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We have one solid comfort amidst this 

little tripping about: our hearts can  

always be in the same place, centred in 

God, for whom alone we go forward or 

stay back. 

Catherine McAuley 

We have been very heartened by the amount of prospective 

new parents who have taken part in the 2022 Kindergarten 

School Tours.  It is also heartening for such parents to           

indicate that they have friends who have children already in 

the school and McAuley has been recommended to them. 

There are many excellent schools in Orange but we are always 

happy and proud that many parents are choosing McAuley.  

As I say to all groups even though we may have great       

buildings, great play facilities and the latest technology it is 

the daily connection (and happiness) with the teacher and 

friends that is paramount when choosing a school.  

 

Michael Croke 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus of the Week: We Play Safely and Respectfully at School.  This week we are looking at how we can play 
safely and inclusively on the playground, so that everyone feels comfortable and happy in this environment. It is 
very important to be aware of the rules of the playground, and to follow these rules.  They are for our safety and 
also to include all so that no one feels left out or alone.  When we are on the playground, we need to be aware of 
our action and how these will keep us safe, as well as keep others safe and happy.  This week we are also looking 
at how our words as well as our actions can include or exclude others. 

 

Important points for students to remember: 

 Act safely on the playground and on the equipment. 

 Be inclusive of all people: Be aware of how our actions may affect others. 

 Take turns on equipment and seek teacher help if people are acting unfairly 

Be respectful of others when interacting with them. 

 

Grade Parent Meetings: We started our Grade Meetings for Years 2-6 last night, with the parents of children in 
Year 2 and Year 4 meeting with the teachers of their children and visiting the children’s classrooms. It was so 
lovely to have parents back on school grounds with us. Tonight we have Years 3 and Year 5, while the Year 6 
meeting is on Thursday.  Last week we were delighted with the number of families who were able to take         
advantage of the chance to visit the Kinder and Year 1 classrooms.  Covid Restrictions continue to limit our parent 
contact, which we find very difficult, however we will continue to look for ways of engaging with our families 
and organizing further gatherings whenever possible. 

 

Contacting Your Child’s Teacher:  Although our Grade meetings are wonderful, sometimes parents need to talk 
more specifically with teachers about their child.  If you need to speak with a teacher, we are able to do this after 
the children have left school for the day.  Individual parent/teacher discussions can be made from 3.30pm of an 
afternoon.  Please contact the Office to arrange a suitable day with your child’s Class Teacher.  

 

Tours of McAuley:  Our School Tours for parents of prospective students of Kindergarten for 2022 and beyond 
have been going well.  In line with Covid Restrictions, we are having these tours after School hours, at 4pm.  
These tours of the school are a great opportunity for anyone thinking of sending their child to McAuley, to see our 
facilities and gain a sense of who we are. The parents, Grandparents and community members who are new to 
McAuley have been delighted to find how spacious our grounds are, which is not evident when looking at our 
school from the road.  Our wonderful flexible learning spaces cater for small group work, or can be opened up to 
accommodate enquiry based learning. They have also been impressed with our upgraded playground facilities, the 
Before and After School Care facilities and all that is on offer for our children at break times especially the       
synthetic grass. Even though we are not able to showcase our facilities while students are engaged in learning, we 
hope they can feel the welcoming atmosphere of McAuley through the lovely classrooms and engaging resources 
on offer. If you know of someone who is considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 
2022, please let them know it’s not too late to join one of our tours. To book for a tour please ring the school on 
6361334.  

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 



Kindergarten Conversations: Next week, our Kinder teachers will be conducting “Kinder Conversations” with 
the parents of our new little students.  Now that our students have settled into the class routine, this is a great 
opportunity for our Kinder teachers to have a conversation with Kinder parents and let the parents know how 
their child has settled in and how they are coping with the rigors of school. It also gives the parents a chance to 
let the teachers know anything that may impact on their learning or behaviour. 

Support Teachers Conference:  This week Mrs Justine Staniforth and Mrs Debbie Sands are attending the     
Diocesan Support Teacher’s Conference in Bathurst.  This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with other       
Support Teachers and gain valuable insights into how to assist our students.  

Naplan Online Practise Testing: Our Year 3 and 5 students will once again sit the Naplan Testing online this 
year.  As this requires an opportunity for the students to become familiar with how to sit these exams, as well as 
how the school internet will support this endeavour, we will have a practise of these tests towards the end of this 
term.  Parents of students in Years 3 and 5 will receive notification from the school when this will take place.  If 
you have any questions about Naplan, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Don’t forget to wear your hat!!  It is great to see how many students are remembering to bring their hats and 
wear them in the playground.  Please remember that hats must be worn in the playground for all of Terms 1 and 
4.  

