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Term 2 -Week 7 - 2nd June 2021

As the month of June has dawned upon us we can well and
truly say "but it only seemed yesterday we had our swimming
carnival". For your children and our students we have almost
reached the halfway mark of the school year. Indeed as
mentioned recently for the school executive and the school
administration the machinations of 2022 and especially
Kindergarten enrolments are in full swing. It is also this time
of the year that teachers write school reports which are then
followed by parent teacher interviews. More than anything
our school teaching staff endeavour to be thorough and
honest with their reporting (and parent discussion) and aim
to give a proper reflection of the progress of the student in all
areas especially academically and socially.

EXECUTIVE STAFF
Principal
Michael Croke
Assistant Principal
Robyn Petty
Religious Education Coordinator
Brooke Church
Numeracy Coordinator
Scott Hudson
Literacy Coordinator
Virginia Milliken

Catherine McAuley

Wherever a religious woman
presides, peace and good order are
generally to be found.
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Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

We Keep Ourselves Safe on
the bus by Respecting Others

Focus of the Week: This week we are reviewing our behaviour on the Bus. Whenever we are travelling on a
bus, we have to obey rules which keep us and others safe on the bus. From the time we move towards a bus to
get on, to after we exit from the bus, we need to be aware of how we are acting and if we are doing everything
we can to keep ourselves and others safe. Travelling on the bus can be fun, as we get to spend time with our
friends, but it can also be a difficult time if people don’t act safely.
Important points for students:


Stay behind the Yellow line when waiting for the bus.



Be careful and don’t push when getting on and off the bus.



Keep hands and feet to yourself on the bus



Be aware not to distract the bus driver by making very loud noises or calling out.



Speak and act nicely to others on the bus. Treat everyone with respect



If concerned, report your concern to the bus driver and sit near the front.



Everyone has the right to feel safe when travelling on a bus. Be aware of how your words and actions may
make others feel either safe or unsafe.



We are in our school uniform. Be proud of this and don’t do anything to disrespect our school.

Kindergarten Enrolments for 2022: This week we will start to send out our letters of acceptance for our Kinders
for 2022. It has been a long but lovely process interviewing these lovely little people. Hopefully this year we will
be able to run our Orientation program the same way we did before Covid, with our new Kinders coming in for
some time on three Fridays in Term 4, while our current Kinders are looked after by their buddies. Thank you
once again to our incredibly accommodating Kinder Teachers and Assistants who have welcomed us with great
hospitality every time I bring another family to look at the Kinder rooms. You always make us make us feel so
welcome when we visit. Applications for Kinder enrolments for 2022 have now officially closed, however if you
know of someone who is considering sending their children to McAuley, in Kinder 2022, ask them to contact the
school as soon as possible before all available spaces are taken. Further information is available on our school
number, 6361 3344.

Christmas Art Workshop: We would like to welcome and thank Mrs
Larissa Blake for her generous time and expertise in assisting our students
for the Christmas Art Competition over the past week. We look forward to
seeing the masterpieces of our students very soon.

Welcome Alan Tom!! We are so pleased to be able to have Year 10 Work Placement students visit us and
see the ‘otherside’ of the teaching profession. This week we welcome Alan Tom back to McAuley. Alan is
working with different classes throughout the school to gain a feel for what the teaching profession is
really about. Last week Archie Dunn joined us for Work Placement, and I think he gained quite a lot of
insight into why his parents both love being educators. Hopefully Alan will enjoy the experience as much
as Archie!
Reports: This Semester our Student Reports will be available from Friday, 18th June via Compass. Parent /
Teacher Interviews will be held the following week, starting on Monday 21st June.
Excursions: Tomorrow as part of their HSIE units, Year 2 will be heading off to Millthorpe for an excursion.
This should be both a lot of fun as well as educational! Each year we love to hear the excited chatter from
the students about what they saw and learned while in Millthorpe. Thank you to our Year 2 teachers for
organising this exciting experience for our children.
Prue McCarthy Visit to Year 5: Tomorrow our Year 5 students will have a visit from Prue McCarthy. Each
year the Year 5 students invite Ms Prue to join them and spend time looking at living with a disability.
Prue runs the program “Different on the Outside but Same on the Inside”. Using her own life experience
living with cerebral palsy, Prue designed this program for primary school aged children to introduce them
to different types of disability and some of the difficulties they live with. It’s also an opportunity to
interact with someone who has a disability and is confident enough to be able to answer questions about
her own life. We welcome Prue to McAuley and are grateful for all she is able to offer our students.
Musica Viva Concert: Each year as part of our music program, students study music from different
cultures and styles through the “Musica Viva” Program. This program helps students to look closely at
different instruments, musical styles and time periods, with professional artists then travelling to schools
to bring this study to life. We look forward to the Musica Viva team visiting next Wednesday for a
wonderful concert!
Pupil Free Day: A reminder that Friday of next week will be a Pupil Free Day (Friday 11 th June - Friday of
the Long Weekend). Please make other arrangements for your children on this day.

