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Without the cross, the real crown   

cannot come.  

Catherine McAuley 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 

 

As this is the final newsletter for 2021 I wish to thank all members 
of the Catherine McAuley community for their sterling efforts in 
2021, especially when the school was directly affected by the 
COVID virus and was forced to cease face to face lessons. I thank 
staff in the first instance and all students and parents. I pay        
special tribute to those Grade 6 students who are leaving our 
school for their high school journey and also a big thank you to 
those families who are finishing their time at Catherine McAuley. 
We thank you for your support and assistance. 

I wish everyone a happy and holy and safe Christmas and look  

forward to all that 2022 brings.   

Michael Croke 



 
 

SPB4L Focus:  We Are Safe. This week will be our last Focus week for 2021.  We have been going 

through our school rules for the last few weeks and this week our focus is ‘We Are Safe.’ This week we will be 
looking at how we keep safe at the beginning and end of our school day, on the playground, in the classroom, 
around the school and when we leave the school for excursions or Rewards days.  It is important we follow the 
school rule of being Safe in all these areas. 

 

Important points for students: 

 We act safely on the playground and on the equipment and are inclusive of all people: 

 We keep ourselves safe in the classroom by moving sensibly and using the class     
furniture and equipment properly. 

 When moving around the school, we keep to the left on the stairs and move quietly, not 
run and push others. 

 Before and after school, we sit and wait for the teachers or our parents.  

 On excursions or Rewards days, we need to listen to the teachers and use our manners to 
keep us safe. 

 

 

 

End of Year Celebrations: We had the loveliest Year 6 Farewell celebrations yesterday! Congratulations 
to all Year 6 and their teachers on three beautiful Liturgies. So much work went into preparing for these Liturgies 
and the luncheon celebrations that followed.  We are blessed to have generous teachers and gorgeous students at 
McAuley, and yesterday’s celebrations bore testament to this.  A huge ‘thank you’ also to Mrs Church for        
preparing such lovely Liturgies. Current Covid restrictions have stopped us from having our End of Year Mass, 
but Mrs Church organised a beautiful Liturgy that took place in all classrooms at 10.30am. It was amazing to feel 
the whole school coming to a stop simultaneously to embrace all the great and challenging times we have been 
through this year, and give thanks for all we have at the end of this year.  Our End of Year Assembly will also be 
very different this year without parents and our whole school coming together. Year 5 & 6 only will gather in 
Kenna Hall on Friday for the announcement of Captains and Prefects for 2022. At this Assembly we will also give 
out the McAuley Awards, which were delayed due to Covid restrictions.  It has been a huge year and we are so 
proud of our McAuley family for all that we have achieved.   

 

Absentee Notes:  Please make sure that all outstanding absenteeism notes are either recorded on Compass 
or sent into school with explanations for each day that children are away from school by the end of this week 
(Friday 10th December).  This is an official requirement so please be mindful of completing this task. 

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 

  Be Respectful 

Be  

Responsible 

 Be Safe 

 

 

 



 
Grade Celebration (Rewards) Days:  Our Grades have now started to celebrate their achievements 
this year with their Grade Celebration or Rewards Day. Teachers have worked out fun activities to show the  
students their appreciation for all the hard work and great attitude the students have shown this year.  Our     
Celebration Day Schedule is as follows: 

 

Wednesday 8th Dec:   Kinder – Movie, popcorn and popper in Kenna Hall 

Thursday 9th Dec: Yr 3&4  - Adventure Playground, ice blocks and fun in Kenna Hall 

   Yr 5   -   Ten Pin Bowlng 

Friday 10th Dec: Yr 1   -   Movie, popcorn and popper in Kenna Hall 

Monday 13th Dec: Yr 2   -  Movie in Kenna Hall – bring your own pillow! 

   Yr 6  -  Lake Burrendong!  

 

We have many students who work very hard throughout the year and continually follow our school rules.  These 
days are a great way of us being able to say ‘thank you’ to these students for their cooperation and leadership.  
Unfortunately, some students choose not to follow school rules at times, and this can have a negative impact on 
others. For students who don’t follow school rules and show a lack of regard for others, they may not be able to 
attend these celebrations. For students not participating in these days, they will be helping with the end of year 
tasks around the school. Parents of students not joining the Grade Celebration Day will receive a phone call 
from their class teacher.   

 

Lost Property: Mrs Garnon is delighted with the response to claiming lost property!  She has only a few 
items left now, mainly winter coats, a few jumpers and tracksuit items and a huge amount of drink bottles and 
lunchboxes.  If you have lost items this year, please remind your children to look at the small collection and 
hopefully they can recognise their items.  Any clothing left unclaimed at the end of the School year will be    
donated to the Clothing Pool. 

 

THANK YOU! Once again, Covid has meant that our school year has been disrupted, parents have been kept 
out of our classrooms and playgrounds and children have gone through unexpected change and upheaval.  Yet, 
we have built resilience, adaptability and a deeper understanding of our need for family and connection.  As the 
year ends, we pray that next year will bring with it more security and continuity.  We are very grateful for all 
the support that our parents and wider school community have so generously offered McAuley this year, and 
my prayer this Christmas, is for all families to feel the love and comfort of being together in some way this 
Christmas.  May the blessings of the Christ-child be with each and every one of you this festive season.     

