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I welcome everybody to the school year 2021, especially those
who are "brand new" to the McAuley family. I hope your journey
and association with the school is a happy and productive one.
The early days of any school year can often have a few speed
humps as all the pieces of the jigsaw fit into position especially
around the placement and settling of the students. I thank all
parents and family members (and staff) who have made the start
of the year such a smooth event. In a large school such as
McAuley, this needs a lot of preparation and I did have to remind
some staff that school did not resume mid January as most were
here at that time getting ready and prepared for the arrival of
students.
Sadly it still remains a source of frustration that all large school
events must still remain parent free, which is a government and
Education Office rule. This month that includes the school
Swimming Carnival, the Opening Mass and the Parent Welcome
barbecue. We hope and pray that the COVID restrictions (and
COVID) ceases very quickly and normal parent school
community events can be recommenced. We may consider many
barbecues and social events to make up lost time!
Michael Croke
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Every place has its own
particular ideas and feelings
which must be yielded to
when possible.
Catherine McAuley

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Welcome back to School as we begin 2021! Let’s hope and pray that this year will be as close to ‘normal’ as possible, and
free of many of the problems associated with the Covid pandemic! We have begun the year in a very positive way and it has
been wonderful catching up with many of our ‘old’ students again. They have all grown so much over the holidays! We
have also welcomed our new Kinders, and they are settling in beautifully to their new learning environment. We also
welcome back our Parents, Community members and our Staff. This year we have one brand new Staff member, Mrs
Virginia Milliken, who has come to us from the Newcastle/Maitland Diocese, and is our Literacy Coordinator and Year 3
teacher. We also welcome back Mrs Anne Mulligan to our Staff. It is wonderful to have Anne back with us, and this year
she will be teaching Year 6.
Focus of the Week: This week our focus is on safely arriving and leaving school.
With the excitement of the beginning of the school year, students often forget the
small things that help to keep them safe and happy getting to and from McAuley. As
parents, we ask you to work together with us to remind students of basic rules to
protect them. Our Hill St gate opens at 8.15 for students who need to be at school a
little early. If students arrive between 8.15 and 8.35. we ask that they move to the
Kinder/Year 1 eating area and wait there until teachers begin duty at 8.35am. This is
very important as students are not supervised before this time. When students are
leaving in the afternoon is also a time when we are very aware of student safety.
Students leaving with parents or carers need to remain in supervised areas until they
are collected, and those catching buses must be cautious. We encourage students to be
responsible in their actions, especially at these times and ask your support to help us
keep your children safe.
Parent Information Booklet: As we are still very limited in our ability to interact with parents, we will be sending out a
Parent Information Booklet with an overview of the main areas where you may have questions about the school. It is not
detailed, but gives a brief overview of each of the key areas that help our school to function effectively. Please look through
it and put it in a place where you can refer to it if questions arise.
Protected Learning Time: The time we have with your children is very precious, and we aim to offer them the best
opportunity for learning by having an uninterrupted two-hour block from 9am-11.00am. Please consider this time when
making appointments for doctors, dentists, etc. Please make these appointments outside of these two hours if at all possible.
We are conscious of not interrupting teachers and classes during this time.
School Uniform: As we settle into Term 1, we are making the students aware of the correct uniform. During Terms 1
and 4, students need to wear a hat while they are in the playground. Hats ar e an impor tant par t of the unifor m.
Without at hat, students have to remain in a shaded area and play is very limited. This is both for safety reasons and to
encourage students to remember to bring their hat. We also discourage jewellery, especially those items such as earrings
and bangles that can catch on things and cause harm. Small plain stud earrings, a chain with a cross or medal or a watch is
acceptable. Could you also please keep nail polish and decorative hair ornaments for weekends as well. Hairbands,
‘scrunchies’ or ribbons in blue, pink, maroon or white are acceptable. All hair that is shoulder-length or longer is also to be
tied back for both girls and boys. Socks are to be ankle length, no below the shoeline, and not branded. Girls socks are white
and boys socks are grey. For further details regarding our school uniform, please look on our website. https://
www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uniform.html
“No Hat, No Play!” Just a reminder that our school rule is, “no hat, no play”. This is both to keep us safe, but also to teach
the students the importance of sun safety and making sure they play safely in the sun. Although we don’t experience
extreme heat in Orange, we are very susceptible to the sun’s damage on our skin. Please discuss the need for sun protection
with your children, and help them to understand that wearing a hat is a good beginning to keeping safe in the sun.

