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A community in which this 
universal charity reigns is ... 
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It was great to see so many families attend the Welcome  

Barbecue on Sunday despite the wet conditions. I am     

careful not to call much needed rain as "terrible weather''! 

In calling ourselves the McAuley family we endeavour to 

have many (out of class) events that family members can  

attend to see their children and grandchildren. Such         

attendance is something the children appreciate. In the 

coming weeks we have our beginning Mass and our school 

Swimming carnival as well as a special morning tea for   

Kindergarten parents.  I encourage all family members to 

attend all or some of these events to be part of the             

atmosphere of McAuley. 

 

 

Michael Croke 
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Focus of the Week: We keep ourselves safe in the sun when we wear a hat.   This week our focus is 

on wearing our hats and sunscreen to keep ourselves safe in the sun. Being able to play in the beautiful sunshine 
is such a privilege, however the sun’s rays can also be so destructive to our skin, even on cloudy days. Being safe 
in the sun is an important lesson for all our students, and therefore we emphasise hats as a very important part of 
our Summer Uniform.  Without a hat students are unable to play in their normal play areas and are asked to sit 
(not play) in the designated shade area at Recess and Lunch times. 

Protected Learning Time: It is wonderful to walk around our school during Protected Learning Time (9:00am – 

11:00am Monday to Thursday) and see the uninterrupted focus on learning. The high expectations on students 
who are working at their individual level is obvious as is the variety of activities, engagement of students, teachers 
and student assistants. During this week I had the opportunity to be in the Kindergarten classrooms. The           
Kindergarten teachers are doing an amazing job with these excited children eager to learn at “big school”. 

Opening School Mass:  Tomorrow, Thursday 13th February, we celebrate our Opening School Mass beginning 

at 9:30am.  We are honoured to have our new Executive Director of Schools for the Diocese of Bathurst, Mrs 
Christina Trimble join us for our Mass.  She will be accompanied by our new School’s Consultant, Mr Warren Loy. 
We look forward to welcoming them to McAuley.  During Mass we will also have the pleasure of presenting our 
new School Leaders with their badges. There will be a Morning Tea for our Leaders and Special Guests in Kenna 
Hall at the conclusion of Mass. 

Kinder Parent Morning Tea: We look forward to our Kinder Parent morning Tea next Monday 17th February.  

Please come into the Staffroom and join us for a ‘cuppa’ after you drop off your children. This is a wonderful      
informal opportunity for parents to mingle and meet.  

School Drop Off and Pick Up:  The safety of our children is always what drives our decisions regarding all our 

school rules.  This is very evident during the arrival and departure of our students. It is important that when you 
drop off your child, or pick them up, you follow the procedures we have in place to ensure that all students are 
kept safe. In the morning and again in the afternoon, all play equipment is out of bounds as it cannot be properly 
supervised.  Thank you so much to all parents who have helped make our drop off and pick up a safer experience. 

School Uniform:  It is lovely to see our students so beautifully presented in their uniform.  Please remember 

during Terms 1 and 4, students need to wear a hat while they are in the playground.  Hats are an important part 
of our uniform.  Without at hat, students have to remain in a shaded area and play is very limited. This is both for 
safety reasons and to encourage students to remember to bring their hat.  We also discourage jewelry, especially 
those items such as earrings and bangles that can catch on things and cause harm.  Small plain stud earrings, a 
chain with a cross or medal or a watch is acceptable.  Could you also please keep nail polish and decorative hair 
ornaments for weekends as well.  Hairbands, ‘scrunchies’ or ribbons in blue, pink, maroon or white are               
acceptable.  All hair that is shoulder-length or longer is also to be tied back for both girls and boys. For further  
details regarding our school uniform, please look on our website.  

https://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uniform.html 

Focus of the Week 

We keep          our-
selves safe in the 

sun when we wear 
a hat. 

https://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uniform.html


Welcome B-B-Q:  Thank you to all those who braved the inclement weather and joined us last   

Sunday for our Welcome B-B-Q!  It was great to see so many families come along, and we had a lovely 
time in the COLA area. It was also lovely to have such great falls of rain!  We were blessed in a number 
of ways! 

