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Let us rejoice when good is done, 

no matter by whom it is          

accomplished.  

Catherine McAuley 

As mentioned in previous correspondence we are very aware of 

the COVID rules around parent participation in school events. I 

am also conscious of Victorian schools who are this week         

embarking on their 30th week of no students / online learning in 

the past 12 months !!!! As part of our endeavour to keep 

close contact between parents and teachers during this time a     

series of parent teacher gatherings are planned in Week 5 (next 

week) and Week 6. The dates and times have been sent to all   

families via Compass this week. The only rule for all families is 

(because of COVID) that we must put a limit of one parent per 

event. Whilst babies and infants are permitted (!), students are not 

to attend night gatherings.  

 

Michael Croke 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus of the Week: We Look After Our Environment - This week our focus is on looking after our                 
environment. We need to be more mindful of how we can reduce our rubbish, and how we can recycle the rubbish 
we do create.  Our lunch-boxes often contain extra packaging.  We can minimise our waste by having ‘nude food’ 
days and recycling all packaging possible.  We also need to put our waste in the correct bins, and keep our ‘return 
and earn’ items separate. 

 

Important points for students to remember: 

 Recycle all rubbish that can be recycled - check labels. 

 Keep lunch and play areas clean and place rubbish in correct bin 

 Keep ‘return and earn’ items separate and put them in the appropriate containers 

 Pick up lunch boxes and drink bottles and take home so they can be used again.  

Show initiative, if you see rubbish in the playground, pick it up yourself don’t wait for someone else to do it. 

 

Grade Parent Meetings: We are so excited to have come up with a way of bringing our parents back into our 
school, and still maintain our Covid restrictions!  Next week we will begin with our Kinder and Year 1 parents, 
inviting them into the School Staffroom for an hour, where they can find out a little of what is happening in their 
child’s classroom, and in very small groups, have a quick look at the children working hard in their rooms!!  For 
the parents of our Kinder and Year 1 students, they have had almost no time in our school buildings, and unlike 
the parents of our older students, have had very little to do interacting with our school.  Unfortunately, we will 
only be able to have one family representative come along to our gatherings (toddlers are not counted in Covid 
restriction numbers), but we may be able to organise more gatherings throughout the year if Covid restrictions  
remain in place.   

 

For our Year 2-6 parents, we will be having after school meetings in Kenna Hall for each Grade, where        
information for your child’s Grade will be given, along with an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher. All the 
dates and times will be given in a Compass announcement, and available on our website and facebook site later 
this week. We look forward to meeting parents at these gatherings! 

 

Contacting Your Child’s Teacher:  Although these meetings will be wonderful, sometimes parents need to talk 
more specifically with teachers about their child.  If you need to speak with a teacher, we are able to do this after 
the children have left school for the day.  Individual parent/teacher discussions can be made from 3.30pm of an 
afternoon.  Please contact the Office to arrange a suitable day with your child’s Class Teacher.  

 

Dibels Testing:  Now that routines have been established and children are familiar with their teachers and       
classmates, we are moving into our formal testing phase. Teachers are working to analyse their student’s strengths 
in a number of areas, especially reading.  One of the key areas we test across the school is a child’s Oral Reading 
Fluency.  This is the ability to effortlessly translate letters to sounds and sounds to words. A fluent reader is able 
to decode words automatically, without being conscious of what they are doing. This then enables readers to be 
able to focus their attention on comprehending the meaning of the text. It’s a little like reading a medical text – for 
those of us who are not medics, we may be able to work out the words but the meaning is lost as our brain was too 
busy sorting the pronunciation of the words to spend time working out the meaning of what we were reading.  

