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The school year has begun very smoothly at Catherine
McAuley. This is in no small way due to the days and
days of preparation that the school staff put in well
before "opening day". I thank them for that. Just like
the dinner party that seems so well organised, it is the
hours of preparation that has made it so. I especially
welcome those families new to our school and trust
their affiliation is a happy and fruitful one. On that
matter I invite all parents and friends to the McAuley
Welcome barbecue this Sunday commencing at
9.00am. It is free of charge and a chance to meet
friends and family new and old. The lure of fairy floss
at 9:00am is surely enticing!
Michael Croke
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Catherine McAuley

Every place has its own
particular ideas and feelings
which must be yielded to when
possible.
Catherine McAuley

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week
We are sun safe
when
playing

Welcome back! for another wonderful School year! We have had a great start to the year. It’s great to see all
the ‘old’ students again, and how much they have grown over the holidays! And, our new Kinders have met
their Year 6 Buddies and are having a lovely time settling in to their new environment.
Parent Information Evening: Thank you to all parents who were able to come along to our Parent Information
Evening on Monday night. It was lovely to have both familiar and new faces there. Remember, if you have
concerns or important information regarding your child, then please make an appointment to see your child’s
teacher as soon as possible. The more we understand your child, the better we can cater to their individuality.
Parent Information Booklet: Each family should receive a Parent Information Booklet this week. This is an
overview of the main areas where you may have questions about the school. It is not detailed, but gives a brief
overview of each of the key areas that help our school to function effectively. Please look through it and put it
in a place where you can refer to it if questions arise.
School Drop Off and Pick Up: As always, it is safety for our children that drives our decisions regarding all our
school rules. For this reason we ask that if you drop off your child, or pick them up, please do so in a safe
manner. Of a morning and again in the afternoon, all play equipment is out of bounds as it is not supervised. If
you are collecting your child in the afternoon, could you please leave your car and come into the school grounds
to get them. This is even more important if you collect your child from Byng St. The cars reversing into the curb
could easily hit a child without seeing them, so parental supervision at this time is imperative. If your child is
older and leaves through the Hill St gate, you may give them a note to walk home or to meet you at a particular
location. Please ensure you always cross the road at the pedestrian crossing. Pedestrian crossings are provided
in both Hill Street and Byng Street and are there for your safety. Please respect the instructions of our crossing
supervisors. They are fully trained with the Transport Authority. If you need to cross the road at the
roundabout, please make sure you do so in a safe manner. We have already had a complaint from a driver
about parents crossing at the roundabout with almost an expectation that drivers will stop for them. Cars have
right of way at roundabouts unless there is a pedestrian crossing marked. The below information has been obtained from the NSW RMS Website on Safety Around Schools. No stopping zones
No stopping signs are placed next to pedestrian crossings, where pedestrians
can have a clear view of approaching vehicles and drivers can see
pedestrians who are about to cross the road. It is illegal and dangerous to
stop in these areas.
No parking
You must not stop for more than two minutes in a No Parking area. You must remain in or
within 3 metres of the vehicle.
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/downloads/keeping-our-kids-safe-around-schools.pdf

School Uniform: As we settle into Term 1, we are making the students aware of the correct uniform.
During Terms 1 and 4, students need to wear a hat while they are in the playground. We have had an
unusually hot summer, and hats are an important part of the uniform. Without at hat, students have to
remain in a shaded area and play is very limited. This is both for safety reasons and to encourage
students to remember to bring their hat. We also discourage jewelry, especially those items such as
earrings and bangles that can catch on things and cause harm. Small plain stud earrings, a chain with a
cross or medal or a watch is acceptable. Could you also please keep nail polish and decorative hair
ornaments for weekends as well. Hairbands, ‘scrunchies’ or ribbons in blue, pink, maroon or white are
acceptable. All hair that is shoulder-length or longer is also to be tied back for both girls and boys. For
further details regarding our school uniform, please look on our website. https://
www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uniform.html
School Swimming Carnival: Tomorrow we head down to the pool for our annual Swimming Carnival
for our Primary students and 8yr old Year 2 students. This is always a great opportunity to see the spirit
of McAuley evident in the community atmosphere. Thank you to all our wonderful parents and friends
who help to run the carnival. Without your assistance, we would not be able to enjoy such events. It is
also brilliant to hear the cheers and barracking for the different houses! The carnival will begin at
9:30am with children being bussed down. If you want your child to stay behind at the pool, they must
bring a note to their teacher. If you are taking your child from the pool, please
see your child’s teacher to have them marked off the roll before you leave AND
DON’T FORGET HATS AND SUNSCREEN!! Please apply sunscreen before coming
to school and pack it for your child to apply again during the day.

Robyn Petty
Assistant Principal

Kindergarten Parent
Welcome Morning Tea
When: Tuesday 19th February
Time:

9:15am

Where: In the Staffroom

Please come along and enjoy a casual get together and share a cup of
tea or coffee.