 

 

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas! 

 

God Bless, 

Robyn Petty 



From the Religious Education Coordinator 
 

As we draw closer to the end of the school year I would like to thank our wonderful students, parents and 
teachers for all of their efforts this year in what was once again a challenging year due to the Covid      
pandemic. I feel we have grown closer as a community and have looked for ways to still connect with 
each other during these times. A highlight for me was when we got to celebrate our Father’s Day Liturgy 
via Zoom! I look with hope towards 2022 and can’t wait to welcome you all back to our faith filled       
celebrations.  

Prayer  for  the  end of  the  school  year  

At  the end o f  th is  schoo l  year  we  

give thanks to God:  

For a l l  the  teach ing and learn ing  

that  has taken p lace in  our  school ,  

For the ta lents  and g i f ts  that  have  

been shared and the chal lenges that  

have been faced;  

For the respect  and care that  has been g iven.  

For the hope that  has l i f ted our  

hearts  on the dark days  

And for  the love that  has kept us go ing.  

We give thanks for  the McAuley communi ty  

and we ask you Lord -  

Bless our  s tudents as they en joy  

the i r  last  days o f  school ,  

Bless our  fami l ies as they take the i r  

hol idays,  may the ir  t ime together  

leave them wi th  memor ies to  cher ish.  

Pour out  your  love on us that  we  

may re turn renewed and re f reshed  
to  cont inue our  journey together  .  

We make th is  prayer  through   

Chris t  our  Lord.   

Amen  

 

 

St Vincent De Paul Christmas Hampers 
A huge thank you to all families who have donated so generously to our 
Christmas Hamper appeal. All donations were collected today by St      
Vincent De Paul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

End of Year Celebrations  
How wonderful it was to celebrate with Year 6 yesterday their class liturgies, and Mass today, as they said farewell 
to their primary school years at Catherine McAuley. I wish all our Year 6 students a wonderful holiday and best of 
luck for their high school journey. 
 
The students in Kindergarten to Year 5 paused this morning to celebrate an Advent and Thanksgiving liturgy     
celebrating what a wonderful year it has been at McAuley.  
 
Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas with your loved ones. Have a peaceful holiday and I look forward to seeing 
you all in 2022. 
 
Brooke Church 

Religious Education Coordinator 

Used Pencils Needed! 

 

Any children who will be replacing their coloured  

pencils next year, we would love to recycle the used 

pencils and send them to children in countries where 

they are needed. 

 

If you would like your child to donate their pencils 

please ask them to give them to their class teacher. 

 

Many thanks 

Mrs Croke 



 

Advent and  

Thanksgiving Liturgy 

2021 
 

At Catherine McAuley we give thanks for: 
 



 

ICAS Assessment Results 

 
This year we had a great number of students participate in the ICAS Assessments. ICAS goes beyond the     
classroom curriculum and focuses on deep subject knowledge and higher order skills such as critical thinking and 
problem solving. As a school community we are very proud of all of the students who participated in these         
Nationally recognised assessments. A number of students gained exceptional results and these are listed below.  
 
Mrs Virginia Milliken 

English Science  Mathematics 

48 students participated in the 
ICAS Assessment for English and 
were awarded; 
2 Distinctions 
10 Credits 
3 Merits 
33 Participation Certificates. 

38 students participated in the ICAS 
Assessment for Science and were 
awarded; 
1 High Distinction 
3 Distinctions 
5 Credits 
2 Merits  
27 Participation Certificates. 

58 students participated in the ICAS 
Assessment for Mathematics and 
were awarded; 
2 Distinctions 
9 Credits 
7 Merits 
40 Participation Certificates. 

 High Distinction 
 
Laura Tan - Year 2 

 

Distinction  
 
Lola Short - Year 4 
Albert Robinson - Year 5 

Distinction 
 
Nicholas Curran - Year 3 
Elsie Vial - Year 3 
Albert Robinson - Year 5 
 

Distinction 
 
Laura Tan - Year 2 
Vaughn Bieniek - Year 5 
 

Credit 
 
Heidi Elmes - Year 2 
Sienna Palmer - Year 2 
Sarah Stone - Year 2 
Laura Tan - Year 2 
Lincoln Hainsworth - Year 3 
Elsie Vial - Year 3 
Vaughn Bieniek - Year 5 
Jayden Jomon - Year 6 
Divaakara Nugroho - Year 6 

Credit 
 
Oliver Darling - Year 2 
Sienna Palmer - Year 2 
Grace Hilder - Year 3 
Vaughn Bieniek - Year 5 
Jayden Jomon - Year 6 

Credit 
 
Toby Barrett - Year 2 
Nicholas Curran - Year 3 
Lincoln Hainsworth - Year 3 
Grace Hilder - Year 3 
Digby Luelf - Year 3 
Jake Quarmby - Year 3 
Elsie Vial - Year 3 
Zander Hainsworth - Year 4 
Albert Robinson - Year 4 

