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Catherine led the way in     

education and in health. Her 

goals were clear – the         

ordinary service to the poor 

done extraordinarily well.  

Carmel Bourke  

 

It has been wonderful to welcome our 2022 Kindergarten    
students to the McAuley family in recent weeks as they gain 
their initial taste of "big school".  Given so many have been 
part of the pre school process and have arrived with many of 
their friends the orientation has been quite a stress 
free process.   
 
I did need to thank all the 2022 Kindergarten teachers and 
wonderful support staff (and the ABC's Bluey!) for their 
warmth in welcoming our new students. The vibes given by 
parents and school to beginning children can result in a      
positive or negative mindset for the child.  "You will love the 
school" as opposed to "if you get stressed ring me straight 
away"!!!   We do have some limited spaces at McAuley in all 
grades for 2022 if you have family or friends who would like 
to join our school family. 
 

Michael Croke 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 



 
 

 

SPB4L Focus:  We Are Respectful When We Use Our Manners:  This week we are 

looking at using good manners generally.  This includes saying ‘please and thank you’,      
looking at people when we are speaking to them, responding verbally when we are spoken 
to and not interrupting conversations but waiting for an appropriate moment. 

Important points for students: 

Always look at the person you are speaking to 

Responses when spoken to: ‘how are you?’ ‘Good, thank you’ ,  

‘yes please, no thank you’ “may I have ….. Please?”  

Manners should always include please and thank you. 

Speak to people who speak to you - don’t ignore them. 

Don’t interrupt when others are speaking, wait your turn. 

Kindergarten Orientation 2021:  We have now completed our Kinder 2022 Orientation 
program.  It was amazing how settled the new Kinders were, obviously already keen to start 
the next leg of their educational journey into ‘Big School’!  We are looking forward to        
introducing our new Kinders to the “Buddy Program” which runs between Kinder and Year 
6.  This very special program ‘buddies’ up each Kinder with a Year 6 student, who looks after 
them throughout the year, and visits regularly with them.  I’m sure our Year 5 are looking 
forward to meeting their new buddies next year. Also, a huge ‘thank you’ to all our Kinder 
teachers and Kinder Aides who have put so much work into this year’s Orientation.  All 
your work is truly appreciated! 

End of Year Celebrations: We are still finalising our end of the year celebrations, making 
sure we stay within the Level 3 Covid restrictions we are currently working under, while    
trying to give our students the best options for celebrating this year.  Mrs Church is in talks 
with Fr Greg to see how we can celebrate our Year 6 graduates as well as see how we can give 
thanks as a whole school for this year.  We will keep you posted once we have made           
decisions. 

Staffing for 2022: We are currently finalising teaching vacancies and class lists for 
McAuley for next year.  Class teachers will be announced soon and students will be notified 
which class they will be in next year as part of the Reporting process.  We hope to have 
these positions finalised very soon, and will announce our Staffing as soon as we can.  

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 

  Be Respectful 

Be  

Responsible 

 Be Safe 



Absentee Notes: As the year draws to a close, there are many students who still have 
outstanding Absenteeism.  We need a note explaining each day that children are away 
from school.  This can either be recorded on Compass directly or a physical note can be 
sent into your child’s teacher.  We are always responsible for identifying where our      
students are.  Of late the CEBD has been in contact regarding absenteeism, as they in 
turn have accountability to the Government.  If your child has been away this term, 
could I please ask you to indicate the reason for their absence by the end of this week, as 
this is also recorded on their End of Year Reports. 
 

Life Education Van:  This year we are experiencing a ‘virtual’ Life Education visit!  We 
have booked each class in for a lesson with Healthy Harold, via Zoom!  These lessons 
will run from Thursday 25th November to Wednesday 1st December in the classrooms.  It 
will be very exciting to have a visit with Harold using the Life Education Interactive     
Centre!  We look forward to this very special visit!! 
 

Rewards Days:  As the year finally draws to a close, our Grades are looking at how they 
can celebrate their achievements this year.  Each Grade will choose an appropriate form 
of Rewards, where they will leave the school grounds for an activity.  The cost of these 
days has already been covered, so there will be no additional cost for parents.  Please be 
on the look-out for notes coming home with dates and the needs for the days. 
 