School Swimming Carnival:  Next Tuesday 18th February we have our annual Swimming Carnival 

for Primary students and 8yr old students in Year 2.  This is always a great opportunity to see the spirit 
of McAuley evident in the community atmosphere.  Thank you to all our wonderful parents and 
friends who help to run the carnival.  Without your assistance, we would not be able to enjoy such 
events.  It is also brilliant to hear the cheers and barracking for the different houses!   The carnival will 
begin at 9:30am with children being bussed down.  If you want your child to stay behind at the pool, 
they must bring a note to their teacher.  If you are taking your child from the pool, please see your 
child’s teacher to have them marked off the roll before you leave.  AND DON’T FORGET HATS AND 
SUNSCREEN!! Please apply sunscreen before coming to school and pack it for your child to apply 
again during the day. 

Assembly:  This week we begin our Class Assemblies, with Year 6H being our first Assembly for the 

year! Our Assemblies are held on Friday afternoon from 2:15-2:55pm.  This enables more learning 
time in the key parts of the day, and offers an opportunity for parents to enjoy seeing the children’s 
hard work before taking their children home for the weekend. A reminder that bus zones will be in 
place during Assembly time so please park around the corner in March or Byng Street to avoid   
parking in the Bus Bay and receiving a fine. All parents and friends are very welcome to join us for all 
our Assemblies.   

Wishing you a wonderful week, 

Robyn Petty 

PARKING SIGNS AROUND OUR SCHOOL 

Please be mindful of parking signs around the school.  These provisions are in place 

for the safety of all students and parents.  Please obey all parking restrictions.    

Parking Rangers are very prevalent before and after school hours and doing the 

wrong thing will almost certainly result in a fine.  This includes the dangerous    

practise of double parking to drop off your child.  Please see below a refresher on the 

rules that apply to these signs.  Information obtained from the NSW RMS Site. 

No Parking 

You must not stop 

for more than two 

minutes in a No 

Parking area. You must     

remain in or within 3 metres 

of the vehicle. 

No stopping/

no standing 

These signs 

mean that in the area in the 

direction of the arrow you 

must not stop your vehicle at 

any point on the road or 

kerb, unless there is a     

medical or other emergency. 

Bus zone 
 

This sign means that in 

the direction of the   

arrow or arrows you are 

not allowed to stop your    

vehicle unless you are driving 

a bus. 
 

Hours of operation may apply 

to some signs.  



 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE A CHILD STARTING SCHOOL IN 2021? 

CATHERINE MCAULEY IS RUNNING SCHOOL TOURS! 

PLEASE PHONE OUR OFFICE TO BOOK A TOUR ON 6361 3344 

WHEN:   MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY - 9:30am - 10:00am 

  TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 MONDAY 2ND MARCH - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 TUESDAY 3RD MARCH - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 

FAMILY FAITH MEETINGS - YEAR 3 

 

 

 

Further to the Sacramental Meeting that you will have attended last week, 

we have opened bookings for you to book your Family Faith                

Meeting.  These meetings will be held at the Parish Office.  Please make 

your booking via Compass.  You should have a notification on the        

Compass App.  Please contact the school if you have any problems making 

your appointment.  

If you were unable to attend the parent meeting, please contact Liss Ryan at 

the Parish Office - 6362 2378 or Email: sacraments@orange.cdob.org.au 

Brooke Church 

Religious Education Coordinator  



Gospel Reflection - Matthew 5:13-16 
 

In this week's Gospel a major theme of the Scripture readings is that 

‘Love and law go hand in hand’. Jesus teaches the disciples to not 

simply live by the letter of the law, which can be very minimal, but to 

follow it with their heart. Jesus says right up front that he did not come 

to abolish the law. Rather, Jesus wants to help his followers see the 

law in a new light as the perfection of the Covenant with Moses.      

Following the letter of the law on the outside needs to be backed up by 

heartfelt love on the inside. Jesus’ laws of love calls us to build       

relationships with others. During this week think about how you can 

show those around you that you love them. 

