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I again thank all parents for your cooperation during this
COVID-19 period. We all look forward to the day when
schools (and families) can return to normal but before that
happens I do ask all to adhere to the rules around student
attendance and essential workers and more recently
playground entry, which is now only permitted for
students and teachers.
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Catherine McAuley

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Prestwidge family on the
sudden passing of their son Sam. We are thinking of Debbie and
Wayne, James and Georgia at this sad time.

Michael Croke

My God, I will look to
you confidently for
grace.

Pick Up and Drop Off
Thank you for helping to keep our McAuley family safe during this very difficult time. We
understand that it is a frustrating time for everyone, as we are often receiving mixed
messages on safety. The one thing that does remain constant is our need to keep
everyone as safe as possible. We are being advised daily by our Director of Schools, as to
how the Catholic Education System is able to support families and schools in doing
this. Therefore we need to change protocols and enforce these quickly.
Yesterday we changed the way our students enter and leave the school. This is in
response to beginning the process of gradually getting students back to school. The next
consideration is keeping our teachers and other staff safe. For this reason, we need to
minimize the amount of exposure staff have to parents. Therefore we need to make sure
that students only enter the school grounds and parents remain outside school
grounds. Below is a summary of the procedures for dropping children off of a morning and
collecting them in the afternoon.
Please note: for children catching buses to and from school, there are no changes.
Morning Drop Off
Hill Street
 Little gate (pool gate) in Kinder area to remain closed
 All students enter through the main gate near Kenna Hall.
 Duty Teacher on duty from 8:15am to supervise entry to school – students only to
enter the school, parents remain outside the gate.
 Gate is closed when the bell goes (8:55am)
Byng Street
 Duty Teacher opens Byng St Gate (near the building) at 8:35am and supervises drop
off.
 Students only to enter the school, parents remain outside the gate.
 Gate is closed when the bell goes (8:55am).
 Sale St Gate remains closed.

Afternoon Pick Up
Hill Street
 Children sit on the driveway in view of Hill Street gate.
 Duty Teachers will supervise the big rolling gate and students.
 Parents will be let in three at a time through the big gate and stand on spots (like at
the supermarkets).
 Children will come out to parents.
 Parents and children exit immediately through the ‘poolgate’.
 At 3:30pm, teacher locks gate and takes any remaining students to bus lines.
Byng Street
 Sale St gate will remain closed
 Duty Teacher will open the top gate (near the building) at 3:10pm
 Children sit on the soccer field in view of the Byng Street Gate.
 Parents will be let in three at a time through the top gate and stand on spots (like at
the supermarkets).
 Children will come out to parents.
 Parents and children exit immediately through the bottom Byng St gate.
 At 3:30pm, teacher locks gate and takes any remaining students to bus lines.
Thank you once again for your understanding and flexibility as we manage this crisis.
Robyn Petty
Assistant Principal

Week 3-4 Transition back to School
Students will transition back to school next week. Students will attend school one day in
Week 3 and 2 days in Week 4. Students whose parents must leave home to attend their
workplace should send their child to school on the days that they are unable to provide
Remote Learning at home.
Transition timetable Week 3
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Essential workers
only

K,2,4

1,6

3,5

Essential workers
only

Children of Essential Workers each day as needed

Transition timetable Week 4
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

K,2,4

K,2,4

1,3,5,6

1,3,5,6

Essential workers

Children of Essential Workers each day as needed

The days where whole grades attend school there will be no Zoom video conferences
and teachers will not be checking messages or work in Google Classroom. Teachers will
be teaching their own classes which they are very much looking forward to. It will be
lovely for students and teachers to reconnect with each other.
Remote Learning Week 3-4
Teachers in each grade have planned lessons for Week 3-4. Work will once again be
available in the following ways.
1. Google Classroom
2. Uploaded to Compass
3. Printed in an Educational Work Pack
This work is identical. It is presented in three different ways to allow equitable access to
our families. All work for Term 2, Week 3 and 4, will be available from 9:00am on
Monday 11th May. If you require a printed work pack for your child please come to the
school office from this time to collect one.
We ask all students to bring work packs for Week 3-4 to school on the days they are
scheduled to attend. Teachers will be spending part of the day completing this work
with their class.
Returning Week 1-2 Work Packs
When your child returns to school in Week 3 we ask that they bring with them their
Week 1-2 work pack to be handed in to their teacher. If your child has been
completing work within the Google Classroom teachers are able to view this online.

