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If we are humble and sincere God 
will finish in us the work He has 

begun, He never refuses His grace 
to those who ask it.  
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Welcome To Our New  

Kindergarten Students 

 

We welcome all new and existing families to 

our Kindergarten Orientation for 2019.  It is 

lovely to see the future generations coming 

through and we look forward to their full time 

attendance in 2020. 

 

We would also like to congratulate Mrs Brooke 

Church who has been appointed Religious       

Education Coordinator for 2020. 

 

Michael Croke 
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Focus of the Week: We use our manners at school  This week, with our Life Education Van visiting, we are looking at 

using our manners at school. When someone is addressing us, or we are speaking to  someone, using Manners means we look at that 
person, listen to what they are saying and respond using ‘please and thank you’.  It is also not polite to interrupt conversations, but     
rather wait for an appropriate moment to speak. 
 

Life Education Van: Most classes have now visited our Life Education Van as this is our final week.  A very special ‘thank you’ to 

Maree Evans, our Life Education Van Presenter for all that she has given our students.. 
 

Kinder 2020 Orientation:  We had a wonderful start to our  Orientation for our Kinder children for 2020.  Their very first      

Orientation into Big School was a great success!  The children will now come along to two more classroom experiences, this Friday 15th 
November and next Friday 22nd November.  Thank you to our Year 5 students who so warmly welcomed our new families to McAuley, 
and to our Year 6 who worked with our current Kinders during this time. There are still very limited vacancies for Kinder next year, so if 
you know of any families who are still looking for a placement for their child, please mention it to them. 
 

Responsible Pet Education:  This Friday while the Kinder Orientation is taking place, students in Kinder, Year 1 and Year 2 will 

have a presentation on Responsible Pet Ownership.  This presentation shows students how to approach dogs and what actions will keep 
them safe around pets.  It is a valuable opportunity for students to gain real knowledge of how to deal with unfamiliar pets.  
 

Diocesan Primary Sports Trials:  Tomorrow, Thursday 14th November the Diocesan Primary Sports trials will take place in 

Dubbo.  We wish all our competitors luck in these trials.  
 

Staffing for 2020: We are currently working with the Catholic Education Office in Bathurst to finalise our staffing for 2020. We will 

be able to announce the teachers for next year toward the end of the term. 
 

ICAS Tests: Students who sat the English and Mathematics ICAS tests will receive their certificates during this week.  Congratulations 

to all these students. 
 

End of Year Celebrations: Year 6 will have their final Farewell Mass and dinner on Wednesday, 4th December commencing with 

5:45pm Mass.  Each year we also ask the Year 5 Parents to help at the dinner for the Year 6 Celebration after Mass in Kenna Hall. Thank 
you to those parents who came along to the Yr 6 meeting last week.  A note will be going out this week indicating what was decided at 
that meeting.  Thank you also to the Yr 5 parents who volunteered their services on the night.  They will also be receiving a note with 
information on the evening. 
  

Byng Street Afternoon Duty:  Please remember that this term afternoon duty at Byng St will finish at 3:30pm. At this time, 

the Byng St and Sale St gates will be closed and any children who are still waiting for parents/carers will be brought over to the Hill St Bus 
Lines for supervision 
 

Whole school Assembly:  Congratulations to Year 1P who hosted our first Assembly for Term 4 last week.  It was a great       

Assembly, and this week we look forward to seeing Year 2J present their work. The Year 2J Assembly will take place this Friday, 15th    
November at 2:15pm in Kenna Hall. All parents, family members and friends are invited to join us for this Assembly. Please remember 
that bus zones will be in place during Assembly time so please park around the corner in March or Byng Street to avoid parking in the 
Bus Bay and receiving a fine. 

 
Have a wonderful week, 
Robyn Petty 

Focus of the Week 
 

 

 

 

 

We use our manners at school. 

Please remember that children need to 
wear their hats during Recess and Lunch 

time 



 

United In Prayer 
This week we remember those who have been affected by fire 
and for those still seeking refuge from fire throughout our 
country. During these times we often hear of the worry in the 
voices of our children and so this is an important time for us to 
unite together in prayer with our children.  
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose lives and livelihoods have been affected by fires. We pray for those who 
have lost loved ones, homes and businesses, for those who were scared and have been               
traumatized by their experience, comfort and heal them in body, mind and spirit and plant hope 
in their hearts. 
Amen 
 
We give thanks for the selfless service of all who fought and who continue fighting the bushfires. 
Grant them protection in danger and strengthen them physically and psychologically for the    
ongoing demands put upon them. 
Amen 
 
We give thanks for all who are caring for the victims of the fires, for the emergency response 
teams, service providers, the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, St Vincent de Paul Society, local 
churches and community groups and all those assisting at all levels of government, local, state 
and federal. Guide them in their labour and give wisdom that those who have suffered loss may 
receive the care and support they need. 
Amen 
(adapted from the Hobart Ecumenical Service for Bushfires) 
 
Christmas Hampers 
As Christians we are called to bring 
the love of Jesus to all especially 
those who are struggling.  Thank 
you so much to our McAuley         
families for the many donations we 
have already received in support of 
the Vinnies Christmas Appeal. It is 
through your kind donations that St 
Vincent de Paul are able to continue bringing hope to many families in our community who 
are less fortunate than ourselves. Items can be sent in with your child or delivered straight to 
the front office. 
 
