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A warm welcome to 2018 to all, those continuing students and families
and those just starting at Catherine McAuley. I especially welcome the
Kindergarten students who do appear that they have been at the school a
long time, such is the smoothness of their early days. On the staff front it
is with regret that I announce the departure of Mrs Trish Aumuller who is
moving to Newcastle with her family (more about Trish later). Ms Emilee
Campbell will be taking Trish’s class for the year. I also welcome Mrs
Rebecca Hughes to the staff and the “re-entry” of Mrs Brooke Church. I
am also pleased to announce that Mr Greg Gorham is employed at the
school as our maintenance and gardening person.
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Catherine McAuley

I invite all family members to our Welcome barbecue this Sunday
commencing at 10.30am. The teachers will be doing all the cooking and it
is free apart from any items (tea, coffee and milkshakes etc) that can be
purchased from the canteen. I thank Kellie Ziola and Liss Ryan for
opening the canteen after hours!

Michael Croke

Prayer is a plant,
the seed of which is sown
in the heart of every Christian.
If it is well cultivated and
nourished,
it will produce abundant fruit,
but if it is neglected
it will wither and die.

From the Assistant Principal
School based Positive Behaviour for Learning (SPB4L):
As part of our school becoming an SPB4L school (School based Positive Behaviour for Learning) we have
changed the key words that sit on top of our rules. The committee felt that the three words respectful, responsible
and safe are like a umbrella that sit over all expectations at McAuley. I would like to acknowledge the work that
the SPB4L Committee have done in 2017 with the assistance of Vicki Hagney from the CEO. SPB4L Committee
2017 Marg Wright, Debbie Prestwidge, Jennene Carpenter, , Georgie Haydon, Anne Mulligan, Helen Croke, Scott
Hudson, Anne Allan, Trish Aumuller, Bel Forbes, Steve Maguire, Michael Croke & Camille da silva Tavares.
FOCUS FOR THE FORTNIGHT:
Show respect to parents and visitors:
We show respect for others when moving around the school. During the last week and this week teachers will take
time out to teach their class not only the importance of moving around our school appropriately but also how to
move around our school respectfully.

McAuley School Rules
Faith: God’s rules are: 1. Love God
2. Love others - treat others how you want them to treat you.
BE RESPECTFUL - BE RESPONSIBLE - BE SAFE
McAuley Swimming Carnival: The McAuley Swimming carnival will be held at the Orange Aquatic Centre on
Monday 19th February. All children from Year 3 – Year 6 will attend the carnival. Children who are not
competitive swimmers (unable to swim 50M confidently) will take part in novelty events. Year 2 children who
are turning 8 this year and are confident 50M swimmers are invited to attend as part of the Diocesan sport
pathway. Year 2 children who are not able to complete 50M confidently will stay at school. All notes for our
swimming carnival must be returned by Thursday 8th February so races can be organised.
If you are able to help and haven’t been allocated a job please see Mr Croke on the day and he will organise
something.
Southern Region Swimming Carnival: Thursday 22nd February at Orange Aquatic Centre.
Polding Summer Sports Trials: We wish Maya Thompson and Rachel Masling the best of luck this Friday
when they travel to Newcastle for the Polding Summer sports trials for Basketball. At a later date Tess Hazzard,
Lachlan Newman and Alex Milne (touch) will compete in the Polding Touch Trials.
Protected Learning Time: It is wonderful to walk around our school during Protected Learning Time (9.00 –
11.00am Monday to Thursday) and see the uninterrupted focus on learning. The high expectations on students
who are working at their individual level is obvious as is the variety of activities, engagement of students,
teachers and student assistants. It is important to have children arrive on school on time. Please try and not to
book any appointments for children during these times.
Learning for all...EXPECT, INSPIRE, ENGAGE.
Whole School Assembly: 6T will present their work at the first Whole School Assembly Friday 9th March
commencing at 12.30pm in Kenna Hall. All welcome.

