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Every place has its own particular 

ideas and feelings which must be 

yielded to when possible.  

Catherine McAuley 

 

It has been wonderful to observe how our new Kindergarten     
students have settled in so well to the McAuley family. I would 
like to give credit to parents and Kindergarten teachers alike. The 
message that parents give to children about school and a school 
community is a very important factor in how the children view 
their school day. Positive creates positive. To tell the children they 
will have a wonderful day at school and they will have a 
great time has a huge impact on their mindset. It is probably a  
lesson even as adults we can all give to ourselves about various 
aspects of our life. 
 
Incredibly we are already organising advertising for Kindergarten 
2023.  Whilst we will have school tours for any prospective      
parents this term I do remind all parents that there is an             
excellent 360 3D virtual school tour (including after school care) 
on our school website that is well worth having a look at. 
 
 
 

Michael Croke 

      11 YEARS              2012 - 2022 



   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus of the Week:  We Wear a Hat with our Summer Uniform and are Responsible for our               
Belongings.  

This week we are looking at our Summer Uniform, which includes 
our School hat. We are proud to be members of McAuley, and we 
show that to everyone we see throughout the day.  People           
recognise our uniform, and they immediately associate us with 
Catherine McAuley School.  Therefore, when we wear our uniform, 
we should do so with pride.  This means making sure we wear the 
proper uniform.  Some rules about our uniform have been made 
for safety reasons, like, tying back long hair, only wearing stud or 
sleeper earrings, or no jewellery.  This is because hair or jewellery 
can get caught when we are playing, and cause harm.  Other rules 
are made to keep our uniform simple, like not wearing brand name 
items, or hair accessories that are ornate. This assists those who 
are unable to afford expensive decorative items.  Please also       
remember our School Hat is a very important part of our Summer Uniform. We need to wear it each 
time we go outside. Our hat, along with sunscreen, helps to keep us safe from the damage of the sun. 
Our rule of “No hat, no play’ will be in force from this week (Week 2).  Please also make sure all your 
belongings are labelled with your name, and you collect them at the end of each break, so they are not 
lost or broken.   

           Important points for students: 

 Correct Uniform only must be worn  

 Hats must be worn or sit in the shade (no play) 

 Sunscreen to be worn 

 All clothing and other belongings must be la-
belled 

 Place jumpers in bags when not using them 

 

Parent Information Booklet:  As we are still very limited in our ability to interact with parents, we will 
be sending out a Parent Information Booklet with an overview of the main areas where you may have 
questions about the school.  It is not detailed, but gives a brief overview of each of the key areas that 
help our school to function effectively.  Please look through it and put it in a place where you can refer 
to it if questions arise. 

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 



SPB4L / WAM: Since beginning SPB4L a few years ago, we have had a positive emphasis on being 
pro-active and supporting student behaviour with rewards for both personal and house             
achievements.  The next phase of this development is looking at behaviour through a wider ‘lens’.  In 
doing so, we are conscious of trying to support the whole person.  If nothing else, Covid has shown us 
how important our mental health is and maintaining a sense of wellbeing.  Many have struggled with 
this particularly over these Covid years. As we begin 2022, we are introducing new aspects of our   
Pastoral Care process across the school, to support students with their personal wellbeing.  Therefore, 
we are changing the name of our ‘SPB4L Pastoral Care Policy’ to ‘Pastoral Care and Wellbeing Policy’ 
or “WAM” – Wellbeing At McAuley. WAM will provide a clear framework for promoting a positive, 
safe and supportive school environment, in conjunction with Restorative Justice (RJ) principles. There 
is a strong emphasis on prevention of problem behaviours, as well as provisions to teach and affirm 
pro-social behaviours. Through whole school implementation of WAM, parents, teachers and children 
are given clear guidelines of the expectations and procedures that establish and maintain a safe and 
supportive school environment. As we work through this policy, we will share it with you and           
encourage your comment and support in refining and implementing our new endeavour.  A general 
overview of the main aspects of the policy is included in the Parent Information Handbook. 

 Opening Liturgy: This year we are once again limited by Covid Restrictions and unable to celebrate 
the beginning of school with our traditional School Opening Mass.  Instead, Mrs Church has prepared 
a beautiful Opening Liturgy which each Grade will attend in their own areas tomorrow at 10:30am.  
Usually at the end of our Opening Mass, we would call our Captains and Prefects to the front and give 
them their Badges.  As this won’t be possible, Mrs Church is organising a special presentation for the 
Captains and Prefects next week.  Details will be sent out to those involved this week.  