Art Exhibition 

We thought it important to display all Christmas Art at a school level. We invite you to view 
these amazing pieces during our Carols in the Courtyard celebration. 
 
The exhibition will take place in the bottom Year 5 classrooms and will be open throughout 
the evening.  Please take the time to have a look at how our students have brought to life the 
real story of Christmas.                                                                                                                   …/2 



St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 

Please consider giving to the St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas Appeal.  With the impact of the drought 
being felt across our region, we have asked for    
specific items that can be used to lift the spirits of 
those affected financially.  As per the note that has 
gone home today, we would be grateful for any non 
perishable items but would especially like items on 
the list.  There are a range of items varying in value 
as below:   

 Movie tickets 

 Snack box of biscuits or nut bars 

 Cordial (variety of flavours) 

 Small packet of sugar 

 Small tins or ham 

 Christmas Puddings (small) 

 Nuts or dried fruit 

 Cereal (not Weetbix) 

Anointing of the Sick 
Many students in our school have been learning about the healing power of the Anointing of 
the Sick. It has been interesting to note how many students have spoken to us about those in 
their lives who may be unwell and the students’ interest in this Sacrament. We would like to 
remind families that this Sacrament is available upon request by our priests and is also offered 
through our parish anointing Masses. 9:30am Saturday 30th November at St Joseph’s Church 
and 9:15am Wednesday 18th December at St Lawrence’s Molong.  
 
National Prayer Campaign for the Drought (from the 
Parish Overview) 
The Catholic Bishops of Australia have announced a          
National Prayer Campaign for Drought to take place during 
November. People across the country are encouraged to 
pray for the gift of rain, for people affected by the drought 
and to provide practical support, where possible.   Access 
resources and find out more at: www.catholic.org.au/
drought 
 
We ask that McAuley families come together in prayer as 
we unite with our brothers and sisters who are suffering 
from the effects of the drought. You may like to print this off 
and have it somewhere in your home to pray each day. 
 
Camille Da Silva Tavares 



2019 Australian Problem Solving Mathematical Olympiad 
 

Once again Catherine McAuley’s Year 6 Maths team competed in the   
Australian Problem Solving Mathematical Olympiad. 
 

The competition is run over several months against 1000’s of schools 
across both Australia and New Zealand.  Each month students are given 
a set of 5 problems to solve and a time limit to complete them in. An    
example of the type of questions is below: 
 

In the parallelogram ABCD, F is the midpoint of the diagonal AC and E is the midpoint of 
BC.  If the area of Triangle CEF is 10 cm², determine the number of square centimetres in the 
area of triangle ABC 

(7 MINUTES) 
 

True to form as in previous years our results were outstanding. Our school team once again placed 
in the top 10% of schools, (1500 schools competed this year).  Our team finished 65th and received 
and OUTSTANDING TEAM ACHIEVEMENT award. We had 4 students finish in the top 2% of all 
competitors while 14 others were in the top 20%. 
 

A Fantastic achievement by the McAuley Team.  Awards to students will be given out in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Scott Hudson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Carols in the Courtyard 

Please mark Tuesday evening, December 10th in your diaries for 

our whole school concert, "Carols in the Courtyard". All families 

and friends are invited to join us for this outdoor event to be held 

in the school playground. ALL students will be performing and 

leading us in singing some well known Christmas carols and a few 

surprise Christmas songs. Details of this BYO chair and/or picnic 

rug will be outlined in a separate note later in the term, as will 

some simple costume requirements for the children. Get             

excited...only 7 weeks 'til Christmas! 

Band Performances 

Both the Training and Concert Bands will be  performing for the school community 

in a special Band Recital on Friday, November 22nd at 2:45pm in Kenna Hall.   

Family and friends are warmly invited to attend. 

Also, as both bands will be featured at our "Carols in the 

Courtyard" family event on Tuesday December 10th, it is 

vitally important that all students remember to bring their 

instruments and music to rehearsals EVERY Friday, no 

matter what other school activities are also planned.       

Parents' assistance in this would be greatly appreciated.  

Training Band 2020 

Later this term, instrument demonstrations and    

tryouts will be held for all current Year 2 students 

and any students in Years 3, 4 and 5 who are         

considering joining the Band program in 2020. 