School Uniform:
It is great to see everyone come back to McAuley in the correct school uniform. Please be reminded:
Children are expected to be attired in the correct school uniform each day of the school year and to present
themselves in line with school dress policy, which stipulates: (if this is not the case please send a note of
explanation of why they are out of uniform)
• Extremes of hairstyle are not permitted, these include coloured hair and haircuts or undercut less than a ‘two’
or rats tails. Hair below the shoulders must be pulled back off their face
• no bracelets, bangles, necklaces or anklets - a religious medal on a fine chain may be worn
• one small ring only
• no nail polish
• one set of earrings only sleepers or studs
• T-shirts under short sleeved shirts are not permitted
• Black school shoes must be worn
• In Terms 1 & Terms 4 boys are permitted to have their shirt out
• In cold weather children are permitted to wear jackets, scarves and / or beanies in the playground. (Preferably
plain navy blue or maroon.)
Morning Routine: Drop and go at the gate:
Parents are reminded that the routine in the morning is drop your child at the gate …give them a kiss and
cuddle and let them walk into school. EVEN FOR KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN…. the children will settle
in quickly and will stop congestion in the Kindy and Year 1 line up area of a morning.
Steve Maguire

Sacramental Meetings with Priest

Please note when making a Sacramental
Meeting with a priest please only make
1 booking per family, not 1 booking per
child.


On the booking sheet where it has
book for students, please put in 1
only and in students name please
add eldest child only.

Loving God, as this new School Year begins,
you invite us to walk with you in faith, hope
and love. Encourage us and inspire us.
Throughout the year, help us to be aware of
your presence with us, showing us how to
walk with you. We make our prayer in
Jesus’ name.
Amen
From the Religious Education Coordinator

Welcome back to yet another very busy year! I hope everyone had a restful and refreshing break over
the holidays.
Opening School Mass: We will be celebrating our Opening Mass tomorrow Thursday, 8th
February at 9.30am. At this Mass our Captains will be presented with their badges and our Year 6,
as leaders of our school, will make their Pledge of Leadership. Like all our Masses this year, this
Mass will also be the Parish Mass scheduled for Thursday morning. This will be a change for us, but
a great way of further developing our school/parish relationship. We would love to have you join us
for this very special Mass.
Liturgies and Masses for this Term: With only two priests available now to service the Orange
Parish and the outlying towns and villages, we have had to change the way in which we roster
children to attend Mass. For our Opening Mass, all students will be in attendance and the Year 6
students will sit with their Kinder buddies. However, instead of different Grades preparing their own
Grade Masses throughout the year as we have done in the past, this year classes will be scheduled to
attend a Parish Mass on a Thursday morning. This will be a lovely way for students to experience a
different form of our Eucharistic Liturgy than the Masses normally attended, as well as incorporating
the School and the Parish as one welcoming, worshiping community. We look forward to the benefits
this new format will bring.
Ash Wednesday Mass: Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the Season of Lent, and the build up to
the most important event in the Catholic Calendar, Easter. Ash Wednesday is next Wednesday, 14th
February. As we have had to cut the number of Masses said during this day due to a lack of clergy,
only our Year 3 to Year 6 students will attend Mass (at 10.45am in St Joseph’s Church), and our
Infants children will attend a Liturgy at 12.30pm in St Joseph’s Church. We will also have the
pleasure of having the Year 3– Year 6 students from St Mary’s Primary School join us at St Joseph’s
Church for the Ash Wednesday Mass. You are very welcome to join us for either the Mass or the
Infant’s Liturgy.
Robyn Petty