School Swimming Carnival:  Today we held our annual Swimming Carnival for those who were  
competitive swimmers.  It was a great day for all, and those who attended are to be congratulated on 
giving their best effort.  A huge thank you to Mr Hudson, Ms Covelli and the team of teachers and 
Year 6 students who helped run the carnival this year.  Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions, we 
were not in a position to have parent helpers or to take the whole primary school down to the pool.   
We can only hope and pray that next year we can return to enjoying this carnival with full school     
participation.  The results of the Carnival will be posted as soon as possible. 

School Uniform:  In line with our Focus this week, we are really encouraging students to wear the 
correct uniform.  Children are expected to be attired in the correct uniform each day of the school 
year and present themselves in line with the school dress policy.  Below is a summary of our              
expectations with regard to the Uniform.   

 Socks must be either plain grey for boys or white for girls.  

 No brand names are acceptable.  

 Hairstyles must be neat and tidy, with no extreme styles such as patterns, colours or be less than a 
‘two’ cut. Hair that is below the shoulders needs to be tied back for both girls and boys so children 
can see clearly. 

 Hair accessories can include hairbands, ‘scrunchies’ or ribbons in blue, pink, maroon or white.  

 Please keep nail polish and decorative hair ornaments for weekends.  

 Jewelry is also very limited, this is due to safety concerns and the cost if items are lost.  Please do 
not wear bracelets, bangles, necklaces or anklets. A religious chain, one set of sleeper or stud    
earrings, a watch and/or one small ring may be worn.  



School Drop Off and Pick Up:  As stated in last week’s Newsletter, we are still under many   
restrictions to do with Covid and are therefore maintaining the same procedures we put in place 
last year with regard to students entering and exiting the school grounds.  When dropping     
children off and picking them up, please remember safety and social distancing while waiting.  
If at all possible, please do not stand on the road while waiting for students. We have very     
limited room for parents, however, standing on the road is both unsafe and does not set a good 
example for little children on safety. During this time of Covid, it is best to leave the school      

environment as soon as possible to avoid problems with overcrowding and safety. 

Morning: Of a morning, only our front gate between the School and Kenna Hall will be 
opened from 8:15am, with the Byng St gate opening at the start of Playground duty at 
8:35am.  Students only will be permitted on the school grounds.   

Afternoon: We ask that if you are picking your child up, please help us by following the    
Government regulations on Social Distancing while waiting for your children, and then 
leaving the school environment quickly to avoid unsafe practices and breaking Covid 
rules and regulations.   

Afternoon Pick Up: Of an afternoon, students not going on buses will leave via the Hill St 
exit or the Byng St exit. Children will wait to be collected inside the gates. Parents/carers 
come through one gate, your child will come out to meet you, then exit through the   
other gate. Even though many children are very responsible, please do not call your child 
outside, but rather come in to meet them. If collecting from Byng St and you have    
difficulty doing this (baby in the car, disabled), please let us know and we will walk your 
child to the car.  This is for the safety of all. 

Hill St Afternoon Duty: Please enter through the double gates and exit through the single 
gate.  Afternoon duty at Hill St Pick up finishes at 3:20pm. At this time the Hill St gate will 
be closed and teachers will take any children still waiting for parents/carers up to the Bus 
lines in Hill St for supervision while they wait to be picked up. 

Byng Street Afternoon Duty:  Please enter through the top gate near the OSHC entrance 
and exit through the lower gate.  Afternoon duty at Byng St finishes at 3:30pm. At this 
time, the Byng St gates will be closed and teachers will take any children who are still 
waiting for parents/carers over to the Hill St Bus Lines for supervision while they wait to 
be picked up. 

Walkers: Those walking are asked to do so through the gate next to the bus lines in Hill St.  
If you feel your child needs to leave through the Byng St gate, please send a note to your 
child’s teacher explaining this.    

 

Wishing you a wonderful week, 

Robyn Petty 



From the Religious Education Coordinator 

 
Beginning of the School Year Grade Liturgies 
Tomorrow at 10:30am all classes will gather as a grade to celebrate and pray for the beginning of the school 
year. The theme for the liturgy is “Come and Share our Journey.” While we can’t have parents and carers 
with us we ask you to pray for our school journey this year to be one filled with love, hope and courage for 
our students, families and teachers. I am sincerely looking forward to the day we can have you all back at our 
religious celebrations.  

