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I am sometimes asked about the changes I have seen in education during
my time in schools. I have to admit that dates back to my first day of
school at St Lawrence's Dubbo last century so the question is unfair! My
immediate thought (and first answer) is that in 2019 the wonderful
warmth of children, their affection towards others and their physicalness
(and their language) with their parents and grandparents and friends is
top of list. Through many generations it was improper to show any
emotions or express feelings and relationships remained stoic and
Victorian at all levels. The handshake was the only accepted form of
greeting. Parents showing any physical affection towards their children
or telling them they loved them was almost non existent. Former Sydney
Swans captain Brett Kirk once asked the Dalai Lama what advice he could
give him as a parent. His simple answer "show your child affection".
As I see children finish their school day and run and hug their parents
and grandparents and the emotion is reciprocated I think that the Dalai
Lama would be indeed pleased.
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Catherine McAuley

A community in which this
universal charity reigns is capable
of surmounting all difficulties.
Catherine McAuley

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week
Showing respect in
the Church

Protected Learning Time: It is wonderful to walk around our school during Protected Learning Time (9:00am –
11:00am Monday to Thursday) and see the uninterrupted focus on learning. The high expectations on students
who are working at their individual level is obvious as is the variety of activities, engagement of students,
teachers and student assistants. During this week I had the opportunity to be involved with Kindergarten in the
classroom. The Kindergarten teachers are doing an amazing job with these excited children eager to learn at
“big school”.
School Drop Off and Pick Up: The safety of our children is always what drives our decisions regarding all our
school rules. This is very evident during the arrival and departure of our students. It is important that when you
drop off your child, or pick them up, you follow the procedures we have in place to ensure that all students are
kept safe. In the morning and again in the afternoon, all play equipment is out of bounds as it cannot be
properly supervised. Thank you so much to all parents who have helped make our drop off and pick up a safer
experience.
School Uniform: It is lovely to see our students so beautifully presented in their uniform. Please remember
during Terms 1 and 4, students need to wear a hat while they are in the playground. The sun still has a lot of
‘bite’ to it and hats are an important part of the uniform. Without at hat, students have to remain in a shaded
area and play is very limited. This is both for safety reasons and to encourage students to remember to bring
their hat. We also discourage jewelry, especially those items such as earrings and bangles that can catch on
things and cause harm. Small plain stud earrings, a chain with a cross or medal or a watch is acceptable. Could
you also please keep nail polish and decorative hair ornaments for weekends as well. Hairbands, ‘scrunchies’ or
ribbons in blue, pink, maroon or white are acceptable. All hair that is shoulder-length or longer is also to be tied
back for both girls and boys. For further details regarding our school uniform, please look on our website.
https://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uniform.html
School Swimming Carnival: We had a great day at the swimming carnival last Thursday! Thank you so much to
all the parents and friends who came along and helped run the carnival. Without your wonderful support,
these functions would not happen. It also takes a great deal of organisation to make an event run so smoothly,
and we owe our gratitude to Mr Hudson, Mrs Tavares, Ms Covelli and the ‘team’ of staff who made the day such
a success.
Robyn Petty
Assistant Principal

SACRAMENTS 2019 (taken from the Parish Overview)
The Parish Sacramental Coordinator is Mrs Shannon Cain. If you would like to request the sacraments
of First Holy Communion, Confirmation, or First Reconciliation for your child in 2019, Shannon can be
contacted at this email address: sacraments.orange@cdob.org.au All families requesting a sacrament
need to attend one individual ‘family faith meeting’ with a representative of the parish. These
meetings are so we can make personal contact with you and support you in helping guide your child in
his or her faith development. Information about making a booking for a family faith meeting will be
available shortly.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND FIRST RECONCILIATION First Holy Communion may be
requested when a child is a baptised Catholic who is at least in Year 3. The children will celebrate the
sacrament of First Reconciliation (if they have not already done so) as part of their preparation for
First Holy Communion. Wednesday 8th May - Parent Meeting in Kenna Hall at either 9:30am or
7:00pm Wednesday 22nd May - Online enrolment closes Weekend 22/23 June - First Holy
Communion celebrated in both Orange and Molong Parishes.
CONFIRMATION The Sacrament of Confirmation may be requested when a child is a baptised
Catholic who has received First Holy Communion, is at least in Year 6, and is ready to make a serious
commitment to living out the Catholic Faith. Wednesday 3rd July - Parent Meeting in Kenna Hall at
either 9.30am or 7.00pm Wednesday 24th July - Online enrolment closes Weekend 17/18 August Confirmation celebrated in Orange Parish Weekend 24/25 August - Confirmation celebrated in
Molong Parish
Worship Tunes
For any families who have (or would like) their little ones dancing around the house singing My
Lighthouse, I have compiled a small youtube playlist. If you click on the link below it will take you to a
playlist of contemporary Christian worship tracks that your family may like to bop along to in 2019.
2019 Worship Playlist Youtube
Opening School Mass
This Thursday 14th February we will celebrate our Opening School Mass at St Joseph’s Church. All
families are invited to join us for this special celebration. At the conclusion of the Mass our 2019
leaders will receive their badges and all of our Year 6 students will recite the leaders pledge. We thank
our Year 6 students and teachers for preparing this Mass for us and to our McAuley Music Ministry for
the prayerful atmosphere they bring to our celebrations.
World Youth Day Testimonial
Our staff were fortunate this week to hear two very moving testimonials from our very own Miss
Campbell and Miss Colquhoun. The two outlined the ways in which they witnessed Christ at work
throughout the world and how they’ve found the love of Christ in their own lives. We were so moved
by these that we asked that they be published so that you can read them. Please see the following
pages for their recount.

