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Important Dates to Remember
Wednesday 12th December
Year 6 Farewell Mass & Dinner
Thursday 13th December
End of Year Mass at St Josephs Church followed by final assembly
Friday 14th December
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Casual Clothes Day
Wednesday 19th December

Catherine McAuley

Last day of School Term 4
Wednesday 30th January
First Day of School Term 1 Year 1 - Year 6
Thursday 31st January
First Day of School Term 1 - Kinder
Sadness is an enemy to devotion.

Catherine McAuley

Our McAuley School Rules

Christmas Concerts: There has been an amazing ‘buzz’ around the school this week with our
fantastic Christmas Concerts taking place. Congratulations to Mrs Allan and Mrs Snowden for
their incredible work in organizing these concerts. Each child in our school has had a starring
role, and we have been thoroughly entertained by their presentations. The School Band and
Guitar Group has had to work extra hard as they have played at each of the three concerts!
They have been ably assisted by our Staff “Muso” group of Mrs Hughes, Mr Mortimer, Mrs
Mulligan and Mrs Croke. Thank you also to all staff who have contributed to the smooth
running of the concerts. Congratulations to all involved for your wonderful dedication, which
has given us the opportunity to really feel the Spirit of Christmas alive in our school community.
Reports: Our final School Reports will be sent out at the end of next week on Friday 14th
December. Our teachers have been spending many hours diligently preparing these reports so
that they truly reflect the efforts of their students throughout the year. It has been a pleasure
reviewing these reports, and a joy to see how much growth our students have achieved
throughout this year. We are very blessed to have such dedicated teachers and wonderful
students in our care, and as parents, you can be very proud of your children’s academic, social
and spiritual growth throughout the year. Along with the reports will be a letter with the
students’ class for 2019 and a list of requirements for their grade. Teachers are very aware of
their students and their particular needs regarding class cohorts and personality preferences. As
such they spend a lot of time working out combinations of students to enable all in the
classroom to have the best learning opportunities possible. Therefore, once classes have been
announced, students will not be changed to other classes.
Staffing for 2019: Due to the lengthy process of appointing Executive for 2019, we are still
conducting interviews for the remaining teaching positions for next year. We hope to have all
classroom teachers organised by next week and will announce our Staffing then.

Year 5 Leadership Retreat: This Friday our Year 5 students will attend a leadership day
with students from James Sheahan. This day will focus on the qualities of a good leader,
and how Jesus fulfilled these qualities. At the end of the session, the Year 5 students and
teachers will vote for those who they believe possess these qualities of good leadership
within our Year 5 cohort. These students will then be given an opportunity to prepare a
speech endorsing their leadership abilities, which will be given next Monday. Voting will
then take place for our 2019 School Leaders, which will be announced at our Final
Assembly on 13th December after Mass. It is important to acknowledge that although
only a small number of students receive official badges ALL YEAR 6 CHILDREN are
considered leaders in our school and are expected to set a good example for all.
End of Year Celebrations: In the past we have had end of year ‘Rewards Days’ as a
means of congratulating the students who have worked hard throughout the year and
avoided getting into trouble. With our new SPB4L policy, there is no need to reward our
students in this same way, however several teachers have chosen to celebrate the end of
year with a fun activity for their whole class. We are calling these ‘Celebration Days’.
These will take place over the next two weeks. Year 6 will begin the celebrations as they
venture off to Burrendong for their annual trip this Friday, 7th December. These
celebrations are a wonderful way to acknowledge the team work and comradeship that
has ensued throughout the year.
Year 6 End of Year Celebrations: Thank you to all parents who have offered to assist
from both Year 6 and Year 5 with the Year 6 Farewell celebrations. Year 6 will have their
Farewell Mass and Dinner next Wednesday, 12th December, commencing with Mass at
5:45pm, followed by the Dinner in Kenna Hall. We have now had two meetings with
those who have offered to assist with these celebrations and people who have sent in
notes will be contacted with specific jobs this week. It is wonderful to have such support
for our Year 6 students.
Please note Year 6 students should wear full summer school uniform to the End of Year
Mass and Dinner.
Final Whole School Assembly: Our Final Assembly on Thursday, 13th December at
approx. 10:30am, straight after the End of Year Mass. At this Assembly the School and
House Captains for 2019 will be announced, the current Year 6 students will be
presented with their awards, the School Captains will give their speeches along with
many of our other ‘farewell’ traditions. Parents and families are very welcome to join us
for this special Assembly. We expect the Assembly to commence at approx. 10:30am (at
the conclusion of Mass) and be completed by about 11:15am.
Robyn Petty
Assistant Principal

Focus of the Fortnight
WE ARE RESPONSIBLE AND SAFE IN OUR
SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT

Casual Clothes Day
Friday 14th December
(Christmas Colours)

Advent Week 2
This Sunday we begin our
second week of Advent. The focus
for Week 2 is PEACE.