Polding Summer Trials: We would like to wish the following students Sage
Annis-Brown, Zahli Bennett, Ollea Iffland, Baxter Cook, Luke Hogarth
(Basketball) the best of luck as they travel to Lismore to compete for the Bathurst
Diocese in the Polding Sports trials.

Swimming carnival
Just a quick mention that the canteen as far as we know will be available at the Pool on Thursday. Mr Croke will make announcements throughout the day informing students when they
are allowed to go to the canteen. The pool has advised us they will not serve students who are
wet, so they must make sure they are completely dry.
The novelties once again have been planned, however the pool makes the final decision on
whether we are actually able to use the indoor area. At this stage we have been told the
indoor area is available for us from 11.30. Hopefully we can use it earlier but once again this is
up to the discretion of the pool management.
Scott Hudson
(Primary Coordinator)

Welcome Fr God to Kindergarten!
Last week our gorgeous new Kindergarten students had a
special visit from our Parish Priest, Fr Greg Bellamy.
The students were delighted to pass around his book of
special prayers (missal) and to hold the special cup
(chalice) and plate (paten) that we use during Mass. We
thank our Kindy students for the warm welcome they
gave Fr Greg and for the delightful new title they
bestowed upon him...Fr God!
Opening School Mass
Next Thursday 14th February we will celebrate our Opening School Mass at St
Joseph’s Church. All families are invited to join us for this special celebration. At
the conclusion of the Mass our 2019 leaders will receive their badges and all of our
Year 6 students will recite the leaders pledge. We thank our Year students and
teachers for preparing this Mass for us and to our McAuley Music Ministry for the
prayerful atmosphere they bring to our celebrations.
Farewell Sr Helen
This week we farewell Sr Helen Saunders from our parish community. We thank Sr Helen for the way in which she
enlivened our parish with her generous spirit and her kind heart. Like a true Josephite, Sr Helen never saw a need
without doing something about it. We wish Sr Helen all the best for her new adventures at Mary MacKillop Place in
Sydney.
Sacramental Dates 2019
This year the Parish is offering First Holy Communion and Confirmation to students. First Reconciliation will not be
received by our Year 2 students as they will make this sacrament as part of their First Holy Communion preparation
in Year 3. Below are some important dates for your diary.
First Holy Communion - students in Year 3 or above
8th May - Parent Meeting in Kenna Hall at 9.30am and 7pm (choose one).
22nd May - enrolment closes
22/23rd June - First Holy Communion in all Mass centres.
Confirmation - students in Year 6 or above
3rd July - Confirmation Parent Meeting in Kenna Hall at 9.30am and 7pm (choose one).
24th July - Confirmation enrolment closes
Whole Parish practice Thursday 15th August at 7.00pm
17/18 August - Confirmation in Orange Parish
Camille Da Silva Tavares
Religious Education Coordinator

TO WELCOME THE NEW
YEAR
THE CATHERINE McAULEY
TEACHERS ARE COOKING A
SAUSAGE SIZZLE BRUNCH ON
SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY
TH

YOU ARE INVITED ………………. AND
the sausage sizzle is FREE!

On Sunday 10 February between 9:00am and 10:30am (please note earlier time) we
will be holding a welcome brunch in the playground. Everyone is invited and we hope it
will be a chance to welcome all new families. I do ask that everyone makes a special effort
to introduce themselves to anyone they don’t know.
th

Families are asked to bring their own drinks and fold up chairs.
Tea and coffee will be on sale as well as snow cones and fairy floss. Jumping Castle will
also be in action.

School Fees Accounts will be sent home shortly.
Please check with your child over the next week if
they have their school fees account in their school
bag. Payment plans can be set up and the
preferred method of payment is by BPay. Please
set this up through your bank. If you need assistance to work out your
amount, please contact Ms Annalisa Covelli. If you are paying your
account by the term, they must be paid by the due date. (Please note
this does not include people who have set up a payment plan.)
Thank you!

If you are interest in learning the Ukulele at Catherine McAuley this year
then this is your lucky day!
There are a few conditions …….


Must have your own instrument. Can purchase them from Lander’s
music shop in Orange.



Be in a class from Year 3 to Year 6.



Not already in a music group in the school i.e. guitar or band, as it opens
up places for other students.



Classes will take place on Wednesdays, second half lunch times, in the
library. Need to be available at this time.



Return permission slip to either Mrs Bishenden or Mrs Mulligan. Only
10 places to be filled so get your applications in early.

Yours in a bit of fun with music,
Anne Mulligan & Catherine Bishenden
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
McAuley Ukulele Group
My child ……………………………………………………. in Class: ….. would like to take part in
the McAuley Ukulele Group on Wednesday 2nd half of lunch. My child
will have their own instrument.