Camille Da Silva Tavares
Religious Education Coordinator

World Youth Day Testimony - Maddi Colquhoun
I was so surprised to be going to World Youth Day. Not in my wildest dreams did I think I would be
fortunate enough to travel around the world to celebrate God with thousands of other people from
all corners of the globe. After the original excitement, I was caught up in the whirlwind of packing,
preparing and being prodded by needles to prepare for the upcoming adventure.
When we gathered at the airport it suddenly dawned on me that I was traveling with a group of
people I knew very little about. As the trip progressed, I started to realise every person that was on
the pilgrimage was there for individual reasons. The people who had journeyed to World Youth
Day before spoke of this knocking or discernment that would come from the various experiences.
I kept asking the people on our pilgrimage how they knew that God was speaking to them, how they
knew there was a knocking at their heart. The more I asked, the more I realised this wasn't a finite
moment like Mary’s encounter with the angel, it was a slow process of prayers, answers, and
realizations that guides them.
One experience that stuck with me was the trip to Homeboy Industries a charity which serves
high-risk, formerly gang-involved men and women with a continuum of free services and programs,
and operates several social enterprises that serve as job-training sites so that they may turn their
lives around to become functioning citizens.
When touring Homeboy Industries we heard the life story of a young man ‘Omar’. He spoke about
his childhood, his gang involvement and the feeling of hopelessness and utter disconcert for his
own life. He spoke of the feeling of being disposable and having no purpose in life. He spoke about
the realisation that he came to that made him change his life around. The thing that struck me
most about Omar was the fact that he wasn’t angry about his past or at God for what had happened
in his life. He was at peace with everything that had happened and realised that his path had led
him to where he was today.
I have learned through all the experiences and trials during this journey to let things be and to listen
to the moments God is speaking - whether through other people, through homilies, through Bible
readings, chance encounters, new opportunities or even the way the world falls into place.
The theme of World Youth Day was ‘I am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me according to
your word.’ (Lk 1:38) I have come to the realisation that God is ultimately in control of everything
and where he puts you in life’s journey is where you should be.

