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Let charity then be our badge of    

honour ... so that it may truly be 

said, there is in us but one heart and 

one soul in God.  

Catherine McAuley 

NAIDOC Week:  This week we proudly      
celebrate NAIDOC Week in Orange. Each 
year, this celebration acknowledges our past 
and our present, looking with hope towards 
the future. The theme this year, “Heal     
Country”, recognises that First Nations     
people have occupied and cared for this     
continent for over 65,000 years. Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people believe they 
belong to Country and call the natural       
environment ‘Mother Earth’. There is a     
connection of Spirit, and this brings a         
responsibility to look after Mother Earth as her caretakers. NAIDOC 
Week is a wonderful opportunity for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians to come together to celebrate not only Indigenous     
achievement but the history, rich culture, and survival of the oldest 
continuing living culture on the planet.  Throughout this week, classes 
have embraced NAIDOC Week, completing different activities         
highlighting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island culture. 

A big thank you to all for supporting our Melbourne Cup Trifecta   

Competition. 

Michael Croke 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 



 

 
 

SPB4L Focus:  We Act With Respect Towards Everyone. This week we celebrate 

NAIDOC Week in Orange. The theme this year for NAIDOC Week is ‘Heal Country”. Our         
cultural and family background gives us all special qualities which makes us all unique. This 
week we focus on our need to show Respect to all people and their special gifts.  Treating 
people with respect means being aware of how our words and actions affect                       
others, listening and responding to others, especially Teachers and valuing other people’s 
thoughts and opinions. 
 

 

 

 

 

   

This week we will encourage children to:  

 Identify and acknowledge our cultural and family background, which gives us all special 
qualities and makes us all unique. 

 Show respect towards all students and our teachers 

 Be aware of how our words and actions affect others. 

 Value other people’s thoughts and opinions. 

 Treat everyone in our school community with respect. 
 

Kindergarten Orientation 2022 Last Friday we will welcomed our new Kinders for 

2022 to McAuley for the first of their Orientation sessions.  It was so lovely having our new 
Kinders with us for the morning and introducing them to ‘Big School’!  From the looks on 
their faces and their excited chatter, all had a wonderful time!  A huge ‘thank you’ to all our 
current and new Kinder teachers for putting so much time and effort into preparing         
engaging and stimulating activities for our new students. As we weren’t able to have a      
parent meeting, we uploaded a short video onto our website with all the information new 
families will need.  If you have a child starting in 2022 and have not already watched the 
video, I suggest it would be worthwhile. We look forward to another Orientation this     
coming Friday. 

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 

We Act With         

Respect Towards 

Everyone 

  Be Respectful 

Be  

Responsible 

 Be Safe 



Dibels Testing:  This week we are conducting our third and the last round of our 

“Dibels Testing” for the year.  This test, which is used throughout the Diocese, looks at 
how well students are able to access print and their fluency and accuracy when reading 
texts.  We use this data as one of our main sources of information when judging student 
progress throughout the year in Reading.  This is quite a laborious task as each child 
works individually with a teacher trained in Dibels’ instruction for a period of time.  
Thank you to all staff and students for their understanding and accommodation of this 
very important testing program. 

 

Melbourne Cup Trifecta:  Now that the Melbourne Cup has been run and won, 

don’t forget to check your tickets to see if you have a winning entry!  The winning    
numbers were 4, 2, 3.  If you have these numbers in this order, you have won $2500!! If 
you have these numbers, but not in this order, you can still claim a small prize – bring 
your ticket into the Front Office!!   

 

SPB4L Rewards:  I was delighted that we had two of our Houses reach their second 

level reward last Friday!  We will be organizing a time very soon where they will be able 
to receive their extra play and an ice-block. As we need to remain Covid Safe, this will be 
done over a number of breaks and days. I am also delighted to be able to offer individual 
rewards to our students who have reached their Bronze and Silver Bands!  The Bronze 
Band people will receive some hot chips next week, and our Silver Band people will be 
given a Put-put Golf Voucher to use at the Orange City Bowling Club.  Congratulations 
to these students, and I look forward to starting the Reward process next week!  

 

End of Term Reports: As this year, especially Term 3, has been so disjointed, we will 

once again be sending out modified Reports at the end of this term.  These reports will 
still have information regarding student performance and written comments on the 
strengths and areas for development for each student, however they will be reduced in 
size to one two-sided page.  Reports will be sent out to parents at the end of Week 9 of 
this term (3rd December), with an opportunity for parent/teacher interviews during the 
following week if required.   

 

“No Hat, No Play!”  Just a reminder to all, of our school rule “No Hat, No Play”.    