Mother’s Day
We wish all Mother’s and those who are mother figures to children a
wonderful, restful and happy Mother’s Day on Sunday. We offer thanks for
Mothers, Grandmothers and those who are nurturing, life giving and
maternal in their care and love of others.
A Prayer for Mothers and those who are like Mothers to us.

Gracious God, as a mother loves her children, so you love us. For that
great truth we praise and thank you. We rejoice and are grateful for the
beauty of the person who is our mother. Bless all mothers and those who
are like mothers. Be their strength and their safety as they care for your
children. We make our prayer in the name of Jesus, your Son. Amen.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Co-ordinator

From The Family
Educator
Josh Dunn
5 Ways to Nurture Your Child’s Faith…
Explain to your child why you gave him or her the name you did…and your family
name
In the Bible, names carry a lot of meaning. Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter (Greek for
“rock”), which indicated Peter being chosen as the leader of Christian community. By
telling your child how you chose his or her name, you can highlight the hopes you have for
your child and emphasise his or her connection to the larger community.
Tell stories about your ancestors.
Explain, for example, how their grandparents or great-great grandparents came to this
country if they are of immigrant heritage. Such stories - of the strength, perseverance, and
faith of their forebears - will help them know that they are part of a larger, grander story
than just their own.
Share with your child who your favourite saint is and why.
Describe how you came across a particular saint and why (or saintly person in your life).
Explain to your child the reason you admire this person and talk about other people whom
you admire.
Offer a story about how your faith helped you in a particular time in your life.
Think back to a time when you made an important decision and share how your faith shaped
the decision. Set aside time to also talk about how your faith helps you in times of adversity
and times of joy.
Give your child your time and attention; listen to their hopes and dreams.
The care and concern you express for your child provides a foundation upon which your
child can accept God’s love and the love of others. Every day you help to shape the attitude
your child brings to prayer and worship. The loving attention you share with your child
prepares him or her to encounter Jesus in the Eucharist, and in other people.
Taken from https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/family-faith-and-fun/talking-to-kids
-about-faith/5-ways-to-nurture-your-childs-faith/

Catherine McAuley Health Blog
Helping Kids Deal with Change
The world has been a little bit topsy-turvy for a while now, and many kids
have had to become accustomed to doing things a little bit differently.
All of a sudden, they’re doing school at home and their Mum’s and Dad’s have
become more hands-on, than ever before. They’ve been isolated from their
friends and have been limited in their opportunities to do even the simplest
things, like play sports or visit places beyond their local communities.
There’s light at the end of the tunnel though, and before we know it, things
will begin to return to ‘normal’…. but even so, such significant changes in
such a relatively short period, can still be enough to derail many kids.
To help with the transition, consider these strategies:
Keep it Positive:
Most kids are typically very happy when they don’t have to go to school, but no doubt by now, they’ve
learned that home-schooling is not quite the holiday they expected. Nevertheless though, it’s possible that
the thought of returning to school, will make them a little nervous.
Remain positive and reinforce that although it’s been great to have everyone together at home, it will be
really exciting to get back to school to see their friends and teacher!
Keep Kids in the Loop (based on their needs):
Talking to kids in a clear and honest way is really important, but they don’t need to get bogged down by an
overwhelming level of detail.
Unless they specifically ask, remain thoughtful about what information you share with them. (eg: “we’ll
FaceTime Grandma and Grandpa this week”, rather than “we need to stay away from Grandma and Grandpa
in case they get sick”).
Make Plans:
Talk to kids about places and routines that were once familiar and start to chat about being able to do that
again. If dates are known (eg: returning to school), mark them on the calendar and involve your child in
planning the back-to-school readiness routine, and other events that can take place when isolation/distancing
restrictions are lifted.
By assigning kids a few planning and organising tasks, they will feel like a valuable and contributing part of
the plan, which will boost their feelings of safety and security.
Cherie Rivas
Partner in Health & Wellness

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Oscar Gardner,

Patrick May, Evie Tyack, Tyler Brady, Georgia Buss, Bo Brodrick, Ted Healey, Cooper
Schuberth, Liam George and Barnaby Luelf.

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

