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COMING EVENTS 

 

Thursday 20th February 

Swimming Carnival 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Our Conduct 

It is not sufficient that Jesus Christ be formed in 
us; 

He must be recognised in our conduct. 

 

Catherine McAuley 1778-1841 

 
Our Annual school swimming carnival will be taking place at the Orange 
Aquatic Centre tomorrow, Thursday.  I know the day will be a testimony to 
the hard work that has been put in by Mrs Carpenter and Mrs Connor in 
getting the carnival organised. We are also indebted to the enormous 
amount of parents who have offered to help on the day.  It is a day that does 
require some "specialised" help and we are very grateful to those who have 
rearranged their work roster to help us out. 

 

For whatever reason the number of students who have entered the carnival 
is not a large percentage of our student body and it is of some concern    
especially when so many senior students do not feel they can swim one lap 
of the pool freestyle.  Swimming safety is a very important life skill and I do 
encourage parents to take the time to make sure their children have the 
basic fundamentals of swimming safety.  We do not ask that all children be 
champions but simply that they can swim 50 metres.  There will be many 
times in their life when they will need such skills, either to swim             
themselves or possibly save someone who is in difficulty.  The fact of the 
matter is that many people spend a lot of the summer in water but don't 
actually swim.  As well, it is proven that children who spend some time at 
swimming training will sleep better! 

 

Michael Croke 

Catholic Parish of Orange         Sesqui Centenary          150 years    

(1864- 2014)  



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Student of the Week: Congratulations to the following children who were awarded student of the week:   

Maggie May, Mia Johns, Bailey Gardiner, Zahli Bennett, Emily Ryan, Lilly Nonnenmacher, Cleo McGinley, Kiara 

Scrimshaw, Rachel Masling, Jerin Joe, William Rodwell, Meg Lenehan, Hamish Gibson, Maddalena Stone,     

Hannah Edwards, Lucas Blashki, Nyakot Malual, Emily Wykes, Emily Vardenega. 

Parent Information Evenings:  Thank you to the parents who were able to attend the Parent Information 

Evenings over the last two weeks.  This a valuable opportunity to meet the teachers and hear the routines and 

expectations of your child’s grade.  Next year the Parent Information Nights will be held on the one evening.  

We will all gather in Kenna Hall to hear common messages throughout the school. Then parents will have the 

opportunity to visit the classrooms.  Information will be sent out early next year with the details. 

Swimming Carnival: The Catherine McAuley Swimming Carnival will be held on Thursday 20th February at 

the Orange Aquatic Centre.  All children are to come to school and catch the bus to the pool.  Parents may take 

their children from the pool at the conclusion of the carnival as long as they see the child’s class teacher.    

Children are to wear sports uniform however they are permitted to wear a shirt & hat in their house colour.  

Children may also wear thongs if they are attending the Swimming Carnival.  As it could be a cold day please 

ensure children have their school tracksuit and a spare towel which are labelled with their name.  Recess & 

Lunch will be provided for officials.   

Whole School Assembly:  Year 6 will host and present work at the whole school assembly in Kenna Hall on 

Friday 7th March commencing at 12.00pm.  All welcome. 

Sabbatical Week: Next week is Sabbatical Week therefore there will be no homework which will bring a smile 

to many faces! 

Mathletics & Reading Eggs: As was the case last year all children will be given a subscription to Mathletics 

and Reading Eggs online learning programs.  The children will use the programs at school and will also have 

access to them at home.  These are expensive programs however we believe they are great tools to add to the 

great opportunities the children already have to help them learn and keep them motivated.   

UNSW Tests: Later in the year children will be given the opportunity to participate in the UNSW Tests.       

Children will be invited to nominate and pay the entry fee to participate in these tests.  These are challenging 

tests, which allow the school community to celebrate the achievements and gifts of students who have talent 

in these Key Learning Areas. 

