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The compass ... goes round its 

circle without stirring from its 

centre. Now our centre is God 

from whom all our actions 

should spring as from their 

source.  

Catherine McAuley 

In the newsletter this week and last week we have published a 

flow chart of who is the person in the school relative to a           

parent enquiry.  It does indicate if you have an enquiry about a 

classroom matter the teacher is always the first port of call. I 

thank parents who respect our rule about always making an        

appointment in order to see a teacher.  It is also handy for both 

parties if parents could indicate to the teacher what the matter is 

relating to as many issues can often be solved quickly via a phone 

call without  any need for a face to face meeting.  At McAuley we 

value greatly our relationship with parents at a class and general 

school level and wish to keep that as strong and as open as      

possible. In matters of student concern, this process is made     

easier if we have some working parameters. I thank all parents for 

being understanding of this.  

Michael Croke 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Focus of the Week: We Look After Our Environment - This week as we look at our Environment, we are 
focusing on which bin to place our waste in. If we put the food scraps into the recycling bin, or food       
wrappers in the green waste bin, or the wrong items into the ‘Return & Earn’ bin, then we can contaminate 
all the other items in that bin, turning it all into landfill.  We need to make sure we know which bin is for 
which object and put all waste in only the correct bin. This will earn us money, support our school             
environment, and our whole earthly environment. 

Important points for students to remember: 

 We can reduce how much waste we bring to school. 

 Have ‘Nude Food’ in our lunchboxes 

 Check the labels on products to know how to recycle properly 

 Put the CORRECT WASTE IN THE CORRECT BIN! 

 We can earn money from the ‘Return & Earn’ items - put them in the pink bin! 

Take responsibility for keeping our school clean and looking after our world environment 

 

Grade Parent Meetings: We are so excited to have our Kinder and Year 1 parents joining us this week!  
With Covid Restrictions limiting our parent contact, we were determined to find a way of bringing our     
parents back into our school while adhering to regulations. This week we have invited our Kinder and Year 
1 parents into the School Staffroom, where we are then able to take them in very small groups into their 
child’s classroom to both meet the teacher and have a quick look at the children working hard in their 
rooms!!  For the parents of our Kinder and Year 1 students, they have had almost no time in our school 
buildings, and unlike the parents of our older students, have had very little to do interacting with our 
school.  Unfortunately, we are only be able to have one family representative come along to our gatherings 
(toddlers are not counted in Covid restriction numbers), but we may be able to organise more gatherings 
throughout the year if Covid restrictions remain in place.   

 

For our Year 2-6 parents, we will be having after school meetings beginning in Kenna Hall for each 
Grade, where you can be introduced to your child’s teacher before going into your child’s classroom. This is 
an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher, see where they ‘sit’ and become familiar with what is expected 
of the class this year.  All the dates and times have been given as a Compass announcement, and hard copy 
invitation.  These are also available on our website and facebook sites. We look forward to meeting parents 
at these gatherings! 

 

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 

We Look  

After Our  

Environment 
Food & 
Green 
Waste 

Return 
& Earn 

Landfill  

Rubbish 

Recycle 



Tours of McAuley:  We have begun our School Tours for parents of prospective students for Kindergarten 
2022 and beyond.  In line with Covid Restrictions, we are having these tours after School hours, at 4pm.  
These tours of the school are a great opportunity for anyone thinking of sending their child to McAuley, to 
see our facilities and gain a sense of who we are. The parents, Grandparents and community members 
who are new to McAuley have been delighted to find how spacious our grounds are, which is not evident 
when looking at our school from the road.  Our wonderful flexible learning spaces cater for small group 
work, or can be opened up to accommodate enquiry based learning. They have also been impressed with 
our upgraded playground facilities, the Before and After School Care facilities and all that is on offer for 
our children at break times especially the synthetic grass. Even though we are not able to showcase our 
facilities while students are engaged in learning, we hope they can feel the welcoming atmosphere of 
McAuley through the lovely classrooms and engaging resources on offer. If you know of someone who is 
considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 2022, please let them know it’s not 
too late to join one of our tours. To book for a tour please go to our Website http://
www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/   or ring the school on 6361334. 