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 

We Look  

After  

Our  

Environment 



Our aim is to enable all students to reach a level of oral fluency, which empowers them to make meaning from 
text.  The testing tool we use is the acronym ‘Dibels’. Each child from Kinder to Year 6 will sit with a Teacher 
who administers a standardized set of reading procedures which are designed to identify children’s progress and 
enable teachers to determine appropriate levels of instructional support as well as monitor their progress. The 
passages and other tests are calibrated for each grade level. After reading fluency levels have been established, 
teachers work across the grade to devise programs, which target the students’ areas of need.   

 
Morning Routine - Drop and Go:  It’s lovely to see how well our students have settled into school procedures, 
and how quickly the Kinder children are becoming ‘old hands’ at school routines.  To help those who still feel a 
little insecure at the beginning of the day, Parents, please assist your child by dropping them at the gate, saying 
goodbye quickly, and allowing some of the wonderful senior students to escort them inside and to their play  
area. Thank you for helping to make this new experience exciting and positive for our children. 

  

 

Don’t forget to wear your hat!!  It is great to see how many students are remembering 
to bring their hats and wear them in the playground.  Please remember that hats must be 
worn in the playground for all of Terms 1 and 4.  

 

 

Assembly:  At this stage, we are not able to work out a way that parents can join children for our Assemblies.  
We believe Assemblies are important for our students, as it gives them an opportunity to be proud of the hard 
work they have been doing in the classroom and display this work publicly.  For this reason, we will continue to 
have our Assemblies in Kenna Hall, as a whole grade.  Should we be in a position to ease Covid restrictions, we 
will gladly invite parents to join us for these Assemblies.  In the meantime, our students have the opportunity to 
proudly display their efforts to the peers. 

 

Wishing you a great week, 

 
Robyn Petty 



 

 

We Pray 
Gracious God, today begins a period of inner reflection and examination. 
The days stretch before me and invite me inward to that silent, holy space 
that holds your Spirit. This special time beckons me to see my life through 
Christ's eyes and the truth and reality of your love incarnate. Give me the 
grace to enter the space of these days with anticipation of our meeting. 

And, when I open my soul to your presence, let your loving kindness flow 
over me and seep into the pockets of my heart. I ask this for the sake of 

your love. 
(Catholic.org) 

 
  

Shrove Tuesday 
Thank you to Mrs Kate Wright and the Year 6 Mini Vinnies members for        
organising Pancakes for us for Shrove Tuesday.  All money raised will go to 
Project Compassion. 

 

 

 
Have a peaceful week. 
 

Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator  

Ash Wednesday 
 
Today our school community gathered to celebrate Ash 
Wednesday. The infants students attended a beautiful Liturgy 
prepared by the Year 2 teachers. Thank you Mrs Dunn,     
Mrs Haydon and Mrs Lidster for your time in preparing the 
students to lead Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 in prayer. 
The students in Year 3, Year 4,Year 5 and Year 6 attended 
Mass where Fr Antony reminded us to become closer to God 
during Lent. During both these ceremonies the students    
received ashes on their head. A usual sign of Ash      
Wednesday is receiving ashes in a cross on the forehead 
however, due to Covid restrictions, the students received a 
small sprinkling of ashes to remind them to become closer to 
God.  

What is Ash Wednesday? The Catholic Church usually uses the ashes from the palm branches 
from the previous year’s Palm Sunday service. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the    
Lenten season. Lent is traditionally a 40-day fast — a reference to the time Jesus spent being 
tempted in the desert — with the intent to prepare our hearts for the Easter Season where we   
remember with reverence the death of Jesus followed by the joyous celebration of the              
Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

Around the Rooms  
Yesterday Year 5 and Year 6 attended Mass with Fr Karl celebrating a 
private Mass just for our students. It was a wonderful opportunity for the 
students to attend Mass. Fr Karl also visited the Year 2 classrooms to talk 
with the students about Ash Wednesday.  

If your child is to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation,     
Eucharist or Confirmation this year please make sure you read 
the newsletter each week. Information about Sacraments will 
be communicated to parents through notes directly to students 
as well as reminders in the newsletter.  