McAuley truly is a
great place to begin
your lifelong education!

Wishing you all a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

National Reconciliation Week - 27th May - 3rd June
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories,
cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in
Australia. The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates commemorate
two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High
Court Mabo decision respectively. Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all
Australians as we move forward, creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the
wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Prayer for Reconciliation
O God, Creator of all peoples, we thank you that you are found and worshipped in every land, in
dance and community, in suffering and peacemaking, in silence and singing and in the
faithfulness of your people.
We especially thank You for the gift of Your servant, Pope John Paul II, who came to our land over
twenty years ago and met with the first peoples of this country. We recall his challenges to us, and
commit ourselves to work together to become the Church that Jesus wants us to be, to be a Church
where Indigenous people are able to make their contribution to her life and where that contribution is
joyfully received by all.
Forgive us when we have failed to heed the Pope's call, when we tie our own hands through prejudice or
an ungenerous spirit. Lead us, together, to value our many traditions and to listen to the wisdom that we
can offer each other. Give us new hearts to be people of reconciliation in the spirit of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
Year 5 and Year 6 Christmas Art
Our Christmas Art Exhibition Team attended a workshop yesterday with Mrs Larissa
Blake, local Orange Artist. The students had a wonderful day learning about different
art techniques and creating and refining their own artworks for the Christmas Art
Competition. It was an invaluable experience for the team as they were able to
experiment with different mediums and were able to talk with Larissa individually
about their artwork. The students will attend another workshop with Larissa on
Monday 7th June.
Christmas Art Exhibition Team
Year 6 Artists -Mackenzie, Isabella,
Charlie, Julia, Natalie, Seth,
Domineque, Reese, Deron and Abbie
Rose
Year 5 Artists - Romey, Solomon, Taylah,
Matilda, Emily, Ava, Charles,
Eden, Aimee and Ruby

Priest Visit and Reconciliation
This week Year 5Y will attend Reconciliation in their classroom as St Joseph's
Church is closed while the remaining stained glass windows are removed for
restoration.
Term 2 Class Assemblies
Class assemblies have begun. We are so excited that parents and friends will be able to attend
assemblies. At this stage we ask that only parents and family from the presenting class attend the
assembly due to Covid regulations and social distancing. Please check the Term calendar
and weekly newsletter for the dates of class assemblies. We look forward to sharing and
celebrating the wonderful things happening in our school with our parents and friends.
Year 6 Confirmation Retreat
Tomorrow the Year 6 students will gather in the hall for their Confirmation retreat.
The students will be engaged in a day of prayer and reflection on the scriptures
and on the Sacrament of Confirmation. Students will also present the research
they have completed on their chosen saint. The day will be a celebration for all
students as they have finished their preparation for the Sacrament. The students
in Year 6 are asked to wear their sports uniform and a hot chips lunch will be
provided.

Have a peaceful week
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

Rise Youth Festival 2021
Registrations for RISE 2021 have opened. Deacon Josh Clayton has put together the following
information regarding Rise.
Where is RISE being held? St Stanislaus’ College, 220 Bentinck St Bathurst
What age is RISE aimed at? Year 6 through to Year 9.
Who will be there? Participants (Year 6- Year 9 students)
Youth Team (Year 10- Year 12 students)
Guests (Gen Bryant, Catholic Mission, Vinnies Youth team and other workshop facilitators)
Youth Ministers and Leadership Team (All adults will hold a current Working with Children Check.
There will be both males and females, and a security guard overnight)
“Everyone's welcome, wherever they are at in their faith journey.”- Parish Priest
What does the timetable look like for the days?
 Meeting new people and making friends from across the Diocese
 Keynote speakers
 Small group discussions and challenges
 Music, games and fun
 Choose which workshops you’d like to attend
 Opportunities for prayer, praise and worship and encountering Jesus
 A way for participants to continue to be formed pre/post Confirmation.
How do people register?
Click here https://forms.gle/1h6mY4oA5nr4ao4h7

KIDSLIT
Congratulations to our KidsLit team who did a great job
representing our school in the competition on Wednesday.
They worked well together answering 100 questions about
children’s literature and more importantly had a lot of fun. I
could hear a lot of laughter in between rounds. Well done
Luciano, Mackenzie, Jayden and Domineque. Try some
questions out yourself on the Kidslitquiz website.

https://www.kidslitquiz.com/home.php
Catherine Garnon
Librarian

CWA Public Speaking and Diocesan
Spelling Bee Success!
Last week eight marvellous students from
Catherine McAuley represented the school
in two separate events. Grace, Poppy,
Vaughn and Thomas at the CWA Public
Speaking competition in Orange and Ena,
Rosie (absent), Abel and Jayden in the
Diocesan Spelling Bee in Wellington.
All of the students represented our school
with pride and are to be congratulated on
their excellent preparation for the events. A
special thank you to the busy parents and
carers who travelled with their children to
compete in these events.
A special congratulations to Vaughn for
placing 2nd in the CWA Public Speaking
competition. He will now represent the
school at the 2021 CWA Inter Group Public
Speaking Competition, we wish him the
very best in this event.
Congratulations also to Ena for placing 3rd
in the Stage 2 Spelling Bee competition and
to Jayden for placing 4th in the Stage 3
Spelling Bee competition.
Once again well done to all of these
students.
Virginia Milliken
K-6 Literacy Coordinator