 

 

STUDENTS ARRIVING EARLY AT SCHOOL 

Please note morning supervision at school does not commence until 8:35am.  We do request 
that students not be at school before this time.  Our gate on Hill Street opens at 8:15am and if 
students do arrive from this time, they are to move to their seating area and remain seated     
until supervision commences at 8:35am.   Students who arrive before the gate opens at 8:15am 
should consider making arrangements for before school care.  OSHC McAuley - 0439 631 686  
Thank you for your understanding. 



McAuley Reward System:  At McAuley, we believe it is important that we recognise expected      
behaviour when we see it in students and affirm and encourage students to continually follow our 
rules of ‘Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe”.  To do this we have a system in place which offers 
individual rewards as well as community rewards.  The community aspect aligns with our House 
system.   

Each classroom has containers for each of the School Houses (Kabbarli – Red, Bennelong – Blue,               
Euroa- Green, Woomera- Yellow) and a class list of students which records the number of raffle 
tickets they receive.  When students are seen to be continually following the school rules, or when 
teachers see students go out of their way to support others or our school systems, they give         
students a raffle ticket.  This raffle ticket is exchanged in each child’s home classroom for a marble 
and a mark beside their name on the class list.  This becomes a tally which links to the coloured 
bands they receive (please see the table below).  Their marble is placed in a container for their 
house. These are gathered across the school on a Friday by our Year 6 Prefects and their weight is 
tallied.  This is also linked to a reward system (see below).  This system aims to reinforce the    
positive contributions the students make to the safety and well being of the school.  The Reward 
Structures are a vital component of this Policy. 

House Rewards: 

 
 

These rewards would usually take place in Sabbatical Week (Week 5) and Week 10 where          
possible.   

 

Individual Rewards: 

 

 

Wishing you a great week, 

Robyn Petty 

Level 1 (10kg marbles) Level 2  (20kg marbles) Level 3  (30kg marbles) 

Each person in the 
House (K-6) receives: 

ice block - summer 

Freddo Frog - winter 

Each person in the House receives 
extra play for 20 minutes on a      
nominated day. Extra equipment 
(skipping ropes, parachute, etc) is 
also provided. 

Each child in the House is    
entitled to watch a Movie in 
the Hall and wear casual 
clothes on the nominated day. 

Number of Positives Band Colour Positive  Reward 

5 Blue  

15 Yellow  

30 Maroon  

45 Bronze Certificate - Hot chips  

60 Silver Certificate- Putt/Putt or Ten 

75 Gold Certificate - Lunch with       
Principal at place of choice 
e.g Yoyo Bar 



 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Compassion  
 
All students have received their very own Project Compassion box. During Lent we ask families to 
donate to Caritas through Project Compassion to help those in our world who are less fortunate than 
us. Some of the initiatives Caritas is involved in are education, providing food and running water and 
sanitation for communities as well as support for refugees. Please return your Project Compassion 
boxes to school at the end of the term where all donations will be sent to Caritas to continue their 
wonderful work..  
 

 
 
Second Week of Lent   
 
This week through Project Compassion we learn about 39-year-old Margret, a teacher at a vocational 
school for deaf students in the Solomon Islands. She was born deaf, so she knows the challenges it 
poses to education and employment. Apart from the difficulties the students all have, the school also 
faced water shortages, with not enough to supply staff and students with safe water 
for drinking, cooking, washing and growing vegetables. 

Then Tropical Cyclone Harold damaged the school and its vegetable garden, amidst 
the threat of COVID-19. Staff and students rely on the vegetable garden to provide 
food for their meals. 

With Caritas Australia’s support, the school installed water tanks, provided             
cyclone-proof building materials and helped to implement COVID-19 prevention 
measures. Margret’s school now has enough water for its students and the capacity 
to cater for more, with plans to boost food security, through increased agricultural 
production. 

 
Around 60% of people in rural areas in the Solomon Islands don’t have access to piped water, while 
about 80% don’t have access to latrines or toilets. (UNICEF, 2019) 

 “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” Please support Project Compassion in 2021.  