 

 

 

Around the Rooms 

 
Kindergarten had a wonderful visit from Fr Greg last week. They   

especially liked seeing the Missal, Chalice and Paten which are all 

special items used during Mass. The students in Kindergarten are busy 

learning about the special symbols we use during prayer such as the 

Bible, candles and crucifix. 

 
 

 

 

School Masses and Liturgies 

 
On Thursday 13th April we will be celebrating our Opening School 

Mass at 9:30am in St Joseph’s Church. At the end of Mass the 2020 

School Leaders will be presented with their badges and all Year 6 will 

recite the leadership pledge. The theme for our Mass is “Light for the 

World,”  and we invite all parents and families to come and pray with 

us. 

 

 

Sacraments 

 
Enrolments are now open for students in Year 3 and above who would like to receive the Sacraments of 

Reconciliation and Holy Communion. If you were unable to attend the parent information session last 

week please contact Liss Ryan at the Parish Office. Please remember to book a Family Faith Meeting 

through Compass.  

 

Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SPORT? 
 

Ladies, Gentlemen, children of all ages welcome to the 2020 Catherine McAuley Sports Page. 

This week we will be focusing on some of the major events  in our Sporting calendar for Terms 1-3.    
 

18th February - School swimming carnival Year 3-6 students (selected Year 2’s who are very accomplished 

swimmers). 
 

25th February - Southern Regional Swimming Carnival - Orange (only for those students who gain selection 

at school carnival). 
 

4th March - AFL regional competition for Year 5/6 - in Orange - selected team only 
 

11th March - Dio Swimming Carnival- Dubbo (only for those selected from Southern regional carnival) 
 

Week 3 - Rugby Union/League Trials at school  for Year 5 and Year 6 students (this is for both 7’s and 10’s 

tournaments later in the year).  Students must play either league or union or have played in the top school 

team in 2019 to trial, due to the physicality of the sport.  Those selected will then have to supply age, height 

and weight to the governing body of the respective carnivals for the union competitions.  (13 year olds are 

not allowed to compete in the 10’s rugby union tournament according to the rules) 
 

Week 7 - Winter sports trials for Diocese at school for various sports open to Year 5 and Year 6 students.  If 

selected, trials will be in Bathurst on the 3rd April. All sports are in the open primary section except Rugby 

League which has an Under 11 section. 
 

17th March - Dio AFL trials Bathurst - open to only those students in Year 5 or 6 that play AFL. 
 

27th March - School Primary Athletics Carnival- Sheehan 
 

2nd April - Rugby Union 7’s tournament held in Orange 
 

3rd April - Dio Winter Sports Trials- Bathurst 
 

30th April - Russel Richardson (Year 3 and 4)  and David Peachey (Year 5 and 6) in Orange. This is no 

longer a competitive tournament so students no longer go through to finals in Dubbo and then        

Sydney.  This decision made by the competition organisers . 
 

1st May - Polding Trials- Bathurst (only for selected students from Dio trials in Bathurst) 
 

5th May - Coolah Cross Country.  Trials will be held at school 8th of April throughout the day.   
 

29th May - Polding Touch at Port Macquarie (for students who were selected in 2019) 
 

5th June - 10’s regional final day  Orange - qualify for Sydney - Pupil Free Day however students will be 

still competing .  If successful 3rd August - Sydney Rugby Union 10’s (must win in Orange on 5th of 

June to be invited) 
 

16th June - School Cup Netball - Bathurst (school selected team, if qualify they then play 5th August         

Regional Final in Orange) 
 

31st July - Southern Region Athletics - Blayney (students selected from school primary carnival) 
 

20th August - Dio Athletics-Dubbo (only for those students selected from Southern Carnival) 

 

1st September - Netball Penrith (selected school team) 

 

Scott Hudson 

Primary Coordinator 



KINDER FUN! 

 



Introducing our Family Educator 

A new and exciting role exists across our school  

community this year, titled ‘Family Educator’. After 

many years teaching in our Catholic schools, Josh 

Dunn has accepted this role to work across our 

school, Catherine McAuley, along with St Mary’s 

Catholic Primary School and our wider parish. Josh 

will be primarily working towards: 

 strengthening connections between families and 
our school 

 providing faith opportunities for our students and 
families 

 supporting family well-being 
 
Josh looks forward to establishing this new role of ‘Family Educator’ and            

connecting with your family in different ways throughout the year.  