 

Contacting Your Child’s Teacher:  Although these meetings will be wonderful, sometimes parents need 
to talk more specifically with teachers about their child.  If you need to speak with a teacher, we are able 
to do this after the children have left school for the day.  Individual parent/teacher discussions can be 
made from 3.30pm of an afternoon.  Please contact the Office to arrange a suitable day with your child’s 
Class Teacher.  

 

Dibels Testing:  We have just about finished our Dibels testing across the school and are about to analyse 
these results so we can support all students as they continue on their reading journey.  Dibels is a reading 
fluency measure that tests a child’s Oral Reading Fluency.  This is the ability to effortlessly translate      
letters to sounds and sounds to words. A fluent reader is able to decode words automatically, without   
being conscious of what they are doing. This then enables readers to be able to focus their attention on 
comprehending the meaning of the text. It’s a little like reading a medical text – for those of us who are 
not medics, we may be able to work out the words but the meaning is lost as our brain was too busy    
sorting the pronunciation of the words to spend time working out the meaning of what we were reading. 
Our aim is to enable all students to reach a level of oral fluency, which empowers them to make meaning 
from text.   

 

Don’t forget to wear your hat!!  It is great to see how many students are remembering to bring their hats 
and wear them in the playground.  Please remember that hats must be worn in the playground for all of 
Terms 1 and 4.  

 

 

http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au/


McAuley Reward System:  At McAuley, we believe it is important that we recognise expected      
behaviour when we see it in students and affirm and encourage students to continually follow our 
rules of ‘Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe”.  To do this we have a system in place which offers 
individual rewards as well as community rewards.  The community aspect aligns with our House 
system.   

Each classroom has containers for each of the School Houses (Kabbarli – Red, Bennelong – Blue, 
Euroa - Green, Woomera - Yellow) and a class list of students which records the number of raffle 
tickets they receive.  When students are seen to be continually following the school rules, or when 
teachers see students go out of their way to support others or our school systems, they give         
students a raffle ticket.  This raffle ticket is exchanged in each child’s home classroom for a marble 
and a mark beside their name on the class list.  This becomes a tally which links to the coloured 
bands they receive (please see the table below).  Their marble is placed in a container for their 
house. These are gathered across the school on a Friday by our Year 6 Prefects and their weight is 
tallied.  This is also linked to a reward system (see below).  This system aims to reinforce the      
positive contributions the students make to the safety and well being of the school.  The Reward 
Structures are a vital component of this Policy. 

House Rewards: 

 
 

These rewards would usually take place in Sabbatical Week (Week 5) and Week 10 where          
possible.   

Individual Rewards: 

 

Wishing you a great week, 

Robyn Petty 

Level 1 (10kg marbles) Level 2  (20kg marbles) Level 3  (30kg marbles) 

Each person in the 
House (K-6) receives: 

ice block - summer 

Freddo Frog - winter 

Each person in the House receives 
extra play for 20 minutes on a     
nominated day. Extra equipment 
(skipping ropes, parachute, etc) is 
also provided. 

Each child in the House is   
entitled to watch a Movie in 
the Hall and wear casual 
clothes on the nominated day. 

Number of Positives Band Colour Positive  Reward 

5 Blue  

15 Yellow  

30 Maroon  

45 Bronze Certificate - Hot chips  

60 Silver Certificate - Putt/Putt or Ten 
Pin Bowling 

75 Gold Certificate- Lunch with       
Principal at place of choice 
e.g Yoyo Bar 



 

Celebrating 200 Years of Catholic Education 
 National Prayer  

  

 

 
 
 
 

Celebrating 200 Years of Catholic Education 
 

This year marks 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia. The 
first Catholic school was established in Parramatta in October 1820. 
Today the school captains, vice captains, Mr Croke and myself     
attended Mass at St Mary’s to celebrate the Diocesan launch of the 
200 Years Celebrations. A National Mass will also be celebrated in 
every state, territory and diocese on the Feast of Our Lady Help of 
Christians on 24 May 2021. Catholic schools have a proud tradition 
educating 768,000 students annually in 1,751 schools across the 
country and employing 98,000 teachers and staff. 