 

Celebrating 200 Years of Catholic Education 
 

Last week the school captains and vice captains attended the        
Diocesan Mass to mark 200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia. 
The students met Bishop Michael McKenna and collected a banner 
for our school celebrating Catholic Education in Australia. 
 

https://data.unicef.org/topic/water-and-sanitation/drinking-water/


Sacraments 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students in Year 3 are currently      
preparing to receive the sacrament of 
Holy Communion. All Year 3 classes 
are learning about the Mass and how 
the celebration of the Eucharist     
connects us as a Catholic community 
to each other and to Jesus. Year 3 
students who are baptised Catholics 
have the opportunity to receive the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion for 
the first time this year. Mrs Liss Ryan, 
Parish Sacramental Coordinator, has 
sent home notes explaining the     
process for this sacrament this year. 
If you require further information 
please don’t hesitate to contact Liss 
at the Parish Office on 6362 2378. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a peaceful week. 
 
Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 

Around the Rooms  
 
Yesterday Year 4Y attended Reconciliation and the students in Year 5    
received a priest visit from Fr Antony. During his visit Fr Antony talked with 
the students about Lent. Lent is a time to pray, fast and give to others. Year 
3 and Year 4 also celebrated Mass yesterday.  





 
CHART OF 1ST CONTACT FOR PARENT COMMUNICATION 

 

 
 
 

CATHERINE McAULEY ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
The Catherine McAuley Athletics Carnival will be held this term for students from Years 3
-6 and those Year 2 students who are turning 8 this year before 18th of March.  Long 
jump and discus trials will be held at school on the 4th of March.  Notes will be sent home 
around Week 6 for students to nominate track and high jump events.   
 
Unfortunately we are unable to have any parents at our Athletics Carnival.  Once again 
this IS NOT a school decision but comes directly from the Catholic Education Office in            
Bathurst.   
 
 



 

Family Educator News 

Josh Dunn 

 
 
Tips and information for parenting school aged children 
Check out the following link to see a great number of short videos for tips and infor-

mation on school age children – from shopping together to boredom to ideas for fun 

play… 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/videos 

 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/videos


 

Maleah Desmond Jack Nugent Oliver Finnane 

Austin Bayada Evie Williams Henry Crump 

Theo Sullivan Charlotte Downey Jessica Ware 

Lily Pourece Alfie Griffiths Matthew Holden 

Owen Bennett Sophie Fogarty Matilda Lewis 

Isla Tilston Amelia Eatell Mason Dukes 

Sienna Palmer Amali Spurr Mila Davis 

Sam O’Malley Elliot Commins Violet Temoso 

Thomas Cardiff Rose Dellow Ethan Gallagher 

Eleanor Crump Nicholas Curran Matilda Johnson 

Abigail Cain Sienna Taylor Sam Cox 

Indy Murray Billy Dean        James Rodwell Molly Spicer 

Emilie Turner Gabrielle Cain Bridget Waters 

Benjamin Delaney Elsie Dunn Grace Kimber 

Archie Cox Max Zocco Ruby Gibson 

Matilda Spicer Lilli Duffy Andrew Gibson 

Zoe Taberner Tara Simpson James Weston 

William Boyd Jaimie Sijo Ted Healey 

Natalie Smith Jaxon Dobson Alex Campbell 

Jayden Jomon Kody Wasow Lara Horan 

   

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk5 



 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Henry Seale,        

Maleah Desmond, Isla Taylor, Anabelle Hamilton, Chloe Hamilton, Monique Vardanega,     

Angela Martelli, Loti Brodrick, Aliza Cook, Hunter Dillon, Layla Fraser, Zander Hainsworth, 

Jay li and Alfie Griffiths. 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 
Casual Booking $15.00 
*Nutritional breakfast included 
After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 
Casual booking $26 
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack. 
Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 
For further information and to receive a booking pack  
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 

McAULEY SUPPORTER 

CAPS ARE BACK IN 

STOCK 
Please note they do not form part of our school    

uniform and are for parent supporters.  Available at 

the office $25.00. 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 
90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

 
Wednesday 3rd March  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Year 3 Parent Meeting - 5:45pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
Year 5 Parent Meeting - 6:30pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
 
Thursday 4th March  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Year 6 Parent Meeting - 5:45pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
 
Tuesday 9th March 
Kinder Conversations - Please book via Compass 
 
Wednesday 10th March 
Kinder Conversations - Please book via Compass 
Diocesan Swimming Carnival (selected students) 
 
Thursday 11th March 
Kinder Conversations - Please book via Compass 
 
Friday 12th March 
Diocesan Winter Sports Trials (selected students) 
 
Thursday 18th March 
Athletics Carnival (Yr3 - Yr6 & selected 8yo Yr2) 

Interesting Fact of the Week 

There are no rivers in Saudi Arabia. 



 


