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Let us rejoice when good 
is done, no matter by 

whom it is accomplished.  
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I'm sure many parents may have seen the notice on the school       

Facebook page indicating the rules around McAuley students     

bringing phones to school. As an extension of that rule I remind all 

parents that it is illegal for any student from McAuley to be on        

Facebook, Snapchat or Instagram at home or school.  Whilst this law 

exists to protect primary school students against seeing or being   

inappropriate on social media I also ask parents to be aware of how 

their children are communicating in other areas especially if they 

have access to and are able to use a mobile phone.  Sadly many    

children and adults have been caused great personal and professional 

harm because of unsuitable text messages and inappropriate         

negative comments.  Sometimes work and school conflicts are often 

never given time to "soak" or be properly investigated but rather    

receive instant judgement on social media.  The written word forever 

stands and the time to judge and comment on a situation (without 

proper investigation or knowledge) is never.  

 

Michael Croke 
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Focus of the Week: We Are Responsible For Our Belongings. This week we are looking at being        

responsible for taking care of our belongings at school. All items need to be labelled with children’s names 
so they can be returned if lost, and lunchboxes, drink bottles etc also need to have names and be collected 
each day after breaks.  We usually have a large collection of unnamed items end up in ‘Lost Property’, and 
this is both inconvenient for students and costly for parents.  Please make sure that anything that comes to 
school has your child’s name clearly marked on it. 
 

Kinder Parent Morning Tea: We had a lovely time Monday morning when many of the Kinder parents 

joined us in the staffroom for morning tea.  This was a wonderful informal opportunity for parents to mingle 
and meet. It proved a great success! We look forward to providing more opportunities throughout the year 
for further parent gatherings! 

 

Dibels Testing:  Now that routines have been established and children are familiar with their teachers 

and  classmates, we are moving into our formal testing phase. Teachers are working to analyse their        
student’s strengths in a number of areas, especially reading.  One of the key areas we test across the school 
is a child’s Oral Reading Fluency. This is the ability to effortlessly translate letters to sounds and sounds to 
words. A fluent reader is able to decode words automatically, without being conscious of what they are   
doing. This then enables readers to be able to focus their attention on comprehending the meaning of the 
text. It’s a little like reading a medical text – for those of us who are not medics, we may be able to work out 
the words but the meaning is lost as our brain was too busy sorting the pronunciation of the words to spend 
time working out the meaning of what we were reading. Our aim is to enable all students to reach a level of 
oral fluency, which empowers them to make meaning from text.  The testing tool we use is the acronym 
‘Dibels’. Each child from Kinder to Year 6 will sit with a Teacher who administers a standardized set of    
reading procedures which are designed to identify children’s progress and enable teachers to determine  
appropriate levels of instructional support as well as monitor their progress. The passages and other tests 
are calibrated for each grade level. After reading fluency levels have been established, teachers work across 
the grade to devise programs, which target the students’ areas of need.   
 

Morning Routine- Drop and Go:  It’s lovely to see how well our students have settled into school     

procedures, and how quickly the Kinder children are becoming ‘old hands’ at school routines.  To help those 
who still feel a little insecure at the beginning of the day, Parents, please assist your child by dropping them 
at the gate instead of bringing them all the way into the playground.  This gives them a sense if                 
independence, and avoids any trauma associated with watching mum or dad leaving them. This also avoids 
any problems with younger children wanting to play on the equipment, which is out of bounds in the     
morning for safety reasons. We have a teacher rostered on the Hill St Gate to assist with this transition. 
Thank you for helping to make this new experience exciting and positive for our children. 

Focus of the Week 

We are                
responsible for 
our belongings. 



Don’t forget to wear your hat!!  It is great to see how many students are remembering to bring 

their hats and wear them in the playground.  Please remember that hats must be worn in the          
playground for all of Terms 1 and 4.  
 

