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The joys of my state are 

many, and I feel the most 

lively gratitude. 

Catherine McAuley 

On Thursday and Friday last week I had the pleasure of accompanying 
Grade 6 on their annual Canberra overnight excursion.  As a post Covid 
excursion it did involve some tricky organising and I thank Mr Scott 
Hudson for his efforts in this organisation.  I also extend a big thank you 
to Mrs Mulligan, Mrs Haydon and Mrs Garnon who joined the children 
on the excursion. The latter two ladies are not Grade 6 teachers but     
generously offered to go with the children. Mr Hudson was rewarded for 
his efforts with the Wests Tigers victory on the Friday night!  
 
 I wish to make comment on the behaviour of the students from Grade 6 
on the excursion; it was exemplary at all levels and drew comment in 
many places. Their participation in all the educational activities, their 
manners and decorum at the accommodation and most importantly the 
way they were always concerned for each other. They were a pleasure to 
be with and a magnificent advertisement for Catherine McAuley School. I 
thank them for it.  
 
Our Federal Member Andrew Gee met with the students and had this to 
say about them "Catherine McAuley is a wonderful school and I was very 
impressed with Year 6 - they're great ambassadors for our region and 
their parents and school should be very proud of them. 

 

Michael Croke 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 



  
 

Focus of the Week:  This week we are looking at how we treat others with respect in the playground and 
in the classroom.  There have been a number of incidents recently where students have acted in ways 
that are disrespectful to both teachers and other students. Respect means listening and responding to 
others appropriately, doing what is asked of you by Teachers and making sure your words and actions 
don’t make others feel unsafe. We always need to be aware how our words and actions affect others. 
 
Important points for students: 
 We need to show respect towards our teachers and other students. 
 We need to follow teachers’ instructions without arguing or interrupting.·       
 Everyone deserves to feel safe at school - don’t use words and actions that make people feel           

unsafe.       
 Treat everyone in our school community with respect. 
 
Kindergarten Enrolments for 2022 Close This Friday, 21st May!!  Please make sure all enrolments are in 
to the School Office this week: I am having a lovely time meeting new families and interviewing with our 
perspective Kinder children for next year. Applications are still open for Kinder 2022, but will close this 
Friday. If you know of someone who is considering sending their child to McAuley, especially in Kinder 
2022, please let them know they have until the end of this week, Friday, 21st May to have their             
applications in.  Enrolments after this date may not be able to be accepted if we have capacity in our 
classes for next year. Tours of the school and further enrolment information is available on our school 
number, 6361 3344. 
 

Year 6 Excursion to Canberra: Congratulations to our Year 6 students and the teachers who attended 
our annual Canberra Excursion last week.  It is always wonderful to hear how our students present     
themselves respectfully and responsibly as they represent our school.  Thank you also to Mrs Haydon, 
Mrs Garnon and Mr Croke, who accompanied the Year 6 and their teachers on this excursion.  I believe a 
great time was had by all!!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 

McAuley truly is a 

 great place to begin 

 your lifelong education! 



NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and Year 5:  Congratulations to our Year 3 and 5 students who completed their 
NAPLAN tests over the past week. This has been quite an accomplishment for all concerned, and I thank all 
Year 3 and 5 for their patience and application to this testing platform.  I would also like to thank Mrs      
Virginia Millikin who coordinated the entire school process, a huge job! The fact that all ran so smoothly is 
testament to the amount of hard work she put into the preparation.  Virginia was ably assisted by Mrs 
Shannon Cain who oversaw the technical aspect of this testing platform, once again, not an easy job,     
making sure all students had access to the online platform and juggling internet connections and           
dropouts!  I would also like to thank the  rest of the school for their cooperation during this time.  They 
were wonderful with keeping corridors quiet while testing took place and moving respectfully around the 
school.  Finally, the Year 3 and Year 5 teachers who were at the ‘coal face’ during the testing.  These ladies 
and gentlemen did a wonderful job of helping the students with access to this platform and most            
importantly, keeping classrooms calm and productive during testing times.  Well done everyone!! 
 
200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia!  Next week on 24th 
May we will be celebrating Catholic Education in Australia for 200 
years!  We are so proud of this achievement! It has been an amazing 
journey looking back over this period. Details of how we are             
celebrating this wonderful milestone are given later in this              
Newsletter. 
 
CWA Public Speaking:  We wish our public speaking finalists Grace Hilder, Poppy Grinter, Vaughn Bieniek 
and Thomas Cain well as they compete in the CWA Speaking Competition this week!  
 
