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Congratulations to our School Leaders for 2021
Today we celebrated a Mass with our students and a
Commissioning Ceremony and Morning Tea with our student
leaders and their parents and families. We congratulate the
following students on their leadership rolls for 2021.
School Captains Isabelle Waters & William Vial
Vice Captains

Paityn Klaare & Kody Wasow

Prefects

Andrea Edwin & Jaxon Dobson

EXECUTIVE STAFF
Principal
Michael Croke
Assistant Principal
Robyn Petty
Religious Education Coordinator
Brooke Church
Maths Coordinator
Scott Hudson
English Coordinator
Virginia Milliken

Catherine McAuley

Eliza Mackin & Archie Budworth
Julia Loecker & Thomas French
Reese Board & Luciano Manca
We should labour all day like the
poor, and have our rest and
recreation after our work was
finished.

Michael Croke

10 YEARS

2012 - 2021

Catherine McAuley

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

We wear a Hat
with our Summer
Uniform and are
Responsible for our
Belongings.
Focus of the Week: This week we are looking at our Summer Uniform, which includes
our School hat. We are proud to be members of McAuley, and we show that to
everyone we see throughout the day. People recognise our uniform, and they
immediately associate us with Catherine McAuley School. Therefore, when we wear
our uniform, we should do so with pride. This means making sure we wear the proper
uniform. Some rules about our uniform have been made for safety reasons, like, tying
back long hair, only wearing stud or sleeper earrings, or no jewellery. This is because
hair or jewellery can get caught when we are playing, and cause harm. Other rules are
made to keep our uniform simple, like not wearing brand name items, or hair
accessories that are ornate. This assists those who are unable to afford expensive
decorative items. Please also remember our School Hat is a very important part of our
Summer Uniform. We need to wear it each time we go outside. Our hat, along with
sunscreen, helps to keep us safe from the damage of the sun. Our rule of “No hat, no
play’ will be in force from this week (Week 3). Please also make sure all your
belongings are labelled with your name, and you collect them at the end of each break
so they are not lost or broken.
Important points for students:






Correct Uniform only must be worn
Hats must be worn or sit in the shade (no play)
Sunscreen to be worn
All clothing and other belongings must be labelled
Place jumpers in bags when not using them

Parent Information Booklet: As we are still very limited in our ability to interact with parents, we will be sending
out a Parent Information Booklet with an overview of the main areas where you may have questions about the
school. It is not detailed, but gives a brief overview of each of the key areas that help our school to function
effectively. Please look through it and put it in a place where you can refer to it if questions arise.
Opening Mass, Liturgy and Commission: Yesterday we had a very hectic but wonderful official beginning to the
school year. As our school numbers prevented us from having a whole school gathering in the Church, our
Primary classes joined together for Mass, while our Infants classes came together later in the day for a beautiful
Liturgy. During the Mass, our Captains and Prefects were acknowledged and their badges Blessed. With the
limitations imposed by Covid restrictions, parents were not able to be at this Mass, so we then had a
Commissioning Ceremony for Year 6, where all our Captains and Prefects were then presented with their badges
by their parents and Year 6 pledged leadership to McAuley. A huge ‘thank you’ to Mrs Church for all the work she
put into each of these celebrations, ensuring our students were properly recognized in their important roles, and
all children had the opportunity to officially begin the School Year inviting Christ to be with us. We were also
delighted to be able to have this small interaction with our parents and look forward to a time when we can once
again invite parents to join us for our celebrations.

