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In a school as big as Catherine McAuley it is very easy to
get lost in the mire of all that goes on and the hundreds of
people who inhabit the building! Sometimes we don't
know anything about those who are part of the
community even though we have been connected with
them for a long time. In the newsletter in the coming
weeks we will give a small pen portrait of each staff
member so that parents (and even other staff members)
may get to know their colleagues a little better by finding
out where they have lived, where they have worked and
even some quirky fact or interest. I often hear of people
who have been acquaintances for many years yet did not
know they went to the same school or lived in the same
town or suburb when growing up! We will start this week
with "Meet the School Secretarial Staff and School
Executive" and then do Grade by Grade.
Michael Croke

Assistant Principal
Robyn Petty
Religious Education Coordinator
Camille Da Silva Tavares
Primary Coordinator
Belinda Forbes
Primary Coordinator
Scott Hudson

Catherine McAuley

We must try to be like those
rivers which enter into the
sea without losing any of the
sweetness of the water.

Catherine McAuley

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Peer Support: Congratulations to our Year 6 students who had their first experience as ‘teachers’ yesterday
when they conducted the first Peer Support session. This program aims to help students develop personal
resilience when dealing with life issues and teaches and uses strategies that are straight forward and simple for
students to remember. The program will run on most Tuesdays throughout this term, with all students in the
school involved.
Morning Arrival: It has been wonderful to see how happy the students are as they come to school each day!
Our new welcoming duty in Hill St seems to be working with separation problems being reduced, and safety of
students supported. Please remember our gates do not open until 8.15am and supervision does not commence
until 8.35am. If you need to drop your child to school early or pick them up later, please make use of our Before
and After School Care service. This service is very affordable and can be used on either a regular or casual basis.
More information on this service is available later in this newsletter.
NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and Year 5: Congratulations to our Year 3 and Year 5 students who have managed
to work their way through most of the Naplan testing this week, using the new ‘online’ system. This is the first
year we have used this system, and so far the students have coped with the various changes very well. Thank
you to Mrs Forbes for being the ‘expert’ and assisting with the planning and implementation of this testing.
School Uniform: We are now well and truly into Term Two and the
weather has definitely become a lot colder. It is time for our Full Winter
School Uniform to be worn. Girls may wear the maroon uniform dress or
trousers with a white long sleeve shirt and school tie, white socks and
black shoes, while the boys’ uniform consists of blue long sleeve shirt, grey
pants and the school tie, grey socks and black shoes. Uniforms may be
bought from Orange Clothing, Kingfisher School Clothing or Lowes. Our
school Uniform Pool is also open on scheduled dates for second-hand
items. Please note that we encourage all students to bring a heavy jacket
to wear when outside.
Athletics Carnival: We are looking forward to our Kindergarten and Year 1 Athletics’ Carnival, which will be
held at James Sheahan this Friday Friday 17th May. Parents, friends and family members are very welcome to
join Kinder and Year 1 for this very special Carnival.
ICAS Tests: Children will once again be invited to take part in the Mathematics and English ICAS tests this year. A
note will be sent out this week asking children to nominate and pay for these tests if they wish to take part.
Wishing you a great week,
Robyn Petty

Preparing your child for First Holy Communion
This week’s helpful tip!
For an average child, one of the main interests in life is food. The Eucharist is a meal, so food
is a natural starter for conversations about the Eucharist. Here are some ways food can help
you talk to your children:


“Just as food feeds our bodies, the Eucharist is spiritual food that feeds our soul”.



“The Eucharist is a meal. On the table of the altar, Jesus feeds us with his Body and Blood,
appearing as bread and wine.”

First Holy Communion
Thank you to all families who attended the First Holy Communion Sacramental
Meeting last week. Please ensure that you now register online via the link provided at
the meeting, before Thursday 23rd May and that you have either attended or made
an appointment to attend a Family Faith meeting. Please contact our parish
Sacramental Coordinator, Shannon Cain, for any further information regarding First
Holy Communion (sacraments.orange@cdob.org.au).

*Please note that the Parish has requested that girls wear a white/cream coloured outfit and boys
wear dark pants and a white shirt and tie.