 
CHART OF 1ST CONTACT FOR PARENT COMMUNICATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Pancakes for Project Compassion 

 

Thank you to the Mini Vinnies Year 6 leaders who successfully organised and 
delivered a wonderful Shrove Tuesday pancake event. There were so many 
happy faces and full tummies and the best part is that all the money we raised 
as a school goes towards the Project Compassion charity to help those less 
fortunate than us.  
A special shout out to Margaret and Mel in the canteen for helping to organise 
the event and their willingness to contribute to this special cause. 
 

(Mini Vinnies will look a little different this year. Stage 2 and the Year 5 
students will be informed of these changes over the coming week.)

 
 

Mrs Wright 



 
WINTER SPORTS TRIALS 

 

Over the coming weeks students in Year 5 and 6 (possibly some Year 4 
students who are 10 years old) have nominated to trial for various  
Winter sports.  The CEDB ask that only students who regularly play 
and are at a High level of  ability be sent to the trials.  Due to this the 
school can only select a small number of  students.  Those                    
selected will be notified at the end of  Week 5 and must register on the 
CSNSW Sport website by Wednesday 3rd March. A sheet on how to 
register will be sent home to parents.  

 
 
 
 

CATHERINE McAULEY ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
The Catherine McAuley Athletics Carnival will be held this term for students from Years 3-6 
and those Year 2 students who are turning 8 this year before 18th of March.  Long jump and 
discus trials will be held at school on the 4th of March.  Notes will be sent home around 
Week 6 for students to nominate track and high jump events.   
 
Unfortunately we are unable to have any parents at our Athletics Carnival.  Once again this 
IS NOT a school decision but comes directly from the Catholic Education Office in            
Bathurst.   
 
 



KB Ted Murphy Charley Shirvington 

KM Anabelle Hamilton Jaxx Murray 

KY Charlotte Downey Jack Baker 

1B Charlotte Shepherd Bradley Palmer 

1M Edie Short Oscar Johnson 

1Y Poppy Davidson Harry Vial 

2B Sienna Palmar Harrison Mosch 

2M Samantha Halpin Heidi Elmes 

2Y Maci Harvey Ollie West 

3B Matilda Johnson Cooper Garnaut 

3Y Maggie Lawson Hamish Glasgow 

4B Ava Sutton Lewis Vaughan 

4M Will Fardell Daisy Hannan 

4Y Evie Bermingham Darcy Nunn 

5B Ruby Hannon Max Zocco 

5M Eden Lyons Matthew Crump 

5Y Zoe Taberner Gus Bohringer 

6B Lucy Nunn Sam Garvin 

6M Ella Rogers James Meade 

6Y Isabel Vanes Declan Robertson 

Congratulations to our new McAuley 

 Class Councillors for Term 1 2021 



 

Charley Shirvington Kendric Tomas Xzavier McLean 

Tully Hainsworth Jack Gander Sky Cowie-Keen 

Chelsea Taylor Richard Francis Zac Delaney 

Elizabeth Milliken Bradley Palmer Charlotte Shepherd 

Anarv Reji Thomas Dellow Xanthe Bryant 

Aavnaya Parajuli Archie Eades Poppy Davidson 

Oliver Darling Johan Anil Sarah Stone 

Logan Omrod Angus Ford Angela Gormly 

Ella Brayshaw Laura Lan Ollie West 

Peyton Taylor Cooper Garnaut Will Hepworth 

Georgie Martyr Lincoln Hainsworth May Kennedy 

James Rodwell Ruby Kingham Martha Qaqos 

Charlotte Dial  Vittorio Manca William Fardell  

Enzo Crombie  Coco Rowland Harrison Church 

Ella Mustac  Zander Hainsworth Paddy May 

Matthew Crump Eliana Belmonte Ava Eyles 

Monique Vardanega  Harper Corby Vaughn Bienik 

Riya Reorge Reece Board Jaiden Rogers 

Natalie Smith Wil Kennedy Seth Acido 

Austin Dews Julia Loecker Declan Robertson 

   