School Drop Off and Pick Up: As stated in last week’s Newsletter, we are still under many restrictions to do
with Covid, and are therefore maintaining the same procedures we put in place last year with regard to
students entering and exiting the school grounds. When dropping children off and picking them up, please
remember safety and social distancing while waiting. If at all possible, please do not stand on the road while
waiting for students. We have very limited room for parents, however, standing on the road is both unsafe and
does not set a good example for little children on safety. During this time of Covid, it is best to leave the school
environment as soon as possible to avoid problems with overcrowding and safety.
 Morning: Of a morning, only our front gate between the School and Kenna Hall will be opened from
8.15am, with the Byng St gate opening at the start of Playground duty at 8.35am. Students only will be
permitted on the school grounds.
 Afternoon: We ask that if you are picking your child up, please help us by following the Government
regulations on Social Distancing while waiting for your children, and then leaving the school environment
quickly to avoid unsafe practices and breaking Covid rules and regulations.
 Afternoon Pick Up: Of an afternoon, students not going on buses will leave via the Hill St exit or the
Byng St exit. Children will wait to be collected inside the gates. Parents/carers come through one gate, your
child will come out to meet you, then exit through the other gate. Even though many children are very
responsible, please do not call your child outside, but rather come in to meet them. If collecting from
Byng St and you have difficulty doing this (baby in the car, disabled), please let us know and we will walk
your child to the car. This is for the safety of all.
 Hill St Afternoon Duty: Please enter through the double gates and exit through the single
gate. Afternoon duty at Hill St Pick up finishes at 3:20pm. At this time the Hill St gate will be closed and
teachers will take any children still waiting for parents/carers up to the Bus lines in Hill St for supervision
while they wait to be picked up.
 Byng Street Afternoon Duty: Please enter through the top gate near the OSHC entrance and exit
through the lower gate. Afternoon duty at Byng St finishes at 3.30pm. At this time, the Byng St gates will
be closed and teachers will take any children who are still waiting for parents/carers over to the Hill St Bus
Lines for supervision while they wait to be picked up.
 Walkers: Those walking are asked to do so through the gate next to the bus lines in Hill St. If you feel
your child needs to leave through the Byng St gate, please send a note to your child’s teacher explaining
this.
OSCH at McAuley: Our “Out of School Hours” (OSCH) facility is available for all primary school students of
Orange both before and after school each week day and runs from our Sacred Heart Campus in Byng
Street. We are incredibly lucky to have this wonderful facility, with its relaxed setting, great afternoon tea, and
the option of outdoor and indoor play. This has seen all children attending this facility, happy and engaged.
After school care is currently on offer from 3:00pm – 6:00pm Monday to Friday, and before school care from
7:00am - 9:00am. For any information on McAuley OSCH please call Amy on 0439631686.
Arriving Late: It is hard to get back into school routine after such a long break, but please remember that it is
an expectation at McAuley that students will arrive at school before the first bell at 8:55am. Supervision in the
playground commences at 8:35am, with students arriving at school prior to this time expected to move to the
seating area outside the Staffroom and remain seated until supervision begins. If students arrive after the
bell to commence classes, they are expected to go to the Office to be signed in. If students arrive late, please
do not go straight to class. Rolls will have been marked and this will cause issues with the recording of student
attendance. The school gates will be locked at 9:00am each morning. Any student who arrives at school after
the gates are locked needs to go through the Office, where they can be marked as present. Please be respectful
of the limited time we have with your children, and our need to make the most of the time we have with them
by making sure they are at school in time for the bell.
Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

Beginning of School Year Religious Celebrations
Yesterday our school celebrated the beginning of the new school
year. Students in Year 3-6 attended Mass and the Kindergarten Year 2 students celebrated by having a lovely liturgy. We also
welcomed our Year 6 Students as leaders of our school. Our
elected Captains and Prefects received their badges and all Year 6
Students recited the Leadership Pledge. During this pledge the
students commit to serving the school community. Service is a
giving of oneself to others. Jesus was a wonderful model of servant
leadership teaching and challenging the disciples to be of service
to others. We are encouraged in our daily lives to give selflessly to
others, not for recognition but for love.

We Pray
As we go about our day O God,
As we strive to walk with Jesus as people of service,
Remind us that we are the face of Christ,
Who is with us always.
May your grace, mercy and peace,
Bless us, keep us and transform us all,
This day, now and forever.
Amen

“It is for God we serve the poor, not for thanks."
Catherine McAuley

Commissioning of School Leaders
I wish all Year 6 students and our elected leaders a wonderful year of service and look forward to the
many ways they will represent and lead our school in 2021.