Year 6 Farewell Mass and Dinner
Next Wednesday, 12th December we celebrate the McAuley journey of
our Year 6 students and wish them all the best for the journey ahead.
These celebrations will begin with Mass at 5:45pm followed by dinner in
Kenna Hall.
Final School Mass
Our final school Mass will be celebrated at 9:30am next Thursday, 13th
December in St Joseph’s Church. This will be followed by our final
school assembly where our Year 5 students will receive their leadership
pledges and our 2019 school leaders will be announced (badges will be
given at the opening school Mass for 2019).

Christmas Concerts
Thank you to our talented students and
teachers who this week presented to use
the true meaning of Christmas. In a
cleverly scripted concert our students
taught the audience that the presence of
Jesus in our life is the reason for this
Christmas season. We especially extend
our thanks to Mrs Snowden and Mrs
Allan who made this message come alive
over three spectacular concerts.

Saint of the Week

St Vincent de Paul Christmas
Hamper Donations
We thank all those families who have
generously donated the St Vincent de
Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal.
If your family are in a position to make
a contribution, and you haven’t
already, please send any
non-perishable food items into school
with your child or drop them to the office
by this Friday 7th December (Week 8).
All non-perishable food items will be
greatly appreciated, but please consider
items that are either festive in nature
(puddings etc) or of nutritional value to a
family.
Year 6 Post Confirmation Retreat Day
We thank the Youth leaders and Mrs Calleja from James Sheahan Catholic High
School for running our Post Confirmation Retreat last Wednesday. These retreat
opportunities are such great examples of our young people living out their call to
be missionary disciples. Each year, we look forward to seeing many ex-McAuley
students leading these retreats and we know that this makes a huge impact on
our Year 6 students and their faith development.
Year 5 Leadership Day
This Friday we welcome students from Sheahan who will engage our future
leaders in a day of learning about the greatest leader of all, Jesus Christ. Again
we thank our Sheahan family for providing this wonderful opportunity for our
leaders of tomorrow.
Camille Da Silva Tavares
REC

A VISIT TO ST FRANCIS AGED CARE FACILITY
´Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.´ Elizabeth Andrew
Our beautiful group of Mini Vinnies students (and the Ukulele
group) volunteered their time last Thursday to spread some Christmas cheer
with the residents of St Francis Aged Care Facility. Forty-two students
walked around to St Francis to entertain the residents with a talent show.
The acts showcased a huge range of talents and skills possessed by our
students, including dance, song, gymnastics, stand-up comedy, musical acts
and poetry recital and there were quite a few original pieces! Once again, the
behaviour of our Catherine McAuley students was impeccable and we left
not only with an iceblock in hand, but with warmth in our hearts. We are
certain that the residents felt the same way!
A big thank you to Mrs Bishenden, Mrs Mulligan and Emerson´s mum,
Virginia for accompanying us on our venture. We could not do these things
without your support.

Mrs K Wright

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $12.00
Casual Booking $14.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $20
Casual booking $24
*Afternoon tea provided which includes
seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$45.00 for the first child $35.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Merit Awards
Digby Luelf

William Hepworth

Lilly Davis

Macklin Everett

Eleanor Crump

Archie Haydon

Cooper Garnaut

Cleo Sampson

Lara Cheney

Billy Dean

Benjamin Delaney

Molly Spicer

Vittoria Manca

Lacie Zumbo

Aiden McGuiness

Ruby Kingham

Harry Shaw

Ava Sutton

Michael Tang

April Gardiner

Albert Robinson

Harrison Devries

Matthew Crump

Azalyah Rolton

Patrick Coffey

Evie Tyack

Isaac Churchland

Lucy Nunn

Wil Kennedy

Annabel Dunn

Tahlia Swain

Willow Clarke

Seth Acido

Austin Dews

William Boyd

Arliyah Geal

Tomma Tancred

Ryder Tilston

Chelsea Turner

Mitchell Brooks

Sophie Hogben

Jack Collins

Madie Floyd

Emily Tilston

Vi Nguyen

Lily Davis

Gemma Armitt

Seth Vardanega

Edwina Waterman

Ethan Baiju

George Tancred

Lilly Hannelly

Zahli Bennett

Molly Dunn

Joseph Madigan

Holley Dunn

Anika Ballard

Charlie Westgeest

Cooper Lawry

Alexandra Milne

Hayley Norris

Jack Judge

Lachlan Newman

Model of Christ-Centred Learning Awards
For Term 4 we will award students for the 'Blue' area of MCCL. This area is
to do with personalised learning. "Learners grow to Autonomy through
Personalised Success". Congratulations to the following students who

received awards from their teachers in Week 7: Lincoln Hainsworth, Tyler
Jackson, Lucas Rumble, Susie Moody, William Fardell, Gabrielle Cain,
Darcy Nunn, Asha Priest, Brodie Nunn, Harry Grinter, Thomas Cain, Kody
Wasow, Jayden Jomon, Audrey Seale, Selena Livermore, Harry Robertson,
Lydianna Meade, Nate Gillespie, Charlize Spurr, Lucy Haydon, Tess Hazzard
and Dashiel Bootsma.
MCCL Facilitator

