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Take what He will from us, He still 

leaves His holy peace.  

Catherine McAuley 

As this is the final newsletter for Term 1 I want to thank everyone 
in the McAuley community for your assistance and patience     
during the term. Again it has been a term of changing rules and 
directions especially around parents in the school.  It was great 
last week that parents could attend the Athletics Carnival and    
remind us that we are a united school community and there is 
light in the tunnel. 
 
As I wish us all the best for the Easter Season and what it          
represents I draw inspiration from those children at the Athletics 
Carnival who went to great lengths to cheer and support and     
encourage other members of their own 
family. Sadly this does not always     
happen within families and as these    
children become adults often even less. 
But for this to happen it must have it's   
genesis in the homefront so parents and 
family are the only ones who can take 
any congratulations when this happens.  
Seeing children enjoying the company of 
their own family members is a wonderful 
thing. 

Michael Croke 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 



  

 

Focus of the Week: We Act with Respect Towards Everyone.  This week we proudly host “Wandana”, and 

take the opportunity to learn about Australia’s First People. Our cultural and family background gives us all     
special qualities which makes us all unique. This week we focus on our need to show Respect to all people and 
their special gifts.  Treating people with respect means being aware of how our words and actions affect others, 
listening and responding to others, especially Teachers and valuing other people’s thoughts and opinions. 

 

Important points for students: 

 Our cultural and family background gives us all special qualities 

which makes us all unique. 

 We need to show respect towards all students and our teachers 

 We need to be aware of how our words and actions affect others  

 We should value other people’s thoughts and opinions. 

 Everyone in our school community should be treated with respect 

 

NAPLAN Online: This week the students in Year 3 and Year 5 will be 

practising for their online NAPLAN testing.  Although the official NAPLAN 
tests are not until next term, in order to familiarise the students with the 
process and to make sure that our computer equipment is up to the task, 
both Year 3 and Year 5 will sit a practise test this week.  This will be a     
nationally co-ordinated live test, where all students due to sit the NAPLAN 
test this year will all complete the test together.  This practise test will not 
form part of the marking for NAPLAN, but be an opportunity for the school 
to make sure that our computers are running at suitable speeds and are 
capable of allowing students to complete the online tests.   

 

Athletics Carnival: Last week we had our annual Primary Athletics Carnival up at the Sheahan grounds.        

Although bad weather was predicted, we managed to finish the day without rain, and under quite comfortable 
conditions! It was lovely for our parents to be able to join us again after so long.  It was great to have so many 
parents present given the short notice we were able to offer.  The day was a great success, and a very special 
‘thank you’ to all our wonderful teachers and Year 6 students for helping to fill the positions that we normally 
ask parents to help with.  There was a lot of last minute work which had to be completed in order to have the 
Carnival run smoothly, and we owe a great debt of thanks to Ms Annalisa Covelli, Miss Emilee Campbell and Mr 
Scott Hudson.  There were a lot of technical ‘hitches’ prior to the Carnival and these wonderful people made 
sure that all students who wished to enter events were able to compete.  We are now looking forward to our 
successful students competing in the Southern Region Carnival!  

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 

We Act  

with Respect  

 Towards         

Everyone  



Change To Parents Accessing the School:  

Thank you for your patience over the past weeks as we re-introduce parents into 

the school after the easing of Covid restrictions.  Our afternoon student collection  

appears to be working, therefore we will continue with our current plans,  

which are as follows: 

Students being picked up from Byng St: The top gate in Byng St will be  

opened at 3pm to allow parents and Carers to enter the school and wait  

on the green playing field.  After the bell goes, students will come out of class and sit under the Big Tree while 

they wait.  Once a parent or Carer arrives, the child/ren comes out to join them and they leave the school 

through the bottom Byng St gate. 

Students being picked up from Hill St:  The ‘Pool’ or little gate will be opened at 3pm for parents and Carers to 

enter the school grounds. All parents and Carers are then asked to walk to the blue covered area (Basketball 

court) and wait under cover to pick up children. After the bell goes, students will come out of class and gather 

in Kinder / Year 1 eating area. Once a parent or Carer arrives, the child/ren come out to join them and they 

exit through the gate at Hill St . 

We do ask that no children of any age use playground equipment at this time. 

 

Kindergarten Enrolments for 2022  

Applications for Kinder enrolments for 2022 will be available from the first day of 

next term, 19th April. If you know of someone who is considering sending their 

children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 2022, and have missed out on joining a 

tour of the school, please let them know our tours will be on offer again at the  

beginning of next term. For further information, please ring the school  

on 6361 3344. 