School Captains, Vice Captain and Prefects
Ash Wednesday
Next week students in Year 3-6 will attend Mass to celebrate Ash
Wednesday and Kindergarten-Year 2 will participate in a Liturgy. Ash
Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. Lent is a time of preparation for Easter.
Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions we are unable to have parents/carers
at these celebrations.
Shrove Tuesday
Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, is the day before Ash Wednesday. We
celebrate this day as a way to use up rich foods such as eggs, milk, and sugar,
before the fasting season of the 40 days of Lent. Thank you to Mrs Kate Wright
and the Year 6 Mini Vinnies leaders who will be selling pancakes at recess for 50c
on the day. All money raised will go to Project Compassion.
If your child is to receive the sacrament of
Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation this
year please make sure you read the
newsletter each week. Information about
Sacraments will be communicated to parents
through notes directly to students as well as
reminders in the newsletter.
Have a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

MUSIC & DRAMA
Band & Guitar
Those students in Years 3-6 wishing to join
the Band or Guitar programs at school are
asked to return their enrolment forms by
the end of the week. Forms are available at
the office or from Mrs Allan in the Music
Room. Students involved in either program
last year do not need to complete any
forms.

WINTER SPORTS TRIALS
Over the coming weeks students in Year 5 and 6 (possibly some Year 4
students who are 10 years old) have nominated to trial for various
Winter sports. The CEDB ask that only students who regularly play
and are at a High level of ability be sent to the trials. Due to this the
school can only select a small number of students.
Those
selected will be notified at the end of Week 5 and must register on the
CSNSW Sport website by Wednesday 3rd March. A sheet on how to
register will be sent home to parents.

Family Educator News
Josh Dunn

Alpha 2021
We would like to invite you to the upcoming season of Alpha across our school & parish
communities. Alpha is a series of engaging sessions that provide invited guests with the
opportunity to connect with others & explore important aspects of life & meaning.
This year we are running a ‘Coffee and Croissant Alpha’ and a ‘Dinner Alpha’ (see below).
An Alpha session runs strictly for 2 hours and consists of these 3 main components:
Food – each session begins with delicious food for our guests. Sharing food together provides a
chance to chat informally and get to know others in a relaxed setting
Talk – the Alpha talks that we watch are designed to engage people from all walks of life and
inspire conversation. They explore the big issues of life and meaning and prompt questions
and discussion
Discussion – this time is an opportunity for people to respond to the talk, hear from others, and
contribute their own perspective in an honest, friendly, and open environment
Josh Dunn

Dinner Alpha
Tuesday nights, 6pm - 8pm
Coffee & Croissant Alpha
Wednesdays, 9am – 11am
Both at St Mary’s Church
Gathering Space
Beginning 2nd/3rd March
Alpha is a series of free, interactive sessions exploring life, faith and
meaning. Filled with food and fun!
Everyone is welcome and no question is off limits.
Register your interest today at alphaorange.org.au

Help us to bring HOPE to those in need this Lent.
All money raised will go to Project Compassion.

PANCAKES

TUESDAY 16th February

Shrove Tuesday

Mini Vinnies will be selling pancakes at lunch
time for 50c.

*Year 6 buddies will take Kindergarten students over at the beginning of Recess
to assist them with their purchase.

McAULEY SUPPORTER
CAPS ARE BACK IN
STOCK
Please note they do not form part of our school
uniform and are for parent supporters. Available at
the office $25.00.

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Ethan Gallagher,

Cooper Murray, Frankie Downey, Marcus Spagnolo, Delilah Fichera, Harry Callaghan, Eliza
Mackin and Jack Spagnolo.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class.

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Tuesday 16th February - Shove Tuesday (Pancakes for sale 50c each, limit of 1 pancake per child)
Wednesday 17th February - Ash Wednesday
Tuesday 23rd, Wednesday 24th, Thursday 25th February - School Tours (for new families wishing
to enrol, bookings to be made through our website)
Tuesday 2nd, Wednesday 3rd, Thursday 4th March - School Tours (for new families wishing to
enrol, bookings to be made through our website)

Interesting Fact of the Week
Every time a woodpecker’s beak
hits a tree, its head is subject to
1000 times the force of gravity.
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