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I welcome all members of our school community to the 

school year of 2020, especially those who are just beginning 

their McAuley journey.  It has been a very smooth start and 

this is due in no small way to the many days of preparation 

the school staff have done to ensure such a start.  I thank 

them for their efforts.  On matters community I invite all 

members of the McAuley family to come to the welcome 

barbecue this Sunday commencing at 9.00am. The       

morning is hosted by the teachers and is a chance to meet 

new parents and have a free breakfast at the same time!  

 

Michael Croke 
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Welcome back for another wonderful School year!  We have had a great start to the year.  It’s great to see all the 

‘old’ students again, and how much they have grown over the holidays! And, our new Kinders have met their Year 

6 Buddies and are having a lovely time settling in to their new environment.   

Focus of the Week: This week our focus is on safely arriving and leaving 

school.  With the excitement of the beginning of the school year, students often 

forget the small things that help to keep them safe and happy getting to and from 

McAuley.  As parents, we ask you to work together with us to remind students 

of basic rules to protect them. Our Hill St gate opens at 8:15am for students who 

need to be at school a little early.  If students arrive between 8:15am and 

8:35am, we ask that they move to the Kinder/Year 1 eating area and wait there 

until teachers begin duty at 8:35am. This is very important as students are not 

supervised before this time. When students are leaving in the afternoon is also a 

time when we are very aware of student safety.  Students leaving with parents or 

carers need to remain in supervised areas until they are collected, and those catching buses must be cautious.  We 

encourage students to be responsible in their actions, especially at these times and ask your support to help us keep 

your children safe.  

Meet The Teacher Evening:  Thank you to all parents who were able to come along to meet our teachers last   

Monday night.  It was lovely to have both familiar and new faces here.  Remember, if you have concerns or        

important information regarding your child, please make an appointment to see your child’s teacher as soon as    

possible.  The more we understand your child, the better we can cater to their individuality. 

Parent Information Booklet:  Each family should receive a Parent Information Booklet over the next week.  This 

is an overview of the main areas where you may have questions about the school.  It is not detailed, but gives a 

brief overview of each of the key areas that help our school to function effectively.  Please look through it and put it 

in a place where you can refer to it if questions arise. 

Protected Learning Time: The time we have with your children is very precious, and we aim to offer them the best 

opportunity for learning by having an uninterrupted two-hour block from 9:00am-11:00am.  Please consider this 

time when making appointments for doctors, dentists, etc.  Please make these appointments outside of these two 

hours if at all possible.  We are conscious of not interrupting teachers and classes during this time.  

School Drop Off and Pick Up:  As always, it is the safety for our children that drives our decisions regarding all 

our school rules.  For this reason we ask that if you drop off your child, or pick them up, please do so in a safe   

manner.  Of a morning and again in the afternoon, all play equipment is out of bounds as it is not supervised.  

If you are collecting your child in the afternoon, could you please leave your car and come into the school grounds 

to get them.  This is even more important if you collect your child from Byng St.  The cars reversing into the curb 

could easily hit a child without seeing them, so parental supervision at this time is imperative.  If your child is older 

and leaves through the Hill St gate, you may give them a note to walk home or to meet you at a particular location. 

Byng Street Afternoon Duty:  Please remember that afternoon duty at Byng St finishes at 3:30pm. At this time, the 

Byng St and Sale St gates will be closed and any children who are still waiting for parents/carers will be brought 

over to the Hill St Bus Lines for supervision. 

Focus of the Week Our School Rules 
 We enter and leave  the 

school grounds in a safe 

and  responsible manner.  



School Uniform:  As we settle into Term 1, we are making the students aware of the correct uniform.  

