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As we move into the midway point of Term 1 (which is hard to
believe) I again mention how disappointing it is that we cannot
have Kindergarten parent Welcome morning teas, or school
community barbecues, parent information evenings, lunchtime
community events etc. Hopefully the coast is clearing on all
matters COVID and such events will be able to resume. Sadly the
cancellation of such parent events has lead to a stifling of
formal parent connection with the school. However I do wish to
say that despite this the staff of the school still feel a great warmth
and connection with our parent body and continually comment on
how wonderful and affirming the McAuley parents are and how
supported teachers feel in all areas. The education of children is a
partnership between home and school and this is certainly felt by
employees at 90 Hill St.
Congratulations to our School Leaders for
2022. School Captains Eden & Matthew
together with Vice Captains Emily &
Abel.
Congratulations also to our
prefects: Ava, Ethan, Ruby, Vaughn,
Aimee, Austin, Zoe & Max.
Michael Croke
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You have great reason to rejoice and
return many thanks to God for
blessing your humble efforts.
Catherine McAuley

11 YEARS

2012 - 2022

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Our School Rules:
Be Respectful
Be Responsible
Be Safe
Focus of the Week: Our School Rules: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe!
Last week we introduced our new Wellbeing policy, WAM, to all students. This policy promotes
students doing their best to follow the School Rules and receive the rewards they deserve. This week
we are spending time going over the rules and how they look, especially in the playground. Students
were taken out to their eating and play areas on Monday and went through the “Behaviour Matrix”
for the school. This is a summary of the rules for each area. A copy of this Matrix along with the
WAM Policy will be made available for you to view on our Website very soon.

Important points for students to remember:
At school I will:











Report issues to the teacher on duty straight away
Stay in the allocated areas
Respond promptly to the bell
Be responsible for my own belongings
Clean up the area I am using
Use gentle hands
Be courteous and mindful of others
Follow the instructions of the teachers
Respect the school equipment
Not enter the school building during recess or lunch.

Tours of McAuley: Starting next Tuesday, 1st March, we will once again be having our School Tours for parents
of prospective students for Kindergarten 2023 and beyond. In line with Covid Restrictions, we are having these
tours after School hours, at 4pm. These tours of the school are a great opportunity for anyone thinking of
sending their child to McAuley, to see our facilities and gain a sense of who we are. In previous years parents,
grandparents and community members have been delighted to find how spacious our McAuley grounds are,
which is not evident when looking at our school from the road. Our wonderful flexible learning spaces cater for
small group work and can also be opened up to accommodate inquiry based learning. They have also been
impressed with our upgraded playground facilities, the Before and After School Care facilities and all that is on
offer for our children at break times, especially the synthetic grass. Even though we are not able to showcase our
facilities while students are engaged in learning, we hope our prospective families can feel the welcoming
atmosphere of McAuley through the lovely classrooms and engaging resources on offer. If you know of someone
who is considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 2023, please let them know it’s not
too late to join one of our tours. To book for a tour please ring the school on 6361334 or go to our website.
http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/book-a-tourevent-registration-form.html

Dibels Testing: Due to shortages with casual teachers, our Dibels testing will continue this week
and next week across the school. At the conclusion of the testing we will be able to analyse the
results and offer support to all students as they continue on their reading journey. Dibels is a reading
fluency measure that tests a child’s Oral Reading Fluency. This is the ability to effortlessly translate
letters to sounds and sounds to words. A fluent reader is able to decode words automatically, without
being conscious of what they are doing. This then enables readers to be able to focus their attention
on comprehending the meaning of the text. It’s a little like reading a medical text – for those of us
who are not medics, we may be able to work out the words but the meaning is lost as our brain was
too busy sorting the pronunciation of the words to spend time working out the meaning of what we
were reading. Our aim is to enable all students to reach a level of oral fluency, which empowers them
to make meaning from text.

Parent Information Booklet: We recently made our Parent Handbook available through Compass
for all parents as well as placed a copy on our Website. This Information Booklet offers a brief
overview of the main areas of the school where you may have questions. It also gives a little more
detail about our new WAM policy. Please look through it and put it in a place where you can refer to
it if questions arise.

Opening Liturgy and Badging of Leaders: Last Thursday we celebrated a beautiful
Commissioning Assembly for our School Leaders. Our Captains and Prefects were presented with their
Badges by their parents in front of members of Year 5 & Year 6. It was so lovely to be part of this very
special Assembly and we were all very proud of these wonderful Year 6 students. Please continue to
keep our Leaders in your prayers throughout this year.

Morning Routine - Drop and Go: It’s lovely to see how well our students have settled into school
procedures, and how quickly the Kinder children are becoming ‘old hands’ at school routines. To help
those who still feel a little insecure at the beginning of the day, Parents, please assist your child by
dropping them at the gate, saying goodbye quickly, and allowing some of the teachers or other
students to escort them inside and to their play area. Thank you for helping to make this new
experience exciting and positive for our children.

Don’t forget to wear your hat!! It is great to see how many students are remembering to bring
their hats and wear them in the playground. Please remember that hats must be worn in the
playground for all of Terms 1 and 4.