SOUTHERN REGION ATHLETICS
Students will be informed by Miss Campbell at the end of
Week 8 whether they have made it through to the
Southern Regional Athletics Carnival which will be held
at Blayney on the 23rd of July. If successful, students will
compete at Dubbo on the 13th of August. Please note
transport will be provided for the Southern Region
Carnival however parents will need to arrange transport
for their child to the Diocesan carnival at Dubbo.
Scott Hudson

Friday 11th June
Pupil Free Day (This is also the Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend)
and
Monday 12th July

Pupil Free Day (1st day of Term 3)

Dates and times for Reconciliation, rehearsal and First Holy
Communion for Term 2 2021
Term 2

Term 2

Group C

Group D

Parent information session:

Parent information session:

Reconciliation & rehearsal:

Reconciliation & rehearsal:

First Holy Communion:

First Holy Communion:

Thursday 22nd April, 2021
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the
Gathering Space.
Thursday 10th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church
at 4:30pm
Friday 11th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at
5:45pm
Saturday 12th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church
at 5:00pm
Sunday 13th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church
at 8:30am
Sunday 13th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at
10:00am

Thursday 22nd April, 2021
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the
Gathering Space.
Thursday 17th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church
at 4:30pm
Friday 18th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at
5:45pm
Saturday 19th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church
at 5:00pm
Sunday 20th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church
at 8:30am
Sunday 20th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at
10:00am

We will have 2 weekends in Term 2, where your child will be able to celebrate their Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion. Please have a look at the above dates and if you are able to commit to all 3
dates in your chosen group, please book in to the parent information day using the try booking
link below. The dates you must be able to commit to include:
1. The parent information session,
2. Reconciliation and rehearsal
3. First Holy Communion date.
At the parent information session you will be given details on how the Reconciliation and First Holy
Communion process will take place. You will also be given other details like how to book your
child’s Reconciliation and First Holy Communion Mass, what the candidates are to wear, and what
forms need to be completed, what documentation i.e. Baptism certificates need to be submitted.

What’s next:
Please go to

https://www.trybooking.com/BOYKL
You will be able to make a booking for the Parent information session you wish to attend.
This link will be open on 17th February.
I look forward to seeing you at the Parent information session.
Kind regards
Liss Ryan

Sacramental Coordinator

MERIT AWARDS - Wk6 Term 2
Gilbert Roth

Jervin Sijo

Dottie Johnson

Aidan O’Donnell

Sky Cowie-Keen

Jack Gander

Richard Francis

Zac Delaney

Jay Li

Franklin Boucher

Samuel Harris

Charlotte Shepherd

Lane Tyack

Jaxon Power

Layla Gardiner

Jackson Bayliss

Harry Vial

Isla Marsh

Johan Anil

Connor Peate

Koda Ryan

Samantha Halpin

Isaac Mullins

Jimmy Li

Rose Dellow

Maci Harvey

Chloe Gillespie

Hunter Dillon

Beau Biddle

Matilda Johnson

Oscar Logan

Cienna Taylor

Allira Ralph

Cynthia Palmer

Shikaina Siki

Elias Rivas

Lola Short

Judd Zinga

Josephine Cardiff

Joshua Harris

Coco Rowland

Molly Wolf

Ruby Hannan

Ruby Hilder

Ainsley Hogarth

Eden Lyons

Matilda Spicer

Solomon Russell

Cooper Eatell

James Weston

Jade Lewis

Jamie Sijo

Tom French

Billy Littlefield

Will Vial

Levi Zinga

Ella Rogers

Archie Budworth

Addison Gardiner

Georgie Wishart

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Austin Brooking,

Jackson Bayliss, Bradley Palmer, Lily Pourece, Archie Adamson, Rachel D’Ombrain and Ivy
Healey.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class.

Friday 4th June
4M Assembly 2:10pm

Thursday 10th June
Year 6 Parish Mass 9:30am
Friday 11th June
Pupil Free Day
Monday 14th June
Public Holiday
Thursday 17th June
Year 5 Parish Mass 9:30am
Friday 18th June
Assembly KY 2:10pm
Family Sausage Sizzle Lunch 1:30pm
School Reports Sent Home
Monday 21st June
Parent/Teacher interviews this week.
Friday 25th June
Last day for Term 2

Interesting Fact of the Week
An octopus can ooze through an opening
no bigger than its own eyeball.

Monday 12th July
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 13th July
Students commence Term 3
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