Around the Rooms  
 
Yesterday Year 5Y attended Reconciliation and the students in Year 1  
received a priest visit from Fr Greg. During his visit Fr Greg talked with the 
Year 1 students about Lent. Lent is a time to pray, fast and give to others. 

Sacraments 2021 

 
Students in Year 3 are currently      
preparing to receive the sacrament of 
Holy Communion. All Year 3 classes 
are learning about the Mass and how 
the celebration of the Eucharist     
connects us as a Catholic community 
to each other and to Jesus. Year 3 
students who are baptised Catholics 
have the opportunity to receive the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion for 
the first time this year. Mrs Liss Ryan, 
Parish Sacramental Coordinator, has 
sent home notes explaining the     
process for this sacrament this year. 
If you require further information 
please don’t hesitate to contact Liss 
at the Parish Office on 6362 2378. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Mass and Liturgy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a peaceful week. 
Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 

Project Compassion  
All students have received their very own Project Compassion box. During Lent we ask     
families to donate to Caritas through Project Compassion to help those in our world who are 
less fortunate than us. Some of the initiatives Caritas is involved in are education, providing 
food and running water and sanitation for communities as well as support for refugees. 
Please return your Project Compassion boxes to school at the end of the term where all       
donations will be sent to Caritas to continue their wonderful work..  



First Holy Communion Information for Parents 2021 
 

The following is from Liss Ryan, Parish Sacramental Coordinator 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I am able to share with you our dates for Reconciliation and First Holy       
Communion for 2021. 
 
Attached to this note is also - 
 
      1. A note titled Dates and Times for Reconciliation, Rehearsal and First Holy Communion 2021 
      2. A note with FAQ 
      3. A note explaining how to book with Trybooking 
 
The process is a little different from previous years. I suggest you have the note titled Dates and times 
for Reconciliation and First Holy Communion 2021, to refer to as you read this letter.  
 
We will have 2 weekends in Term 1, Term 2, and Term 3, where your child will be able to celebrate 
their Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. It is vital that when you choose a group (A-F) that 
you are able to commit to all 3 dates in your chosen group.  
 
The dates you must be able to commit to include - 
 

1.  The parent information session 
2.  Reconciliation and rehearsal  
3.  First Holy Communion date 

 
If you are not able to commit to all 3 of these dates in a particular group, please have a look at the oth-
er groups to see if there is one that you are able to fully commit to. 
 
At the Parent Information Session you will be given details on how the Reconciliation and First Holy    
Communion process will take place. You will also be given other details like how to book your 
child’s   Reconciliation and First Holy Communion Mass, what the candidates are to wear, and what 
forms need to be completed, what documentation i.e. Baptism certificates need to be submitted. 
 
What’s next: 
 
Please go to:  https://www.trybooking.com/BOYKL 
 
You will be able to make a booking for the Parent information session you wish to attend.  This link 
will be open on 17th February. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the Parent information session. 
 
Please see the following page for Dates and Times for Reconciliation, Rehearsal and First Holy     
Communion for 2021. 
 
Kind regards 
Liss Ryan 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOYKL


Dates and times for Reconciliation, Rehearsal and  
First Holy Communion for 2021 

Term 1 Term 1 

Group A 
 
Parent information session: 
Thursday 25th February, 2021 
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the Gathering 
Space. 
 
Reconciliation & rehearsal: 
Thursday 18th March, 2021 at  St Mary’s Church at 4:30pm 
 
First Holy Communion: 
Friday 19th March, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 5:45pm 
Saturday 20th March, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 6:00pm 
Sunday 21th March, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 8:30am 
Sunday 21th March, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 10:00am 

Group B 
 
Parent information session: 
Thursday 25th February,2 021 
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the Gathering 
Space. 
 