School Drop Off and Pick Up: As we are still under many restrictions to do with Covid, we are maintaining the
same procedures we put in place last year with regard to students entering and exiting the school grounds. When
dropping children off and picking them up, please remember safety and social distancing while waiting. If at all
possible, please do not stand on the road while waiting for students. We have very limited room for parents, however,
standing on the road is both unsafe and does not set a good example for little children on safety. During this time of
Covid, it is best to leave the school environment as soon as possible to avoid problems with overcrowding and safety.


Morning: Of a morning, only our front gate between the School and Kenna Hall will be opened from 8.15am,
with the Byng St gate opening at the start of Playground duty at 8.35am. Students only will be permitted on the
school grounds.



Afternoon: We ask that if you are picking your child up, please help us to follow the Government regulations on
Social Distancing while waiting for your children, and then leaving the school environment quickly to avoid
unsafe practices and breaking Covid rules and regulations.



Afternoon Pick Up: Of an afternoon, students not going on buses will leave via the Hill St exit or the Byng St
exit. Children will wait to be collected inside the gates. Parents/carers come through one gate, your child will
come out to meet you, then exit through the other gate. Even though many children are very responsible, please do
not call your child outside, but rather come in to meet them. If collecting from Byng St and you have
difficulty doing this (baby in the car, limited mobility), please let us know and we will walk your child to the
car. This is for the safety of all.



Hill St Afternoon Duty: Please enter through the double gates and exit through the single gate. Afternoon duty
at Hill St Pick up finishes at 3:20pm. At this time the Hill St gate will be closed and teachers will take any
children still waiting for parents/carers up to the Bus lines in Hill St for supervision while they wait to be picked
up.



Byng Street Afternoon Duty: Please enter through the top gate near the OSHC entrance and exit through the
lower gate. Afternoon duty at Byng St finishes at 3:30pm. At this time, the Byng St gates will be closed and
teachers will take any children who are still waiting for parents/carers over to the Hill St Bus Lines for supervision
while they wait to be picked up.



Walkers: Those walking are asked to do so through the gate next to the bus lines in Hill St. If you feel your
child needs to leave through the Byng St gate, please send a note to your child’s teacher explaining this.

School Swimming Carnival: We held our annual Swimming Carnival today, under very different circumstances to
previous years. Only those who were competitive in the various events participated, while most of the school
remained focused on class activities. Congratulations to all who participated on their excellent behavior and fantastic
effort! A huge ‘thank you’ to Miss Emilee Campbell and Mr Scott Hudson for all their work in organizing this
carnival, and to Mrs Covelli for her computer skills in recording all the results. It was very disappointing that we were
not able to have either our usual “house cheersquads”, or our wonderful parent helpers this year, however Covid
restrictions did not allow for this. Hopefully next year we will be on the road to ‘normal’ and able to once again enjoy
this wonderful, exciting event as a whole school. The carnival’s Age Champions will be announced in Week 4.
OSCH at McAuley: Our “Out of School Hours” (OSCH) facility is available for all primary school students of
Orange both before and after school each week day and runs from our Sacred Heart Campus in Byng Street. We are
incredibly lucky to have this wonderful facility, with its relaxed setting, great afternoon tea, and the option of outdoor
and indoor play. This has seen all children attending this facility, happy and engaged. After school care is currently on
offer from 3:00pm – 6:00pm Monday to Friday, and before school care from 7:00am - 9:00am. For any information on
McAuley OSCH please call Amy on 0439631686.
Arriving Late: It is hard to get back into school routine after such a long break, but please remember that it is an
expectation at McAuley that students will arrive at school before the first bell at 8:55am. Supervision in the
playground commences at 8:35am, with students arriving at school prior to this time expected to move to the seating
area outside the Staffroom and remain seated until supervision begins. If students arrive after the bell to commence
classes, they are expected to go to the Office to be signed in. If students ar r ive late, please do not go str aight to
class. Rolls will have been marked and this will cause issues with the recording of student attendance. The school
gates will be locked at 9am each morning. Any student who arrives at school after the gates are locked needs to go
through the Office, where they can be marked as present. Please be respectful of the limited time we have with your
children, and our need to make the most of the time we have with them by making sure they are at school in time for
the bell.
Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

It is so lovely to be back at Catherine McAuley for 2021!
The students have had a lovely start to the year and seem to
be relaxed and well rested after a lovely summer break.
I have been working with Fr Greg to ensure that students
can attend Mass and Liturgies, receive Reconciliation and
have the Priests come to visit the classes. While it is
exciting to bring the students back to the Church, at this
stage, due to Covid restrictions, parents are not able to
attend any Religious Celebrations.
PRAYER FOR THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
Dear Lord, as we begin this new school year,
we gather once again as your community of believers.
We thank you for the energy and the spirit that you renewed in us
through the summer months.
We thank you for the time to enjoy our family and friends
and to reflect on what is important in our lives.
Let this year be marked by enthusiasm and love so that,
with the inspiration of your Spirit, we may continue to grow in our faith.
Help us to fulfil Your hope for us with honest intentions and works of faith.
Let us be gentle with ourselves and bring laughter, joy and love to others.
We ask this in your name.
Amen.
Priest Visit
Yesterday Fr Greg visited our Kindergarten classes to talk with them about God and show them some
of the items used during Mass.

