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This week is National Child Protection Week. At Catherine McAuley,
like all schools, we are committed to providing a safe environment
for all students, parents and staff. We take the care of your children
very seriously and see it as our responsibility to educate and guide
them in their understanding of personal safety. Safety today covers
a vast array of different environments. One of the most daunting for
most parents, is that of the cyber world. This is such an ever
changing and diverse environment, that often parents don’t feel they
have the knowledge and the tools to support their children. This is
one of the reasons we have been inviting Sr Constable Jane
Heffernan to speak to our primary students, and give them
knowledge on how to avoid problems online. As parents though, the
most effective way to make sure children are safe and also that they
don’t engage in any form of cyber bullying or intimidation, is to only
allow the use of devices in a supervised area of the house, such as
the family room or kitchen. This week the NAPCAN site for the
prevention of child abuse and neglect are hosting free Webinars on
“Parents eSafety’s Guide to Popular Apps” which will be run by the
eSafety Commissioner’s expert education and training team and can
be found at this address: https://www.napcan.org.au/event/esafetysparent-guide-to-popular-apps/2020-09-09/
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Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

SPB4L Focus:

Reduce and Recycle Waste in our School Environment: This week we
continue to focus on looking after our environment. It was lovely to see students happily picking up
papers and making sure their lunch areas were clean last week. Overall the playgrounds are looking
a lot better, but we need to keep up the effort! Reducing our waste at Recess and Lunchtime plays a
significant role in looking after our environment. We always need to be mindful of how we can keep
our school environment clean, reduce waste and recycle the rubbish we do create.
This week we will continue to aim to:


Recycle all rubbish that can be recycled - check labels.



Keep lunch and play areas clean and place rubbish in correct bin



Pick up lunch boxes and drink bottles and take home so they can be used again.

Show initiative, if you see rubbish in the playground, pick it up yourself don’t wait for someone else to
do it.

Cyber Safety: As part of Child Protection and Safety Week and as a follow up to our Year 6

Cyber Protection, Sr Constable Jane Heffernan spoke to our Year 4 and 5 students about Cyber
safety and keeping yourself safe on the internet. Please always supervise your children when they
are using devices to keep them safe and discourage them from engaging in inappropriate forms of
cyber use. When children use devices unsupervised, often in bedrooms, they are more likely to be
tempted to engage with sites that can potentially be harmful, or use the device to intimidate or bully
others. With legal ramifications taking effect from the age of 10 years, it is always wise to keep an
eye on what children are accessing on the web. If you would like further knowledge on which apps
are both safe and appropriate, please access the “NAPCAN” site for the prevention of child abuse
and neglect free Webinars on “Parents eSafety’s Guide to Popular Apps” which can be found at:
https://www.napcan.org.au/event/esafetys-parent-guide-to-popular-apps/2020-09-09/ . Sr Constable
Jane Heffernan is also available to help parents through this minefield and can be contacted on her
work mobile: 0437884494.

Covid 19 Procedures for School: We are always aware of the ever-changing restrictions and
recommendations concerning Covid 19. Our current advice indicates that: If any staff member or
student has any symptoms of Covid, they must seek medical advice as to if they require a
Covid test. These symptoms include temperature, cough, sore throat and bodily aches. If
your child is not well, even if they have been cleared of Covid, they need to remain at home
until ALL their symptoms have disappeared. This includes persistent coughs, sore throats,
runny nose etc. This is to make sure our school remains safe for the rest of the population. If well
enough, children may access online educational activities such as Reading Eggs or Mathletics.
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.

Canteen: As you would be aware from Compass Notifications and Facebook posts, our Canteen
facilities will no longer be available from the end of this term. We will be running down stock over the
remaining weeks of the term, so some items will become unavailable. Thank you to all the canteen
volunteers and managers we have been lucky enough to have helping us to provide this service,
especially Kelly Ziola who has been our most recent Manager.

Kindergarten Orientation 2021: With Covid restrictions, we are not able (at this stage) to run
our Kinder Orientation for 2021 as we would normally do. We are exploring different options at the
moment to see how we can bring our new Kinders and their families into the McAuley Family and
welcome them. Hopefully we will be able to let you know more on this in the next two weeks.