During Terms 1 and 4, students need to wear a hat while they are in the playground.  We have had 

an unusually hot summer, and hats are an important part of the uniform.  Without a hat, students have 

to remain in a shaded area and play is very limited. This is both for safety reasons and to encourage   

students to remember to bring their hat.  We also discourage jewelry, especially those items such as 

earrings and bangles that can catch on things and cause harm.  Small plain stud earrings, a chain with a 

cross or medal or a watch is acceptable.  Could you also please keep nail polish and decorative hair  

ornaments for weekends as well.  Hairbands, ‘scrunchies’ or ribbons in blue, pink, maroon or white are 

acceptable.  All hair that is shoulder-length or longer is also to be tied back for both girls and boys. For 

further details regarding our school uniform, please look on our website. 

https://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uniform.html 

School Swimming Carnival:  Our annual Swimming Carnival this year is on Tuesday, February 18th. 

This carnival is for our Primary students and 8yr old Yr 2 students.  This is always a great opportunity 

to see the spirit of McAuley evident in the community atmosphere.  Thank you to all our wonderful 

parents and friends who help to run the carnival.  Without your assistance, we would not be able to   

enjoy such events.  It is also brilliant to hear the cheers and barracking for the different houses!     

“No Hat, No Play!” Just a reminder that our school rule is, “no hat, no play”. This is both to keep us 

safe, but also to teach the students the importance of sun safety and making sure they play safely in the 

sun.  Although we don’t usually experience extreme heat in Orange, we are very susceptible to the 

sun’s damage on our skin.  Please discuss the need for sun protection with your children, and help them 

to understand that wearing a hat is a good beginning to keeping safe in the sun.  

OSCH at McAuley:  Our “Out of School Hours” (OSCH) facility is available for all primary school 

students of Orange both before and after school each week day and runs from our Sacred Heart      

Campus in Byng Street.  We are incredibly lucky to have this wonderful facility, with its relaxed      

setting, great afternoon tea, and the option of outdoor and indoor play. This has seen all children       

attending this facility, happy and engaged. After school care is currently on offer from 3:00pm – 

6:00pm Monday to Friday, and before school care from 7:00am - 9:00am. For any information on 

McAuley OSCH please call Amy on 0439631686.  Please note, your child must be enrolled with 

OSCH directly, it does not happen automatically through the school. 

Arriving Late: It is hard to get back into school routine after such a long break, but please remember 

that it is an expectation at McAuley that students will arrive at school before the first bell at 8:55am.  

Supervision in the playground commences at 8:35am, with students arriving at school prior to this time 

expected to move to the seating area outside the Staffroom in the Kinder/Year 1 eating area, and       

remain seated until supervision begins.  If students arrive after the bell to commence classes, they 

are expected to go to the Office to be signed in.  If students arrive late, please do not go straight to 

class.  Rolls will have been marked and this will cause issues with the recording of student attendance. 

The school gates will be locked at 9:00am each morning. Any student who arrives at school after the 

gates are locked needs to go through the Office, where they can be marked as present.  Please be       

respectful of the limited time we have with your children, and our need to make the most of the time 

we have with them by making sure they are at school in time for the bell. 

 

Welcome BBQ:  We look forward to catching up with families this Sunday morning at our Welcome 

BBQ.  Please come along and join us for a “cuppa” and a sausage roll.  See you from 9:00am-10:00am 

Sunday. 

Wishing you a wonderful week, 

Robyn Petty 

https://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uniform.html


 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE A CHILD STARTING SCHOOL IN 2021? 

CATHERINE MCAULEY IS RUNNING SCHOOL TOURS! 

PLEASE PHONE OUR OFFICE TO BOOK A TOUR ON 6361 3344 

WHEN:   MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY - 9:30am - 10:00am 

  TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 MONDAY 2ND MARCH - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 TUESDAY 3RD MARCH - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 

FAMILY FAITH MEETINGS - YEAR 3 

 

 

 

 

Further to the Sacramental Meeting that you will have attended today, we 

have opened bookings for you to book your Family Faith Meeting.  These 

meetings will be held at the Parish Office.  Please make your booking via 

Compass.  You should have a notification on the Compass App.   

 

Please contact the school should you have any problems making your     

appointment. 



