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Term 4 -Week 1 - 6th October 2021

I welcome all students, parents and staff back to a "normal"
school week (and term) which we hope will be a pattern that
remains for the rest of the year. I thank everyone for all the
patience that has been displayed especially during the last 5
weeks of last term. Whilst we are still ambivalent that we can't
have more parent participation in our school to engender our
wonderful community I'm sure that we are very grateful for
the fact that we have at least been able to return, which is a
luxury that many other schools in NSW and especially
Victoria have still not been given. We are especially thinking
of our Grade 6 students who will be finishing their time at
Catherine McAuley. They have had to endure many final
year events that have had to be either streamlined or
cancelled but have done so with much grace and patience and
been an example to us all.

EXECUTIVE STAFF
Principal
Michael Croke
Assistant Principal
Robyn Petty
Religious Education Coordinator
Brooke Church
Numeracy Coordinator
Scott Hudson
Literacy Coordinator
Virginia Milliken

Catherine McAuley

You should remember that not to

advance is to go back, and reflect

Michael Croke

each day what you can do more to
attract God's love and friendship
than you did the day before.
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Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Welcome back to term 4! What an absolute joy to be back to full classrooms and
children bustling around the school! We are so grateful to have our children back and we
thank you for all your patience and support during the second half of last term. What a
busy but exciting term this one will be! We launch the term with our celebration of
Missions. For the first two weeks we will be focusing on raising awareness and money for
Catholic Missions. Traditionally this is a really fun and reflective time at school, but with
Covid restrictions, we have had to change many traditional activities. Mrs Church has still
managed to come up with very clever and fun ways to help the children understand this
important message, and we look forward to these activities. We also have our Kinder
Orientation, our Melbourne Cup Trifecta and of course, our End of Year celebrations, which
hopefully we will be able to truly celebrate as a whole school community. The next eleven
weeks are bound to fly by!!

Focus of the Week: As we begin this term, we are still conscious of how delicately
balanced our city is regarding our safety. We anticipate that we will remain out of
Lockdown, and that the rest of the State will join us very soon, but we still need to play our
part in keeping ourselves and others safe in this pandemic. As such, we begin our term
revising personal hygiene and keeping Covid Safe. Washing our hands properly and often is
still the most important way we can do this at school. As part of our personal safety, we also
need to look at covering our mouths and noses when sneezing or coughing, and not
touching others more than needed.
Important points for students:
Wash our hands:
** when we enter and leave the classrooms
** before and after we eat


Cover our mouths when we cough



Put our own used tissues into the bin, don’t touch other people’s tissues



Cover our nose when we sneeze by sneezing into our elbows



Keep from touching others when we don’t need to



Remember personal space - sit a little further away from the person beside us

Don’t pick up others’ things if we don’t need to

McAuley Day: Although we were not able to have our normal McAuley Day
celebrations, it was lovely to still be able to acknowledge our Patron through the
beautiful prayer that Mrs Church created. Normally we would also announce our
McAuley Award Winners as part of our celebrations, however we plan to do this as part
of our End of Year celebrations instead.

Hair Cuts At School: Just a reminder that during school terms, students are asked
not to have extreme hair cuts or have their hair died. Cuts with initials, zigzags, close
shaven or coloured hair are fun for school holidays but not acceptable during school
terms.

Covid 19 Procedures for School: As we return to Face-to-Face learning, we are
very aware of maintaining Level 3 Covid Restrictions. These include no parents on the
school grounds, separating children into Stages and reducing opportunities for
children in the different Stages to mingle, as well as remaining vigilant in our safety
procedures. For this reason, we have altered which playgrounds the various grades
play on and the combinations of students who play together. We are still looking at
how these new arrangements are working, and identifying ways to make it easier for
the students and teachers to support these restrictions. Hopefully with only a few
weeks until all restrictions Statewide are lifted, we can fulfill our requirements without
too many changes.

Children Displaying Covid-like Symptoms: As part of our restrictions, if any
child presents with a cough, sore throat, high temperature, runny nose, headache or
other symptom associated with Covid, we have an obligation to contact parents and
ask for the child to go home. Before returning, the child must have a negative Covid
test and be symptom-free. If parents do not want their child to have a test, the child
must isolate for 10 days and be symptom-free before returning to school. Thank you
for your understanding and support in this matter.

Canteen: We are very happy that once again our Canteen will be operating this Term
from Tuesday to Friday. If you need a menu, they are available on our Website.