SPB4L Awards:

We have been looking at who is trying hard to follow our SPB4L Focus of the
Week when giving out awards on a Friday. Last week it was great to focus on those who were trying
hard to Reduce and Recycle their Waste, as well as keep the playground clean. We will be out there
again this week rewarding students who are trying hard to look after our school environment. Just
after lunch each Friday we will read the names of our Award Recipients over the PA and teachers will
give their class awards out in the rooms. It’s great to see students trying so hard to follow our Focus
each week.

SPB4L Marbles:

All of our Houses have now reached their first Rewards level
and we are onto our next level awards. Congratulations to all our House Captains for
the enthusiasm they have shown in encouraging their House members to work hard
for Marbles and House Rewards. I look forward to seeing who will be the first House
to our next level rewards—maybe by the end of this term hopefully!!

SPB4L Bands: We have been really encouraging our children to wear their Coloured Bands to

school and be proud of their achievements in receiving these bands. As a reward for wearing their
bands, I have been picking days at random and asking teachers to write down the names of all
students who are wearing particular coloured bands on that day and they have been receiving a small
prize! There are lots of very happy people getting little prizes, so, please encourage your children to
wear their coloured bands to school each day!! For those students who have flown ahead and are
now on their Bronze Band, I will organise some hot chips for them before the end of term. Great
Work!!

Number of Positives

Band Colour

5

Blue

15

Yellow

30

Maroon

50

Bronze

Certificate - Hot chips

75

Silver

Certificate- Ten Pin Bowling

100

Gold

Certificate- Lunch with Principal

Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

Positive Reward

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Gospel Reflection and Prayer (from GPBS)
In this week’s Sunday Gospel we hear Jesus talking to the disciples about
forgiveness through the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant.
(Matthew 18: 21-22)
At that point Peter had the nerve to ask, ‘Master, how many times do I
forgive a brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?’ Jesus replied,
‘Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven’.
In the Gospel reading Jesus is asking us to forgive. Peter’s question about ‘how much’ to forgive
someone is really him asking, “When is it reasonable to refuse to forgive those who offend?” Peter
thinks that surely there is a limit to forgiveness. Jesus’s response is to tell the Parable of the
Unforgiving Servant in which God is a king, willing to forgive an outrageous debt, not because it is
necessary but out of compassion. When we refuse to forgive it poisons our love. Resolve to allow
forgiveness in your heart and reconcile with those who have offended you.
Prayer
We will make clear God’s forgiveness through our words and actions.
We will be reconciled to those who have hurt us.
We will forgive those who have spoken ill of us.
We will stay open to those who will not listen to us.
We will speak up for those who suffer prejudice.
We will talk and work for peace among those who are in conflict.
We will accept forgiveness from those we have offended.
We will accept forgiveness when we have failed to speak out against injustice.
We go as those who will make clear God’s forgiveness through our words and actions.
Amen.
Religion in the Classrooms
Earlier this term Year 4 spent time learning about Mary, Mother of God.
During this time the students learnt about times during Mary's life when
she listened to and responded to God. The students also learnt about
ways that we honour Mary through prayer and feast days. The students in Year 4P spent time
creating images to reflect Mary. The students drew flowers to represent Mary’s beauty, bees to
represent her sweetness, doves to show peace and hearts to show Mary’s unconditional love.
Alex Fraser
Lilli Duffey
Lily Kelly
Eden Lyons

I think this symbol represents
Mary praying for all people in the
world.

Christmas Art
Judging for the Dicocesan Christmas Art competition was held yesterday in Wellington.
Congratulations to Julia Loecker who was awarded 3rd prize for her artwork depicting the birth of
Jesus.
Artwork Title: Angel of God
The Shepherds and The Angels (Luke 2:9-14)
When I read this passage, I felt like God was so powerful
and thoughtful to send a choir of angels to spread the news
about Jesus’ birth. I think it is amazing that shepherds were
keeping their flock of sheep safe when the angels appeared
to them. It makes me realise that God wants us to know
that we are important and special in our own way. God
does not forget about anyone, no matter how ordinary they
think they might be.
The colour of the land is a bark inspired brown that has an
ochre base. This shows that even though it is in a desert,
the land is fertile. The bright white star has a connection to
the angel and to Jesus. The blue night sky brings a feeling
of calm. Blue also represents royalty and Jesus coming into
our world as our new king.
I added a purple tone to the top of the sky to blend with the
blue to symbolise the galaxy. I liked having the white along
the horizon to show that a new day is coming for the world.