World Youth Day Testimony - Emilee Campbell
Before attending World Youth Day in Panama and spending a week in LA I had never taken the time on my
own to personally experience Christ or explore my relationship with him. After attending Catholic schools for
the duration of my education, I rarely attended Mass or took time out of my day to pray or to be in the
presence of God. Once I finished university and commenced a job at a Catholic school, it was then that I
began to realise the influence that God has on my life and the lives of others. I was called to the vocation of
teaching. Being given the opportunity to travel to World Youth Day I was open to further explore my
relationship with God and to deeply reconnect with my Catholic church.
My World Youth Day journey began in LA where I had the chance to be a part of Saint Euphrasia’s parish
located in Granada Hills. I learnt so much from my host family and this community. I can’t even begin to
explain how welcoming every single person was at this church; I immediately felt a part of their parish. There
were many children attending Mass and it was always so joyful. Each time I left their church I felt uplifted by
their love of God and their love for one another which had brought them all together.
Whilst in LA I also had the opportunity to visit some breathtaking cathedrals and my favourite stop on my
trip was Homeboy Industries. Homeboy Industries provides hope, training and support to formerly gang
involved and previously incarcerated men and women. The organisation helps to make a change to over
10,000 former gang members a year. It was established by Father Gregory Boyle who said he knew he had to
do something when 1 out of 3 youthful offenders would be reincarcerated a few years after being released and
when he had to keep burying young people because of gang violence. This visit made such an impact on me
because it was a first hand experience. I met previous gang members who had turned their lives around and
shared their stories with me, I sat in a cafe and was served hot chocolate by former gang members covered
head to toe in tattoos, I walked past a bakery filled with former gang members baking treats for the cafe,
tattoo removalist rooms, anger management, parenting classes and substance abuse treatment services were
also a part of my visit. These people were some of the most compassionate people I have ever met with such
unimaginable backgrounds. One man spoke about how he came here because he felt unlovable and that his
life meant nothing to anyone. He was worried that if he did not get any help he would be shot whilst walking
down the street with his son. Homeboy industries with the help of Father Gregory helps these people to learn
how to feel worthy of God’s love and this experience demonstrated to me just how powerful God’s love is.
After a short week with this incredible community, I left feeling inspired with fresh ideas to bring back home
and a heart full of love for those people who are unlovable to many.
The next stop on my journey was World Youth Day in Panama. Before I left I knew how many people would
be going but I cannot even describe the love and joy that was felt once I got there and celebrated God’s love
for us with over 700,000 other young people. The opening Mass was powerful. Imagine a huge grass clearing
overlooking the water with people from every country proudly displaying their flag participating in Mass as
one. I was embraced by strangers with hugs and smiles and the fire they had for their church was moving.
Once the Pope arrived, Panama ignited and the joy was amplified. Every day for a week I would wake up, walk
10-20kms a day and I would be surrounded by nothing but love. Every speech and homily that was presented
by the Pope outlined something very important to me that tied together my whole trip - ‘love’. The Holy
Father said “Only what is loved can be saved. Only what is embraced can be transformed. What a gift it is to
know that we have a Father who embraces us despite all our imperfections”. Every time he spoke I reflected
on my time in LA and my visit to Homeboy Industries and it all linked together.
This trip outlined to me that God is not only present to me during prayer and Mass but he is present to me in
all of the people I met at St Euphrasia’s parish, in all of the people I met at homeboy industries and in all of
the people who attended World Youth Day. Most importantly God is present to me in all of the people I
interact with everyday. My colleagues, the children I teach, my family and my friends. He is present in all of
the people I choose to love. The Pope’s final homily ended with these words: “Whatever you fall in love with
will affect everything. It will be what gets you out of bed in the morning, what keeps you going in times of
fatigue. Realise that you have a mission and fall in love; that will decide everything”.

Sport at McAuley
In the next few weeks we have numerous sporting opportunities for our students. The Southern
Region Swimming Carnival is taking place on the 25th February with 40 students attending. Those
that are successful will then turn around and head to Dubbo on Friday 1st of March to compete as
part of the Diocesan team.
Students have nominated for the opportunity to trial for Diocesan selection in the following sports:
Soccer (Year 6), League (Year 5 and Year 6), Netball (Year 5 and Year 6), Hockey (Year 5 and Year
6), AFL (Year 6), Union (Year 6). These trials are only open to Year 5 and Year 6 students. If
successful the following dates will be when trials take place 29th March all sports except AFL (it
is on 21st March). All trials will be in Bathurst.
Students will be informed of school trial dates and selections will take place in the coming weeks,
unfortunately we are only allowed to send 5 students in each sport. The selection criteria is set by
the Bathurst Diocesan and has very rigid stipulations. Good luck to all.
Swimming carnival
Last Thursday the 7th of February Catherine McAuley once again showed why it is known
throughout Orange as “The Family” school.
Students were involved in their annual School swimming carnival. Behaviour and attitude
contributed to a wonderful atmosphere on the day with many wonderful achievements both in
and outside the water.
The executive would like to thank both the parents and the staff for their wonderful help on the
day. A carnival doesn’t run smoothly without the help of both of these. We at Catherine McAuley
are lucky to have both, wonderful staff and exceptional parents. Thank you very much to both
groups, “Love your work”.
Records Broken 2019: Riley Allen - 13 boys 50m Freestyle, Fergus Johnson - 8-10 boys Junior
Butterfly, Knox Gibson - Senior Boys Multiclass - 50m Freestyle, 50m Backstroke, 50m Butterfly,
50m Breastroke.
Age Champions and Winning House
8 Year Old Girl - Isla Callaghan

11 Year Old Girl - Imogen Shaw

8 Year Old Boy - Jack Spagnolo

11 Year Old Boy - Thomas Tancred

9 Year Old Girl - April Gardiner

Senior Girl - Edwina Waterman

9 Year Old Boy - Fergus Johnson

Senior Boy - Riley Allen

10 Year Old Girl - Madison Floyd

Senior Boy Multi-Class - Knox Gibson

10 Year Old Boy - Bailey Gardiner

Winning House - Kabbarli

Scott Hudson
Primary Co-ordinator

McAuley Swimming Carnival

If you are interested in learning the Ukulele at Catherine McAuley this year
then this is your lucky day!
There are a few conditions …….