Merit 
 
Grace Kimber - Year 4 
Ruby Hilder - Year 5 
Willow Clarke - Year 6 

Merit 
 
Enzo Crombie - Year 4 
Ruby Hilder - Year 5 

Merit 
 
Sienna Palmer - Year 2 
Brock Ralston - Year 2 
Max Bennett - Year 3 
Hamish Glasgow - Year 3 
Jayden Jomon - Year 6 
Divaakara Nugroho - Year 6 
Isabelle Waters - Year 6 



 

 
 

 

Year 5 Students who achieved SPB4L 

McAuley Level 

 

Cooper Baird Eliana Belmonte Belvia Bryant 

Patrick Cain Isla Callaghan Matthew Crump 

Ava Eyles Cjay Fogarty April Gardiner 

Andrew Gibson Callum Harvey Charles Hood 

Lily Kelly Eden Lyons Austin Macdouall 

Benjamin Mathews Taylah Newman Asha Priest 

Saly Qaqos Horomona Russell Matilda Spicer 

Abel Tom Emily Warburton Ethan Agland 

Darcey Biddle Abhijith Biju Austin Brooking 

Georgia Buss Toby Dickinson Meagan D’Ombrain 

Ruby Gibson Harry Grinter Zander Hainsworth 

Ruby Hannan Ruby Hilder Fergus Johnson 

Charlie Livingstone Ella Mustac Aimee Neich 

Albert Robinson Michael Tang Thomas Wythes 

Max Zocco Kaylee Anderson Vaughn Bieniek 

Taylor Davis Natalie Gavin Jayde Lewis 

Ronan O’Donnell Tara Simpson Zoe Taberner 

Monique Vardanega Romey Westgeest James Weston 



 

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk9 Term 4 
Max Sloan Xzavier McLean Hudson West 

Isabelle Tilston Jaxx Murray Audrey Hilder 

Edward McEvoy Chelsea Taylor Nicholas Palmer 

Lily Pourece Maddison O’Brien Bradley Palmer 

Alfie Griffiths Shima Siki Amelia Hillier 

Jax Murphy Thomas Dellow Zannahleise Lavis 

Jackson Bayliss Harry Vial Elijah Evans 

Evie Robertson Sarah Stone Annais Carman 

Elliot Commins Madeline Delaney Willow Portass 

Angela Martelli Finley Brooking Oscar Gardner 

Cooper Garnaut Calum Davis Tyler Ostini 

Poppy Grinter Jude Marriage Ruby Kingham 

Hannah Cantrill Ryan Neich Joshua Newman 

Coco Rowland Enzo Crombie Maggie McRae 

Ella Mustac Aimee Neich Albert Robinson 

Lynk Wright Abel Tom Cooper Baird 

Cooper Murray Xavier Sherwood Jaxon West 

Peter Scott-Robertson Jayden Grevink Jaimie Sijo 

Aira Divaakara Samantha Stiller Natalie Smith 

Mackenzie Evans Mason Everett Julia Loecker 

   



 

 

 

   

   

  

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week and over the holidays 

up to the end of December:  Bella Crombie, Coby Rich, Thomas French, Ava Webb, Thomas 

Dellow, Heidi Spicer, Oliver Darling, Thomas Wythes, Eleanor Crump, Mackenzie Gander, 

Lacey Omrod, Cooper Eatell, Charlie Isaacs, Samantha Stiller, Brock Ralston, Lola Short, 

Jaimie Sijo, Francesca Martelli, Anarv Reji, Addison Gardner, Hannah Hunt, Ruby        

Kingham, Luciano Manca, Simon Taburnal, Samantha Halpin, Joshua Harris, Sam Cox, Hans 

Pangilinan, Johan Anil, Georgia Keevil, Jaxson West, Annabelle Groves, Isla Tilston. 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 

http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uploads/2/4/3/5/24358668/canteen_menu_2021__1_.pdf
http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uploads/2/4/3/5/24358668/canteen_menu_2021__1_.pdf


Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 
90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

 
 
Monday 13th December 
Year 6 Burrendong Excursion 
 
Wednesday 15th December 
Last Day of School for Students 
 
Monday 31st January 2022 
1st Day of School for Students in Year 1 - Year 6 
 
Tuesday 1st February 2022 
1st Day of School for Students in Kindergarten 
 
 

CASUAL EDUCATORS NEEDED 

We are looking for Casual Educators to work in our Orange OSHC    

Services - Before School Care, After School Care and Vacation Care   

programs. Paid Working with Children Check required.  

First Aid in an Education and Care Setting Certificate and an Approved 

Child Protection Certificate preferred but not essential.  Flexible work 

hours. 

Email: oshc@centacarebathurst or call Amy on 0438 248 551 for a       

position description or more information.    

Interesting Fact of the Week 

The traditional three colours of   

Christmas are green, red, and gold. 

Green has long been a symbol of life 

and rebirth, red  symbolises the blood 

of Christ, and gold represents light as 

well as wealth and royalty.  

mailto:oshc@centacarebathurst


 