Year 6 Religion Test
We wish our Year 6 students the best of luck on Friday as they complete
the Diocesan Religion Test.

Fiji Assist a Student Fundraiser
A huge thank you to Mrs Kate Wright and the Mini Vinnies team
for organising such a colourful way for us to raise money to
support students in Fiji. Our school has had a long standing
relationship with these students with some now attending higher
education to obtain jobs to help support their families. Thank you
for your support and generosity.

SACRAMENTS

Year 6 students have been busy learning about the Sacrament of
Confirmation. On Monday 14th September, the Year 6 students will
gather together for a retreat day to acknowledge their work about
Confirmation and as a time for them to reflect on their own wonderful
gifts. Please find a message below from Father Greg about the
celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation this year.
Dear Year 6 students and your families,
This is a very difficult year for everyone. Because of COVID-19, many people have
missed-out on celebrating significant events such as graduation ceremonies. One
significant event many of you are looking forward to in year 6 is celebrating your
Confirmation.
Later this month we expect a final decision about whether Confirmation will take place this
year. Confirmation, more than any other sacrament, is very difficult to administer in a
Covid-safe manner. The sacrament requires physical contact with many people through the
laying-on of hands and anointing with the sacred Chrism. Additionally, under current
government restrictions, only 100 people at a time can attend a religious service. At this
stage, it would seem very unlikely that we would be able to celebrate Confirmation in 2020
as a large group. I expect there to be two possibilities: Confirmation will simply take place
next year, or Confirmation may be offered for individual families who request it over a
couple of months this year at regular parish Masses. I should be able to announce a final
decision by October.
Once we have a definite decision, the parish will invite parents of year 6 students to
register their interest through our sacraments form: www.orangesacraments.org.au If the
sacrament goes ahead this year, we will let parents know the enrolment and preparation
process. In the event that the sacrament is postponed to 2021, we will store your details
and be in contact next year when we have a definite plan.
Kind regards,
Fr Greg Bellamy
Parish Priest

At this stage, due to social distancing, all school Masses
and Liturgies have been cancelled. Families are
encouraged to attend weekend Masses.
Saturday:

4:15pm Confessions at St Joseph’s

(100 max)

Wishing you a happy and peaceful week.

5:00pm Mass at St Joseph’s (100 max)

Mrs Brooke Church

5:10pm Mass at Kenna Hall (90 max)

Religious Education Coordinator
Sunday:

8:30am Mass at St Joseph’s (100 max)
8:40am Mass at Kenna Hall (90 max)
10:00am Mass at St Joseph’s (100 max)

Mini Vinnies
Crazy Colourful Clothes

IMPORTANT NOTICE - BAND
Due to updated advice from the CSNSW, the School Band Program will cease
immediately until the end of Term 3. Though this is most regrettable, I'm sure parents
will be understanding as this decision has been made in the best interests of our students.
We are hopeful that the Band Program will resume in Term 4, depending on the advice at
that time.

ST JOSEPH’S & ST MARY’S PARISH NEWS
How many times do we think the
weeks are just passing by in a flash
and almost roll from one into
another? Or are we ever part of a
great
experience
and
hardly
remember some of what happened?
Or do we ever have conversations
with people, but our minds are so far
removed we have struggles to recall
what was said? Alpha gives us a
chance to stop and hop off the
‘treadmill’ of our lives. To connect
with others, to think, reflect and be
challenged, and to be a part of
discussions on the meaningful things
in our lives. Oh! And the delicious
home-cooked meals!
Register your interest today at the
link: alphaorange.org.au

Parents please remember when picking students up
from Byng Street in the afternoon you must come
in through the Gate closest to the school and leave
via the gate closest to the greenhouse. Students
cannot just walk out to meet parents. While this may seem
frustrating for some of us, the safety of all students at our school is
our prime concern. By asking parents to collect children, teachers
are aware of who they are going with, students are safe from cars
backing in and out and we are also adhering to Covid regulations.

SUCCESSFUL GRANT FROM CADIA VALLEY OPERATIONS
Catherine McAuley have been successful in acquiring a grant
for some new computers thanks to Newcrest Mining’s Cadia
Valley Operations. We have received an email in recent weeks
telling us we were successful with our grant application. The
money will be spent in updating computers in the
school. Once again the Catherine McAuley community would
like to thank Cadia for their generous gesture.