Enrolling for Sacraments in 2018: Family-Priest Meetings in Term 1
Welcome to a new year! I hope it is a good one! An important part of the faith-life of Catholic families is working
together with the local parish to discern when your child is both ready and willing to request a sacrament. This is a
decision made by both your family and the family of the Church. Not all families and not all children are ready for
sacraments at the same time: everyone is different.
To receive a sacrament a child should be a baptised Catholic, have a family that actively lives a faith-life, and
freely want to receive the sacrament after a period of instruction and spiritual formation. Our Catholic schools
support you with this instruction and formation, but they never replace the family’s role. Receiving a sacrament is
not an automatic part of enrolling in a Catholic school: it’s a freely-made request by a family to the local parish.
For First Reconciliation, children must be in at least Year 2, for First Holy Communion, children must be in at
least Year 3 and have already received Reconciliation, and for Confirmation, children must be in at least Year 6
and have already received First Holy Communion. These are minimum ages; families can choose to wait till a
child is older to enrol him/her in a sacrament if they choose. There is no pressure to do sacraments if your child
and your family are not ready. If a child is not a Catholic but wants to receive sacraments the family should
contact the parish and make an appointment to see me.
If your family has one or more children who may decide to request a sacrament this year you are asked to make an
appointment for a short meeting with a priest in Term 1, commencing in Week 3. This meeting is essential for
your child to receive a sacrament. Your child/children do not have to attend the meeting but they are welcome. If
both parents could attend that would be wonderful, but as long as one parent/guardian attends. Please bring a
copy of your child’s/children’s baptism certificate to this meeting. The main purpose of this meeting is for us
to personally meet you and provide encouragement and practical support for your family’s faith-development.
Parents are the first educators of their children in faith but many parents may not feel confident or well-equipped
for this challenge. The priest will briefly give some practical ideas on how you can continue to support the
faith-life of your family. Of course, you can ask any questions you want or even discuss other concerns if you
would like.
When you arrive for your interview at the parish office (84 Hill St), you will be met either by myself, the parish
priest; Fr Greg Bellamy, by Fr Pius Khaoya, the assistant priest, or by Seminarian Diep Nguyen, who is training to
be a priest.
Below you will find instructions on how to use the school’s online system to choose your appointment time.
Please make sure you do this early in Term 1. You will also find the sacrament dates for 2018 below. We look
forward to welcoming you and speaking with you over the next few weeks.
Prayers and kind regards,
Fr Greg Bellamy PP

From the Primary Coordinator
An Amazing Year of Learning
During 2017 we saw some amazing growth academically for the students of McAuley. The pursuit of a whole school approach in areas
such as numeracy and reading, produced some
encouraging results across the school. What
has been even more pleasing is that this
growth has been across the spectrum of student ability. Systems have been embedded that
ensure explicit learning at all levels.
During Term 4, teachers trialed a new form of intervention and enrichment across the school. Each Friday grades welcomed
either Mr Maguire or myself as an extra teacher for
their Mathematics lesson. During this time
students
were given the opportunity to: receive intervention for
essential learning targets for their grade, practice essential numeracy skills or
receive opportunities for enrichment in Mathematics. Mr Maguire and I
thoroughly
en-

Welcome Kindergarten

Locking of Gates
Securing the Catherine McAuley site is of paramount importance to ensure the safety of our students. For this
reason, we remind parents that gates are locked at 9:05 am and re-opened at 2:45pm each day. The gates
are locked at this early part of the day to ensure safety and also to limit interruption to the learning for our
Year 6 House Captains who have the role of locking and unlocking the gates. Any child who arrives after the
gates are locked at 9.05 must enter through the main office front door to be signed in by a parent.
Arrival At School
There are some children arriving at school well before 8.35am. Please note that playground supervision does
not begin until 8:35am. While we do understand that there may be occasional instances when arrival before
this time is unavoidable, we cannot guarantee that the gates will be opened.
The first gate that will be opened (usually around 8:00) is the gate between Kenna Hall and the school office
in Hill St. Children who arrive prior to 8:35am are asked to move through this gate and directly to the
undercover seats in Area A where they are to remain SEATED to wait for the teachers to arrive on duty. The
remaining gates will be opened by the supervising teachers when duty commences at 8:35am.
Once again, students should not be arriving at school before 8:35am and if arrival before this time is
unavoidable (this should not be the normal routine) then children must follow the above procedure.

