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I had to relay the sad news last week to the parents of 1B that
Mrs Eleanor Bettinzoli will be finishing her permanent stint at
Catherine McAuley at the end of next week. Eleanor has had a
long and distinguished career at both St Joseph's and
Catherine McAuley and we thank her for the wonderful care
and concern she has given to many many children over a long
period of time. Teaching is a wonderful vocation and ministry
and the McAuley staff like Eleanor go well beyond in work
hours and general dedication to children. As Eleanor redirects
her dedication and care to other areas of her life we wish her
all the very best on behalf of the many staff and children she
has encountered, and happy that she will not be leaving our
fair city.
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Michael Croke
You have given all to God
without any reserve. Nothing
can happen to you which He
does not appoint.
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Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Focus of the Week: We Show Respect by using Good Manners This week we are looking at using good manners
at school. When someone is addressing us, or we are speaking to someone, we show our respect by using our
Manners. This means we look at that person, listen to what they are saying and respond using ‘please and thank
you’. It is also not polite to interrupt conversations, but rather wait for an appropriate moment to speak.
Important points for students:


Always look at the person you are speaking to



Responses when spoken to: ‘how are you?’ ‘Good, thank you’ ‘yes please,
no thank you’



Manners should always include please and thank you.



Speak to people who speak to you - don’t ignore them and look at them when
you are speaking.



Don’t interrupt when others are speaking, wait your turn.

Kindergarten Conversations: Throughout this week, our Kinder teachers are conducting “Kinder Conversations”
with the parents of our new little students. Now that our students have settled into the class routine, this is a great
opportunity for our Kinder teachers to have a conversation with Kinder parents and let them know how their child
has settled in and how they are coping with the rigors of school. It also gives the parents a chance to let the
teachers know anything that may impact on their child’s learning or behaviour.

Athletics Carnival: Our Athletics’ Carnival for students in Year 2 to 6 will be held next week on Thursday, 18th
March at James Sheahan. The easing of Covid Restriction will now allow us to have parents present at the
Carnival, but restrictions will still apply. Please see our advice in the “Sports News” page regarding this. In the
meantime, we are finalising many of our field events for the Athletics Carnival here at school to allow time for
extra running events which will be included in our Carnival this year. Our Kinder and Year 1 will have their
Athletics Carnival later in the year.
Tours of the School: Thank you to all who came along for our School Tours which we have had over the past two
weeks. They proved very popular and are a wonderful way for families to see our facilities and grounds. We will
be organizing more tours early next term for those who would still like the opportunity to have a look through the
school. Deciding where to send your children to school is a very difficult decision, and we encourage families to
gather as much information as possible about their child’s perspective school when making this decision. If you
know of someone who is considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 2022, please let
them know our tours will be on offer again at the beginning of next term. For further information, please ring the
school on 6361 3344.

Change To Parents Accessing the School: With Covid restrictions easing at the end of last week to allow
parents and Carers back onto school grounds, we have been busy working out the best way for students to be
picked up in the afternoon. Our current strategy is:
Students being picked up from Byng St: The top gate in Byng St will be opened at 3:00pm to allow parents
and Carers to enter the school and wait on the green playing field. After the bell goes, students will come out of
class and sit under the Big Tree while they wait. Once a parent or Carer arrives, the child/ren comes out to join
them and they leave the school through the bottom Byng St gate.
Students being picked up from Hill St: The ‘Pool’ or little gate will be opened at 3:00pm for parents and
Carers to enter the school grounds. All parents and Carers are then asked to walk to the blue covered area
(Basketball court) and wait under cover to pick up children. After the bell goes, students will come out of class
and gather in Kinder / Year 1 eating area. Once a parent or Carer arrives, the child/ren come out to join them
and they exit through the gate at Hill St .
We do ask that no children of any age use playground equipment at this time.
Professional Development: This term there are many opportunities for our Staff to attend a variety of
Professional Development courses run through the Bathurst CEBD. As we are looking at how we can continue
to improve our knowledge and ability to assist all students, we have had a variety of teachers attend
Mathematics, Spiritual Formation, Reading, SPB4L and Welfare courses so far this term, with more anticipated
over the next few weeks. Each of these courses adds depth to our teaching, allowing teachers to do ‘their job’
better.