STEM NEWS
This week Year 1 had a very exciting day working with the Sphero Robots. It was awesome to
see their excitement as they built a Tashi House because they have been studying the Tashi
series of books in English.
The Year 1 teachers designed a wonderful half day for the students and the rooms were buzzing. When the students' Tashi houses were complete they set up a little village and had some of
the characters from the stories take over the Sphero robots and find houses within the village.
Thank you to the Year 1 teachers who challenged their students thinking in a creative way. I am
sure to see more Sphero action in the Year 1 classrooms in the future.
Mrs Forbes

Religious Education
Priest visits for K-6 and class Reconciliation for Year 3-6 students have recommenced this term. On
At this stage, due to social distancing, all school Masses and Liturgies have been
cancelled. Families are encouraged to attend weekend Masses.
Saturday:

4:15pm Confessions at St Joseph’s (100 max)
5:00pm Mass at St Joseph’s (100 max)
5:10pm Mass at Kenna Hall (90 max)

Sunday:

8:30am Mass at St Joseph’s (100 max)
8:40am Mass at Kenna Hall (90 max)
10:00am Mass at St Joseph’s (100 max)
10:10am Mass at Kenna Hall (90 max)

ON MATTERS OF HEALTH IN OUR SCHOOL
As a school we take the health of our community very seriously
and in the current environment with COVID-19 ever present, we
do need to be extra aware when children, parents or staff are
unwell. Please be mindful that if your child is unwell, they
should not be sent to school. If they become unwell at school,
you will receive a phone call, particularly if they have a
temperature. The advice from the NSW Department of Health
on sick children at school is as follows:

NSW Health requires schools to exclude students and staff with
even mild symptoms of COVID-19 and the school encourages
immediate testing for anyone with symptoms. Please seek medical advice as to if you require a
COVID-19 test. Symptoms can include temperature, cough, sore throat and body aches and pains.
If your child has had or has been sent for a test for COVID-19, we need to sight the negative
test before they can return to school. Please “screenshot” the test result and email to:
mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au.
For further information about COVID-19 please go to: https://education.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
“If your child is unwell with gastro like symptoms, they must not go to school. You must keep them
at home and away from others. If they are vomiting or have diarrhoea, sick children should be
excluded from attending school for at least 48 hours after their symptoms have ceased. For further
information please go to:
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/gastroenteritis-outbreaks.aspx
Remember to maintain physical distancing from other parents and teachers when attending school,
including when dropping off and picking up your children.
To access the Catherine McAuley School COVID-19 Safety Plan, please go to Compass or the
School Website. http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/covid-19-school-safety-plan.html

Family Educator News
Josh Dunn

Our tips for Gratitude and Happiness continue……

Connecting with nature…
Connecting with nature is an enriching experience and puts life into perspective.
Connecting regularly with nature by walking, sitting outside, gardening, riding, hiking, golfing, running or swimming can be great for our mental and
physical wellbeing. When outside, mindfully feel the sun, the breeze, the rain
and the ground under your feet. We are part of nature and we can choose to blend
deeply or otherwise. Springtime in Orange is a wonderful time of the year – get
out and experience it this weekend!

(taken from ‘The Art of Gratitude’ – Meredith Gaston)

Ryder Selwood, Maddison Johnson, Annie Davis and Will Hepworth.

Be the One Gratitude Project

MERIT AWARDS
Zannah Lavis

Oscar Nunn

Alby McRae

Pollyanna Bailey

Nellie Cain

Sophie West

Matthew Holden

Kaleah Norton

Alvin Thomas

Annais Carman

Logan Omrod

Zac Boney

Charlie Baker

Willow Portass

Jimmy Li

Sienna Palmar

Tom Cardiff

Mackenzie Gander

Lincoln Hainsworth

Matilda Johnson

Oscar Logan

Sophie Gander

Anei Akon

Maddison Johnson

Grace Kimber

Rosie Hamilton Indy Murray

Bobby Russell

Annabelle Ferrier

Lacie Zumbo

Meeka Jaye-Clark

Eamonn Danda

Cynthia Palmer

Michael Tang

Isaac Churchland

Iverson Eru Sua

Lynk Wright

Callum Harvey

Belvia Bryant

Indy Murray

Ellie Munday

Paddy May

Darcey Biddle

Seth Acido

Luciano Manca

Sienna Murray

Declan Robertson

Jaiden Robertson

Domineque Lindsay

Archie Adamson

Eamond Franklyn

Abbie-Rose Theobald

Maggie May

Harry Tom

Leo Vaughan

Molly Haydon

Liam Fraser

Marisa Dial

Selina Tang

Annalise Wright

McCallum Cole

STUDENT BANDS
Congratulations to the following students on receiving their
Sebastian Mullins, Jemima Fox, Jayde Lewis and Austin Brooking.
Congratulations to the following students on receiving their
Patrick Coffey and Lucy Nunn.
Congratulations to the following students on receiving their