Must have your own instrument. Can purchase them from Lander’s
music shop in Orange.



Be in a class from Year 3 to Year 6.



Not already in a music group in the school i.e. guitar or band, as it opens
up places for other students.



Classes will take place on Wednesdays, second half lunch times, in the
library. Need to be available at this time.



Return permission slip to either Mrs Bishenden or Mrs Mulligan. Only
10 places to be filled so get your applications in early.

Yours in a bit of fun with music,
Anne Mulligan & Catherine Bishenden
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
McAuley Ukulele Group
My child ……………………………………………………. in Class: ….. would like to take part in
the McAuley Ukulele Group on Wednesday 2nd half of lunch. My child
will have their own instrument.

Kindergarten have settled in wonderfully to school life. We have thoroughly enjoyed exploring
the playground and the play equipment. Here is KS enjoying some play time with new friends.
Mrs Sutton

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2019
In the interest of giving parents as much notice as possible,
please take note of the following dates scheduled as pupil free
days.
Term 2

Term 3

Week 1 - Monday 29th April

Week 1 - Monday 22nd July

Week 5 - Friday 31st May
Week 6 - Friday 7th June (Queens Birthday long
weekend)

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes
seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Kindergarten Parent
Welcome Morning Tea
When: Tuesday 19th February
Time:

9:15am - 10:00am

Where: In the Staffroom
Please come along and enjoy a casual get together and share a cup of tea
or coffee.

Happy Birthday to the following students who have had birthdays this week: Delilah Fichera,
Harry Callaghan, Eliza Mackin, Emily Mathews, Jack Spagnolo, Anei Akon, Sage Fabar-Robey,
Sienna Murray, Fergus Johnson and Jayde Lewis.

Tuckshop
Can we please ask that when ordering lunches for your children, that you provide us with a
first choice and a second choice on your child’s order. This will save our canteen staff some
time if the first choice on the order is out of stock, particularly coming up to the end of the
year. Thank you for your understanding!

To Be Advised

HEAD LICE
Please be aware that we have had a number of cases
of head lice reported within the school. Please be
vigilant in checking your child’s hair. Weekly checks
are a good idea! Children who have head lice must be
treated at home before they can return to school.
Thank you!

Thursday 14th February
Opening School Mass 9:30am
Leaders Morning Tea

Interesting Fact of the Week

Friday 15th February
Lockdown Drill
Tuesday 19th February
Kinder Parent Morning Tea in Staffroom 9:15am
Thursday 21st February
Year 5 Mass 9:30am
Friday 22nd February
6H Assembly 2:15pm

People all over the world are
walking 10% faster than they did a
decade ago.

Monday 25th February
Southern Region Swimming Carnival
Kinder 2020 School Tours 9:30am - 10:30am
Tuesday 26th February
Kinder 2020 School Tours 9:30am - 10:30am
Evacuation Drill
Thursday 28th February
Year 3 attend Parish Mass 9:30am
Friday 1st March
Diocesan Swimming Carnival - Dubbo
5P Assembly
Sunday 3rd March
Catholic Schools Week Mass 6pm St Joseph’s Church

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary
Mass Times
St Mary’s Church - Saturday 6:00pm
- Sunday 9:30am
St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am
- Sunday 6:00pm

90 Hill Street,
ORANGE NSW 2800
Telephone: (02) 6361 3344
Email: mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au

Orange Running Festival
Sunday 3rd March 2019
Are you interested in some exercise in the outdoors and also having fun with your school
friends?
Would you like to show the community our wonderful Catherine McAuley school spirit?
Then this 5 km fun run is for you!
What: 5 km Fun run/walk - start 10.30 am (arrive before 9.45 am)
When: Sunday 3rd March
Where: Bloomfield Leisure Centre, Forest Road, Orange
What to wear: School sports shirt
Cost: $10 per child
How to register:
Google “Orange running festival” and follow the links to join our school team.
Enter the team name: Catherine McAuley and the password: McAuley
Responsibility:
This is a community event not a school event. Responsibility to register and supervision on the day lies solely with the child’s parent / carer. There is no supervision or
transport provided by the school.
Parents may like to run / walk with their child. Parents need to pay and agree to the waiver
on the website before registration is accepted.
Bib collection:
Preferred pick up is on Saturday the 2nd March 2019 between
10:00am 3:00pm from the Bloomfield Leisure Centre or from 6:00am on race day.
(Full details are available from the website)
Where to meet:
You will be advised of a meeting spot for a photo before the event.
Mrs Mulligan, Mr Gough and Mr Sheridan will be there with their runners on!
Hope to see you there!