Spelling Bee:  We also have our Spelling Bee finalists competing in Wellington this week.  Congratulations 
to Ena Robinson 3 Yellow, Rosie Hamilton 4 Yellow, Abel Tom 5 Maroon and Jayden Jomon 6 Yellow who 
will be representing our school.  We wish them all well. 
 
School Uniform:  Thank you to all who have sent their children to school correctly dressed in their full 
school uniform.  Please also remember that hair accessories also must be restricted to school colours of 
maroon or blue.  With this very cold weather, please also make sure children have a warm jacket to wear 
when outside.  As we don’t have a set jacket as part of our uniform, we would prefer a navy, maroon or a 
dark coloured jacket if possible please.  Also remember beanies, scarves and gloves on these wintery    
mornings!  If these could be navy, maroon or dark coloured too this would be great!   
 
Covid Funding:  We have now begun a number of new Intervention programs aimed primarily at our senior 
students, supporting their Literacy and Numeracy abilities.  Through the grant we were given from the   
Federal Government, we have been able to implement several new programs.  These will run for most of 
the next two terms and support a considerable number of students.  This money has been made available 
to schools to support the recovery of learning which has been affected by Covid.  
  
Pupil Free Day!!  Don’t forget our Pupil Free Day on Friday 11th June! This is the Friday before the long 
weekend, so enjoy a 4 day weekend!! 
 

Wishing you all a wonderful week, 

Robyn Petty 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pentecost  
John 20:19-22 - Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you”. After 
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As I have been sent, even so I send 
you”. And when he had said this, he breathed on them, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. 
 
This weekend the Church celebrates Pentecost. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to his disciples to 
give them strength and courage to go out into the world and tell others the message that he had taught. 
The Holy Spirit came and touched the disciples enabling them to speak languages and in ways so others 
could understand Jesus’ message. We see today the Holy Spirit represented as a flame or wind or the 
dove. The Holy Spirit touches each of us encouraging us to be loving, caring, faithful, fruitful servants of 
God.  
When are you aware of the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 

 
Pentecost prayer 

Holy Spirit, breath of God, search us out. 
Inspire us as a community of Christ’s people. 
Holy Spirit, breath of God, come amongst us. 

Bind us together with your love. 
Holy Spirit, breath of God, touch our minds and hearts. 

Give us the Word that renews and heals. 
Holy Spirit, breath of God, work through us. 

Companion us in our just and merciful actions. 
Amen. 

 
 

200 Years Catholic Education School Celebration  
On Monday our Year 4 students will lead our school in a Liturgy to     
celebrate 200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia. This is an        
exciting celebration for our school and all Catholic Schools around     
Australia. In 1820 the first Catholic School was established in             
Parramatta  by Fr John Therry. Today in Australia there are               
approximately 1,750 Catholic Schools educating over 777,000 students 
and employing 100,000 staff. As part of the celebrations for the day all 
students will receive a packet of chips and drink at recess time. 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN 2022 

ENROLMENTS CLOSE  

FRIDAY 21ST May  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Have a peaceful week. 
Brooke Church 
 
 

Term 2 Class Assemblies 

Class assemblies have begun. We are so excited that parents and friends will be able to attend 
assemblies. At this stage we ask that only parents and family from the presenting class attend 
the assembly due to Covid regulations and social distancing. Please check the Term   
calendar and weekly newsletter for the dates of class assemblies. We look forward to sharing 
and celebrating the wonderful things happening in our school with our parents and friends.  

Priest Visit and Reconciliation  
This week Year 6M will attend Reconciliation in their classroom as St Joseph's 
Church is closed while the remaining stained glass windows are removed for 
restoration. 

Rise Youth Festival 2021  
Registrations for RISE 2021 have opened. Deacon Josh Clayton has put together the following          
information regarding Rise. 
 
Where is RISE being held?  St Stanislaus’ College, 220 Bentinck St Bathurst  
 
What age is RISE aimed at?  Year 6 through to Year 9. 
 
Who will be there?  Participants (Year 6- Year 9 students) 
Youth Team (Year 10- Year 12 students) 
Guests (Gen Bryant, Catholic Mission, Vinnies Youth team and other workshop facilitators) 
Youth Ministers and Leadership Team (All adults will hold a current Working with Children Check. 
There will be both males and females, and a security guard overnight) 
 
 “Everyone's welcome, wherever they are at in their faith journey.”- Parish Priest 
 
What does the timetable look like for the days? 

 Meeting new people and making friends from across the Diocese 

 Keynote speakers  

 Small group discussions and challenges 

 Music, games and fun 

 Choose which workshops you’d like to attend  

 Opportunities for prayer, praise and worship and encountering Jesus  

 A way for participants to continue to be formed pre/post Confirmation. 

