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The compass ... goes round its circle with-

out stirring from its centre. Now our centre 
is God from whom all our     actions should 

spring as from their source.  
Catherine McAuley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

Please find the revised dates for the 2019    

Pupil Free Days.  An earlier date of May 31st 

has been cancelled so the dates now are;  

 April 29th (Day 1 Term 2) 

 June 7th (Friday of long weekend) 

 July 22nd (Day 1 Term 3) 

 

Michael Croke 

 



Our School RulesOur School Rules                                                                Focus of the WeekFocus of the Week  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Kinder Parent Morning Tea: We had a lovely time yesterday morning when many of the Kinder parents joined us in the 
staffroom for morning tea.  This was a wonderful informal opportunity for parents to mingle and meet.  It proved a great 
success!  We look forward to providing more opportunities in the future for further parent gatherings! 

 

Dibels Testing:  Now that routines have been established and children are familiar with their teachers and classmates, we 
are moving into our formal testing phase. Teachers are working to analyse their student’s strengths in a number of areas, 
especially reading.  One of the key areas we test across the school is a child’s Oral Reading Fluency.  This is the ability to 
effortlessly translate letters to sounds and sounds to words. A fluent reader is able to decode words automatically,       
without being conscious of what they are doing. This then enables readers to be able to focus their attention on            
comprehending the meaning of the text. It’s a little like reading a medical text – for those of us who are not medics, we 
may be able to work out the words but the meaning is lost as our brain was too busy sorting the pronunciation of the 
words to spend time working out the meaning of what we were reading. Our aim is to enable all students to reach a level 
of oral fluency, which empowers them to make meaning from text.  The testing tool we use is the acronym ‘Dibels’. Each 
child from Kinder to Year 6 will sit with a Teacher Assistant who administers a standardized set of passages and              
procedures which are designed to identify children who may need additional instructional support as well as monitor their 
progress. The passages are calibrated for each grade level. After reading fluency levels have been established, teachers 
work across the grade to devise programs, which target the students’ areas of need.   

 

Morning Routine - Drop and Go:  It’s lovely to see how well our students have settled into school procedures, and how 
quickly the Kinder children are becoming ‘old hands’ at school routines.  To help those who still feel a little insecure at the 
beginning of the day, Parents, please assist your child by dropping them at the gate instead of bringing them all the way 
into the playground.  This gives them a sense of independence, and avoids any trauma associated with watching mum or 
dad leaving them.  This also avoids any problems with younger children wanting to play on the equipment, which is out of 
bounds in the morning for safety reasons. Thank you for helping to make this new experience exciting and positive for our 
children. 

  

Don’t forget to wear your hat!!  It is great to see how many students are remembering to bring their hats and wear them 
in the playground.  Please remember that hats must be worn in the playground for all of Terms 1 and 4.  

 

Assembly:  This week we begin our Class Assemblies.  This year they will be held on Friday afternoon from                  
2:15pm-2:55pm.  This enables more learning time in the key parts of the day, and offers an opportunity for parents to  
enjoy seeing the children’s hard work before taking their children home for the weekend. A reminder that bus zones will 
be in place during Assembly time so please park around the corner in March or Byng Street to avoid parking in the Bus 
Bay and receiving a fine. All parents and friends are very welcome to join us for all our Assemblies.   

 

Robyn Petty 

Assistant Principal 

 

Showing       
respect in    
Assembly 



SACRAMENTS 2019 (taken from the Parish Overview) 

The Parish Sacramental Coordinator is Mrs Shannon Cain. If you would like to         
request the sacraments of First Holy Communion, Confirmation, or First Reconciliation 
for your child in 2019, Shannon can be contacted at this email address:                   
sacraments.orange@cdob.org.au. All families requesting a sacrament need to attend 
one individual ‘family faith meeting’ with a representative of the parish. These       
meetings are so we can make personal contact with you and support you in helping 
guide your child in his or her faith development. Information about making a booking 
for a family faith meeting will be available shortly. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND FIRST RECONCILIATION First Holy Communion 
may be requested when a child is a baptised Catholic who is at least in Year 3. The 
children will celebrate the sacrament of First Reconciliation (if they have not already 
done so) as part of their preparation for First Holy Communion. Wednesday 8th May - 
Parent Meeting in Kenna Hall at either 9:30am or 7:00pm Wednesday 22nd May - 
Online enrolment closes Weekend 22/23 June - First Holy Communion celebrated in 
both Orange and Molong Parishes. 