Catherine McAuley Health Blog 

Simple Routines to Ease the Day 

Let’s face it…. regardless of the size of our families, we’re all 

busy! Whether it be home chores, school or work                    

responsibilities, or even participation in community clubs or 

events… there’s always (what feels like), a million things for 

both parents and kids to juggle. 

This can be a little unsettling for some children, particularly if 

they’re starting school for the first time, or even changing 

grades or teachers…. so having good routines in place can have 

great benefits not only for them, but for the entire family as 

well, including: 

Safety and Belonging: an organised and predictable home environment helps kids feel 

safe, secure and well looked after, particularly in stressful times. 

Skills and Responsibility: having chores can help children develop a sense of                 

responsibility and basic life skills, like time management.  

Healthy Habits: routines can be a way of teaching healthy habits, like brushing teeth,    

exercising, eating healthy snacks or even basic hygiene skills or adequate sleep. 

There aren’t any rules about how routines should work, as long as they work well for each    

individual in each family…. but effective routines do share some 

common features: 

 Well Planned: everyone understands their role and exactly 

what they need to do. 

 Regular: they’re a normal part of everyday family life. 

 Predictable: things happen in the same order each time. 

Setting up a simple morning routine for young children can be a 

great way to ease them (and the rest of the family) into the day. 

This can include things like: 

Making their bed & tidying their room; 

Helping with breakfast prep or setting the table; 

Helping to pack recess &/or lunch; 

Emptying rubbish or unpacking the dishwasher; 

Feeding pets;  

Cleaning school shoes and getting dressed. 

The more systematic these tasks become, the easier the rest of the day will flow!  

 

Cherie Rivas 
Partner in Health & Wellness 



 

McAuley Clothing  

Pool Open 

 

Wednesday 12th February 

2:15pm - 3:10pm 

Monday 24th February 

9:00am - 10:00am 



 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Dominic Morris,  

Delilah Fichera, Mason Boney, Harry Callaghan, Eliza Mackin, Jack Spagnolo, Anei Akon, 

Sage Fabar-Robey, Sienna Murray & Fergus Johnson. 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 
Casual Booking $15.00 
*Nutritional breakfast included 
After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 
Casual booking $26 
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack. 
Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 
For further information and to receive a booking pack  

Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

Day 9:30am 10:30am 11:30am 

Wednesday - Clare Cartwright - 

Thursday - Rebecca Crombie / Marilyn Gersbach - 

Friday Corrine Miller - Sarah Timbrell 

Wednesday 19th February to 21st February - To Be Advised 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Interesting Fact of the 

Week 

If all the time our eyes are 

shut when blinking is  

added together, we spend 

1.2 years of our waking 

lives in pitch darkness. 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 6:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 6:00pm 

Wednesday 12th February 

Clothing Pool Open 2:15pm-3:10pm 

Thursday 13th February 

Opening School Mass 9:30am + Leaders Morning Tea 

Friday 14th February 

6H Assembly 2:10pm 

Monday 17th February 

Kinder Parent Morning Tea in the Staffroom 

Tuesday 18th February 

Year 3-6 Swimming Carnival (+ selected Year 2 Students) 

Wednesday 20th February 

Year 5 Parish Mass 9:30am 

Friday 21st February 

5C Assembly 2:10pm 

Monday 24th February 

School Tours for new families 9:30am-10:00am (phone office to book a 

place) 

Clothing Pool Open 9:00am-10:00am 

Tuesday 25th February 

School Tours for new families 9:30am-10:00am (phone office to book a 

place) 

Southern Region Swimming Carnival (Selected Students) 

Wednesday 26th February 

Ash Wednesday Mass Year 3 - Year 6 - 10:00am 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy Year K - Year 2 12:30pm 

Thursday 27th February 

Year 4 Parish Mass 9:30am 

Friday 28th February 

4P Assembly 2:10pm 

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 