Gospel Reflection - Matthew 5:13-16 
 

In the Gospel this Sunday we hear Jesus tell the 

disciples that they are salt of the earth and the 

light of the world. What he is really saying is 

‘You are to be the salt of the earth; you are to be 

the light of the world.’ It is more of a directive 

than an affirmation of them. Jesus also wants us 

to be salt of the earth and light of the world. To 

be salt of the earth and light of the world means 

to be the one who puts their hand up and steps forward to speak for, work for and act for those who are 

the least in this world.  During this week, take the time to identify someone in your life who is salt of the 

earth or light of the world and personally thank them for the example they provide. 

 

Welcome Fr Greg to Kindergarten!  
 

On Thursday Fr Greg Bellamy, our Parish Priest, will be visiting our 

Kindergarten students. Fr Greg will be bringing his book of special 

prayers (Missal) and the Chalice and Paten to show the students. These 

are all very special items that we use to celebrate Mass.  
 

 

Year 6 Parish Mass 

On Thursday 6th February our Year 6 classes will be attending the Parish Mass at 9:30am in St Joseph's 

Church. We invite our Year 6 families to join  the students for this Mass. 

 

Opening School Mass 

Next Thursday 13th February we will celebrate our opening school Mass at St Joseph’s Church at 

9:30am. All families are invited to join us for this special celebration. At the conclusion of the Mass our 

2020 leaders will receive their badges and all of our Year 6 students will recite the leaders pledge. We 

thank our Year 6 students and teachers for preparing this Mass for us and to our McAuley Music Ministry 

for the prayerful atmosphere they bring to our celebrations. 
 

Sacramental Dates 2020 

This year the Parish is offering Reconciliation and  First Holy Communion to students in Year 3 and 

above and Confirmation to Year 6 students. Year 3 students will make Reconciliation as part of First Holy 

Communion preparation. Below are some important dates for your diary.  

 

First Holy Communion - students in Year 3 or above 

5th February - Parent Meeting in Kenna Hall at 7:00pm 

17th February - Enrolments close 

16th March - 4th April - Reconciliation 

27th-28th June - First Holy Communion in all Mass centres. 

 

Confirmation - students in Year 6 or above 

6th May- Confirmation Parent Meeting in Kenna Hall at 9:30am and 7:00pm (choose one).  

17th May - Confirmation enrolment closes  

Whole Parish practice Thursday 13th August at 7:00pm 

15th - 16th August - Confirmation in Orange Parish  
 

Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 



 

WELCOME KINDERGARTEN 2020 

Welcome Kindergarten 2020 and any new families who have joined the McAuley 

family. We have enjoyed showing you around our school and are looking forward to 

a busy, fun-filled and rewarding year of learning together. Many thanks to Mr Josh 

Dunn for his efforts preparing gifts for our new families to receive on their first day 

of school.  

Our Kindergarten classes have all settled in well and are enjoying our "Ready For 

Learning" Program. We are focusing on our fine motor skills during group work and 

have seen lots of growth already!  

Mrs Sutton 



 



 

CYMS Netball Club – 2020 Season 
 

CYMS Netball Registrations will be open in January - please like our        

Facebook page (CYMS Netball Club Inc) and keep an eye on out FB page 

for preseason information – or contact registrar@cymsnetball.com.au 

 

McAuley Clothing Pool Open 

 

Wednesday 12th February 2:15pm - 3:10pm 

Monday 24th February 9:00am - 10:00am 

mailto:registrar@cymsnetball.com.au


 

Catherine McAuley Health Blog 

 

Beating the Back-to-School Butterflies 

Starting school (or starting back after a long holiday), can be a 

stressful time for children and whilst some anxiety is normal and 

to be expected, it’s important to know the difference between 

the usual back-to-school butterflies and above-average anxiety 

levels. 

According to recent studies, one in ten children between the  

ages of 6 to 11 suffer from anxiety for a range of reasons including 

separation from parents, not understanding the material         

presented in class and being accepted by their peers.  