 

CONFIRMATION The Sacrament of Confirmation may be requested when a child is a 
baptised Catholic who has received First Holy Communion, is at least in Year 6, and 
is ready to make a serious commitment to living out the Catholic Faith. Wednesday 
3rd July - Parent Meeting in Kenna Hall at either 9:30am or 7:00pm Wednesday 24th 
July - Online enrolment closes Weekend 17/18 August - Confirmation celebrated in 
Orange Parish Weekend 24/25 August - Confirmation celebrated in Molong Parish. 

 

Worship Tunes 

For any families who have (or would like) their little ones dancing around the house 
singing My Lighthouse, I have compiled a small youtube playlist. If you click on the 
link below it will take you to a playlist of contemporary Christian worship tracks that 
your family may like to bop along to in 2019. 

2019 Worship Playlist Youtube 

Opening School Mass 

We thank all who were able to join us for the 
Opening School Mass and congratulate our 
2019 leaders and Year 6 students who were 
commissioned at the conclusion of the Mass. 

 

We also congratulate our students for the  
respectful way in which they conducted 
themselves in the Church. 

 

 
Camille Da Silva Tavares 
Religious Education Coordinator 

http://www.bathurst.catholic.org.au/dat/content-6275-f
mailto:sacraments.orange@cdob.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLblxzE4urplFMWpgYHhFNT6E17u6biqo2


 

Project Compassion Launch 

Bishop Michael McKenna will join us on Tuesday 5th March to launch Project 
Compassion. This year’s theme is Give Lent 100% and focuses on the hope that 
we can give to those less fortunate than ourselves. Project Compassion is Caritas 
Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal. Millions of 
Australians come together in solidarity with the world’s poor to help end poverty, 
promote justice and uphold dignity. 

 

Year 5 and 6 students will lead the liturgy and we would like to welcome McAuley 
families to join us for this special occasion. 

 
 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent in our liturgical year. This year       
students from Years 3-6 will travel by bus to St Mary’s Church on Wednesday 6th 
March to celebrate Ash Wednesday with our Parish. Please ensure that all        
permission notes are returned to school.  Our Infants students will remain at 
school and at 12:30pm, participate in a liturgy at St Joseph’s Church. Our Year 1 
students will be preparing this liturgy for us and again we welcome all families to 
join us for all Ash Wednesday celebrations. 

 

To find out more about Ash Wednesday and the season of lent, have a look at this 
short clip Lent and Ash Wednesday in 3 Minutes. 

Catholic Schools Week 

Our three Catholic schools will unite together on Sunday 3rd March to celebrate 
Catholic Schools Week at our 6pm Mass at St Joseph’s Church. All families are 
warmly invited to join us. A note detailing the event will be sent home early next 
week. 

 

Alpha 

Our parish are currently taking expressions of interest from anyone 
wishing to   participate in Alpha. Alpha is a series of free, interactive 
sessions exploring life, faith and meaning. Everyone is welcome 
and no question is off limits. Alpha involves food and informal     
discussion. You don’t have to worry about whether you will fit-in: it’s 
for everyone, including people who are not sure what they believe. 
We would like to invite you to simply register your interest in Alpha. This is not a 
commitment. It’s just a way to let us know you might be interested in coming along 
so we can contact you when we are making a start (we won’t use your email      
address for any other purpose). You can register your interest here: 

 https://goo.gl/pejFi5 

https://youtu.be/Xo1mjuy1NA0
https://goo.gl/pejFi5


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in learning the Ukulele at Catherine McAuley this year 

then this is your lucky day! 

There are a few conditions ……. 

 Must have your own instrument.  Can purchase them from Lander’s  

music shop in Orange. 

 Be in a class from Year 3 to Year 6. 

 Not already in a music group in the school i.e. guitar or band, as it opens 

up places for other students. 