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk2 



 

Gilbert Roth Haixin Wu Claire Kennedy 

Chloe Hamilton Riley Ford Sophie Williams 

Lenci Zinga Ryleigh Barnes James Power 

Joyce Qaqos Keaghan Brown Amelia Hillier 

Vyv Catterson Oscar Johnson Lenya Miller 

Harry Vial Oscar Nunn Jackson Bayliss 

Harriet Bailey Alan Thomas Mia-Rose Grasso 

Blake Gavin Audrey Horan Madeline Delaney 

Aruna Nugroho Lachlan Church Toby Barrett 

Charlotte Townsend Leah Turner Marco Scuito 

Millie Bunting Jesse Board Lillian Davis 

Indy Murray Wade Townsend Lachlan Dunkley 

Aiden McGuiness Josephine Cardiff Lacey Wasil 

Evie Bermingham Rosie Hamilton Klay Oliver-Roach 

Aimee Neich  Thomas Wythes Charlie Livingstone 

Emily Warburton Charles Hood Abel Tom 

Zoe Taberner Brodie Nunn  

Annabel Dunn Jayden Grevink Domineque Lindsay 

Archie Adamson Isabella Garnaut Oliver Nunn 

Mason Everett Kody Wasow Austin Dews 

   

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk3 



 

Family Educator News 

Josh Dunn 

Have you heard about Alpha and are curious as to what it’s all about?   
 

Are you sceptical and thinking it’s definitely not for you? 

Could you simply do with 2 hours out of your busy week, where you are the guest? 

Then we love to hear from you! Register your interest below for an obligation-free chat! 

 

 
 Dinner Alpha 
Tuesday nights, 6pm - 8pm 
  

Coffee & Croissant Alpha 
Wednesdays, 9am – 11am 
  
Both at St Mary’s Church 
Gathering Space 
Beginning 2nd/3rd March 
   

Alpha is a series of free, interactive sessions exploring life, faith and 
meaning. Filled with food and fun! 

Everyone is welcome and no question is off limits. 
Register your interest today at alphaorange.org.au 

 

 

Interesting Fact of the Week 

As an apple falls to Earth, the Earth falls very, very slightly towards the apple. 

 



 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Sienna Murray,   

Fergus Johnson, Jayde Lewis, Oscar Nunn, Victoria Townsend, Bridget Waters, Archie Cox, 

Annabel Dunn, Benjamin Matthews, Harry Grinter, Charlotte Townsend and Natalie Gavin. 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 
Casual Booking $15.00 
*Nutritional breakfast included 
After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 
Casual booking $26 
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack. 
Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 
For further information and to receive a booking pack  
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 

McAULEY SUPPORTER 

CAPS ARE BACK IN 

STOCK 
Please note they do not form part of our school    

uniform and are for parent supporters.  Available at 

the office $25.00. 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 
90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

Tuesday 23rd  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Kinder Yellow Parent Meeting - 9:00am in the Staffroom 
Year 1 Yellow Parent Meeting - 2:30pm in the Staffroom 
 
Wednesday 24th 
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
 
Thursday 25th February  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Kinder Blue Parent Meeting - 9:00am in the Staffroom 
Year 1 Blue Parent Meeting - 2:30pm in the Staffroom 
 
Friday 26th February 
Kinder Maroon Parent Meeting - 9:00am in the Staffroom 
Year 1 Maroon Parent Meeting - 2:30pm in the Staffroom 
 
Tuesday 2nd March 
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Year 2 Parent Meeting - 5:45pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
Year 4 Parent Meeting - 6:30pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
 
Wednesday 3rd March  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Year 3 Parent Meeting - 5:45pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
Year 5 Parent Meeting - 6:30pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
 
Thursday 4th March  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Year 6 Parent Meeting - 5:45pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 