These trials will be held on Friday 22nd November. 

Year 5 and 6 Christmas Art Exhibition 
 

This year, all senior students were given the opportunity to 

create a Christmas artwork. While not all were chosen for the 

Diocesan exhibition, we thought it important to display all  

artworks at a school level. We invite you to view these     

amazing pieces during our Carols in the Courtyard              

celebration. 

 

The exhibition will take place in the bottom Year 5 classrooms 

and will be open throughout the evening.  Please take the time 

to have a look at how our students have brought to life the real 

story of Christmas.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming Carnival 2020 

We are preparing for our  Primary Swimming Carnival in 2020 which 

will take place on the 18th of February.  This week students from Year 2 

to Year 5 will receive notes about events and helpers.  Please read these 

carefully and return to school ASAP. 

Scott Hudson 

MERIT AWARDSMERIT AWARDSMERIT AWARDS   

Victoria Townsend Haixian Wu Carter Priest 

Sienna Palmer Lane Bloomfield Audrey Horan 

Connor Peate Jimmy Li Hope Robey 

Finn Rogers Grace Hilder Mia Partridge 

Ivy Healey Anei Akon Hunter Dukes 

Billy McGrath Elsie Vial Cooper Garnaut 

Vittorio Manca Sienna Lawford Grace Kimber 

Wade Townsend Molly Spicer Elsie Dunn 

Josephine Cardiff Zara Purvis Lacey Wasil 

Lynk Wright Evie Tyack Preston Brady 

Vaughn Bieniek Natalie Gavin Austin MacDouall 

Cooper Murray Gus Bohringer Archie Cox 

Ted Madigan Archie Adamson Abbie-Rose Theobald 

Divaakara Nugroho Oliver Nunn Riya George 

Thomas Cain Mason Everett Peter Scott-Robertson 

Emily Tilston Roxy MacDouall Riley Baird 

Ryan Williams Madison Floyd Emerson Allen 

Katiza Hillier Maggie May Vi Nguyen 

Jaya Burcher Jordan Cooley Cooper Johns 

Nic Rowland Daniel Cooper Macy Wilton 

Chayse King Emily Ryan Ethan Baiju 



 

Awards 

Bronze Awards 

Riya George Ava Keevil Myla Webb Jacob Rumble Isaac Mullins 

Jordan Cooley Lily Hamilton Diya Gigi Brooke D’Ombrain Sage Annis-Brown 

Audrey Seale Lilly Tyack Cassidy Hanrahan Eva Yang Cory Griffiths 

Daisy Bohringer Maeve Dean Beau Jeffery Spencer Wilde Jack Gow 

Emily Ryan Brydon Sherwood Bella Major Ethan Baiju Alex Morley 

George Tancred Oliver Gersbach Benjamin Delaney Kaitlyn Ware Abbie-Rose Theobald 

Ella Rogers Jaimie Sijo Andrea Edwin Thomas French James Meade 

Sienna Vaughan Elsie Vial Peyton Taylor Georgie Martyr Millie Bunting 

Calum Davis Lilly Davis Lincoln Hainsworth Will Fardell Jessica Williams 

Jesse Taylor Joshua Newman Mia Crombie Daniel Cooper  Nic Rowland 

Belvia Bryant Natalie Gavin Alex Fraser Isaac Tavares Seth Acido 

Divaakara Nugroho Katiza Hillier Madison Floyd Sienna Gosper Harry Church 

Eden Lyons Matilda Spicer Ethan Agland Gus Bohringer Cooper Murray 

Harry Grinter Harrison DeVries Toby Dickinson Jack Spagnolo Charlie Livingstone 

Ruby Hilder  Isaac Churchland Nicholas Echeverri Ava Westgeest Vi Nguyen 

Maggie May Macy Wilton Sienna Reid Heidi Plokstys Jesse Board 

Hannah Cantrill George Tancred Eamon Franklin Madelin Duffey Lily Kelly 

Cooper Baird     

Silver Awards 

Tully Livingstone Michael Tang    

Gold Awards 

Sonja Loecker     



CATHERINE MAC PHOTO COMPETITION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The MEGS have a competition going that we want everyone to be involved in.  All the 
family can enter. All you have to do is take a close look in your garden, local park or 
school grounds and see the beauty and miracles of nature - right in our own        
backyard!. 
 
Take some photos and send your best ones in to the school. Make sure we have your 
name, grade or position in the family!! 
 
Please email to mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 
 

Prizes to be one. 

Judged by a professional photographer.  

Ends Week 9!! 

Best photos for each week will be in the newsletter. 