Children not bringing their hats to school will need to sit quietly in shaded areas during 
breaks. This rule is there to protect our students, so please remind your children to bring 
their hat to school each day and wear it when outside. Please continue to discuss the 
need for sun protection with your children and encourage them to wear sunscreen to 
school.  



 
 

Covid 19: 

 Procedures for School Currently we are still maintaining Level 3 Covid             
Restrictions at school, with the hope that these will ease very soon.  At this stage, 
no parents are able to be on the school grounds and we have to separate children 
into Stages and reduce opportunities for children in different Stages to mingle. 
Covid safety procedures are in place throughout the school, both inside and       
outside the classrooms.  Any changes to these restrictions will be sent out to      
parents in a Compass message, as well as placed into the newsletter. 

 

 Children Displaying Covid-like Symptoms: As part of our restrictions, any child 
presenting with a cough, sore throat, high temperature, runny nose, headache or   
other symptom associated with Covid, has to go home until those symptoms are 
gone.  We have been advised that before students return, they should have a      
negative Covid test and be symptom-free.  If parents do not want their child to 
have a test, the child must isolate for 10 days and be symptom-free before            
returning to school. We are looking at ways to support student learning at home 
during these times.  Once again I thank you for your understanding and support 
in this matter. 
 

Robyn Petty 

Free Drum Kit 

We have on offer a drum kit that has barely been 

used.  If you are interested, please contact  

    Mrs Prestwidge at the school. 



 

From the Religious Education Coordinator 
 

NAIDOC Week  
This week the Orange community celebrates NAIDOC Week. We join these   
celebrations with the students at Catherine McAuley participating in classroom 
activities to celebrate our First Nations culture.  
The theme for this year’s NAIDOC Week is Heal Country. Country is more than 
just the land on which we live. It is inherent to identity. It is respected like a    
person who sustains every aspect of living – spiritually, physically, emotionally, 
socially and culturally.  

 

Prayer 
 

We pray a special blessing on our First Nations Peoples who have so much to teach us 

May God empower them with courage and confidence to continue living with cultural integrity.  
May God strengthen our respect and appreciation of them and of Country that supports all life. 

May God bless our country and bring healing to the brokenness we have caused.  
Amen. 

 

Religious Program 

Currently, due to Covid restrictions, we have had to make a number of changes to the way the 
Religious Program is being offered to students. Class Reconciliation and Priest Visits have been 
postponed for the rest of the year and attendance at Parish Mass is currently on hold. Students 
will be engaged in prayer through Grade Liturgies and class prayer.  
 

Year 1 Grade Retreat - Creation 

A huge thank you to Mrs Liss Ryan, Family educator and our Year 1 
Teachers for leading the  students in a beautiful retreat on Creation last 
week. The students enjoyed exploring our school environment looking 
for aspects of God’s wondrous creation. The students also discussed 
how important it is to look after all that God has created for us.  
 

 

All Saints Grade Liturgies  
On Friday all grades gathered together to celebrate the feast of All 
Saints. On this feast day we remember the many good men and 
women who followed Jesus’ way by living lives of servanthood. 
They cared for those in need and put others first before            
themselves. They lived the true message of the Gospel. 
Please see photos on the following page. 
 

 
A Message From Our Sacramental Coordinator Mrs Liss Ryan 
 

If your child is in Year 3 or above and is a Baptised Catholic, and would like to celebrate their 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion please book in here & Confirmation here 

Have a peaceful week. 
Brooke Church 

Religious Education Coordinator 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BUQMF
https://www.trybooking.com/BUVAI


YEAR 1 RETREAT & ALL SAINTS GRADE LITURGY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

From The Family Educator 

Liss Ryan 

 

Hello everyone, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well. 
 
Some of our Year 6 students have written cards of encouragement to the Year 12 James      
Sheahan students who are about to embark on their HSC exams. I have put together a small 
HSC survival pack for each Year 12 student to go with the card. We wish the Year 12 students 
all the very best in their exams. 
 
Please find below a prayer you may like to pray with your family. I am sure the students will 
be very grateful for our support and prayers as they embark on their exams. 

 
Prayer for our HSC students  

 
Lord, we ask that our students 

Feel your presence during their HSC exams. 
We ask  that you give them calm hearts and quiet confidence 

In the knowledge that you hold them  
In the pal m of Your hand. 

Bless them with the ability to comprehend questions and 
Effectively plan and articulate their responses. 

Holy spirit, we ak that you send them the gifts of wisdom, 
Understanding, fortitude and knowledge. 
Lord, each one of our students is unique 

And brimming with potential 
And we thank you for them. 