: Sophie West, Madeline Delaney,

: Ted Healey, Paddy May, Alex Fraser,

: No new students

Catherine McAuley Health Blog
Helping Kids Cope with Hay Fever
In this current (covid) climate, it’s easy to mistaken your child’s sneezing,
congestion and runny nose, as symptoms of a cold… or something
worse… but if he or she experiences a similar response at the same time
each year, it’s possible that seasonal allergies may be the cause.
Seasonal allergies, or hay fever, occur during certain times of the year,
usually when outdoor moulds release their spores, and trees, grasses, and
weeds release tiny pollen particles into the air to fertilize other plants.
Our body’s immune system treats these spores or pollens as dangerous
invaders, so to protect us, it releases chemicals (including histamine), into
the bloodstream. It’s these protective chemicals that create the allergy
symptoms.
Seasonal allergies can start at almost any age, but they usually develop by 10 years of age and reach their
peak in the early twenties. Symptoms will often disappear later in adulthood.
Signs and Symptoms
Allergy symptoms will usually come on suddenly and last as long as a person is exposed to the allergen.
They commonly include:
sneezing/runny nose
itchy nose and/or throat
nasal congestion
coughing
Diagnosis
Seasonal allergies are fairly easy to identify because they typically return
each year following exposure to an allergen. Talk with your Doctor if your
child’s symptoms are severe or if you are unsure what is triggering the
response. A simple skin test will identify the cause.
Treatment
There are many ways to treat seasonal allergies, depending on how
severe the symptoms are. Some kids can get relief by reducing or
eliminating exposure to allergens that bother them. If reducing exposure
isn't possible or is ineffective, medicines can help ease allergy symptoms,
but talk to your Doctor first.

Take Care!

Cherie Rivas
Partner in Health & Wellness

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Ruby Davison,

Meagan D’Ombrain, Noah Ferrier, William Hepworth, Toby Dickinson, Harry Fardell, Maria
Gil Merchan, Albert Robinson, Oscar Logan, William Fardell, Joshua McLean, Jake Quarmby,
Kaitlyn Ware, Isaac Churchland and Ngoc Nhu Y Vu.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class
especially at this time of COVID and with the possible dangerous situation with food allergies (especially
undiagnosed) which is something that is impossible for any teacher to monitor to the full extent. In recent years in
schools good intentions regarding food distribution sadly have had tragic outcomes.

We wish to advise that, due to circumstances beyond our
control, including COVID-19 regulations, our Canteen will
close at the end of this term. Canteen will not be available at
all during Term 4, this includes for both lunch orders and
over the counter sales.
In an effort to run down current supplies, your child may be asked to choose another option if we are
not able to provide the item ordered.
Alternative arrangements for 2021 are currently being investigated and we hope to be able to provide a
service to your children sometime in the new year.
We sincerely apologise for any inconvenience caused.

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.

Monday 21st September
School Photos

Interesting Fact of the
Week
It's estimated that Sweden has
more islands than any other
country.
With 221,800 islands, Sweden is
thought to have more islands
than any other country in the
world. Only about 1,000 of them
are inhabited.

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School
Orange
90 Hill Street,
ORANGE NSW 2800
Telephone: (02) 6361 3344
Email: mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au

Would you like to play cricket?
Orange CYMS Cricket Club 2020/2021 season
registrations are now open for all new and
experienced players.

To register please go to:
https://www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/club-details?Id=4424

Playcricket and search for clubs in Orange 2800
(Orange CYMS Cricket Club). Do not attempt to
register through Orange CYMS Junior Cricket
Club.
For further information please contact CYMS
Cricket Club at: cymsjcc@gmail.com.au or follow
us on Facebook, search CYMS Cricket Club
Juniors.