Kindergarten Orientation 2021: We are delighted to be able to have a modified
version of our Kinder Orientation Program for 2022 take place this Term! We will ask
Parents to bring their children to Kenna Hall, where they will meet with the Kinder
teachers before coming across to the Kinder classrooms. Unfortunately, in line with
Covid Restrictions, parents will not be able to enter the school grounds. Letters will
be sent to parents of our new Kinder students this week with further details, including
times and dates. We look forward to meeting all our new children and their families
and welcoming them to the McAuley Family.
Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

From the Religious Education Coordinator
Welcome back to Term 4! It is so lovely to see all the students back with their friends and classmates.
How wonderful to have the school full of laughter and smiling faces again.
A Prayer to Start Term 4
Dear Lord,
As we prepare for the coming of a new term, make us ready, attentive and available to hear you.
Thank You for the gift of being able to rise each day with the assurance that You walk through it with us.
Thank You for the gifts of creativity and uniqueness, and the energy to put them to
good use.
May all that we are today, all that we try to do today, may all our encounters, reflections, even the
frustrations and failings all be placed in your hands.
May the work we do and the way we do it, bring new hope, new life, and courage to all we come in
contact with this term.
Amen.
Mission Week
During Weeks 1 & 2 of Term 4, we celebrate Mission Week. Through the
use of materials from Catholic Mission, we raise awareness of the plight of
disadvantaged children in our world with this year the focus being on
Thailand. The following fundraising and awareness activities will be
happening during Week 2 of Term 4.
We ask each student for a $5 donation to participate in the wonderful activities we have planned.
All money raised will go straight to Catholic Mission. Please send your donation to your class
teacher.
Monday 11th October -Pay for a Homework Free Week!!
Pay to have no homework for a week! Send in the money and free time at home will be yours!
Tuesday 12th October - Crazy Hat and Crazy Sock Day
Students can wear a different hat and crazy socks with their uniform. Some ideas include odd
socks, coloured socks, long socks. Just grab something you already have at home to wear.
Wednesday 13th October - Class Mission Week Liturgy and
Deny and Donate Recess
Liturgy - Classes will participate in a Mission Week Liturgy at 10:30am.
Deny and Donate - Students are asked to deny themselves food at recess and instead donate a
non-perishable snack, eg muesli bar, snack packs of biscuits, chips etc which will then be given
to St Vincent de Paul to distribute to the needy.
Thursday 14th October - Grade Mini Fun Day
Teachers have planned some fun grade activities for the students. Some activities include
obstacle courses, sack races, tenpin bowling, ping pong and spoon races, and a chalk mural.
Students will receive chips and a popper as part of the fun!
Friday 23rd October - Casual Clothes Day
To finish the week students can wear casual clothes to school. Hooray!
Thank you for your kindness and generosity in supporting Catholic Mission. The money raised during
Mission Week goes directly to communities in Thailand.
Have a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Leah Turner,

Gabrielle Cain, Ayush Sarapanahalli Ravikumar, Enzo Crombie, Isabelle Tilston, Austin
Macdouall, Xzavier McLean, Finn Rogers, Violet Temoso, Blakely Hamling, Sienna Palmer,
Sarah Stone, Theo Sullivan.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class.

Mission Week Activities
Monday 11th October
No Homework + $5 Donation for Mission Week Activities
Tuesday 12th October
Crazy Sock/Crazy Hat Day - Students will wear crazy socks with their uniform
(either school or sport depending on day for your child)
Wednesday 13th October
Deny & Donate Recess (packaged items)
Thursday 14th October
Grade Mini Fun Day (students only)

Interesting Fact of the Week
Did you know that it would take only one hour to
drive to space. Approximately 30km from Earth to
Space.

Friday 15th October
Casual Clothes Day
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Registrations to play cricket for Orange CYMS Cricket Club in the 2021-22 season
have now opened.
There are teams and formats for boys and girls of all ages and skill levels, including:







Junior Blasters (ages 5-7): One hour of fun, skills-based activities for kids who are new
to cricket
Master Blasters (ages 7-10): 90 minutes of modified games and skills for kids with
basic cricket skills
Junior club cricket (ages 9-18): Games which allow kids of all skill levels to transition
towards adult cricket
Players in all teams will receive playing clothes as part of their registration.
Active Kids vouchers (valued at $100 per child) can be redeemed as part of
registrations.
To register or for more information go to www.playcricket.com.au and search for
'Orange CYMS Cricket Club'.