 Classes will take place on Wednesdays, second half lunch times, in the 

library.  Need to be available at this time. 

 Return permission slip to either Mrs Bishenden or Mrs Mulligan.  Only 

10 places to be filled so get your applications in early. 

 

Yours in a bit of fun with music, 

Anne Mulligan & Catherine Bishenden 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

McAuley Ukulele Group 

My child ……………………………………………………. in Class: ….. would like to take part in 

the McAuley Ukulele Group on Wednesday 2nd half of lunch.  My child 

will have their own instrument. 



 



 
 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 

Casual Booking $15.00 

*Nutritional breakfast included 

 

After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 

Casual booking $26 

*Afternoon tea provided which includes           

seasonal fruit and a snack. 

Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 

For further information and to receive a booking pack  

Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


 

 

 

   

 

To Be Advised 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Victoria Townsend, 

Bridget Waters, Archie Cox, Annabel Dunn, Thomas Horan, Benjamin Matthews, Harry Grinter, 

Charlotte Townsend, Natalie Gavin, Macklin Everett, Tara Simpson, Levi Zinga. 

PUPIL FREE DAYS 2019 

In the interest of giving parents as much notice as possible, 

please take note of the following dates scheduled as pupil free 

days.  Please note one of the pupil free days previously listed 

has been cancelled (31st May). 

Term 2 

Week 1 - Monday 29th April 

Week 6 - Friday 7th June (Queens Birthday long 

                                             weekend) 

Term 3 

Week 1 - Monday 22nd July 



Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary 

90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

Interesting Fact of the Week 

If all the plastic in the world were 

cling film, it could wrap the Earth. 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 6:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 6:00pm 

Thursday 21st February 

Year 5 Mass 9:30am 

Friday 22nd February 

6H Assembly 2:15pm 

Monday 25th February 

Southern Region Swimming Carnival 

Kinder 2020 School Tours 9:30am - 10:30am 

Mini Book Fair in Library - 3:10pm - 6:00pm 

Tuesday 26th February 

Kinder 2020 School Tours 9:30am - 10:30am 

Evacuation Drill 

Thursday 28th February 

Year 3 attend Parish Mass 9:30am 

Friday 1st March 

Diocesan Swimming Carnival - Dubbo 

5P Assembly 

Sunday 3rd March 

Catholic Schools Week Mass 6pm St Joseph’s Church 

Monday 4th March 

Kinder 2020 School Tours 9:30am - 10:30am 

Tuesday 5th March 

Kinder 2020 School Tours 9:30am - 10:30am 

Wednesday 6th March 

Ash Wednesday Mass Yr3-Yr6 - St Mary’s Church 10:45am 

Infants Liturgy K-Yr2 - St Joseph’s Church - 12:30pm 



Orange  Running Festival 
Sunday 3rd March 2019 

Are you interested in some exercise in the outdoors and also having fun with your school 

friends? 

Would you like to show the community our wonderful Catherine McAuley school spirit? 

Then this 5 km fun run is for you! 
 

What: 5 km Fun run/walk - start 10.30 am (arrive before 9.45 am) 

When: Sunday 3rd March 

Where: Bloomfield Leisure Centre, Forest Road, Orange 

What to wear: School sports shirt 

Cost: $10 per child 

 

How to register: 

Google “Orange running festival” and follow the links to join our school team. 

Enter the team name: Catherine McAuley and the password: McAuley 

Responsibility: 

This is a community event not a school event. Responsibility to register and supervi-

sion on the day lies solely with the child’s parent / carer. There is no supervision or 

transport provided by the school. 

Parents may like to run / walk with their child. Parents need to pay and agree to the waiver 

on the website before registration is accepted. 

Bib collection: 

Preferred pick up is on Saturday the 2nd March 2019 between 

10:00am 3:00pm from the Bloomfield Leisure Centre or from 6:00am on race day. 

(Full details are available from the website) 

 

Where to meet: 

You will be advised of a meeting spot for a photo before the event. 
 

Mrs Mulligan, Mr Gough and Mr Sheridan will be there with their runners on! 
Hope to see you there! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


