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At McAuley we have started our interviews with student and
parents who are enrolling for Kindergarten in 2022. Mrs Petty
is doing a splendid job in making sure every child is
feeling like they are the only child who will be in the Grade
next year. Like students in all classes our aim as a school is to
make sure the classroom environment is a happy place and
the school is a place that students want to come to. If we can
provide engaging teachers (which I think we do) learning will
take place. Just like those in an adult workplace, if the
environment is not happy and engaging we spend the day
dreaming of working elsewhere!
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Keep patience ever at your side,
you’ll want it for a constant
guide.

Michael Croke
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Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Focus of the Week: We move around the School Respectfully and Responsibly.
(NAPLAN). This week and next week our Year 3 and 5 students will be sitting their NAPLAN tests. This type of
testing requires a lot of concentration, and sometimes runs into break times. As a school, we need to support
our students sitting these exams by moving around the school quietly and making sure we do not do anything
that will disturb them.

Important points for students:


Move around quietly



Use left side of the corridor and stairs



Only walk in corridors



Be safe by not sitting on railings, or walking on seats and tables



Use the lift responsibly, and only when you have permission

Kindergarten Enrolments for 2022: I am thoroughly enjoying my interviews with
our perspective Kinder children for next year and I think we will have a delightful
group of Kindergarten for 2022! Applications for Kinder enrolments for 2022 are
still available, however they will close very soon, so if you know of someone who is
considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 2022, please let
them know they have until next Friday, 21st May to have their applications in. Enrolments after this
date may not be able to be accepted if we have capacity in our classes for next year. Tours of the school
and further enrolment information is available on our school number, 6361 3344.

NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and Year 5: Our Year 3 and 5 students began their NAPLAN tests yesterday
with the first test being the Writing. Year 3 were able to complete this using pen and paper, however Year 5
wrote their stories online. This is an important week for our students sitting this exam, and we pray they are
able to calmly do their best. Over the rest of the week they will sit Reading, Language Conventions (Grammar
and Spelling) and Mathematics. Any child who has missed out on any of the NAPLAN tests will be able to sit
catch up exams next week until the platform closes at the end of Week 5. Although this is one test on one day,
the information we gather from this test does give us a good overall understanding of a students strengths and
areas for growth. As Teachers, we are then able to identify how best to support further learning. An
information brochure with further explanation of this process can be accessed at https://www.nap.edu.au/
docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-andcarers.pdf?
sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+
March+2018

Infant’s Athletics Carnival: What a wonderful day the Infants had at their Athletics’ Carnival last
Monday! Thank you to all the amazing parents who were able to come along and enjoy the day with us.
We were also very lucky with our weather, given how the rest of the week has turned out!
Congratulations to all the students who tried their hardest and can be very proud of their efforts.
Congratulations also to the terrific Infants Teachers and Assistants for all the effort they put into making
this carnival such a success. We had some very tired people at the end of Monday, both children and
adults!!

Mothers’ Day Celebrations: We were absolutely delighted to have so many people join us for our
Mothers’ Day BBQ lunch last Friday! It was such a great feeling to be able to have our parents and
families back on the grounds. What a great way to lead up to the very special celebration of our
recognition of the amazing work done by Mothers and those who nurture us. I hope everyone had a
lovely day last Sunday, and all Mothers were a little bit spoilt!

Covid Funding: We have now begun a number of new Intervention programs aimed primarily at our
senior students, supporting their Literacy and Numeracy abilities. Through the grant we were given from
the Federal Government, we have been able to implement several new programs. These will run for most
of the next two terms and support a considerable number of students. This money has been made
available to schools to support the recovery of learning which has been affected by Covid.

Wishing you all a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

Friday 11th June (Term 2)

Pupil Free Day
(This is also the Queen’s
Birthday Long Weekend)