Band
Our Band program has commenced for 2019 and last Friday the
children met with Mr Love, our conductor from the Orange
Regional Conservatorium. We welcomed back our students in
the Concert Band and were thrilled with the enthusiasm shown
for the year ahead. We also welcomed 15 new students into the
Training Band and look forward to them settling in and
working hard over the coming months to produce music.
Parents are reminded that children need to have lessons outside
of school where they learn to play their instrument and then
they come together on Fridays as an ensemble to play in the
Band.
New members are most welcome, so please see me at school, or
collect an information pack from the office if you are interested in joining the Band program if
you are in Years 3-6.
Students who were in the Training Band last year are reminded to return their Band books
and accompanying cds titled "Essential Elements" as our new Training band members are
now in need of them.
Guitar
Guitar lessons will begin next week. Mr Moran will take a Beginner group on Mondays at 8.15am
and Mr French-Northern will take the Advanced group (Molly, Emerson, Anso, Maddi, Reece
and Riley) on Tuesdays and a Beginner Group on Wednesdays at 8.15am in the Music room. Children should enter the school via the Byng St gate at the Sacred Heart building. Beginner guitarists will be allocated a day after I have spoken to each child this week about the most convenient
morning for their parents.
We look forward to the sounds of guitar music wafting across the playground!
Mrs Anne Allan

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2019
In the interest of giving parents as much notice as possible,
please take note of the following dates scheduled as pupil free
days.
Term 2

Term 3

Week 1 - Monday 29th April

Week 1 - Monday 22nd July

Week 5 - Friday 31st May
Week 6 - Friday 7th June (Queens Birthday long
weekend)

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $12.00
Casual Booking $14.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $20
Casual booking $24
*Afternoon tea provided which includes
seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$45.00 for the first child $35.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Clothing Pool Open
Monday 11th February 2019
2:15pm - 3:00pm

Happy Birthday to the following students who have had birthdays this week and during the
January holidays: Isla Callaghan, Ryan Neich, Ella Brayshaw, Arliyah Geal, Jimmy Li, Ruby
Judge, Sienna Vaughan, Jordan Cooley, Jack Collins, Eamonn Danda, Toby Dover, Joseph Clark,
Maci Harvey, Asha Priest, Nate Gillespie, Emily Tilston, Layla Callaghan, Annabelle Ferrier,
Bailey Gardiner, Alex Campbell, Jaxon Murphy, Jack Curran, Vi Nguyen, Amelia Weston, William
Boyd, Elsie Dunn, Joseph Scott-Robertson, Cameron Crump, Susanne Moody, Diya Gigi,
Lamara Huggins, Luca Pogonoski, Madaline Press, Lara Cheney, Ava Corby, Sam O’Malley,
Haixian Wu, Lucy Nunn, Laura Tan, Riley Buss, Harrison Stedman, Caleb Phillips, Georgie
Martyr, Sophie McAlister, Cienna Taylor, Jayden Jomon, Ella Williams, Cynthia Palmer, Riya
George, Meah Jithesh, Ronan O’Donnell, Archie Markwick, Ethan Gallagher, Cooper Murray,
Frankie Downey, Micaela Pantoja and Marcus Spagnolo.

Tuckshop
Can we please ask that when ordering lunches for your children, that you provide us with a
first choice and a second choice on your child’s order. This will save our canteen staff some
time if the first choice on the order is out of stock, particularly coming up to the end of the
year. Thank you for your understanding!
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO CANTEEN TOMORROW
(THURSDAY) AS CANTEEN STAFF WILL BE AT THE SWIMMING CARNIVAL.

To Be Advised

Wednesday 6th February
Sr Helen’s Farewell 6:00pm Kenna Hall
Thursday 7th February
Swimming Carnival - Year 3 to Year 6 (plus 8yo Year 2)
Friday 8th February
Polding Summer Trials - Lismore
Sunday 10th February
McAuley Welcome BBQ 9:00am - 10:30am
Monday 11th February
Clothing Pool Open 2:15pm to 3:00pm

Interesting Fact of the Week
If you scaled a snooker ball up to
the size of the Earth, it would have
mountains three times higher than
anything on the planet.

Thursday 14th February
Opening School Mass 9:30am
Leaders Morning Tea
Friday 15th February
Lockdown Drill
Tuesday 19th February
Kinder Parent Morning Tea in Staffroom 9:15am
Thursday 21st February
Year 5 Mass 9:30am
Friday 22nd February
6H Assembly 2:15pm

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary
Mass Times
St Mary’s Church - Saturday 6:00pm
- Sunday 9:30am
St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am
- Sunday 6:00pm

90 Hill Street,
ORANGE NSW 2800
Telephone: (02) 6361 3344
Email: mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au

Orange Basketball Association
7-10 Year Olds - Thursdays 5-5:45pm
New athletes $80 (rego, ball and singlet)
Contact Carmen 0401 740 786