We ask these things through Christ our Lord 
Amen 

St Thomas Aquinas pray for us. 
Parish news 
 
If your child is in Year 3 or above and is a Baptised Catholic, and would like to celebrate their 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion please book in here & Confirmation here 

Please find the link to watch an Indian Christian devotion song featuring some of our Parish’s  
Syro-Malabar children. Great work kids! Syro-Malabar Community Christian devotion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BUQMF
https://www.trybooking.com/BUVAI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D-9a_mBI4z8c&h=AT1s6RadEI_CSbgpW1se3QVOIsWhaWKb-_kxGJLAYCjkJVjHml8NrCwKfGjXwpqE7geKQEqb6xjYvPFXLKdndq-DmCvRn3bHpmixJbqFDI5rMw5BKMA7GmE2Bikhoxn9p8bgFCSR2ITCpCbJjauP9SSeK-PABJabPqYHEgHO8B


Australian Mathematics Trust -  Newton Enrichment 2021 
By Mrs Virginia Milliken 
 
Over the course of 2021, three Year 6 students (pictured below) have been working 
closely with Mr Scott Hudson (K-6 Numeracy Coordinator) and Mrs Ann Walton 
(CEDB Education Officer Numeracy/Mathematics K-12) to compete in the 2021     
Australian Maths Trust Newton Enrichment challenge. Participating in this challenge 
required the students to work through a series of mathematical problems where they 
had to demonstrate their ability to work mathematically and think critically and        
creatively to solve a variety of tasks.  
 
We congratulate Julia, Will and Billy on their outstanding efforts in this challenge and 
for demonstrating resilience and grit to solve each problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAPLAN 2021 
By Mrs Virginia Milliken 
 
This year 135 students from Year 3 and Year 5 participated in NAPLAN with all      
students receiving their Parent/Carer reports at the start of Term 4.  Literacy is reported 
in four strands: Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation. Numeracy is 
reported as a single content strand. Analysis of these results assist with School       
planning and is used to support teaching and learning programs. The staff and students 
are commended on their achievements in Year 3 & Year 5 particularly in the area of 
reading. As a school we have identified that Numeracy will be an ongoing area for    
further development in the future.  
 



 

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk3 Term 4 
Oliver Finnane Olly Piper Edith Wells 

Henry Crump Georgia Keevil Riley Ford 

Paddy Callaghan Archie Smith Charlotte Theobald 

Franklin Boucher Sam Harris Joyce Qaqos 

Nellie Cain Coby Rich Sophia Fogarty 

Arabella McCauley-Voican Phoebe Turner Karter Dobson 

Sophie McAlister Kody Ryan Brock Ralston 

Victoria Townsend Maria Gil Merchan Samantha Halpin 

Haixian Wu Ollie West Carter Priest 

Bronx Rolton Cooper Garnaut Layla Williams 

Georgie Martyr Lillian Davis Hamish Glasgow 

Ethan Turner Ava Sutton Kaitlyn Ware 

William Fardell Lola Short Josephine Cardiff 

Josh Harris Mia Crombie Rosie Hamilton 

Harry Grinter Ruby Gibson Zander Hainsworth 

Patrick Cain Cjay Fogarty Ben Mathews 

Vaughn Bieniek Gus Bohringer Taylor Davis 

Jayde Lewis Tara Simpson Jack Spagnolo 

Sienna Vaughan Riya George Jayden Grevink 

Harry Kingham Alex Campbell Thomas Cain 

Jayden Jomon Mason Everett Addison Gardner 



 

 

 

   

   

  

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Indy Murray, Jack 

Nugent, Atticus McGuire, Lewis Vaughan, Brooke Vaughan, Divaakara Nugroho, Emilie 

Turner, Edward McEvoy, Eva Wheatley, Lynk Wright, Karter Dobson, Sophia Baseggio,     

Laycee Hutchison, Arunadevika Nugroho, Darcey Biddle, Dylan Jomon. 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 

http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uploads/2/4/3/5/24358668/canteen_menu_2021__1_.pdf
http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uploads/2/4/3/5/24358668/canteen_menu_2021__1_.pdf


Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 
90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

 
Friday 5th November 
Kinder 2022 Orientation Day 9:30am-11:00am 
 
Friday 12th November 
Kinder 2022 Orientation Day 9:30am-11:00am 
 
Friday 19th November 
ICAS Maths 9:30am 
 
Wednesday 15th December 
Last Day of School for Students 
 
Monday 31st January 2022 
1st Day of School for Students in Year 1 - Year 6 
 
Tuesday 1st February 2022 
1st Day of School for Students in Kindergarten 
 
 

Interesting Fact of the 

Week 

Your heart beats about 115,000 

times every day 



 



 