The Ascension of the Lord
Mark 16:16 - Jesus said to them, “Go into the world. Go everywhere and announce the message of
God’s good news to one and all. Whoever believes and is baptised is saved; whoever refuses to
believe is damned”.
This weekend the Church celebrates the Ascension of the Lord Jesus into heaven. Jesus stayed with
his disciples for 40 days after his Resurrection. At his Ascension Jesus commissions the Apostles to
go out and spread his teaching to others in the world. Jesus also promises that he will send the Holy
Spirit to be with them.
How do you keep Jesus close even when He may seem absent?
Ascension Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus Christ, right before your Ascension into heaven you told your apostles to be His
witnesses to the ends of the earth upon receiving the Holy Spirit. May I be similarly inspired to spread
your Gospel message in word and deed, according to your will for me. And may I do so prudently and
joyfully, with your help, your guidance, and your grace! And remembering this glorious event, help me
to seek what is above, Heaven, where you are seated at the right hand of God the Father!
Amen
Mother’s Day Liturgy and School Celebration
A beautiful celebration of mothers and those like
mothers to us was held last week on Friday. Thank you
to our Kindergarten teachers and students who led our
school community in a beautiful liturgy praying
especially for our mothers and mother figures. Thank
you to all the families who could join us for a barbeque
lunch in the playground.

Please see our beautiful photo collage on the following page from our liturgy.

Priest Visit and Reconciliation
This week Year 4Y will attend Reconciliation in the Church

Term 2 Class Assemblies
Class assemblies have begun. We are so excited that parents and friends will be able to attend
assemblies. At this stage we ask that only parents and family from the presenting class attend
the assembly due to Covid regulations and social distancing. Please check the Term
calendar and weekly newsletter for the dates of class assemblies. We look forward to sharing
and celebrating the wonderful things happening in our school with our parents and friends.
Term 2 Parish Mass
This term grades will attend the Thursday Parish Mass at 9:30am in St
Joseph’s Church. I encourage parents and carers to come along and
celebrate Mass with their child. This week the Year 1 students will attend
the Parish Mass. Parents who attend are invited to sit with their child
during Mass.
Have a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Rise Youth Festival 2021
Registrations for RISE 2021 have opened. Deacon Josh Clayton has put together the following
information regarding Rise.
Where is RISE being held? St Stanislaus’ College, 220 Bentinck St Bathurst
What age is RISE aimed at? Year 6 through to Year 9.
Where will everyone sleep? In the Performing Arts Centre at Stannies. Stretcher beds will be provided
and participants will sleep in classrooms and the hall area. Males and females will be in separate areas with
supervision and security provided overnight.
Why the move Stannies? Because RISE is too popular! We are too big for our previous venue, so we have
had to move to a bigger one. Stannies is the most appropriate venue available in the Diocese over these dates,
that can accommodate the Festival.
Who will be there?
Participants (Year 6- Year 9 students)
Youth Team (Year 10- Year 12 students)
Guests (Gen Bryant, Catholic Mission, Vinnies Youth team and other workshop facilitators)
Youth Ministers and Leadership Team (All adults will hold a current Working with Children Check. There will be
both males and females, and a security guard overnight)
Can non-Catholics come or students from non-Catholic schools? Yes, all students in these age groups are
welcome to attend, no matter what faith or school they attend.
“Everyone's welcome, wherever they are at in their faith journey.”- Parish Priest
What does the timetable look like for the days?
 Meeting new people and making friends from across the Diocese
 Keynote speakers
 Small group discussions and challenges
 Music, games and fun
 Choose which workshops you’d like to attend
 Opportunities for prayer, praise and worship and encountering Jesus
 A way for participants to continue to be formed pre/post Confirmation.
How do people register? Click here https://forms.gle/1h6mY4oA5nr4ao4h7

CWA Public Speaking and Diocesan Spelling Bee
In Week 5, the following students from Catherine McAuley will be representing our school in
the CWA Public Speaking competition and the Diocesan Spelling Bee.
CWA Public Speaking Competition
Grade

Student Name

Class

Year 3

Grace Hilder

3 Blue

Year 4

Poppy Grinter

4 Blue

Year 5

Vaughn Bieniek

5 Yellow

Year 6

Thomas Cain

6 Maroon

Year 3

Ena Robinson

3 Yellow

Year 4

Rosie Hamilton

4 Yellow

Year 5

Abel Tom

5 Maroon

Year 6

Jayden Jomon

6 Yellow

Diocesan Spelling Bee

We wish these students the very best success in these competitions.
Virginia Milliken
K-6 Literacy Coordinator

KINDERGARTEN 2022 ENROLMENTS CLOSE
FRIDAY 21ST May

SPORTS NEWS
Diocesan 10’s Gala Day
Our Year 5 and Year 6 enjoyed a 10-a side Rugby Gala Day last Thursday at Emus
ground. It was a first time for many of our players, playing their first game of Rugby, and
special mention to Ellie Mackin a last minute replacement. We acquitted ourselves very
well in all our four games against the other Diocesan Teams and enjoyed the
sportsmanship and friendly atmosphere of the day.

