a long break, but please remember
that it is an expectation at McAuley that students will arrive at school before the first bell at
8:55am. Supervision in the playground commences at 8:35am, with students arriving at school prior to
this time expected to move to the seating area outside the Staffroom and remain seated until
supervision begins. If students arrive after the bell to commence classes, they will need to go to the
Office to be signed in and marked present, as all school gates will be locked at 9:00am each morning.
Please be respectful of the limited time we have with your children, and our need to make the most of
the time we have with them by making sure they are at school in time for the bell.
Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

From the Religious Education Coordinator
Welcome back to school for 2022. It has been so lovely to see faces new and familiar at Catherine McAuley
over the last couple of days. I especially welcome new families to our school community. I look forward to
leading our school community in educating your children about the love God shows us through Jesus and
celebrating our Religious Celebrations this year.
All classes this week have been learning about Catherine McAuley, the Patron of our school. The charism of
Catherine McAuley permeates our school, as her care, love and passion for justice are very much alive and
well in our school community here in Orange.
With Covid restrictions still in place families aren’t able to join us for our Religious Celebrations. I will be
working closely with Fr Greg to ensure students can attend Mass, Reconciliation and have visits from the
Priests.

Prayer for a New School Year
God of wisdom and might,
we praise you for
the wonder of our being,
for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children
as they begin a new school year.
Bless them and their families.
Give them strength and
grace as their bodies grow;
wisdom and knowledge to their minds
as they search for understanding;
and peace and zeal to their hearts.
Amen.

Feast of the Presentation and Blessing of School Candles
Tonight at the Parish Mass, St Joseph's Church 5:45pm, our school candles will be blessed. Our Year 6
Captains will represent the school at this Mass and staff will also attend.
Have a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

Band Program
The School Band will commence rehearsals next Friday, 11th February (Week 2). Students
are asked to bring their instruments and band books with them if they have them. The
Concert Band will meet in the Band room at 12:30pm and the Training Band at 2:10pm.
If you would like your child to join the program, please collect an information pack and
registration form from the office. Tutors from the Orange Regional Conservatorium will
be providing a demonstration next Wednesday to all current Year 3 students and any
interested Year 4 students.
Anne Allan

LIBRARY 2022
A big welcome to everyone to the Library for 2022. Here are
just a few things to remember this year.


Please remember your Library bags and books on your Library day. I have all
the Library bags here at school for Years 1-3 (kept at school from last year). If
you are in Years 4-6 please locate your bag (or any suitable bag) to borrow
with. Borrowing will commence next week for students Years 1-6 and in
Term 2 for Kindergarten.



All NEW STUDENTS (Years 1-6) plus KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS will
be issued with a new Library bag.



You are more than welcome to change your books at any time (not just during
Library lesson time). Just check with your teacher about a suitable time to pop
into the Library. Otherwise the library will be open at the second half of Lunch
every Tuesday and Friday.



Book Club catalogues will be distributed later in the term. We usually only
have one Book Club catalogue a term. This year all payments and orders must
be completed through the LOOP system. More on that at a later date.



There are lots of wonderful books in the Library- something for everyone. If
you are stuck for an idea of what to borrow please just ask me.



This year I am going to offer some books for parents to borrow - via their
children's library bag. There will be more on this later.



Below are the Library days for the classes.
MONDAY- IY, 3B, 5M, 6M
TUESDAY- 1M, 2B, 3M, 4B
WEDNESDAY- KM, 2Y, 5B, 6Y
THURSDAY- KB, 2M, 4M
FRIDAY- KY, 1B, 3Y, 5Y, 6B

Looking forward to a wonderful year ahead.

Catherine Garnon

Wednesday 9th February
Swimming Carnival Yr2 - Yr6 (participants only)

Interesting Fact of the
Week
Number 4 is the only one with the
same amount of letters
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