Assembly:  We began our Class Assemblies last week with Yr 6H showcasing the work they have 

been doing so far this term.  What a great way to begin! Thank you 6H! This week Yr 5C will have their 
Assembly. We would love you to come and join us for our Assemblies, which are held on Friday       
afternoon from 2.15-2.55pm.  This timeslot enables more learning time in the key parts of the day, and 
offers an opportunity for parents to enjoy seeing the children’s hard work before taking their children 
home for the weekend. A reminder that bus zones will be in place during Assembly time so please 
park around the corner in March or Byng Street to avoid parking in the Bus Bay and receiving a fine.  
 
All parents and friends are very welcome to join us for all our Assemblies.   
 

Wishing you a wonderful week, 

Robyn Petty 

PARKING SIGNS AROUND OUR SCHOOL 

Please be mindful of parking signs around the school.  These provisions are in place 

for the safety of all students and parents.  Please obey all parking restrictions.    

Parking Rangers are very prevalent before and after school hours and doing the 

wrong thing will almost certainly result in a fine.  This includes the dangerous    

practise of double parking to drop off your child.  Please see below a refresher on the 

rules that apply to these signs.  Information obtained from the NSW RMS Site. 

No Parking 

You must not stop 

for more than two 

minutes in a No 

Parking area. You must     

remain in or within 3 metres 

of the vehicle. 

No stopping/

no standing 

These signs 

mean that in the area in the 

direction of the arrow you 

must not stop your vehicle at 

any point on the road or 

kerb, unless there is a     

medical or other emergency. 

Bus zone 
 

This sign means that in 

the direction of the   

arrow or arrows you are 

not allowed to stop your    

vehicle unless you are driving 

a bus. 
 

Hours of operation may apply 

to some signs.  



Gospel Reflection - Matthew 5:13-16 

In this week’s Gospel Jesus tells us that it’s easy to love those who love us – anyone 

can do that. The test of Christian love is to love those who seem unlovable or even 

seek to make themselves appear unlovable. It’s easy to stop saying hello to the person 

who never says hello back. It’s easy to avoid the person who makes you                  

uncomfortable. It’s easy to hate the person who’s nasty to you. What Jesus says is that 

these are the people who we must love. If we are only polite, pleasant and hospitable 

to our friends then we are failing to follow the footsteps of Jesus. A major theme of 

the Gospel reading is ‘Love as God loves’. This week - Let go of your anger. Give up 

your grudge. Open yourself up to God. 

 

Around the Rooms 

During Religion lessons Year 1 are focusing on the sacrament of Baptism. In class the students have been looking 

at the symbols of Baptism and that Baptism is a sacrament of initiation into the Church family. They have also had 

the chance to   dramatise a Baptism in the classroom. The students have heard the story from Mark’s Gospel ‘Jesus 

and the Children’ (Mark 10:13-16).  Through this story the students experience Jesus as one who welcomes, loves 

and includes them.  

 

School Masses and Liturgies 

On Thursday Year 5 will attend the Parish Mass in St Joseph’s Church at 9:30am. Mr Josh Dunn, Parish Family 

Educator, will speak to the students before Mass about the main themes of the Gospel. We invite all Year 5 families 

to come and pray with the Year 5 Students. 

 

Ash Wednesday  

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent in our liturgical year. This year students from Years 3-6 will attend 

Mass on Wednesday 26th February to celebrate Ash Wednesday with our Parish at 10:00am. The students in K-2 

will attend a liturgy in the Church at 12:30pm organised by our Year 2 students and teachers.  We welcome all   

families to join us for the Ash Wednesday celebrations.  

 

To find out more about Ash Wednesday and the season of lent, have a look at this short clip Lent and Ash    

Wednesday in 3 Minutes. 

Opening School Mass 

I would like to thank the Year 6 students and teachers for leading us in our Opening School Mass last week. The 

students showed great leadership in the way they helped their Kindergarten buddies. Thank you to the teachers for 

helping to prepare a reverent and prayerful Mass for the beginning of our school year. Congratulations to all Year 6 

students for being commissioned as leaders at this Mass. 

 

Sacraments 

For all families with students making reconciliation and First Holy Communion a reminder to book a time to have a 

Family Faith Meeting. Bookings can be made through Compass.  