Dates and times for Reconciliation, rehearsal and First Holy
Communion for Term 2 2021
Term 2

Term 2

Group C

Group D

Parent information session:

Parent information session:

Reconciliation & rehearsal:

Reconciliation & rehearsal:

First Holy Communion:

First Holy Communion:

Thursday 22nd April, 2021
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the
Gathering Space.
Thursday 10th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church
at 4:30pm
Friday 11th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at
5:45pm
Saturday 12th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church
at 5:00pm
Sunday 13th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church
at 8:30am
Sunday 13th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at
10:00am

Thursday 22nd April, 2021
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the
Gathering Space.
Thursday 17th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church
at 4:30pm
Friday 18th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at
5:45pm
Saturday 19th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church
at 5:00pm
Sunday 20th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church
at 8:30am
Sunday 20th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at
10:00am

We will have 2 weekends in Term 2, where your child will be able to celebrate their Reconciliation and
First Holy Communion. Please have a look at the above dates and if you are able to commit to all 3
dates in your chosen group, please book in to the parent information day using the try booking
link below. The dates you must be able to commit to include:
1. The parent information session,
2. Reconciliation and rehearsal
3. First Holy Communion date.
At the parent information session you will be given details on how the Reconciliation and First Holy
Communion process will take place. You will also be given other details like how to book your
child’s Reconciliation and First Holy Communion Mass, what the candidates are to wear, and what
forms need to be completed, what documentation i.e. Baptism certificates need to be submitted.

What’s next:
Please go to

https://www.trybooking.com/BOYKL
You will be able to make a booking for the Parent information session you wish to attend.
This link will be open on 17th February.
I look forward to seeing you at the Parent information session.
Kind regards
Liss Ryan

Sacramental Coordinator

MERIT AWARDS - Wk2 Term 2
Haixin Wu

Charley Shirvington

Ted Murphy

Austin Bayada

Isla Taylo

Alex Thomas

Nicholas Palmer

Charlotte Downey

James Power

Annie Fahey

Bradley Palmer

Joyce Qaqos

Nellie Cain

Coby Rich

Sienna Hanrahan

Wyatt Cornthwaite

Samuel KungU

Isla Tilston

Ava Keevil

Alan Thomas

Sophie McAlister

Amelia Weston

Heidi Elmes

George McEvoy

Lachlan Church

Bo Brodrick

Oscar Gardner

Nicholas Curran

Cooper Garnaut

Will Hepworth

Archie Haydon

Georgie Martyr

Hamish Glasgow

Ethan Turner

Poppy Grinter

Ava Sutton

William Fardell

Hannah Cantrill

Jesse Taylor

Harrison Church

Lacey Omrod

Brooke Vaughan

Austin Brooking

Georgia Buss

Harlow Corby

Saly Qaqos

Asha Priest

Abel Tom

Harper Corby

Romey Westgeest

Xavier Sherwood

Jaiden Rogers

Jayden Grevink

Sam Garvin

Aira Nugroho

Alex Campbell

Seth Acido

Arliyah Geal

Jayden Jomon

Lara Horan

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week: Barnaby Luelf, Elias
Rivas, Wil Kennedy, Elizabeth Milliken, Harry Vial, Romey Westgeest, Heidi Elmes, Julia
Loecker, Zara Eyles and Henry Press.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class.

2022 KINDERGARTEN
ENROLMENTS
NOW OPEN
Enrolments Close 21st May

Thursday 13th May
Canberra Excursion Year 6
Year 1 Parish Mass 9:30am
Friday 14th May
Canberra Excursion Year 6
2 Yellow Assembly 2:10pm

Friday 11th
June (Term 2)

Wednesday 19th May
School Photos
Year 3 Mini Vinnies visit to St Francis Aged Care

Pupil Free Day

Thursday 20th May
Year 4 Parish Mass 9:30am

Birthday Long Weekend)

Friday 21st May
Kindergarten 2022 Enrolments Close
6 Yellow Assembly 2:10pm
Thursday 27th May
Kindergarten Parish Mass - 9:30am
Friday 28th May
5B Assembly 2:10pm

(This is also the Queen’s

Interesting Fact of the Week
Eugene Cernan, the last man to walk on the
Moon, wrote his daughter’s initials in the
lunar dust. They will still be legible in
50,000 years.
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