Professional Learning:  Last Wednesday Mrs Aumuller and Mrs Derwin attended an in-service on the New 

English Curriculum that we have begun to implement throughout K-6.  Mr Croke and I attended an in-service 

on Compliance last Friday.  Compliance is something that is gaining importance in our changing world and 

something that ensures safety and high standards in our schools. Mrs Miller and Miss Wilson attended an ICT 

in-service yesterday, ICT is an integral part in the learning of the children in our school.  Mr Hudson and Mr 

Gough attended an AFL Level 1 Coaching course on Monday in order to provide the children with                   

opportunities in this game.  

Lunch boxes, containers & drink bottles:  The number of lunch boxes and drink bottles that are left on the 

playground after recess and lunch is amazing.  The teachers are currently having a blitz to ensure they are all 

picked up.  The number of these items without names on them is disappointing.  They are expensive items to 

replace.  Please assist us in ensuring all items are labelled so they can be returned easily to the owner! 

 

Steve Maguire 

 

___________________________________________________ 



FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Compassion:  This week children should have started to bring home their Project            
Compassion boxes.  The theme this year for Project Compassion comes from St Johns Gospel: (John 
10:10) “Have life, and have it to the full”.  Caritas Australia, who run Project Compassion, have     
identified groups of people in six different areas around the world, including Australia, who            
desperately need our help to bring about  ‘fullness of life’.  Throughout Lent, we will look at how we 
can help people in Brazil, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Solomon Islands, the Philippines and Australia 
through our contributions to Project Compassion. More information is available from the Caritas 
Australia website www.caritas.org.au. Please take the time to talk to your children about how we can 
help those who are so vulnerable.   

 

Conversations About Catholics:  If anyone would still like to join our “Conversations about          
Catholics” discussion groups, there are still two more sessions. These take place in the School Chapel 
behind St Joseph’s Church from 9.15 on Tuesday for between 60-90 minutes.  For further                 
information, please request a form from the office. 

 

Year Four Grade Mass this Week:  Congratulations to Year 4 on their lovely Grade Mass today.  It 
was lovely to see the support they received as they began our Grade Masses for this year.  You are 
always very welcome to join us at any or all of our Liturgical celebrations. Our next celebration will 
be for Ash Wednesday on 5th March at 10.00am.  This will also be a Parish Mass for this special day.  

 

Wishing you a great week, 

God Bless, 

Robyn Petty 

INTERESTING FACT OF THE WEEK 

Eskimos use refrigerators to stop their food from freezing. 

May we see all people 
through the eyes of God, 

recognizing that all people 
have the right to the full-

ness of life. 

http://www.caritas.org.au


FROM THE PRIMARY COORDINATOR 

 
Passive Play Areas 

Children like to play in many different ways. Many enjoy running around, kicking a ball or climbing 

on equipment. Some children prefer more passive play areas. At Catherine McAuley we are            

committed to providing as many different “play” areas as possible.  A walk through the playground 

shows numerous active play spaces such as cricket nets, basketball hoops, handball courts and 

climbing equipment. Children in the Hill St site have the option of also using the “Quiet Area” where 

they are able to participate in a variety of activities such as games, and craft.  At the Byng St Campus 

children may choose to play with cars, dress up clothes and other “pretend” play.  Recently we have 

been fortunate enough to have “soft fall” installed under the large tree in the Byng St playground. 

This has provided another great shaded space for playing in a passive manner.  The photos below 

show the children enjoying this space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Exiting the Byng St Playground 

 A big thank you to parents collecting their children from 

Byng St in the afternoon. Your co-operation in using the gate in Sale St and the gate closer to the play 

equipment allows teachers to safely move children to buses.  

REMINDER-THE LANEWAY NEXT TO THE BYNG ST BUILDING IS NOT TO BE USED BY                 

PEDESTRIANS. 

Please do not use the laneway next to the Byng St building at any time.  This laneway has a constant 

flow of traffic and is not safe for pedestrian use. 

Note Return 

Thank you to parents who have returned the many notes that went home with the newsletter last 

week.  If you have not already done so, please return them as soon as possible.  If you have misplaced 

your notes, copies of each note are available on the website or at the school office. 

