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The more things change...the more they stay the same! 

There had been much discussion in recent weeks about the whys and 

wherefores of the Australian education system and where it is broken and 

how it should be fixed. Sadly there have been millions of dollars spent on 

coming up with  new theories of learning and new ways of teaching and 

ways of making classrooms and learning more complex. The sadness is 

that many of these implemented theories have been unsuccessful and very 

costly. 

I would simply say that, like fitness and parenthood, the rudiments of   

effective teaching and learning have been the same 

since the dawn of time. There is no substitute for an engaging teacher 

mixed with hard work and disciplined study. Granted modern technology 

has been a great assistance in these endeavours. 

And to prove that the narrative of some students has not changed since the 

1800's. I witnessed a young student last Monday morning explaining to 

his friends why he could not play touch footy immediately. "I have to  

collect the eggs from the school chooks and then I'll play". A comment 

that  was probably passed by a student of Sr. Catherine McAuley in the 

school yard in Ireland 200 years ago!  

 

Michael Croke 

Prayer will do more ... than all 

the money in the Bank of  

Ireland.  



 

 

Before and After School Care at McAuley: The application is in and we are waiting for the approval to begin  

Before and After School Care at McAuley. Thank you to Narelle Howard and Gerry Lynch for all their work with 

this.  All going well we hope to be operating in Term 3.  Soon as we have received any information we will let our 

families and the wider community know. 

 

Kindergarten 2019:  As part of the enrollment procedure for Kindergarten 2019 the children and their parents will 

attend an interview and have a look around our school.  These interviews commenced this week. It is very        

exciting to welcome new families and children into the McAuley community.  All families are very impressed 

with our wonderful new learning spaces and the Protected Learning Time.  As I take families around our school I 

cannot help but be proud of the dedicated, professional teachers and the welcoming, friendly students.  McAuley 

is a great place to be with our focus on learning, great learning spaces and sense of community. 

 

Polding Selection: Congratulations to George Tancred for being selected in the Polding Under 11’s Rugby 

League team.  This is a fantastic achievement and we are very proud of George. Congratulations to the other 

McAuley children who made Bathurst Diocesan teams: Rachel Masling (Netball), Joe Madigan and Noah      

Richards (Soccer), Lucy Haydon, Luke Hogarth and Mark Jachi (Hockey), Taj Jordan (11Years Rugby League). 

 

From the Assistant Principal 

 

McAuley School Rules 

 

           BE RESPECTFUL -  BE RESPONSIBLE  - BE SAFE 

FOCUS FOR THE FORTNIGHT: We wear our uniform respectfully and are responsible for belongings  

This is an extremely important focus as it is one way we can show pride in our school – by wearing the correct uniform 

and ensuring we are neat and tidy. Most children have come back to school in full winter uniform however during the first 

two weeks of the term children can wear summer or winter uniform due to the changing weather and the fact that some 

families may not have purchased all the winter uniform yet. However, it must be full summer or full winter (not a         

combination of the two.  Children have been reminded that as they are lining up to come into class or walking into class 

after breaks they must ensure their uniform is neat and tidy (shirts in, top button done up, tie neat, sleeves rolled down and 

buttoned).  

A reminder that:  

- plain white sports socks above the ankle are required on sports day 

- children are to wear school sports shorts not brand ones such as Canterbury 

- hair below the shoulders must be pulled back off their face           

- there is to be no extreme haircuts or undercuts less than a two or rats tails 

- in cold weather children are permitted to wear jackets, scarves and / or beanies in the playground. Preferably plain navy             

blue or maroon 

- please ensure child’s name is on all items   

If a child is out of uniform for any reason please send a note to explain why. 