Lost Property:  Now that we are getting close to the end of school, I am conscious of 
the number of items we have in Lost Property.  These items do not have names on them, 
or have names of children who have left and handed down their clothing.  Mrs Catherine 
Garnon does an amazing job of reconnecting lost clothing with their owners, when she 
is able to find a name on the item!  All items that are in lost property will be displayed on 
tables in the Library next week and children will be asked to look to see if they own any 
items.  Please remind your children to look for any items you know are here somewhere 
at school.  Hopefully we will have empty tables by the end of next week! Any clothing 
left unclaimed at the end of the School year will be donated to the Clothing Pool. 
 

SPB4L Bands:  I was delighted to reward our wonderful students who have received 
their Bronze or Silver bands last week.  I will wait now until towards the end of term    
before having another celebration lunch.  Thank you to all for the happy and positive 
way they go about their day, being supportive and generous people!   
 

Reports:  As I have mentioned previously, with our disjointed year, we will once again 
have modified Reports at the end of this term.  These reports will still have information 
regarding student performance and written comments on the strengths and areas for   
development for each student, however they will be reduced in size to one two-sided 
page.  Reports will be sent out to parents at the end of Week 9 of this term (3rd             
December), with an opportunity for parent/teacher interviews during the following 
week if required.   



“No Hat, No Play!”  Our weather is all over the place at the moment, hot one day and 
cold the next!  When it is hot though, it is usually quite intense.  The students have been 
very good at remembering to bring their hats to school, so could you please continue to 
encourage them to have them each day. We do take our school rule “No Hat, No Play” 
very seriously, for your children’s safety, children not bringing their hats to school will 
need to sit quietly in their eating areas during breaks. Please continue to discuss the 
need for sun protection with your children and encourage them to wear sunscreen to 
school as well.  

 

Current Level 3 Covid 19 Restrictions: 

Procedures for School Currently we are still maintaining Level 3 Covid Restrictions 
at school, with the hope that these will ease very soon.  At this stage, no parents 
are able to be on the school grounds and we have to separate children into Stages 
and reduce opportunities for children in different Stages to mingle. Covid safety 
procedures are in place throughout the school, both inside and outside the      
classrooms.  Any changes to these restrictions will be sent out to parents in a   
Compass message, as well as placed into the newsletter. 

Children Displaying Covid-like Symptoms: As part of our restrictions, any child 
presenting with a cough, sore throat, high temperature, runny nose, headache or 
other symptom associated with Covid, has to go home until those symptoms are 
gone.  We have been advised that before students return, they should have a      
negative Covid test and be symptom-free.  If parents do not want their child to 
have a test, the child must isolate for 10 days and be symptom-free before            
returning to school. We are looking at ways to support student learning at home 
during these times.  Once again, I thank you for your understanding and support 
in this matter. 

 

Have a wonderful week!! 

Robyn Petty 



From the Religious Education Coordinator 
 

November and the Souls of the Faithful Departed 
The month of November is traditionally a time in which the Catholic community        
remembers those who have died. All Souls Day, 2nd November, was started in 998. It’s 
a Roman Catholic day of remembrance for friends and loved ones who have passed 
away. On this day and all through November we offer special prayers for the souls of 
the faithful.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer 
In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters.  

In this life you embraced them with your tender love; deliver them now from every evil 
and bid them eternal rest. 

Welcome them into paradise, where there will be no sorrow, no weeping or pain, but   
fullness of peace and joy with your Son and the Holy Spirit forever and forever.  

May the love of God and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ bless us and console us and 
gently wipe away every tear from our eyes. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rainbow Day - Casual Clothes Day 
Our rainbow Casual clothes day will be going ahead next week. Thank you to Mrs 
Wright and the Mini Vinnies team for organising this day for us. Please bring a gold 
coin donation with all money raised going directly to students in Fiji who we have 
continued to assist in their education for many years now.  
 
When: Wednesday 24th November 
What: Rainbow Day! Dress in bright colourful clothes (closed-in shoes).  Don't 
forget your hat! 
Bring: a gold coin donation and a smile!  