Common signs that your child is experiencing above-average 

anxiety due to their return to school include: 

Increased physical complaints, such as stomach or headaches;  

Changes in normal sleep patterns, such as taking longer to fall asleep, or waking during the night; 

Avoiding any school-related activities, such as teacher meet-and-greets or school tours; 

Seeking constant reassurance and continually asking questions such as ‘what if I don’t have any 

friends to sit with at lunch?’ or ‘what if my friends are not in my class?’ 

There are a range of things that we can do to help our children transition a little more smoothly: 

Highlight the things that make school good: eg: fun new school supplies and stationery, 

friends that they haven’t seen for a while, fun activities at school, like sports, arts & crafts,    

music and clubs. 

Arrange some playdates: get together in the afternoons or weekends with friends (new and old), 

to help re-establish connections. 

Make sure they eat a balanced diet and get quality sleep: a balanced diet and adequate sleep 

is essential for mood, brain function and the ability to pay attention at school. 

Remind them they’re not alone: Let them know that everyone gets nervous (even Mums & Dads 

sometimes), but that they are in safe hands at school. 

The good news is, that most children adjust well once the term is underway and their anxiety    

levels will normalise within the first month or two of school. If however, symptoms persist and 

seem excessive, professional guidance may be required. 

 Cherie Rivas 

Partner in Health & Wellness 



 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week and over the          

holidays:  Isla Callaghan, Ryan Neich, Ella Brayshaw, Arliyah Geal, Jimmy Li, Ruby Judge, 

Sienna Vaughan, Jack Collins, Eamonn Danda, Toby Dover, Maci Harvey, Asha Priest, Max 

Zocco, Joseph Cannon, Eleanor Cain, Emily Tilston, Annabelle Ferrier, Bailey Gardiner, Alex 

Campbell, Jaxon Murphy, Jack Curran, Vi Nguyen, Amelia Weston, William Boyd, Thomas 

Cardiff, Elsie Dunn, Josef Scott-Robertson, Phoebe Turner, Lamara Huggins, Madaline Press, 

Sam O’Malley, Haixian Wu, Lucy Nunn, Laura Tan, Riley Buss, Matilda Lewis, Caleb Phillips, 

Georgie Martyr, Sophie McAlister, Cienna Taylor, Jayden Jomon, Cynthia Palmer, Riya 

George, Meah Jithesh, Ronan O’Donnell, Archie Markwick, Bobby Russell, Ethan Gallagher, 

Cooper Murray, Frankie Downie and Marcus Spagnolo. 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 
Casual Booking $15.00 
*Nutritional breakfast included 
After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 
Casual booking $26 
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack. 
Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 
For further information and to receive a booking pack  

Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

Day 9:30am 10:30am 11:30am 

Wednesday - - - 

Thursday - - - 

Friday - - - 

Monday 10th February to 14th February - To Be Advised 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Interesting Fact of the 

Week 

For water to flow 100 metres 

through the ground down a 

1º slope takes 5 days 

through gravel, 13.7 years 

through sand and 137,000 

years through clay. 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 6:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 6:00pm 

Sunday 9th February 

Welcome BBQ 9:00am-10:30am 

Wednesday 12th February 

Clothing Pool Open 2:15pm-3:10pm 

Thursday 13th February 

Opening School Mass 9:30am + Leaders Morning Tea 

Friday 14th February 

6H Assembly 2:10pm 

Monday 17th February 

Kinder Parent Morning Tea in the Staffroom 

Tuesday 18th February 

Year 3-6 Swimming Carnival (+ selected Year 2 Students) 

Wednesday 20th February 

Year 5 Parish Mass 9:30am 

Friday 21st February 

5C Assembly 2:10pm 

Monday 24th  

School Tours for new families 9:30am-10:00am (phone office to book a 

place) 

Clothing Pool Open 9:00am-10:00am 

Tuesday 25th February 

School Tours for new families 9:30am-10:00am (phone office to book a 

place) 

Southern Region Swimming Carnival (Selected Students) 

Wednesday 26th February 

Ash Wednesday Mass Year 3 - Year 6 - 10:00am 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy Year K - Year 2 12:30pm 

Thursday 27th February 

Year 4 Parish Mass 9:30am 

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 