 

NAPLAN:  The children in Year 3 & Year 5 will sit the NAPLAN on Tuesday 15th, Wednesday 16th and Thursday 

17th May.  It is important to acknowledge that these assessments on Mathematics, Writing, Reading and Language 

Conventions test basic skills and knowledge.  Teachers do not teach to the NAPLAN however they do give the 

children practice with past papers to ensure they are as relaxed and as comfortable as possible to achieve the best 

they can on the day.  It is also important to acknowledge that the children are being assessed on what they have 

been taught from Kindergarten not just what they have been taught in the first two terms of Year 3 or Year 5. 

 

Year 3 Dubbo Zoo Excursion:  I was lucky enough to attend the Year 3 Excursion to Dubbo Zoo last Friday.  It 

was a fantastic experience. The children were genuinely excited and learnt a lot.  Their behavior was brilliant and 

there was no need to talk to them about behaviour other than remind them to be a bit quieter on the bus!!! Thank 

you to the Year 3 teachers for all the work they are doing with the children to  ensure they are great ambassadors 

for our school. The day was organised perfectly and ran smoothly.  Thank you for the opportunity to have such a 

fantastic relaxing day! 

 

Cross Country: Congratulations to our Cross Coutry Runners who represented McAuley in the Bathurst Diocesan 

Cross Country in Coolah yesterday. Thank you to Mr Gough for organising the team and travelling to Coolah to 

organise and support them.  Results will be published else where in the newsletter. 

 

Kindergarten – Year 1 Athletics Carnival: Kindergarten – Year 1 Athletics Carnival on Thursday  17th  May at 

James Sheahan. 

 

ICAS Tests: Children will be invited to take part in the Mathematics and English ICAS tests again this year a note 

asking children to nominate and pay for these tests if they wish to take part will be sent home early this term. 

 

Procedure if you have any concerns or issues:  A reminder to parents that if they have any concerns with their 

child’s progress in class or safety on the playground please contact your child’s class teacher via the school office 

to make an appointment to see them.  Many issues can often be solved through communication and listening to 

both sides of the situation.  The teacher will involve a member of the executive if they feel it is necessary.  Please 

be assured all concerns from parents are investigated thoroughly and dealt with according to the school’s Pastoral 

Care and Discipline Policy.  If the teachers are not aware of situations they cannot help your child.  Discussing    

issues with the teacher will produce better results than discussing the issue with other parents. 

 

School Based Positive Behaviour For Learning (SPB4L): 

A committee of teachers have been working hard to implement School Based Positive Behaviour for Learning 

(SPB4L) the first part of our changes were for staff to decide what is a major and minor breach of our school rules. 

The other big changes were the emphasis on a positive approach to behaviour and the emphasis on teaching        

expectations explicitly.  You will be updated to changes via the newsletter as well as receiving a full copy of the 

policy when it is finalised.  Please find the new procedure if there is a breach in the rules:  

* MINOR BREACH:  

- Teacher fills out a minor behaviour slip  

- The office staff will record it on a data base 

- Executive will review the spreadsheet weekly 

 WHEN A CHILD HAS 3 MINOR BREACHES IN A TERM: 

- Warning phone call to parents informing them of the third minor breach by an executive member 



ONE FURTHER BREACH THAT TERM: (4 breaches in a term) 

- Meeting with parents, executive, class teacher and child 

- The parents and child are shown the Consequence / Decision List from the Major Breach Referral 

- A consequence is given or it is explained what the consequence will be if a further breach is received this term  

ONE FURTHER BREACH THAT TERM: (5 breaches in a term) 

- A consequence is given from the Major Breach Referral 

- A meeting may take place with parents, executive, class teacher and child 

 

* MAJOR BREACH:  

- The teacher gives a child (not the child who has made the breach) a red card which is taken to the office (Each 

card has an area on it eg. AREA B).  The cards will be in the playground bag 

- The member of the executive that is dealing with Major Breaches that day comes to assist 

- Teacher fills out Section 1 of the Major Referral  

- Executive member deals with the issue and fills in Section 2 of the Major Breach Referral 

- Consequence is given from the Consequence / Decision List from the Major Breach Referral 

- Meeting with parents, executive, class teacher and child if necessary or a phone call to parents 

- The Major Breach is recorded on a spreadsheet by the office staff 

- If there is further breaches the consequence is more serious each time. 