Diocesan Swimming Carnival: We wish all our students who are competing at the Diocesan Swimming
Carnival in Dubbo today, the very best of luck! Congratulations on reaching this level of competition. We were
delighted with the sportsmanship and dedication that was shown by our students recently at the Southern Region
competition, and we look forward to hearing reports of the same attitude by our students once again.
Please Don’t forget to wear your hat!! Please don’t forget your hat!! We are still experiencing many very
warm days even though Summer has officially finished. Hats still must be worn in the playground for all of
Terms 1 and 4.
Wishing you a great week,

Robyn Petty

WANTED: Donation of Keyboard to School Band
Due to an influx of keyboard players into the school Training
Band this year, we need additional keyboards. If you have an
unused electronic keyboard at home, that you would be willing
to donate to the school band, we would gratefully accept.
Anne Allan

Project Compassion
All students have received their very own Project Compassion box. During Lent we ask families to
donate to Caritas through Project Compassion to help those in our world who are less fortunate than
us. Some of the initiatives Caritas is involved in are education, providing food and running water and
sanitation for communities as well as support for refugees. Please return your Project Compassion
boxes to school at the end of the term where all donations will be sent to Caritas to continue their
wonderful work..

Third Week of Lent
We are now in the third week of Lent with the Project Compassion story of Oliva, a 22-year-old woman from Tanzania. She did not have the opportunity to go to school and was embarrassed that she
was unable to read, write or count. As an adult, her business was losing money because she couldn’t
add up her money and give the right change to customers.
Then Oliva enrolled in Caritas Australia’s literacy and numeracy classes. She also set up a home
classroom to teach her neighbours, for free, because they were too shy to attend larger classes.
Oliva has now graduated, attendance at her classes are growing, her kiosk is thriving and she is
helping her children with their homework. She aims to become a pastor and run for leadership in the
next local election - to help her community to ‘Be More.’
Approximately 260 million children don’t have the chance to go to school (un.org)
“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” Please support Project Compassion in 2021

Sacraments 2021

Students in Year 3 are currently preparing to
receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. All
Year 3 classes are learning about the Mass and
how the celebration of the Eucharist connects us
as a Catholic community to each other and to
Jesus. Year 3 students who are baptised
Catholics have the opportunity to receive the
Sacrament of Holy Communion for the first time
this year. Mrs Liss Ryan, Parish Sacramental
Coordinator, has sent home notes explaining the
process for this sacrament this year. If you require
further information please don’t hesitate to contact
Liss at the Parish Office on 6362 2378.

Around the Rooms
Yesterday the Year 3 classes had a visit from Fr Antony to talk to them
about “The Eucharist.” Students in Year 3 are busy preparing to make their
First Holy Communion. It was a wonderful opportunity for the students to
hear from Fr Antony about the celebration of Mass and in particular the
Eucharist. Yesterday the students in Year 4B received Reconciliation.
Formation for Mission
During the year all teachers will have the opportunity to attend one
of the “Formation for Mission” sessions being offered to us from the
CEDB. On Friday Mrs White, Mrs Cain, Mrs Connor and myself
travelled to Bathurst to hear Mr Dan White speak about “The Seven
Steps to Mystery.” Dan is an accomplished educator and a wonderful
orator and we thoroughly enjoyed the day learning about the
symbolism within Bible stories and leading us deeper on our own
faith journey.
Catherine McAuley Play
On Monday 15th March all students will attend the play “A Bright Light in
Darkness'' which chronicles the life of Catherine McAuley. Performers from
the Blue Whale Theatre will perform for the students. It will be a wonderful
opportunity for our students to witness the story of the patroness of our
school come to life on stage.
Have a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

SPORTS NEWS
Congratulations to all those swimmers who competed in the Southern Region Swimming
Carnival. We have a number of swimmers from our school going to Dubbo today to compete in
the Dio carnival. We wish them well. What was more pleasing was to hear about the great
sportsmanship shown by McAuley students.
We also have a number of people venturing off to Bathurst for trials in a variety of sports over
the next two weeks:
12th March
Netball, League, Hockey and soccer
19th March
Rugby Union
While on the 26th March a group of students will be off to Dubbo for cricket trials.
We wish all these students well and hope they enjoy the day and the experience.