Mother’s Day
Thank you Kindergarten for our beautiful Mother’s Day Liturgy
last Friday. How delightful to see our youngest McAuley
members expressing their love and thanks for all mothers.
Also a huge thank you to Mrs Croke and the Gardening Club
for the fantastic Plant Sale.
We are forever thankful for the contribution of all mothers and
all those who care for our children with the love of a mother.

Camille Da Silva Tavares

Mini Vinnies Commissioning Ceremony
Our school, along with the Parish of St Mary & St Joseph would like to invite all
families to join us for the Mini Vinnies’ Commissioning Ceremony which will take
place during the 5pm Parish Mass at St Joseph’s Church this Sunday 19th May.
The Mass will be followed by a celebration light supper at Kenna Hall with parents
asked to bring along a plate. If your child is in Mini Vinnies please ensure that they
return the note back to Mrs Wright as soon as possible.
Christmas Art
Mr Les Quick joined students from Year 5 and Year 6 last
week for a session on preparing for the Christmas Art competition. Les spoke to the students about using one of the
Christmas narratives to develop an original artwork . Before
his next visit, students will develop their drafts which will
then be transferred to stretched canvases. In past years
only a select few have had the opportunity to receive
enrichment in this area and to create an artwork on a
canvas, so we are extremely excited to have all our students
involved in this process this year.

Camille Da Silva Tavares
Religious Education Coordinator
Southern Region Athletics
Children will be informed and notes sent home in relation to the Southern Region
Athletics Carnival by Week 8 this Term. The date for the Carnival is the 2nd of August and once again the venue will be King George Oval at Blayney. The school will
be providing Transport via a Bus.
Please see other Sporting Dates for Your Calendar





11th June Schools Cup Netball- Bathurst
5th July David Peachey Finals - Dubbo
2nd August Southern Region Athletics- Blayney
23rd August Dio Athletics Carnival- Dubbo

Scott Hudson
Primary Coordinator

2019 Diocesan Cross Country
On Monday of Week 2, 24 of our wonderful McAuley students and their wonderful parents
made the scenic drive to the lovely town of Coolah for students to compete in the Diocesan
Cross Country competition. Our students competed against students from all 26 primary
schools in the dioceses. Sacred Heart Coolah hosted the carnival on the beautiful grounds of
the local golf course which was an efficient, friendly and well-run competition.
All Catherine McAuley students represent the school brilliantly by demonstrating outstanding
determination, great sportsmanship, and school spirit. The students demonstrated these
attributes through the perseverance shown with every student running over the finish line
after the infamous ‘Heartbreak’ hill. Many of our McAuley students enthusiastically cheered
from the sidelines to welcome competitors through the finishing flags.
Coolah is known for its hard hilly terrain and competing in a two-kilometre or three-kilometre
race is no easy feat, however, our McAuley students managed this with style and grace. We
had a very successful day as a school with every student achieving in the top half of the field
which had 80 or more competitors per age group. I would like to recognise these student’s
outstanding efforts by mentioning their names below:
Asha Priest, Madison Floyd, Harry
Connor Curran, Cruz Ryan, Isabella
Jack Curran, Lachlan Crump, Bailey
George Tancred, Luke Hogarth, Knox

Grinter, Jack Spagnolo, Belvia Bryant, Phoenix Zinga,
Waters, Paityn Klaare, Georgie Wishart, Sophie Hogben,
Gardiner, Matilda Cheney, Maggie Nunn, Ella Williams,
Gibson, Nick Rowland, Jorja Mascord and Freya Bryant.

We have five students; Taj Jordan, Jack Spagnola, Harry Grinter, Isabella Waters and Madie
Floyd who did particularly well to achieve a place in the top eight of their age group and have
been invited to compete at the next level of Cross Country held representing the Bathurst
Diocese at Eastern Creek.
I would like to sincerely thank the dedicated parents who took time out of their very busy
work schedules to drive all the way to Coolah to allow their child the opportunity to compete.
The dedication and sacrifice of our parents is a testament to the amazing school community
we have at McAuley.
I would like to wish all the students heading onto the next level in Sydney the very best of
luck and look forward to hearing about their wonderful achievements on their return. I am
positive they will represent McAuley well.
Miss Colquhoun