Year 2 Grade Retreat - Reconciliation 
It was so fantastic to gather with the Year 2 students on Friday to celebrate the end 
of their study on Reconciliation. Thank you to the Year 2 teachers for their help on 
the day and for the wonderful way they have prepared the students for the           
Sacrament of Reconciliation which the students will receive next year. Thank you as 
well to Mrs Ryan, Family Educator, for her help on the day. The students created a 
poster representing the Lost Sheep Gospel story that will be hung up in their Year 3 
classroom area next year as a reminder of Reconciliation. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Year Celebrations 
 
Preparations are beginning for our end of year celebrations with the students.             
Unfortunately due to Covid Restrictions we are unable to have parents at our End of 
Year Mass and Final Assembly. Parents and family of our Year 6 students will be able to 
attend the Year 6 Farewell Liturgies with more information coming out regarding this 
in the next few days. Thank you to parents and families for their understanding and we 
hope that in 2022 we can throw the doors open and welcome you back to our McAuley 
events.  
 
End of Year Celebration Dates 
7th December - Year 6 Farewell Liturgies and Celebration Day 
8th December - End of Year Mass (Whole School) 
9th December - Year 6 attending Parish Mass 
10th December - End of Year Assembly 
 
Have a peaceful week. 
 
Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAINBOW DAY! 

Wednesday 24th November 

(Week 8) 

 

Dress in colourful clothes and bring a gold coin          
donation to support the Fijian Assist- a Student   
program. 

 

Please wear closed-in shoes and bring a hat. 

 

We can’t wait to see how colourful we can make      
Catherine McAuley! 

 

Hosted by Mini Vinnies, 2021 



 

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk5 Term 4 
Evelyn Anil Henry Press Amelie Gormly 

Austin Bayada Ava Webb Liam Eaton 

Jack Baker Niamh Murphy Sophia Baseggio 

Harry Logan Harper Rogers Bella Crombie 

Lenya Miller Matilda Lewis Owen Bennett 

Archie Eades Barnaby Luelf Sophie West 

Jacob Rumble Meah Jithesh Oliver Darling 

Harry Callaghan Marcus Spagnolo Jett Garvey 

Lachlan Church Laura Tan Mackenzie Gander 

Finn Rogers Mia Partridge Hunter Dillon 

Oscar Logan Digby Luelf Sylvie Miller 

Zara Purvis Lewis Vaughan Jessica Williams 

Bridget Waters Ashton Degabriel Daisy Hannan 

Harrison Church Brooke Vaughan Evie Birmingham 

Fergus Johnson Paddy May Charlie Livingstone 

Asha Priest Solomon Russell Isla Callaghan 

Natalie Gavin James Weston Preston Brady 

Theodore Madigan Sienna Vaughan Riya George 

Will Vial Isabella Garnaut Ella Rogers 

Kody Wasow Georgie Wishart Lara Horan 

   



 

 

 

   

   

  

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Aiden Thomas, Gus 

Bohringer, Franklin Boucher, Austin Dews, Andrea Edwin, Grace Kimber, Mia Partridge, 

Percy Johnson, Patrick Callaghan, Elliot Commons and Tully Cox. 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 

http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uploads/2/4/3/5/24358668/canteen_menu_2021__1_.pdf
http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/uploads/2/4/3/5/24358668/canteen_menu_2021__1_.pdf
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Friday 19th November 
ICAS Maths 9:30am 
 
Wednesday 24th November 
Fijian Assist Rainbow Day - colourful clothes for a gold coin donation 
 
Monday 29th November 
Year 7 2022 Orientation Day James Sheahan Catholic High School 
 
Monday 13th December 
Year 6 Burrendong Excursion 
 
Wednesday 15th December 
Last Day of School for Students 
 
Monday 31st January 2022 
1st Day of School for Students in Year 1 - Year 6 
 
Tuesday 1st February 2022 
1st Day of School for Students in Kindergarten 
 
 

Interesting Fact of the 

Week 

The most expensive book ever    

purchased was sold for $30.8       

million.  It was written by            

Leonardo Da Vinci and was bought 

by Bill Gates. 