 

Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 

https://youtu.be/Xo1mjuy1NA0
https://youtu.be/Xo1mjuy1NA0
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Commissioning Assembly for Mini Vinnies and MEGS 
  
This year the members of  Mini Vinnies and MEGS (McAuley                     
Environmental Group) will be commissioned at an afternoon School     
Assembly in Kenna Hall. This is where members will make their pledge 
and be badged to show their dedication to their chosen group. The date 
of  this event is Friday 6th March, 2020 at 2:10pm at Kenna Hall. 
  
On the Sunday following this Commissioning Assembly (8th March), the 
students and their families are encouraged to attend the 9:30am Parish 
Mass at St Joseph’s Church to receive a special blessing. This special 
mass will make up part of  Catholic Schools Week. 
  
There will then be a little celebratory morning tea in Kenna Hall for our 
newly appointed members. We hope you can join us to acknowledge 
what these wonderful students do for our school and wider                  
communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kate Wright 

  
 
 

MEGS  
McAuley Environmental Group 
 



 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE A CHILD STARTING SCHOOL IN 2021? 

CATHERINE MCAULEY IS RUNNING SCHOOL TOURS! 

PLEASE PHONE OUR OFFICE TO BOOK A TOUR ON 6361 3344 

WHEN:   MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY - 9:30am - 10:00am 

  TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 MONDAY 2ND MARCH - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 TUESDAY 3RD MARCH - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 

FAMILY FAITH MEETINGS - YEAR 3 

 

 

 

Further to the Sacramental Meeting that you will have attended recently, we 

have opened bookings for you to book your Family Faith Meeting.  These 

meetings will be held at the Parish Office.  Please make your booking via 

Compass.  You should have a notification on the Compass App.  Please 

contact the school if you have any problems making your appointment.  

If you were unable to attend the parent meeting, please contact Liss Ryan at 

the Parish Office - 6362 2378 or Email: sacraments@orange.cdob.org.au 

Brooke Church 

Religious Education Coordinator  



Phones & Smartwatches 
Dear Parents  

The exponential growth of technology and its role in education for the 21st Century  
Student, has been very exciting but also very challenging. Students are faced with more 
distractions than ever before and are struggling to maintain focus and concentration, 
manage impulsivity and avoid distraction. It is our role to help support them to develop 
as successful learners.  

In order to support students’ learning and positive wellbeing, the school will no longer 
permit students to have their phones or smartwatches with them during school hours. 
They may drop them off at the office in the morning for safekeeping and pick them up 
before the end of the school day.   

We wish to keep our students focused on learning. Thank you for your support.  

Belinda Forbes - Primary Coordinator 

MERIT AWARDSMERIT AWARDSMERIT AWARDS   

Vyv Catterson Tom Dellow Jasmine Smith 

Edie Short Felix Wolf Nellie Cain 

Ngoc Nhu Vu Bradley Palmer Fletcher Grivink 

Chloe Gillespie Ella Brayshaw Sebastian Mullins 

Charlie Baker Maci Harvey Michael Rawsthorne 

Alan Thomas Sienna Palmer Brock Ralston 

Layla Williams Max Bennett Matilda Johnson 

May Kennedy Sam Crosby Macklin Everett 

Josephine Cardiff Wade Townsend Rosie Hamilton 

Jessica Williams Hugh Franklyn Lewis Vaughan 

Brooke Vaughan Benjamin Delaney Gabrielle Cain 

Ainsley Hogarth Matthew Crump Aimee Neich 

Matilda Spicer Ethan Agland Tara Simpson 

Max Zocco Abel Tom Alex Fraser 

Archie Budworth Luciano Manca Wil Kennedy 

Ellie Mackin Andrea Edwin Aira Nugroho 

Julie Loecker Eamon Franklyn Macey Lenehan 

Cassidy Hanrahan Ryan Williams Jack Curran 

Ethan Wasow Charlie Armitt Stella Ross 

Ali Gavin Ryan Gibson Audrey Seale 

   



McAuley Swimming Carnival 
 
Congratulations to all McAuley students for their wonderful efforts at the swimming carnival. The    
teachers and students would like to thank ALL the Parents who gave up work and their time to make 
the carnival a success.  Without you our carnivals can’t exist. 
 