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW OUR STAFF MEMBERS?
This week we share a little snippet of our Executive Staff and our Secretaries.
Michael Croke - Principal
Michael Croke was born and raised and went to school in Dubbo (his father owned a furniture and
carpet shop). He has two brothers and one sister including twins. He went to university in Sydney.
Before arriving in Orange he taught in Balranald and Wagga. He and his wife Helen have 4 children
scattered around the world and Australia! He hopes one day within the next few years they will all
be home in Orange together for one night for a baked dinner!
Robyn Petty - Assistant Principal
Robyn Petty was born and raised in Bathurst, an only child, and attended the Assumption and
“Dio” (McKillop) before going down to North Sydney to start uni at the then “Catholic College of
Education North Sydney”. Robyn lived in a girl’s hostel in Greenwich, down the road from a young
John Howard, whose personal secretary was one of her room-mates. Robyn began her teaching
career in Peak Hill, then wandered around the country, teaching in Parkes, Broken Hill and
Wentworth before getting married and heading out to the ‘outback’ and onto a Sheep Station (of
over 1.25million acres) near Coober Pedy and becoming a governess to children on ‘School of the
Air’. They moved back to NSW and Robyn taught in Jerilderie, then Narrandera before moving to
Orange. Robyn feels a strong connection with the Newell Highway as she has managed to live at 6
different addresses in 6 different towns on the Newell Highway!!
Camille Tavares née Bayada - Religious Education Coordinator
Camille Tavares was born and raised in Orange along with her six brothers and six sisters. She
studied teaching in Bathurst. Her first three years teaching were in Cootamundra, followed by a
year at Pambula Beach. Although living the life in a beautiful coastal village, she couldn’t pass up
the opportunity to return home and so accepted a position at St Joseph’s in Orange, followed by a
year in Blayney and then six wonderful years at Catherine McAuley. Camille is married with two
children who attend school at McAuley, her idea of the perfect afternoon is sitting on the
verandah with family, sipping on a cup of tea and munching on a São with cheese and tomato!
Belinda Forbes - Primary Coordinator
Belinda Forbes was born in Carcoar and lived in Blayney until moving to Sydney when she was 8.
Belinda qualified at Milperra Uni as a Youth Worker and then moved to Orange and qualified as a
Teacher which was and still is her dream job. Belinda has been a teacher for 23 years. She is
married to Ron and they have 3 fur babies! Belinda loves looking for new ways to engage students
with fun learning. She loves spending time with close friends, sewing and playing Xbox.
Scott Hudson - Primary Coordinator
Scott Hudson was born in Canowindra and raised on a 3000 acre property 50 minutes from Cowra
and 14 minutes from Wyangala Dam. Scott went to a primary school with a total enrolment of 24
students. Secondary education was at Saint Raphael’s Cowra. He and wife Julie (also a teacher at
Anson St) have 3 children. Scott has taught in Catholic schools for over 26 years both in Primary
and Secondary schools (Mathematics, Science and P.E). Scott loves dessert, loves the Tigers, Tim
Tams and teaching at Catherine McAuley. He always wanted to be a Jedi!
Rebecca Hughes - PLC Coordinator
Rebecca Hughes Nee Wilson grew up on a farm near Canowindra with her parents and 3 sisters.
She studied at Newcastle University and moved to Old Bar where she had her first teaching
position and has now moved back to the Central West. Rebecca's favourite things to do include
playing piano, learning guitar, dining out, spending time with friends and partaking in retail
therapy. She loves podcasts, documentaries and stand up comedy.

MEET OUR STAFF MEMBERS Continued…..
Our Secretaries
Annalisa Covelli
Annalisa was born in a little town in Italy and the family moved to Australia when she was 1.
They settled in Orange and she and her siblings went to Sacred Heart/Santa Maria/De La
Salle/St Joseph’s/James Sheahan. Annalisa has been in Admin all of her working life and has
been at McAuley since 2012. She is married with 2 teenage children. Annalisa loves to read,
loves good music, renovating and restoring old furniture.
Robyn Basha
Robyn was born in Orange and raised on the family farm between Cargo and Cudal. She went
to primary school in Cudal and secondary school in Canowindra. She has one older brother
Greg who also lives in the area. Robyn now resides in Orange with her lovely husband Joe,
where they raised their three children who have “flown the nest” and live in Canberra and
Wollongong. She now spends many weekends visiting them. She enjoys travelling and
gardening and loves spending time with family and friends.
Kate Budworth
Kate was born and raised in Orange along with her four younger brothers. She met her
husband and moved to Sydney where they were lucky to be able to travel overseas. They then
decided Orange was the ideal place to start and raise a family. Kate has a daughter who
attends James Sheahan and two boys at McAuley. Kate’s favourite things are enjoying time
with family and friends, watching the kids play sport and spending her husband’s money!