 
How do people register? 
 
Click here https://forms.gle/1h6mY4oA5nr4ao4h7  

https://forms.gle/1h6mY4oA5nr4ao4h7


 

 A meet and greet with the honourable Andrew Gee MP, 
Member for Calare, who also gave a special welcome to our 
school, Catherine McAuley, in Parliament 

 A guided tour of Parliament House which included sitting 
in a viewing room which overlooked the Senate and the 
House of Representatives whilst they were in session 

 A visit to Questacon, which is the National Science and Technology Centre, where the students enjoyed fun 
hands-on science displays and activities 

 A fun evening activity that involved developing their creative lego building skills 
 

The students would like to thank all those teachers that gave up time to accompany them to the excursion. Mr 
Croke did hear rumours that Mrs Garnon, Mrs Haydon and Mrs Mulligan believed it was a ‘dream holiday’ being 
accompanied by Mr Croke and Mr Hudson. 
 

The teachers would like to thank the students for their excellent representation of our school.  Respect to all was 
wonderful to see. 
 
 

Scott Hudson/Anne Mulligan 
 

Some Quotes from the Students about the trip. 
 

I really loved Questacon because I liked the shaking floor in the earthquake room and the cage lightning that    
created the effect of lightning! Oliver  
 

I loved the memorial statues along Anzac parade because it made me think about what the soldiers had to go 
through during war and what they sacrificed for our freedom.  Jaxon  
 

 I loved seeing the politicians in session at the House of Representatives. We had  really great seats in the viewing 
room above the parliament.  Ruby  
 

I really enjoyed spending time in the Rose garden outside old Parliament house because I had time to take some 
wonderful photos on my camera!  Francesca 
 

I really enjoyed building lego with my friends in the evening activity. I could be creative and it was fun! Samantha  
 

I loved Questacon! There were so many cool things to play with.  Arliyah  
 

My highlight was going to parliament house because we got to role play being in the Senate and meet Andrew 
Gee.  Luciano  
 

I loved mucking around in the rooms at the hotel. The hotel was cool because we had our own kitchen and got to 
be with our friends in the room!  Lara  
 
Please see some happy snaps on the following pages from the trip. 

Canberra excursion 
 
The  Year 6 students had a wonderful trip to 
Canberra last Thursday 13th and Friday 
14th May.  It was a jam packed two day trip 
which included the  following sites: 
 

 A guided tour along the significant        
military memorials along Anzac            
Parade - outside the War Memorial 

 The “Story of Canberra” guided tour - 
National Capital Exhibition at Regatta 
point 

 Parliamentary Education Office at          
Parliament House where students were 
able to role play being politicians in a 
room set up at the Senate and the House 
of Representatives 



 



 



INFANTS ATHLETICS CARNIVAL - KINDERGARTEN 
 
Kindergarten had a wonderful time at their first school athletics carnival last week. There were 
so many smiles as they crossed the finish line in running races and the enthusiasm shared      
during ball games and novelty events was enormous!  
 
We were so proud of their exceptional behaviour, participation, sportsmanship and spirit!  
 
Congratulations to our champions on the day, Dottie Johnson and Nash Selwood.   
 
Many thanks to our parent helpers and parent supporters on the day! 
 
Well done everyone! 



Year 4 Mini Vinnies’ visit to St Francis Aged Care Facility 
 
Last week, the Year 4 Mini Vinnies’ members visited the residents from St Francis Aged Care      
Facility. The children had such a delightful time, reading to the residents and singing songs with 
them. Mr Croke added some lovely harmonies to Mrs Garnon’s melodic tunes and you could ‘feel’ 
the happiness in the room. Social outreach is an important part of Mini Vinnies’ purpose and it 
was wonderful to witness the joy that the children and the elderly brought to each other. On the 
walk back home the students were buzzing! I heard the following comments: 
 
‘That made me so happy! I nearly cried happy tears while I was reading to them.’ Kaitlyn 
 
‘Old people are adorable! It was extra special for me because I don’t have Grandparents nearby.’ 
Evie 
 
‘I had so much fun….can we please go again? I really enjoyed Pete’s (resident) roars!’ (He was doing 
the animal noises from the book.) Ava 
 
Next week, Mrs Garnon and I will be taking the Year 3 Mini Vinnies’ members for a visit. I bet they 
will be glad to see more smiling faces and to hear beautiful voices. 
 