The Great Woomera House unfortunately this year, fell just short of victory, we must congratulate    
Kabbarli on finishing first this year.   
 

Age champions for the events are as follows:   
 

12 Yrs   Grace Edwards - Bennelong    Thomas Tancred - Woomera 
 

11 Yrs   Madison Floyd - Euroa   Bailey Gardiner  - Woomera 
 

10 Yrs   April Gardiner - Woomera   Matthew Crump - Kabbarli 
 

9 Yrs    Brooke Vaughan - Kabbarli   Cooper Judge - Bennelong 
 

8 Yrs   Elsie Vial - Kabbarli    Lincoln Hainsworth - Bennelong 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Southern Region Carnival is in Orange on the 25th February, your child will receive a note by     
Friday informing you if they have made it to the next level. 
 
Scott Hudson 
Primary Coordinator 



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SPORT? 
 

Ladies, Gentlemen, children of all ages welcome to the 2020 Catherine McAuley Sports Page. 

This week we will be focusing on some of the major events  in our Sporting calendar for Terms 1-3.    
 

25th February - Southern Regional Swimming Carnival - Orange (only for those students who gain selection 

at school carnival). 
 

4th March - AFL regional competition for Year 5/6 - in Orange - selected team only 
 

11th March - Dio Swimming Carnival- Dubbo (only for those selected from Southern regional carnival) 
 

Week 3 - Rugby Union/League Trials at school  for Year 5 and Year 6 students (this is for both 7’s and 10’s 

tournaments later in the year).  Students must play either league or union or have played in the top school 

team in 2019 to trial, due to the physicality of the sport.  Those selected will then have to supply age, height 

and weight to the governing body of the respective carnivals for the union competitions.  (13 year olds are 

not allowed to compete in the 10’s rugby union tournament according to the rules) 
 

Week 7 - Winter sports trials for Diocese at school for various sports open to Year 5 and Year 6 students.  If 

selected, trials will be in Bathurst on the 3rd April. All sports are in the open primary section except Rugby 

League which has an Under 11 section. 
 

17th March - Dio AFL trials Bathurst - open to only those students in Year 5 or 6 that play AFL. 
 

27th March - School Primary Athletics Carnival- Sheehan 
 

2nd April - Rugby Union 7’s tournament held in Orange 
 

3rd April - Dio Winter Sports Trials- Bathurst 
 

30th April - Russel Richardson (Year 3 and 4)  and David Peachey (Year 5 and 6) in Orange. This is no 

longer a competitive tournament so students no longer go through to finals in Dubbo and then        

Sydney.  This decision made by the competition organisers . 
 

1st May - Polding Trials- Bathurst (only for selected students from Dio trials in Bathurst) 
 

5th May - Coolah Cross Country.  Trials will be held at school 8th of April throughout the day.   
 

29th May - Polding Touch at Port Macquarie (for students who were selected in 2019) 
 

5th June - 10’s regional final day  Orange - qualify for Sydney - Pupil Free Day however students will be 

still competing .  If successful 3rd August - Sydney Rugby Union 10’s (must win in Orange on 5th of 

June to be invited) 
 

16th June - School Cup Netball - Bathurst (school selected team, if qualify they then play 5th August         

Regional Final in Orange) 
 

31st July - Southern Region Athletics - Blayney (students selected from school primary carnival) 
 

20th August - Dio Athletics-Dubbo (only for those students selected from Southern Carnival) 

 

1st September - Netball Penrith (selected school team) 

 

Scott Hudson 

Primary Coordinator 



 
Help us to bring HOPE to those in need this Lent. 
All money raised will go to Project Compassion.  

 

PANCAKES

 

TUESDAY 25th February 
 

 
 

Shrove Tuesday 
 

Mini Vinnies will be selling pancakes at lunch time for 50c.  
*Year 6 buddies will take Kindergarten students over at the 

beginning of lunch to assist them with their purchase.  