 

Steve Maguire 

Kindergarten 2019 Enrolments 

now open 

Enrolments close 1st June 2018 

Enrolment packs available at the school office 



 
From the Religious Education Coordinator 

 

 God our Father, make us joyful 
in the Ascension of your Son Jesus Christ. 

May we follow Him into the new creation, 
for his Ascension is our glory and our hope. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Your Son 
who lives and reigns with You and the  

Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Ascension of our Lord:  This weekend the Church celebrates the feast of our Lord’s Ascension into heaven. 

The Ascension commemorates Jesus' return to heaven 40 days after his resurrection. Traditionally we have         

celebrated the Ascension exactly 40 days after Easter Sunday, on the Thursday, however because of the importance 

of the Feast, it’s celebration has been moved to the following Sunday.  This Feast also prepares us for the day of 

Pentecost, which will be celebrated next weekend.  
 

First Communion: This is a very exciting time for our Year 3 students, as they continue their Faith journey.  

Could I please ask you to keep our candidates and their teachers in your prayers as they deepen their knowledge of 

Christ and His beautiful gift of Himself through the Eucharist. Candidates will receive the Sacrament on the   

weekend of 2nd and 3rd of June. Enrolments for First Communion have now closed therefore any Year 3 children 

who are not enrolled will now have to wait until next year to receive the Sacrament. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact the Parish Sacramental Co-Ordinator, Shannon Cain at sacraments.orange@cdob.org.au 

 

Project Compassion: Thank you to all who have returned their Project Compassion boxes.  If you still have Project 

Compassion boxes at home, please send them in, so they can be included in the total amount we send off to Caritas 

Australia. Once again, thank you for your wonderful generosity and continued support. 

 

Mothers’ Day Liturgy:  Our Mothers’ Day Liturgy this year will be on this Friday, 11th May 

at 12.30pm. Thank you to all who have sent in photos already for the powerpoint.  If you 

would like your photos included, please have them to me no later than tonight, 9th May.  

My email is  r.petty@bth.catholic.edu.au  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you all 

a very happy 

Mothers’ Day! 

 

 

God of love and nurturing care, we give thanks and praise for your gift 
of our Mothers, the women in our lives whom you give to us to love 
and care for us.  Just as you have blessed Mary the Mother of your 

Son Jesus, bless in a special way, all                Mothers and women who 
give themselves in love. 

We ask this of you, our loving God.  Amen 

 

 

mailto:sacraments.orange@cdob.org.au
mailto:r.petty@bth.cathoic.edu.au


 

Year of Youth:  The Bishops of Australia have declared this Liturgical year to be the “Year of Youth”.  During 

this year we as Church are invited into prayerful discernment about the importance and life-giving presence of 

young people in our local Church and society.  The Church is calling for dialogue and active engagement,        

focused on the reconnection and renewal of a new generation of young people in the life of the Church.  The 

theme is: ‘Opening New Horizons for Spreading Joy’.  As a Parish we are reaching out to our youth through    

various groups designed for the different age brackets.  Please be aware of the different functions the Parish is  

offering, as these are a great way to meet with others on this journey and become a part of this very special Year 

of Youth. 

  

God Bless,  

Robyn Petty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Country 
On Tuesday 23 students proudly participated in the annual Bathurst Diocesan Schools Cross 

Country at Coolah. 

 

Three Catherine McAuley students have progressed to the Diocesan Cross Country event at    

Eastern Creek, in June. These students are Jorja Taberner (Year 6), Leo Vaughan (Year 4) and  

Isabelle Waters (Year 3). 

 

I would also like to thank Sue Dean who assisted me on the day. Congratulations to all of the 

McAuley students on their effort and behaviour. 

 

Keep up your running! 