Reconciliation & rehearsal: 
Thursday 25th March, 2021 at  St Mary’s Church at 4:30pm 
 
First Holy Communion: 
Friday 26th March, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 5:45pm 
Saturday 27th March, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 6:00pm 
Sunday 28th March, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 8:30am 
Sunday 28th March, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 10:00am  

Term 2 Term 2 

Group C 
 
Parent information session: 
Thursday 22nd April, 2021 
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the Gathering 
Space. 
 
Reconciliation & rehearsal: 
Thursday 10th June, 2021 at  St Mary’s Church at 4:30pm 
 
First Holy Communion: 
Friday 11th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 5:45pm 
Saturday 12th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 5:00pm 
Sunday 13th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 8:30am 
Sunday 13th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 10:00am 

Group D 
 
Parent information session: 
Thursday 22nd April, 2021 
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the Gathering 
Space. 
 
Reconciliation & rehearsal: 
Thursday 17th June, 2021 at  St Mary’s Church at 4:30pm 
 
First Holy Communion: 
Friday 18th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 5:45pm 
Saturday 19th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 5:00pm 
Sunday 20th June, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 8:30am 
Sunday 20th June, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 10:00am  

Term 3 Term 3 

Group E 
 
Parent information session: 
Thursday 22nd July, 2021 
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the Gathering 
Space. 
 
Reconciliation & rehearsal: 
Thursday 2nd September, 2021 at  St Mary’s Church at 
4:30pm 
 
First Holy Communion: 
Friday 3rd September, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 
5:45pm 
Saturday 4th September, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 
5:00pm 
Sunday 5th September, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 
8:30am 
Sunday 5th September, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 
10:00am 

Group F 
 
Parent information session: 
Thursday 22nd July, 2021 
9:00am & 7:00pm at St Mary’s Church in the Gathering 
Space. 
 
Reconciliation & rehearsal: 
Thursday 16th September, 2021 at  St Joseph’s Church at 
4:30pm 
 
First Holy Communion: 
Friday 17th September, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 
5:45pm 
Saturday 18th September, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 
5:00pm 
Sunday 19th September, 2021 at St Joseph’s Church at 
8:30am 
Sunday 19th September, 2021 at St Mary’s Church at 
10:00am 



 
CHART OF 1ST CONTACT FOR PARENT COMMUNICATION 

 
 

 
 
 

CATHERINE McAULEY ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
The Catherine McAuley Athletics Carnival will be held this term for students from Years 3
-6 and those Year 2 students who are turning 8 this year before 18th of March.  Long 
jump and discus trials will be held at school on the 4th of March.  Notes will be sent home 
around Week 6 for students to nominate track and high jump events.   
 
Unfortunately we are unable to have any parents at our Athletics Carnival.  Once again 
this IS NOT a school decision but comes directly from the Catholic Education Office in            
Bathurst.   
 
 



 

Max Sloan Olly Piper Amelie Gormly 

Loti Brodrick Alex Thomas Anabelle Hamilton 

Aiden Thomas Jack Baker Marlee Goodwin 

Shima Siki Fletcher Grevink Franklin Boucher 

Nellie Cain Coby Rich Sienna Hanrahan 

Elijah Evans Pollyanna Bailey Mia Brayshaw 

Meah Jithesh Ava Keevil Harrison Mosch 

Amelia Weston Maria Gil Merchan Nicolas Echeverri 

Charlie Baker Bo Brodrick Finley Brooking 

Elsie Vial Grace Hilder Beau Biddle 

Sam Crosby  Coco Portass Allira Ralph 

Cynthia Palmer Indy Murray Molly Spicer 

Lola Short Judd Zinga Macy Howarth 

Lacey Omrod Brooke Vaughan Ayush Sarapanahalli  

Rivikumar 

Ainsley Hogarth Michael Tang Ruby Hannan 

Isla Callaghan Ben Mathews Cjay Fogarty 

James Weston Natalie Gavin Kaylee Anderson 

Sam Garvin Blake Durack Willow Clarke 

Riley Buss Samantha Stiller Harry Kingham 

Charlie Downey Emerson Page Arliyah Geal  

   

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk4 



 

Family Educator News 

Josh Dunn 

Instead of “How was School?”…… 
Try… 
 What is the news from school today? 