Catherine McAuley Health Blog 

Boost the Day with a Better Breakfast  
Did you know, that about two thirds of Australian teachers, report that 

children are starting their school day feeling hungry?  

Of course, there’s a number of reasons for this, including time and     

financial pressures, but also a poor understanding of the health benefits 

of a nutritious breakfast. 

Eating a nutritious breakfast is important for everyone – but especially 

for kids!  

Skipping it can cause a range of health problems for children,             

contribute to poor academic performance and can even cause              

behavioural problems in the classroom. Providing a well-balanced breakfast, will provide adequate   

energy to boost them during the day, and will also support physical growth, as well as their mental   

development and concentration levels…. which our teachers love! In addition to that, breakfast also 

provides the following benefits: 

Helps to support the maintenance of a healthy body weight & decrease the likelihood of obesity; 

Brightens their mood, which helps to build a positive self-image; 

Develops positive breakfast habits that they will take into adulthood. 

 

Breakfasts don’t need to take hours to prepare either. Here’s some really quick and simple  
ideas: 

Whole-wheat or wholegrain breakfast cereals e.g. rolled oats, muesli, 
bran, wheat flakes or wheat biscuits;  

Wholemeal or multigrain toast with baked beans, eggs, cheese or 
spreads (eg: cottage cheese or ricotta); 

Fresh (or frozen) fruit & yoghurt; 
Fruit smoothies with milk, yoghurt and soft fruit 
Wholegrain toasted sandwich with cheese and tomato, or banana & 

peanut butter 
 
NB: Try to limit fruit juice as it contains lots of sugar. Go for fresh 
or frozen fruit instead.  
 
If your child tries to avoid breakfast, or insists they’re not hungry, try the following tips to    
inspire them: 

Offer healthy breakfast choices in a variety of ways, as it may take multiple times before your child 
develops a taste for it; (eg: eggs can be boiled, scrambled or poached); 

Eat the same breakfast foods as your child, as this will model healthy breakfast habits; 
Involve them in preparing their breakfast and in trying new foods in different and creative ways. 

Making a fun little routine out of breakfast time, can be a great way to set up everyone’s day! 
 

Cherie Rivas 
Partner in Health & Wellness 



 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Jayde Lewis, Oscar 

Nunn, Victoria Townsend, Bridget Waters, Archie Cox, Annabel Dunn, Benjamin Mathews, 

Harry Grinter, Charlotte Townsend and Natalie Gavin. 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 
Casual Booking $15.00 
*Nutritional breakfast included 
After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 
Casual booking $26 
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack. 
Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 
For further information and to receive a booking pack  

Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

Day 9:30am 10:30am 11:30am 

Wednesday - To Be Advised - 

Thursday - To Be Advised - 

Friday  To Be Advised  

Wednesday 26th February to Friday 28th February  

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


 

McAuley Clothing  

Pool Open 

 

Monday 24th February 

9:00am - 10:00am 



90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Interesting Fact of the 

Week 

There is at least ten times 

as much crime on TV as 

there is in the real world. 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 6:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 6:00pm 

Thursday 20th February 

Year 5 Parish Mass 9:30am 

Friday 21st February 

5C Assembly 2:10pm 

Monday 24th February 

School Tours for new families 9:30am-10:00am (phone office to book a 

place) 

Clothing Pool Open 9:00am-10:00am 

Tuesday 25th February 

School Tours for new families 9:30am-10:00am (phone office to book a 

place) 

Southern Region Swimming Carnival (Selected Students) 

Wednesday 26th February 

Ash Wednesday Mass Year 3 - Year 6 - 10:00am 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy Year K - Year 2 12:30pm 

Thursday 27th February 

Year 4 Parish Mass 9:30am 

Friday 28th February 

4P Assembly 2:10pm 

Monday 2nd March 

Catholic Schools Week begins 

School Tours 9:30am-10:00am 

Tuesday 3rd March 

School Tours 9:30am-10:00am 

Friday 6th March 

Assembly to badge MEGS & Mini Vinnies Members 2:10pm 

Wednesday 11th March 

Dio Swimming Carnival (Selected Students) 

Year 2 excursion to Beekeepers Inn 

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 