Afternoon Pick-Up Procedures
On advice from the RMS we remind parents to collect children from the school grounds in the afternoon.
(Either Byng St or Hill St pick-up locations) Students will not be allowed to walk to parents waiting in
cars. As cars reverse park it is very difficult to see young children who are not in the presence of an adult
and this creates a very dangerous situation.
If your child walks/ride home, a note must be sent in to provide permission for children to walk/ride home
without an adult. Only these children are permitted to leave the school grounds without the supervision of an
adult. In these instances please ensure that you have mapped the safest route for your child and that they are
aware of safety protocols should they encounter any difficult situations on their way home.
Please note that no children are permitted to use the play equipment or to use sporting equipment
(soccer balls, scooters etc) after the school day has ended even if they are in the presence of their
parent or guardian. We ask that you be diligent in reminding your children of this school rule.
We thank you for your support in ensuring that our students are safe when arriving and leaving the school
grounds.
Cords on School Hats
It is great to see our students wearing their hats during the hotter weather. Many of the younger students
have a hat which includes a cord. This cord provides minimal assistance in keeping the hat on, however, can
be dangerous when playing on equipment. It would be better for the cord to be cut off to avoid this issue.
Camille Tavares
Instrumental Program
The school Instrumental Program has commenced with dozens of enthusiastic musicians in the Band and
Guitar program. Thank you, parents, for providing this wonderful opportunity for your children. Children are
expected to commit to the program for the full year and parental support in this matter would be greatly
appreciated.
BAND: The Training Band and Concert Band rehearse on Fridays over in the Sacred Heart building and
students are reminded that they may drop off their instruments before school. Training Band members have
been issued with their Essential Elements book which is on loan until the end of the year. Please look after it!
Concert Band members have their Band folder are reminded to bring it every Friday.
GUITAR: The Advanced Guitar group commenced on Monday morning with their tutor, Matt Arthur from
the Orange Regional Conservatorium. The other two groups, will commence next week at 8.15am in the
Music room. Please enter via the Byng St gate.
The combined Intermediate/Beginner group on MONDAY with tutor Phil Moran is: Daisy Bohringer,
Sophie Bouffler, Matilda Rose Cheney, Evelyn Franklyn, Molly Haydon, Ted Healey, Emerson Page, Oliver
Taberner, Lyla Budd, andWill Munday.
The Beginner group with Andrew French Northern is: Archie Adamson, Akok Aluk, Gemma Armitt, Riley
Baird, Reese Board, Madeline Clarke, Melissa Gilmerchant, Kody Wasow and Anso Joy. Day is yet to be
confirmed. I shall inform the children as soon as possible.
Anne Allan
Music & Drama Teacher

Welcome back to the Library for 2018. It's great to see such excitement at the beginning of the school year
especially in the library where some new seating and tables have been revealed. All classes (except
Kindergarten) are commencing borrowing this week. Please ensure your child has their Library bag to
bring along on Library day so they can take home some wonderful books to read. All Kindergarten children
and new students to the school will be issued with a school Library bag. If you have lost your bag and have
completely given up on finding it then you can purchase a new one at a cost of $10 (send the money in an
envelope to me) or alternatively bring along another suitable bag. I am looking forward to another year of
sharing with your children a great love of literature and reading.
Library Days
Monday - 2C, 2J, 5F, 3C
Tuesday - 1B,4P, 5C,6T
Wednesday - KS, 2F, 3H,3S
Thursday - 4B, 5L, 6H, 6R

Queen’s Baton Relay
Orange hosted the Queen’s baton relay ahead of this year’s Gold Coast Commonwealth Games. 11 years ago
Orange hosted the baton relay for the 2006 Melbourne games and its return was welcomed by students at
Catherine McAuley.
Orange was one of only three cities in the Central West, alongside Parkes and Dubbo, selected to host the
baton relay on its journey from England to the Gold Coast.