 

Clare Miller 



MUSIC & DRAMA 

BIRTHDAYS 

TUCKSHOP 

Happy Birthday to the following children :  Arabella Gibson, Sascha Duffy, 

Thomas Horan, Mackenzie Innes, Ethan Baiju, Sean Dwyer, Hannah Bartimote, Or-

lando Manca, Hayley Norris, Hugh Vaughan. 

Roster—Commencing Monday 24th February to Friday 28th February, 2014 

Day   9.30am—11.30am  11.30am—2.00pm 

Monday  S Dean    S Bohringer      

Tuesday  P Bartimote   C Schafer     

Wednesday      Z Wells 

Thursday  G Bieniek    N Parkes / R Rolton 

Friday  A Karbowiak / L Ryan  L Rodd / K Collins / J Griffiths 

        R Wasow (12:45—1:45pm) 

BAND  

Due to the Swimming Carnival on Thursday this week, Training Band rehearsal will be held on Friday 
during lunchtime. Thank you to all those parents who have organised their children's instruments 
and lessons.  You'll be amazed how quickly the current squeaks and squeals will begin to sound like 
music! 

Anne Allan  

LIBRARY 

Infants Library 

At the beginning of the new year it’s a good opportunity to revise some of our Library rules to ensure our 
books are well cared for.  

The children are asked : 

      to wash their hands before reading their books. 

      not to eat or drink while reading their books. 

      to keep their books out of reach of younger brothers and sisters. 

      to keep their books in their Library bag when they are not being read. 

 to return their Library books in their Library bag each week for Library. 

Occasionally an accident will occur with a Library book. If something happens a note explaining this would be 
appreciated. Our books are very expensive and if we all take care of them they will last for many years. 

Elizabeth Sergeant 

Kindergarten News 

Congratulations to Kindergarten on their great display at Bobbies for the Banjo Paterson Festival. 

They had a display of animals from the Banjo book "The Animals Noah Forgot" 

Helen Croke 



CLASS OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

This term as part of English we have been completing a Book study on 

“Onion Tears” by Diana Kidd.  It tells the story of a young girl who became a refugee and started a new life in Australia.  6H 

decided to write some poetry on the subject. 

A Refugee’s Perspective 

 

I’m sad and lonely, 

I feel like I’m lost, 

I don’t need very much, 

Just enough to pay the cost. 

 

The boat ride was horrible, 

I started getting teary, 

As I was so far from home, 

Which made me feel weary. 

 

I know I’m not the only one, 

Others could be worse off than me, 

People might be stuck and worried, 

Hopefully they will let them be.  

 

Bu it is also good, 

I have got a new loving family that 

cares, 

I must admit I like it here, 

Compared to at home where         

everyone stared. 

 

Would you like it? 

Being like me? 

Wouldn’t you wish you were set 

free? 

 

Tara Yeghoyan   

 

A Refugee     

Sometimes I think and wonder, 

What would become of me. 

If I had not escaped, 

And become a refugee. 

 

Would they have sent the          

soldiers, 

As cruel as cruel can be. 

Would they have simply shot me 

dead 

If I had not decided to flee. 

 

What had happened to my        

parents? 

Had they been sent to hell? 

I guess I should call myself lucky, 

That I’m not there as well. 

 

The waves crashed over the boat, 

As my thoughts began to swell. 

The thought of my soon to be 

home, 

Was better than that living hell. 

 

Now I’m glad I’m here, 

As happy as I could be. 

Now a lot of people can see, 

I’m more than a refugee. 

 

Thomas Dews 

 

I’m No Different To You 

 

I am a refugee, 

I was forced to leave my land, 

I’ve found a safe place to live, 

I just need a helping hand. 

 

I had to leave my family, 

And now I am alone, 

It may not be much but, 

I need I place to call home. 

 

Please don’t treat me differently, 

I want to be the same, 

I just want some friends, 

To help me through this pain. 

 

You take everything for granted, 

Can’t you see? 

You may not have everything, 

But you are luckier than me. 

 

I know I am a refugee, 

I am a person too, 

Get to know me and you will see, 

 

“ I’m No Different To You” 

 

Jada Hatch 

 