CATHERINE McAULEY ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
All students should by now have had nominations in for the Athletics Carnival. Long Jump
and discus were completed at school last week and these skills would have been taught in
their PE lessons over the term.
Our carnival will take place on the 18th March at Sheahan.
Yippeeee,

We can once again have parents at our Athletics Carnival, with a
few rules which have been put into place by James Sheahan
School.
They have asked the following from us:
1. Parents NOT TO PARK in school grounds

2. Parents can attend from 9.30am onwards
3. Parents will need to sign in. (We will have a couple of tables set up with our code to
do this)

We will also be running a BBQ with Covid rules for students. Please read the note sent out
by the Tuckshop in relation to this.

CHART OF 1ST CONTACT FOR PARENT COMMUNICATION

What’s happening in Year 2?
Year Two have been studying Living Things in Science this term. As part of our unit we welcomed Sam
Lockwood from Goldfields Honey last Thursday to talk to us about the importance of bees and honey
production. We learnt all about bees, bee hives and we even got to taste some Goldfields honey. It was yum!!

Monique Dunn

Family Educator News
Josh Dunn

Praying with our Kids

Sometimes it is difficult to know where to start when we’re wanting
to pray with our children. Try starting with these 4 ideas to get the
conversation, and prayer, happening!

Asking

Thanks

Are there things we’d like to ask What do we need to give
God for? Help with something? thanks for? Has God
Health for a sick friend or
helped us in some way?
family member?

Given us something?

Sorrow
Particularly in this time of
Lent, what are we sorry for?
What have we done wrong?
What can we do better?

Worship
At times we are so busy
asking and being sorry or
thankful, that we forget to
simply praise God for how
wonderful He is!

MERIT AWARDS - Wk5
Lewis Mullins

Dottie Johnson

Yuxin Chen

Ruby Lewis

Jaxx Murray

Isla Taylor

Macy Eyles

Nicholas Palmer

Charlotte Theobald

Dylan Jomon

Harry Logan

Rachel D’Ombrain

Layla Gardiner

Felix Wolf

Alvin Thomas

Cooper Schuberth

Barnaby Luelf

Phoebe Turner

Koda Ryan

Sophie McAlister

Zara Eyles

Chance Cook

Heidi Elmes

Willow Portass

Delilah Fichera

Oscar Gardner

Mackenzie Gander

Calum Davis

Finn Rogers

Toby Dover

Digby Luelf

Maggie Lawson

Sophie Gander

Wade Townsend

Ally Roberts

Molly Spicer

Joshua Newman

Ryan Neich

Josef Scott-Robertson

Frankie Downey

Mia Crombie

Cooper Judge

Ethan Agland

Darcey Biddle

Abhijith Biju

Lynk Wright

Solomon Russell

Lily Kelly

Brodie Nunn

Cooper Murray

Jayde Lewis

Sienna Vaughan

Deros Jose

Thomas French

Ruby Davison

Sienna Murray

Divaakara Nugroho

Eliza Mackin

Austin Dews

Ava Elmes

McAULEY SUPPORTER
CAPS ARE BACK IN
STOCK
Please note they do not form part of our school
uniform and are for parent supporters. Available at
the office $25.00.

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Ethan Turner,

Harriet Bailey, Madelin Duffey, Lilli Duffey, Cleo Sampson, Mason Everett, Layla Gardiner,
Jaiden Rogers and Ella Rogers.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class.

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Wednesday 10th March
Kinder Conversations
Diocesan Swimming Carnival (selected students)
Thursday 11th March
Kinder Conversations
Friday 12th March
Diocesan Winter Sports Trials (selected students)
Tuesday 16th March
Year 4 Excursion - Huntley Berry Farm
Thursday 18th March
Athletics Carnival (Yr3 - Yr6 & selected 8yo Yr2)
Friday 19th March
Dio Rugby Union Trials (Yr 5 & Yr6)
Year 3 Grade Retreat
Tuesday 23rd March
Clothing Pool Open 2:45pm—3:10pm (please enter
through office)

Interesting Fact of the Week
To “baffle” someone once meant to subject
them to public disgrace by hanging their
picture upside down.
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