Blessing of School Candles

Yesterday Mr Croke, Mrs Petty, the School Captains, Vice Captains and myself attend the Parish Mass
for the Feast of the Presentation at St Mary’s Church. During this Mass our school candles were blessed
ready for the new school year.

Opening School Mass and Liturgy

Next week on Tuesday students will celebrate the new school year by
attending Mass, Year 3-6, and a Liturgy, Kinder -Year 2. The theme for the
Mass and Liturgy is “Light for the World.” Unfortunately parents are unable
to attend these events due to Covid regulations.

Sacraments 2021

If your child is to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation this year please
make sure you read the newsletter each week. Information about Sacraments will be communicated to
parents through notes directly to students as well as reminders in the newsletter.
Have a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

2021 Swimming Carnival
Just for your information please be aware that this year every place getter who
swims in an event whether a heat or final will receive a first, second or third
ribbon. To progress to the Southern Region a student must be in the top 3 times,
therefore a student could finish first in a heat and receive a blue ribbon but the time
may not be as fast as a competitor in the previous heat.
Once the computer program has generated the list of competitors and events they are
in, students who are progressing to the Southern Regional Carnival on 1st of March
will be notified.
We thank you for your patience in this matter.

First Day of Kindergarten 2021

Family Educator News
Josh Dunn

Alpha 2021
We would like to invite you to the upcoming season of Alpha across our school & parish
communities. Alpha is a series of engaging sessions that provide invited guests with the
opportunity to connect with others & explore important aspects of life & meaning.
This year we are running a ‘Coffee and Croissant Alpha’ and a ‘Dinner Alpha’ (see below).
An Alpha session runs strictly for 2 hours and consists of these 3 main components:
Food – each session begins with delicious food for our guests. Sharing food together provides a
chance to chat informally and get to know others in a relaxed setting
Talk – the Alpha talks that we watch are designed to engage people from all walks of life and
inspire conversation. They explore the big issues of life and meaning and prompt questions
and discussion
Discussion – this time is an opportunity for people to respond to the talk, hear from others, and
contribute their own perspective in an honest, friendly, and open environment
Josh Dunn

Dinner Alpha
Tuesday nights, 6pm - 8pm
Coffee & Croissant Alpha
Wednesdays, 9am – 11am
Both at St Mary’s Church
Gathering Space
Beginning 2nd/3rd March
Alpha is a series of free, interactive sessions exploring life, faith and
meaning. Filled with food and fun!
Everyone is welcome and no question is off limits.
Register your interest today at alphaorange.org.au

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week and over the holidays
in January: Isla Callaghan, Ryan Neich, Ella Brayshaw, Arliyah Geal, Daisy Hannan, Jimmy
Li, Edith Wells, Ruby Judge, Sienna Vaughan, Eamonn Danda, Toby Dover, Ruby Hannan,
Maci Harvey, Asha Priest, Max Zocco, Heidi Zuman, Joseph Cannon, Charlotte Downey, Evie
Williams, Eleanor Cain, Annabelle Ferrier, Alex Campbell, Lenci Zinga, Jaxon Murphy, Nash
Selwood, Xanthe Diduszko, Amelia Weston, William Boyd, Thomas Cardiff, Elsie Dunn, Macy

Eyles, Josef Scott-Robertson, Phoebe Turner, Tully Hainsworth, Lamara Huggins, Madaline
Press, Sam O’Malley, Nicholas Palmer, Haixian Wu, Lucy Nunn, Laura Tan, Riley Buss,
Matilda Lewis, Georgie Martyr, Sophie McAlister, Cienna Taylor, Jayden Jomon, Shikaina
Siki, Hudson West, Cynthia Palmer, Riya George, Meah Jithesh, Ronan O’Donnell, Archie
Markwick, Evelyn Marr and Bobby Russell.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class.

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

To Be Advised

Interesting Fact of the Week
There are Google Maps for the Moon, Mercury,
Venus, Mars, Pluto, four of Jupiter’s moons and seven
of Saturn’s.
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