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This week at McAuley we commence our transition process in our
efforts to have the school back to full staff and student capacity, on
the presumption (and prayer!) that the COVID-19 virus can
dissipate in the weeks ahead. I wish to take this opportunity to
thank all parents and students for the way in which all have
cooperated and been patient in establishing and consolidating the
school processes during this difficult and at times confusing time.
I thank all staff members for their flexibility, their professionalism
and their sense of caring in recent weeks. I especially
thank the school executive and the school secretarial staff who have
literally had daily meetings for many weeks to ensure the message
and procedures followed (especially with learning tasks) on all
fronts is clear, concise and accurate.
In my time as a school principal I have not been part of a
situation where this cohort of "front of building " people have had to
work so hard and be under so much pressure to make sure every
message and action suits all. In a school the size of Catherine
McAuley this is no easy task.
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We may address God as
we would a dear friend
to whom we owed a
great deal.
Catherine McAuley

Pick Up and Drop Off
Thank you for helping to keep our McAuley family safe during this very difficult time. We
understand that it is a frustrating time for everyone, as we are often receiving mixed
messages on safety. The one thing that does remain constant is our need to keep
everyone as safe as possible. We are being advised daily by our Director of Schools, as to
how the Catholic Education System is able to support families and schools in doing this.
Therefore we need to change protocols and enforce these quickly.
Last week we changed the way our students enter and leave the school. This is in
response to beginning the process of gradually getting students back to school. The next
consideration is keeping our teachers and other staff safe. For this reason, we need to
minimize the amount of exposure staff have to parents. Therefore we need to make sure
that students only enter the school grounds and parents remain outside school grounds.
Below is a summary of the procedures for dropping children off of a morning and
collecting them in the afternoon.
Please note: for children catching buses to and from school, there are no changes.
Morning Drop Off
Hill Street
 Little gate (pool gate) in Kinder area to remain closed
 All students enter through the main gate near Kenna Hall.
 Duty Teacher on duty from 8.15am to supervise entry to school – students only to
enter the school, parents remain outside the gate.
 Gate is closed when the bell goes (8.55am)
Byng Street
 Duty Teacher opens Byng St Gate (near the building) at 8.35am and supervises drop off.
 Students only to enter the school, parents remain outside the gate.
 Gate is closed when the bell goes (8.55am).
 Sale St Gate remains closed.

Afternoon Pick Up
Hill Street
 Children sit on the driveway in view of Hill Street gate.
 Duty Teachers will supervise the big rolling gate and students.
 Parents will be let in three at a time through the big gate and stand on spots (like at
the supermarkets).
 Children will come out to parents.
 Parents and children exit immediately through the ‘poolgate’.
 At 3:30pm, teacher locks gate and takes any remaining students to bus lines.
Byng Street
 Sale St gate will remain closed
 Duty Teacher will open the top gate (near the building) at 3:10pm
 Children sit on the soccer field in view of the Byng Street Gate.
 Parents will be let in three at a time through the top gate and stand on spots (like at
the supermarkets)
 Children will come out to parents.
 Parents and children exit immediately through the bottom Byng St gate.
 At 3:30pm, teacher locks gate and takes any remaining students to bus lines.
Thank you once again for your understanding and flexibility as we manage this crisis.
Robyn Petty
Assistant Principal

It has been so lovely seeing students return to school this week. They have enjoyed time with
their friends and the teachers have enjoyed reconnecting with their students and hearing
about the wonderful things they have been doing at home.

Week 4 Transition back to School
Students will transition back to school next week. Students will attend school two days in Week
4. Students whose parents must leave home to attend their workplace should send their child
to school on the days that they are unable to provide Remote Learning at home.
Transition timetable Week 4
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

K,2,4

K,2,4

1,3,5,6

1,3,5,6

Essential workers

Children of Essential Workers each day as needed

The days where whole grades attend school there will be no Zoom video conferences and
teachers will not be checking messages or work in Google Classroom as they will be teaching
their own classes.
Remote Learning Week 3-4
Teachers in each grade have planned lessons for Week 3-4. Work will once again be available in
the following ways.
1. Google Classroom
2. Uploaded to Compass
3. Printed in an Educational Work Pack
This work is identical. It is presented in three different ways to allow equitable access to our
families. If you require a printed work pack for your child please come to the school office to
collect one.
We ask all students to bring work packs for Week 3-4 to school on the days they are scheduled
to attend. Teachers will be spending part of the day completing this work with their class.

Returning Week 1-2 Work Packs
When your child returns to school we ask that they bring with them their Week 1-2 work pack
to be handed in to their teacher. If your child has been completing work within the Google
Classroom teachers are able to view this online.
Prayer
Help me to let go of yesterday, for it is gone anyway.
Help me to let go of tomorrow, for it is not yet here.
Help me to hold to today, for it is what I have.
Let me be hopeful, for hope is what lights the darkness.
Let me be loving, for love is what matters most.
Amen

St Joseph’s Church
Fr Greg is excited to announce Stage One of the reopening of St Joseph’s Church for Mass.
The Stage One Reopening commences Friday 15th May.
Procedure for Masses
All masses are STRICTLY limited to 10 parishioners. If you would like to attend Mass, you
MUST book a place through the parish office by phone (6362 2378). If you do not book
ahead, you will not be allowed into the church for Mass. Parishioners may book a place at
Mass only ONCE PER FORTNIGHT in order to give as many parishioners as possible the
opportunity to participate.
If you have booked in for a Mass and find you have flu-like symptoms, you MUST cancel your
booking immediately. Please only attend Mass if you are in good health.
Each day the 5.30pm Mass will continue to be live streamed on Facebook for those unable to
attend.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Co-ordinator

From The Family
Educator
Josh Dunn

When we moved into our new house a
number of years ago, we created a
prayer table in the main lounge room,
below photos of loved family and
friends who have passed before us.
This prayer table has a main candle that
we now light on the anniversaries and
birthdays of those significant people in
our lives. We hope this gives our
children a chance to stop and reflect,
along with making a connection
between our lives here on earth and
those in heaven.
The Dunn Family

Does your family have a story to share? We’d love to hear from you!
Your story only needs to include your ‘family’ and ‘faith’.
Please share with Josh Dunn on j.dunn@bth.catholic.edu.au

Family Faith Stories

Last week the staff at Catherine McAuley School ran a raffle and morning tea to raise money
for the Cancer Council. Due to COVID many organisations have not been able to raise much
needed funds. We were so pleased to raise nearly $500 for this great cause.
LeeAnn Hazelton

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Elias Rivas, Wil

Kennedy, Edwina Johnson, Stella Ross, Harry Vial, Romey Westgeest, Heidi Elmes, Julia
Loecker, Jackson Rodwell, Zara Eyles, Ava Eyles and Sophie Hogben

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