Term 4 Sporting Events 

 Tuesday 12th Nov 2019 Western Schools Touch Competition -          

Waratahs (selected teams) 

 Thursday 14th Nov Summer Sports trials for Year 5 students - Touch, 

Softball, Basketball, Tennis and Cricket - Venue Dubbo (school           

selections will take place in Week 2 Term 4) 



Catherine McAuley Health Blog 
 

Easing Worries in Uncertain Times: 
 

With such terrible bushfires raging in so many areas of our country, 
our media channels are exploding with evacuation warnings and sad 
stories of catastrophic loss. For some kids, this may heighten their 
fears and worries and even trigger an anxiety response. 

It’s important to know that fear is a completely normal response to 
the unknown or times of uncertainty.… but by remaining aware of 
our children’s responses to all the recent news (as well as the          
ominous skies, that have been filled with clouds and dust), we can 
ease their minds and help them to feel safe and secure. 

 

 

Signs & Symptoms of Anxiety:  
 
Children may experience physical sensations that are less obvious to others, and this may make them 
feel even more afraid, worried or nervous. This includes: 
 
 Increased adrenaline that makes their heart beat faster and more strongly; 
 Breathing that gets faster to transport oxygen to the brain and muscles;  
 Dilated pupils to see better (but may also result in light sensitivity). 

 
These physiological changes are all part of the body’s natural ‘fight or flight’ response, but when that 
response is overactive, it can happen even when there is no real danger. 
 
 Watch for shaky or jittery movements; 
 Listen for short &/or shallow breaths; 
 Feel for a hot face, clammy hands or a racing pulse. 

 
Useful Strategies: 
 
If your child is becoming overly worried or anxious, help to fill their ‘coping toolbox’ with the following:  
 
 Calm Breathing Techniques: focussing on slow, regular breaths in & out through the nose. 
 Muscle Relaxation Techniques: methodically working through the muscle groups, firstly tensing 

then relaxing; 
 Distraction Activities: consider physical activities (the body is already physically primed), creative 

pursuits, writing about the fears or simply talking about the experience.    
 
If fears, worries or anxiety levels increase or become more serious, seek the advice of a professional who 
will work with you and your child (& other members of the family) in order to refine coping strategies 
and effectively manage the symptoms.  
 
Cherie Rivas. 
Partner in Health & Wellness 



 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Jacob Rumble, Tyler 

Churchland, Macy Howarth, Allira Ralph, Madeline Delaney, Hudson Diduszko, Eva Yang, 

Gus Bohringer, Austin Dews and Andrea Edwin. 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 
Casual Booking $15.00 
*Nutritional breakfast included 
After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 
Casual booking $26 
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack. 
Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 
For further information and to receive a booking pack  
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

Day 9:30am 10:30am 11:30am 

Monday -- -- Heidi Gardiner 

Tuesday - - - 

Wednesday - - Kylie Vial 

Thursday - Muffy Gersbach Alfina Meade 

Friday Anna Edwards Libby Johnson/Penny Smith Natasha Harvey 

Monday 18th November to Friday 22nd November 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


 

Nude Food Tuesdays have come to McAuley!! 
 

Nude Food Tuesday’s have been introduced to Catherine McAuley. If you’re not 

sure what a Nude Food Tuesday is - please read the information to see why we 

need to do this!! 

 

Well done to the many children who already bring their lunches to school without 

any packaging. Our aim is to make it a whole school practice.  How good would it 

be to eventually have a Nude Food Week!   

Clothing Pool Open 

Friday 22nd November 11:00am to 11:30am 

We have a selection of  2nd hand Summer    

Uniforms for sale.  If  you have school clothing 

that your child has grown out of, please        

consider donating them to the clothing pool. 

Thank you! 



KINDERGARTEN 2020 ORIENTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Date and Time Below: 

 

Student Orientation 

9:30am - 10:50am 

Friday 15th November 

 

See you at school! 

 

 



 





90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Interesting Fact of the 

Week 

A typical microwave oven 

uses more electricity   

keeping its digital clock on 

standby than it does    

heating food. 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 6:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 6:00pm 

 

Monday 11th November  

Life Education Van Visiting 

Tuesday 12th November 

Yr5/6 Touch Competition 

Thursday 14th November 

Year 3 Grade Mass 9:30am 

Dio Summer Sports Trials 

Friday 15th November 

Kinder Orientation 

2J Assembly & NAIROC Performance 

Year 6 Golf 

Responsible Pet Ownership Program - Year K-2 

Thursday 21st November 

Year 1 Mass 9:30am 

Friday 22nd November 

Band Trials for Year 2 

4M Assembly 

Clothing Pool Open 11:00am to 11:30am 

Thursday 28th November 

Kindergarten Grade Mass 9:30am 

Friday 29th November 

Year 5 Leadership Retreat in Kenna Hall 

Year 6 Golf 

Wednesday 4th December 

Year 6 Farewell Mass & Dinner 5:45pm 

Tuesday 10th December 

Carols in the Courtyard  

 

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 