 
A Prayer for the Journey of 2022 

Good and loving God, bless us in your love.  
 

As we begin our journey together this year, open our hearts to receive the message of Jesus, so that we may 
truly celebrate the light of Christ. 

 
We pray that throughout this year, we may continue to grow in Catherine McAuley’s wonderful sense of love 

and courage, as we look forward to a year full of excitement.  
 

You have given us the gift of the light of Jesus Your Son. May we grow to understand the wonderful mystery 
of this gift.  

 
May we learn to show Faith, Learning and Justice to ourselves and one another as we journey together this 

year. 
Amen 

 
 
 
Feast of the Presentation and Blessing of School Candles 
A huge thank you to the Year 6 leaders and their families for attending 
the Parish Mass last week where our school candles were blessed. 
The students represented our school proudly.  
 
 
 
First Holy Communion and Reconciliation - 2022 Sacramental 
Program 
If your child is a Baptised Catholic, in Year 3 or above, and would like to receive their Reconciliation and First 
Holy Communion this year, information regarding the Parish Sacramental Program is attached to this    
newsletter. The first step in the process is to attend one of the Parent Information Sessions listed. Any      
enquiries please contact Mrs Liss Ryan at the Parish Office on 6362 23 78.  
 
 
Have a peaceful week. 
Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 



 



Summer Sport Touch Trials 

We would like to congratulate all those students who ventured to Dubbo on the 3rd of February to 
trial for the Diocesan Touch Trials.  A special mention must go to Mrs Carpenter who is the Team 
Manager and will accompany the team to Port Macquarie on the 1st of April.   
 
The following students were successful in being selected -  
 
Girls Touch: Myia Gibson , April Gardner , Belvia Bryant   
 
Boys Touch: Archie Markwick ,Billy Dean , Judd Zinga , Phoenix Zinga , Gus Bohringer  
 
 

Girls Cricket Trials 

If your child did not get the chance to trial on 3rd February in Orange or for one of the other local 

towns, please contact Angus Norton on 0478 283 652 for more information 



 

Band Program 
 

The School Band will commence rehearsals next Friday, 11th February (Week 2). Students 
are asked to bring their instruments and band books with them if they have them. The 
Concert Band will meet in the Band room at 12:30pm and the Training Band at 2:10pm. 
 
If you would like your child to join the program, please collect an information pack and 
registration form from the office. Tutors from the Orange Regional Conservatorium will 
be providing a demonstration next Wednesday to all current Year 3 students and any       
interested Year 4 students. 
 
Anne Allan 



Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 
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Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 9th February 
Swimming Carnival Yr2 - Yr6 (participants only) 
 
Tuesday 22nd February 
Sth Region Swimming Carnival 
 
Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 2nd  & Thursday 3rd March 
School Tours for Kinder 2023 4:00pm  - please book on the Website:  http://
www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/book-a-tourevent-registration-form.html 
 
Tuesday 8th, Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th March 
School Tours for Kinder 2023 4:00pm  - please book on the Website:  http://
www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/book-a-tourevent-registration-form.html 
 
Wednesday 9th March 
Diocesan Swimming Carnival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interesting Fact of the 

Week 

The opposite sides of the dice    

always add up to seven 
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2022 REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN ……ONLINE ONLY 

GO TO https://www.orangefootball.org.au/cyms-juniors FOR THE REGISTRATION LINK 

$10 EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT IF REGO IS COMPLETED BEFORE 6 MARCH 2022…… 

ONLINE REGISTRATION ACCEPTS ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS DURING THE CHECKOUT PROCESS SO HAVE YOUR NUMBER 

READY 

YOU CAN ALSO ORDER HOODIES, CAPS OR BUCKET HATS AS PART OF THE REGISTRATION 

WE SUPPLY SOCKS FOR 1ST TIME REGISTRATIONS, SHORTS AND SOCKS CAN BE PURCHASED FROM SPORTSPOWER 

ENQUIRIES AT:  REGISTRAR@CYMSJUNIORSOCCERCLUB.COM 

https://www.orangefootball.org.au/cyms-juniors
mailto:REGISTRAR@CYMSJUNIORSOCCERCLUB.COM


 