CITY OF ORANGE EISTEDDFOD
Have you recently written a speech, recited a poem, played an instrument, sang,
danced, participated in a class play?
Do you enjoy performing?
Take a look at www.orangeisteddfod.com.au and think about showcasing your talent.
There are plenty of options available for groups and individuals.
It’s not just for competitors entered by teachers or schools. Anyone can enter online at
www.stardom.com.au
ENTRIES CLOSE 2nd JUNE 2019
For further info, please contact Anna 0448 441 556
or Meredie 0427 627 916

Catherine McAuley Mini Vinnies
wish to invite you to their

MINI VINNIES
COMMISSIONING
CEREMONY
SUNDAY 19th May 2019
5pm @ ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH
DURING THE PARISH MASS, MEMBERS OF MINI VINNIES WILL RECEIVE
THEIR ST VINCENT DE PAUL BADGE AND BE OFFICIALLY COMMISSIONED
BY FATHER

FOLLOWED BY A LIGHT SUPPER
AT KENNA HALL

13th May

REMINDER FOR TERM 2
SCHOOL GATES WILL NOT BE OPENED UNTIL
8:15AM. IF YOU NEED TO LEAVE YOUR CHILD AT
AN EARLIER TIME, PLEASE CONSIDER USING
OUT OF HOURS SCHOOL CARE.

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes
seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week: Edwina Johnson, Romey
Westgeest, Heidi Elmes, Julia Loecker, Jackson Rodwell, Zara Eyles, Brydon Sherwood, Ava Eyles,
Sophie Hogben, Lily Hamilton and Cooper Judge.

Celebrating Birthdays at School: We ask that you please call the office if you would like to send in
cupcakes for your child to share with their class on their birthday. This is so that teachers are aware that
cakes will be coming in and they can then schedule a time to celebrate with the class. Please note no
chocolates or lollies are allowed. Please write ingredients (if home baked) on a piece of paper and attach
to the container. This is to avoid a child receiving food that they may be allergic to eg. Almond meal or
nuts. Thank you for your understanding.

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2019
In the interest of giving parents as much notice as possible,
please take note of the following dates scheduled as pupil free.
Term 2

Term 3

Week 6 - Friday 7th June (Queens Birthday long

Week 1 - Monday 22nd July

weekend)

Monday 20th May to Friday 24th May 2019
Day

9:30am

10:30am

11:30am

Monday

-

-

-

Tuesday

-

-

Amy Gormly

Wednesday

-

-

Belinda Bailey

Thursday

-

Muffy Gersbach

Nicole Churchland

Friday

Lucy Johnson/Kat Rodgers Jane Griffiths/Sandra Mendel Terri Newman (casual)

Thursday 16th May
NAPLAN - Year 3 & Year 5
Year 1 Grade Mass 9:30am

Interesting Fact of the Week
Australia is slightly wider than the moon.

Friday 17th May
Infants Athletics Carnival - JSCHS
Year 5 Goldfields Excursion
Sunday 19th May
Mini Vinnies Commissioning Mass 5pm St Joseph’s Church
Tuesday 21st May
Year 4 Goal Ball - Kenna Hall
Wednesday 22nd May
School Photos
Thursday 23rd May
Year 6 Canberra Excursion
Kinder Grade Mass - 9:30am
Friday 24th May
Year 6 Canberra Excursion
3C Assembly
Friday 7th June
Pupil Free Day (Queens Birthday Long Weekend)
Friday 9th August
McAuley Trivia Night

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary
Mass Times
St Mary’s Church - Saturday 5:00pm
- Sunday 9:30am
St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am
- Sunday 5:00pm

90 Hill Street,
ORANGE NSW 2800
Telephone: (02) 6361 3344
Email: mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au
Web: www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au