Assembly: At this stage, Covid restrictions have not eased enough to allow parents to be on school
grounds for Assemblies and get-togethers. Hopefully the easing of these particular restrictions are
not too far away! In the meantime, we will begin our Class Assemblies next week on Friday, 4 th March
with Year 5M leading the way. We believe Assemblies are important for our students, as it gives them
an opportunity to be proud of the hard work they have been doing in the classroom and display this
work publicly. When we are once again in a position to invite parents to join us for these Assemblies,
we will gladly do so! In the meantime, our students have the opportunity to proudly display their
efforts to the peers.
Wishing you a great week,
Robyn Petty

WELFARE AT McAULEY—WAM

From the Religious Education Coordinator
Last week, during a special assembly, we welcomed our Year 6 Students as leaders of our school. Our
elected Captains and Prefects received their badges and all Year 6 Students recited the Leadership
Pledge. During this pledge the students commit to serving the school community. Service is a giving of
oneself to others. Jesus was a wonderful model of servant leadership, teaching and challenging the
disciples to be of service to others. We are encouraged in our daily lives to give selflessly to others, not
for recognition but for love.
We Pray
As we go about our day O God,
As we strive to walk with Jesus as people of service,
Remind us that we are the face of Christ,
Who is with us always.
May your grace, mercy and peace,
Bless us, keep us and transform us all,
This day, now and forever.
Amen
“It is for God we serve the poor, not for thanks."
Catherine McAuley

Pancake Tuesday
Our Mini Vinnies team have been busy preparing their first event for the year.
Thank you to Mrs Garnon for leading the Mini Vinnies group this year. Thank
you also to Mrs Wright who has been the leader for the last five years and who is
sharing her knowledge and expertise with Mrs Garnon. Next week on Tuesday
pancakes will be for sale at recess for $1 with all funds raised going to the Caritas
Lenten appeal.
Ash Wednesday
Next week our school community will pause to pray and celebrate Ash
Wednesday. Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of Lent. During the forty
days of Lent we fast, pray and give to the poor. Students will attend class
liturgies to receive the blessed ashes and our fundraising for Caritas will also
begin on this day.
Have a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

Beginning of School Year Grade Liturgies

COME AND SHARE OUR JOURNEY

McAULEY SWIMMING CARNIVAL RESULTS
The results of our champion swimmers for the carnival have been calculated by Mrs Covelli. She
used her set square, sliding rule scale, calculator and, at one point, fingers and toes to come up with the
following.
Junior Boy Champion - Macklin Moon
Junior Boy Runner Up - Ryan Neich
Junior Girl Champion - Elsie Vial
Junior Girl Runner Up - Cynthia Palmer
11 Year Boy Champion - Cooper Judge
11 Year Boy Runner Up - Lachlan Dunkley
11 Year Girl Champion - Isla Callaghan
11 Year Girl Runner up - Kaitlyn Ware
12 Year Boy Champion - Fergus Johnson
12 Year Boy Runner up - Matthew Crump

12 Year Girl Champion- April Gardiner
12 Year Girl Runner Up- Aimee Neich
Scott Hudson

SOUTHERN REGION SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Congratulations to all of our competitors that competed at yesterday’s Southern Region Swimming Carnival.
Results from the carnival and who will progress to the Diocesan Swimming Carnival will be published once
confirmed.

Mini Vinnies News
At Catherine McAuley we welcome students in Years 3-6 to join Mini
Vinnies. Mini Vinnies is a group of students who get together to help
others in our school and local community and it introduces children to
social justice issues, to the St Vincent de Paul Society and to living faith
through action. Throughout the year Mini Vinnies spend time together
deciding on ideas to help promote kindness, care and fundraising events.
Anyone interested in joining please see Mrs Garnon in the Library.

There will be more information about Mini Vinnies in further newsletters.
I would like to acknowledge all the hard work and effort of Mrs Kate Wright who has been
coordinating Mini Vinnies for the last five years and has passed the reins to me. Thank you Mrs
Wright.
Our first fundraising event will be "Pancake Tuesday" on March 1st. Pancakes (large) with
maple syrup will be sold for $1 each. Please bring your money on the day. One pancake per
child.
Looking forward to a great year with the Mini Vinnies team

Catherine Garnon

Guitar Program

Music & Drama

Good news, Parents! Our Guitar Program will commence next week. The tutor is Glen Wholohan, from
the Orange Regional Conservatorium. Due to tutor availability, the program will run during lunchtimes
this year. The Beginner Group will meet on Friday at first half lunch, the Intermediate Group will meet on
Thursday at fir st half lunch in the Music r oom.
Children are to bring their own guitar, but we do have a few that can be used at school if you have not yet
purchased one.
Intermediate Group (Thursday): Isla Callaghan, Matthew Cr ump, Har r y Chur ch, Aliza Cook, Lillian Fuller Davis, Will Hepworth, Abigail Cain, Millie Bunting, Marshall Smith
Beginner Group (Friday): Ashton De Gabr iel, Isabella Agr esta, Maggie Lawson, Har r ison Mosch,
Sophie McAlister, Nicholas Echeverri, Tom Cardiff.
If you would like your child to discontinue lessons this year, please let me know this week.
If you wish to enrol your child, there are 2 spots available in the Beginner group.

Anne Allan

MINI VINNIES
FUNDRAISER FOR
PROJECT COMPASSION

Tuesday March 1st
Pancakes with Maple Syrup
$1 Bring your money on the day.
Only one pancake per student.
(GF available)

Interesting Fact of the
Week
Dogs’ hearing is 10 times better
than a human’s.
Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 2nd & Thursday 3rd March
School Tours for Kinder 2023 4:00pm - please book on the Website: http://
www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/book-a-tourevent-registration-form.html
Tuesday 8th, Wednesday 9th & Thursday 10th March
School Tours for Kinder 2023 4:00pm - please book on the Website: http://
www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/book-a-tourevent-registration-form.html

Wednesday 9th March
Diocesan Swimming Carnival
Tuesday 29th March
Year 3 - Year 6 Athletics Carnival
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