Mrs Wright 

 



Dates and times for Reconciliation, rehearsal and First Holy            
Communion for Term 2 2021 

 
We will have 2 weekends in Term 2, where your child will be able to celebrate their Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion. Please have a look at the above dates and if you are able to commit to all 3 
dates in your chosen group, please book in to the parent information day using the try booking 
link below. The dates you must be able to commit to include: 
 

1.  The parent information session, 
2.  Reconciliation and rehearsal  
3.  First Holy Communion date. 

 

At the parent information session you will be given details on how the Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion process will take place. You will also be given other details like how to book your 
child’s   Reconciliation and First Holy Communion Mass, what the candidates are to wear, and what 
forms need to be completed, what documentation i.e. Baptism certificates need to be submitted. 

What’s next: 
Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOYKL 

 

You will be able to make a booking for the Parent information session you wish to attend. 

This link will be open on 17th February. 
I look forward to seeing you at the Parent information session. 
 

Kind regards 

Liss Ryan 

Sacramental Coordinator 

Term 2 Term 2 

Group C 

 

Parent information session: 

Thursday 22nd April, 2021 

9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the 
Gathering Space. 
 

Reconciliation & rehearsal: 

Thursday 10th June, 2021 at  St Mary’s Church 
at 4:30pm 
 

First Holy Communion: 

Friday 11th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 
5:45pm 

Saturday 12th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church 
at 5:00pm 

Sunday 13th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church 
at 8:30am 

Sunday 13th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 
10:00am  
 

Group D 

 

Parent information session: 

Thursday 22nd April, 2021 

9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the 
Gathering Space. 
 

Reconciliation & rehearsal: 

Thursday 17th June, 2021 at  St Mary’s Church 
at 4:30pm 
 

First Holy Communion: 

Friday 18th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 
5:45pm 

Saturday 19th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church 
at 5:00pm 

Sunday 20th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church 
at 8:30am 

Sunday 20th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 
10:00am  
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOYKL


 

Kendric Tomas Eloise Power Grace Diduszko 

Loti Brodrick Henry Crump  Anabelle Hamilton 

Dominic DeGabriel Aiden Thomas Evie Hutchinson-Hunt 

Alby McRae Amelia Hillier Eva Wheatley 

Sophia Fogarty Matilda Lewis Owen Bennett 

Pollyanna Bailey Archie Eades Jasmine Smith 

Lane Bloomfield Amali Spurr Sienna Palmer 

Marcus Spagnolo Maria Gil Merchan Angela Gormly 

Finley Brooking Macy Maric Ruby Judge 

Elsie Vial Marco Sciuto Hunter Dukes 

May Kennedy Jesse Board Coco Portass 

Lachlan Dunkley Billy Dean Lilly Fieldus 

Lacey Wasil Emilie Turner Judd Zinga 

Mia Crombie Owen Vowles Ayush Sarapanahalli            

Ravikumar 

Toby Dickinson Archie Cox Myia Gibson 

Cjay Fogarty April Gardiner Andrew Gibson 

Tara Simpson Cooper Murray Natalie Gavin 

   

   

   

   

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk2 Term 2 



ORANGE SHOW  

The Orange Show was a lovely opportunity to show off just a small sample of the wonderful 
art being done by all classes throughout the school. Displays were put in both the Infants and 
Primary sections.  

 

Congratulations to the Infants classes for coming first place in their section.  



 

 

 

   

   

  

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Ava Eyles, Dorothy 

Johnson, Amelia Hillier, Cooper Judge, Jaxon Dobson, Saly Qaqos and Lacey Wasil. 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 

 

2022 KINDERGARTEN 

ENROLMENTS 

NOW OPEN 

Enrolments Close 21st May 



Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 
90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

Thursday  20th May 
Year 4 Parish Mass 9:30am (Cancelled due to church 
                                                       restoration) 
 
Friday 21st May 
Kindergarten 2022 Enrolments Close 
6 Yellow Assembly 2:10pm 
 
Thursday 27th May 
Kindergarten Parish Mass - 9:30am 
 
Friday 28th May 
5B Assembly 2:10pm 
 
Friday 4th  June 
4M Assembly 2:10pm 
 
Thursday 10th June 
Year 6 Parish Mass 9:30am 
 
Friday 11th June 
Pupil Free Day 
 
Monday 14th June 
Public Holiday 
 
Thursday 17th June 
Year 5 Parish Mass 9:30am 
 
Friday 18th June 
Assembly KY 2:10pm 
Family Sausage Sizzle  Lunch 1:30pm 
School Reports Sent Home 

Interesting Fact of the Week 

35 years after leaving school, the majority 

of people can still identify 90% of their 

classmates. 

 

 

Friday 11th June  

(Term 2) 

Pupil Free Day (This is 

also the Queen’s Birthday 

Long Weekend) 



 