McAuley Health Blog #8
‘TIS THE SEASON TO BE ACTIVE!
When kids are active, their bodies establish:
 strong muscles and bones
 healthy weight
 decreased risk of type 2 diabetes
 better sleep
 a better outlook on life
 Physically active kids also are more likely
to be motivated, focused, and successful in
school.
Instead of the typical X-Box games, latest
device app, board game, DVD or book, invest
in the health of your kids this Christmas, and
give them gifts that will get them active!
Here’s Some Great Action-Based Gifts to Consider:
Push Bikes / Scooters: Push bikes and scooters are great fun and because they’re so easy to ride,
they’re perfect for all age groups. Although quite low impact in nature, the health benefits
include the stretching and strengthening of most major muscle groups, increased
cardiovascular fitness, effective weight management and improved mental health.
Trampolines/Hopper Balls: These low impact rebound activities can improve
cardiovascular fitness, strengthen bones and increase bone mass, burn energy and support
weight management, and potentially increase lymphatic flow and improve the immune system.
Classic Games (Twister / Dodge Ball Tag / Frisbee): These classic games are perfect for kids
(and adults alike), because they test balance, coordination and flexibility. Chasing and
throwing games also add to improved cardiovascular fitness, eye-hand coordination, speed and
agility.
Cubby Houses / Construction Forts: Cubbies can encourage jumping and climbing (when raised
off the ground), as well as a whole range of other physical activities if other equipment such as
swings, monkey bars or slippery dips are attached.
Adventure Passes: Why not try adventures outside the regular outdoor activities? Why not
consider a Tree Tops ropes course, a flying trapeze lesson, indoor rock climbing, a bushwalk in
a National Park or even a season pass to a local adventure centre.
With any of these gifts, always ensure that the appropriate safety equipment is also purchased as
per legal and manufacturer specifications, and that where required, all road rules (etc) are adhered
to. By getting our kids out into the fresh air and sunshine this Christmas Season, and getting them
active, their bodies will truly thank us for it! (Us adults can join in and have a bit of fun too…. It’s
good for the soul)!!
Cherie Rivas
Catherine McAuley Parent & Partner in Health & Wellness.

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week
Sarah Patterson

Lachlan Gander

Bailey Nath

Luke Stevens

Olivia Tilston

Mia Milne

Harry Dean

Isabella Cheney

Mitchell Ewin

Thomas French

Tuckshop
Can we please ask that when ordering lunches for your children, that
you provide us with a first choice and a second choice on your child’s
order. This will save our canteen staff some time if the first choice on
the order is out of stock, particularly coming up to the end of the year.
Thank you for your understanding!

10th December to 14th December 2018
Day

9:30am

10:30am

11:30am

Monday

C Kennedy

-

-

Tuesday

H Gardiner

-

J Plokstys

Wednesday

-

-

M Gersbach

Thursday

T Scott-Robertson

-

L Johnson

Friday

S Selwood / G Rae

L Johnson

N Churchland / E Kingham

SCHOOL HOLIDAY
JUNIOR CHESS TOURNAMENT
IN ORANGE
WHERE:

St Barnabas Anglican Church Parish Hall
Corner Dora and McLachlan Streets
East Orange

WHEN:

Thursday 24th January 2019

TIME:

9:45 am to 3:30pm

ENTRY FEE:

$10 [$5 for additional family member]

PRIZES:

Trophies for 1st, 2nd & 3rd
in Under 18 and Under 12
Coaching Voucher for 1st place in U18 and U12

REGISTER BY:

22 January 2019 latest
by contacting one of the following
Junior Chess Coordinators:
1. Alexander Aich

Mob. 0408 200 564

alexander.aich@gmail.com

2. Joe Cummins

Mob. 0411 271 224

heather.cummins@optusnet.com.au

WHAT TO BRING: Your own lunch and refreshments
You don’t have to be good, this is a fun tournament. But a knowledge of the rules is required and tournament conditions will
be applied. The games will be timed with chess clocks. Don’t worry if you have never played with clocks. You’ll be told how
they work. The results will be sent to the NSW Junior Chess League for ratings.

Chess the clever sport

Thursday 6th December
6H Mass 9:30am

Interesting Fact of the Week

Friday 7th December
Year 5 Leadership Day with James Sheahan students
Year 6 Burrendong Excursion
Tuesday 11th December
Year 1, 2 & 3 Celebration Day

The first manager of the first
McDonald’s franchise was called
Ed MacLuckie.

Wednesday 12th December
Year 6 Farewell Mass 5:45pm
Year 4 Celebration Day
Thursday 13th December
End of Year Mass & Assembly 9:30am
Friday 14th December
Casual Clothes Day (Christmas Clothes)
Monday 17th December
Year 5 Celebration Day (Blayney Pool)
Kindergarten Celebration Day (Movie in the Hall)
Wednesday 19th December
Last Day of Term 4

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary
Mass Times
St Mary’s Church - Saturday 6:00pm
- Sunday 9:30am
St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am
- Sunday 6:00pm

90 Hill Street,
ORANGE NSW 2800
Telephone: (02) 6361 3344
Email: mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au