Happy Birthday to the following students who had birthdays during the holidays and this week:

Jayden Jomon
Don Jimmon
Arliyah Geal
Sienna Vaughan
Jordan Cooley
Jack Collins
Eamonn Danda
Toby Dover
Mark Jachi
Joseph Clark
Asha Priest
Myles Sullivan
Lucy Haydon
Luca Pogonoski
Madaline Press

Emily Tilston
Annabelle Ferrier
Bailey Gardiner
Alex Campbell
Millie-Rose Brodbeck
Vi Nguyen
William Boyd
Elsie Dunn
Josef Scott-Robertson
Cameron Crump
Susanne Moody
Diya Gigi
Lara Cheney
Ava Corby
Freya Bieniek

Ryan Neich
Rachel Masling
Dane Domin
Riya George
Ronan O’Donnell
Archie Markwick
Max Plokstys
Cleo McGinley
Cooper Murray
Michaela Pantoja
Harrison Stedman
Cienna Taylor
Georgie Martyr
Evelyn Franklyn
Caleb Phillips

Ella Williams
Cynthia Palmer
Isabella Budworth
Riley Buss
Lucy Nunn
Jayden Jomon
Isla Callaghan
Joseph Madigan

The clothing pool will be open
Thursday 8th February 2:10pm - 2:50pm.
Tuckshop Roster
As the canteen has a new process in place Kellie will
call volunteers for next week.
Roster for Term 1 will go out with children on Friday
Many thanks

READY FOR SOME NETBALL FUN IN
2018
Games start in May 5th - see our Facebook page
CYMS Netball Club Inc

HOCKEY
SIGN ON DAY
Cyms Hockey Club
Open to all

FEBRUARY

Team Registration open visit the CYMS Netball
Facebook Page
Expressions of Interest for Individual
registrar - cymsnetballregistrar@yahoo.com
If you are keen to coach, manage, umpire or
volunteer on the committee - please
contact cymsnetball@y7mail.com
We would love you to play and be involved!

4
CYMS Hockey Club is proud to present its Sign on Day
for its 45th year of competition! Registration is open on
Sunday 4th February 2018 kicking off at 4PM - 5PM at
The Victoria Hotel, Summer Street
Catering for girls and boys all ages, New players
welcome. Come along and join in the fun
contact us at
cymshockeyorange@gmail.com
OR

http://ja3358.wix.com/cymshockeyorange

CAN’T MAKE IT? Sign on Online

School Tours for New
Enrolments
School Tours will be held at the school for the week
26th February - Friday 2nd March for any new
enrolments.
If you know of any relatives/friends who have
children starting 2019/2020 please let them know
they can call the office on 6361 3344 to organise a
time.

Interesting Fact of the Week
In 2006, an Australian man
tried to sell New Zealand on
eBay. The price rose to $3,000
before eBay shut it down.

Thursday 8th February
Opening School Mass 9.30am

Liturgy and Mass Dates for Term 1: Below
is a schedule for our Masses and Liturgies for
this term.

Kindergarten Meeting 2.15pm

Week 2: Thursday 8h February Opening
School Mass @ 9:30am

Sunday 11th February
McAuley Welcome BBQ
Tuesday 13th February
Parent Information Evening 5.30pm - 6.30pm at school
Wednesday 14th February
Year 3 - 6 Ash Wednesday Mass 10.45am

Week 3: Wednesday 14th February
Year 3—6 Ash Wednesday Mass @ 10:45am
Week 3: Wednesday 14th February
Infants Liturgy @ 12.30pm
Week 5: Sunday 4th March CSW Mass St
Mary’s @ 9.30am
Week 6: Thursday 8th March 6H attending
Parish Mass @ 9.30am

Infants Liturgy 12.30pm

Week 7: Thursday 15th March 6T attending
Parish Mass @ 9.30am

Monday 19th February

Week 8: Thursday 22nd March 6R attending
Parish Mass @ 9.30am

McAuley Swimming Carnival

Week 9: Thursday 29th March Holy Thursday
Liturgy time tbc

Thursday 22nd February
Southern Region Swimming Carnival

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School
Orange
Mass Times
St Mary’s Church - Saturday 6:00pm
- Sunday 9:30am
St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am
- Sunday 6:00pm

90 Hill Street,
ORANGE NSW 2800
Telephone: (02) 6361 3344
Email: mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au