 What was fun? Not so fun? 

 What did you like best at school today? Difficult moments? 

 What does your classroom look like at the moment? 

 Who did you hang out with today? 

 What subjects did you do today? 

 What are you working on at the moment? 
‘How was school?’ is a big question. To answer, your child has to sum up a whole day, and 
that’s hard for children (and even adults!) to do.  A child might really want to say, ‘My day 
was so jam-packed with ideas and classes and social stuff that I don’t know where to start’. 
So it’s easier just to say, ‘OK’. 

 
Why talking about school is important… 
Talking with your child about the school day shows you’re interested in what’s going on in 
their life. This interest boosts their mental health, happiness and wellbeing. It shows your 
child that you value school and education, which encourages them to value it too. It            
also helps you get to know more about what’s expected of your child at school,  how 
they learn and how they handle challenges. When you’re in touch with your child’s feelings 
about school, you’re more likely to see problems before they get too big. This way you can 
work on overcoming challenges together. 
Strategies for talking about school with your child… 
Your child will probably be tired and hungry or thinking about other things when they first 
get home. So easing the transition from school or after-school activities to home can 
help your child feel more like talking. It’s best to avoid asking them lots of questions 
straight away. You can just let your child know that you’re glad to see them, and talk about 
non-school topics for a while. Younger children will probably also like unpacking their bags 
and going through any notes before you ask about school. Saving questions about homework 
for later on can also take the pressure off! Sometimes it’s a matter of sensing the mood and 
picking the right moment! Some days there might not be a right moment at all, and that’s 
OK!     taken from raisingchildren.net.au 

 

Dinner Alpha 
Tuesday nights, 6pm - 8pm 
 
  

Coffee & Croissant Alpha 
Wednesdays, 9am – 11am 

 
 
Both at St Mary’s Church 
Gathering Space 
Beginning 2nd/3rd March 

Alpha is a series of free, interactive sessions exploring life, faith and meaning. 
Filled with food and fun! 

Everyone is welcome and no question is off limits. 
Register your interest today at alphaorange.org.au 



 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Oliver Finnane, 

Lachlan Dunkley, Macklin Everett, Tara Simpson, Levi Zinga, Jessica Adamson, Vaughn Bie-

niek, Annais Carman, Samuel Kung’u, Digby Luelf and Jaxx Murray. 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 
Casual Booking $15.00 
*Nutritional breakfast included 
After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 
Casual booking $26 
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack. 
Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 
For further information and to receive a booking pack  
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 

McAULEY SUPPORTER 

CAPS ARE BACK IN 

STOCK 
Please note they do not form part of our school    

uniform and are for parent supporters.  Available at 

the office $25.00. 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


Catherine McAuley Cath-

olic Primary School 

90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

 
Thursday 25th February  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Kinder Blue (Mrs Croke) Parent Meeting - 9:00am in the Staffroom 
Year 1 Blue (Mrs Bettinzoli) Parent Meeting - 2:30pm in the Staffroom 
 
Friday 26th February 
Kinder Maroon (Mrs Sutton) Parent Meeting - 9:00am in the Staffroom 
Year 1 Maroon (Mrs Church/Mrs Niven) Parent Meeting - 2:30pm in the Staffroom 
 
Tuesday 2nd March 
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Year 2 Parent Meeting - 5:45pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
Year 4 Parent Meeting - 6:30pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
 
Wednesday 3rd March  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Year 3 Parent Meeting - 5:45pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
Year 5 Parent Meeting - 6:30pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 
 
Thursday 4th March  
School Tours (for new families wishing to enrol, bookings to be made through our website) 
Year 6 Parent Meeting - 5:45pm Kenna Hall (1 parent per child) 

Interesting Fact of the Week 

The world’s oldest living thing is a patch of 

Mediterranean sea-grass between Spain and   

Cyprus.  It is estimated to be 200,000 years old. 



 