Gerry Gough 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

McAuley Parent Get-Together 

Parkview Hotel 

Thursday 17th May  

6:00pm to 7:30pm 

Cost will be $20 per head which includes ‘finger food’. 

Parents to buy their own drinks. This is a great         

opportunity, especially for new parents to our school to 

come along and meet other parents.  

 



 

Year 6 Envirocom Incursion 
 

Last Thursday, Year 6 had Chris from Orange Council come in and talk to us 
about waste. This links with our unit this term in Science and Technology 
called, ‘Shop Til You Drop’. 
 

He spoke to us about rubbish and what bin to put certain items in, for example, 
did you know if you had hot chips from McDonalds and the paper around it, 
they both go together in the same bin, he also spoke where the rubbish goes 
to and how they dig it down under. It is called landfill. 
 

We did an activity that sorted rubbish out. We had three bin lids the             
yellow, green and red lids and he had a container full of different types of     
rubbish. We each put an item in the lid where it belongs at the end he showed 
us what we had completed... we did quite well! 
 

I learnt lots of interesting facts about rubbish and where it belongs. Did you 
know that the Orange tip has been all filled up which is why our waste now 
goes to the Molong tip? This tip could last for another 30 years due to when it 
started in  2013. Also, did you know that a dirty pizza box can go in the green 

            bin. I learned a lot and also really enjoyed the lesson! 
 
Some interesting facts: 
 
 Very soon in Orange we will no longer be offered plastic bags at                 
supermarkets. There will still be bags available but they are made from       
different products and will come at a cost. 
 
 37% of the General waste (Red bin) is actually food waste and should be 
in the Food and Garden bin (Green bin). 
 
 Dirty paper and cardboard (eg, from used pizza boxes or McDonald’s chip 
packets) goes in the GREEN bin because it breaks down. 
 
 Take-away coffee cups or drink containers CAN NOT go in the recycling 
bin due to their plastic lining. 
 
Do the Right Thing and choose the Right Bin! 
 

            Written by Alexandra Milne 
 



 
MINI VINNIES!!! 

 
This week in Mini Vinnies the Year 6 leaders planned a fun activity for 
all Mini Vinnie members. They decorated some biscuits with frosting 
and lollies. These biscuits where very creative and it was lots of fun. 
 
By Samantha Maguire  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuckshop Roster 

Tuckshop Roster—Commencing Monday 14th May to  Friday 18th May 2018 

Day 9.30am—11.30am  11.30am—2.00pm 

Monday -    N. Livermore 

Tuesday K. Cain^^   S. Cain    

Wednesday   M. Gersbach, H. Moon 

Thursday T. Gardiner^^ (10.30am) A. Meade 

Friday A. Moody, T. Fieldus A. Cantrill, N. Weston 

  (10.30am B. Scuito, N. Day**) 

        

Tuckshop Ph:  6362 0942  ^^when available  ** 1 hr only   

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following       

students who have birthdays this week: 

 

Sage Annis-Brown Georgia Buss Ruby Wythes 

Ted Healey Elias Rivas Wil Kennedy 

Edwina Johnson Romey Westgeest 

 

Pupil Free Day 

Friday 8th June 2018 

(Friday of Long Weekend) 



Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary 

School 

90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

Interesting Fact of the Week 

The fingerprints of a koala are so    

indistinguishable from humans that 

they have on occasion been confused 

at a crime scene. 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 6:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 6:00pm 

Friday 11th May 

Mothers Day Liturgy @ 12.30pm 

Thursday 17th May 

Parent Social Evening - Parkview Hotel 

Thursday 17th May 

Kindergarten - Year 1 Athletics Carnival  

Friday 18th May 

4G Assembly @ 12.30pm 

Sunday 20th May 

Mini Vinnies Commissioning Mass @ 9.30am 

Wednesday 23rd May 

School Photos 

Friday 25th May 

1P Assembly @ 12.30pm 