 

Wishing you a great week, 

Robyn Petty 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Holy Week  
 

Holy Week begins this Sunday with Palm Sunday. On Palm Sunday we celebrate Jesus’        
triumphant return to Jerusaelm when the crowds cheered and waved palm branches calling out 
Hosanna! Jesus then celebrated the Last Supper with his disciples as he knew that his life was 
soon to end. During this Passover meal he invited the disciples to share bread and wine as his 
body and blood in remembrance of Him. Good Friday is the day of the Crucifixion with Jesus 
then rising three days later on Easter Sunday.  

 
Holy Week Prayer 

Gentle and loving Jesus, 
You left the silence of the country side to bring 

Your ministry to the city. 
  

You entered Jerusalem to joyful shouts of Hosanna 

That would soon turn to shouts for your crucifixion. 
  

Your miracles turned the world upside down 

And you were nailed to a cross. 
  

Show me the way to others. 
Come close to me in the final days of Lent 

Remind me that I am not alone. 
  

Open my ears to your word 

Open my eyes to the face of Jesus in others 

Open my heart to your love. 
  

Amen. 
  

Holy Week Celebrations and Prayer 
 
Next week the students will move to the hall each day to pray and view a part of the Holy Week story. 
Each grade is responsible for creating a visual installation representing part of the Holy Week story.   
Students each day will see a new part of the story up until the Crucifixion. When we return to school in 
Term 2 we will celebrate the Resurrection.  
 

Casual Clothes for Project Compassion  
 
Thank you to Mrs Wright and The Mini Vinnies team for organising a 
casual clothes day for our students on Friday. Students can wear 
casual clothes to school and bring in a gold coin donation. All money 
raised will go to Caritas supporting their outreach programs around 
the world. All students were also given a Project Compassion box at 
the beginning of Lent for families to make donations. Please send 
these boxes to school next week with your donations and all money 
will be sent to Caritas. 



 

  

Sacraments 2021  

We wish the students in Year 3 who are making their 
First Holy Communion this weekend a prayerful and 
joyous celebration. Congratulations! 

 
 
 
Have a peaceful week. 
 
Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 

Around the Rooms  
 
All grades are busily preparing visual representations of the parts of the Holy 
Week story for our “Walk through Holy Week” prayer next week. All classes 
have been learning about the significant events of Holy Week including Palm 
Sunday, The Last Supper, The Crucifixion and The Resurrection. We look  
forward to celebrating these significant events in the Easter story next week. 
When I visited the Year 4 Blue classroom recently they had been very busy 
working on some string art creating crosses. The students hammered in their 
own nails and then followed the pattern to create their own cross as a         
reminder of the season of Easter. Thanks for sharing your work with me Year 
4! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SPORTS NEWS 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 
Congratulations to all students on their participation at our recent Athletics Carnival.  A special 
mention must go to Kylie Jordan and her band of helpers from Sheahan as without their help 
our carnival could not operate.  Also it is very important we acknowledge the work of all the 
teachers who helped and especially Miss Emilee Campbell and Ms Annalisa Covelli.  Both   
ladies had to deal with Computer ‘Shell’ issues.  This is a program that the PSSA use, and we 
receive it each year from the CEDB,  unfortunately this year it was not made available to us in 
time for our carnival, therefore most of the work (remember approx 300 students in primary) 
was completed by hand, that is correct, pen and paper.  As you can understand this was    
nearly impossible and meant the ladies had to scramble to get some events even happening 
i.e. the 100 metre finals.  
 
In relation to House winners, Champions of the day and those students that are progressing to 
the Southern Region, these cannot be finalised until the Shell becomes available.  Therefore 
these will be announced later in Term 2.  Once again this is completely out of the school’s   
control.   
 
Just a quick reminder to students you may have received a ribbon (first, second or third)    
however progressing to the next level is all to do with times, as some events were timed finals 
and you may have won your heat but the heat after yours was run at a faster time.  Once again 
the “Shell” tells us all this.  The other thing with certain events qualifying times, distances or 
heights had to be reached to be considered for the Southern Region.    
 
 

Cross Country trials 
 

Cross Country trials for Coolah will take place at school on Monday.  These trials will be run by 
Mr Gough.  If your child  is 8,9,10,11 or 12 and would like to trial and they haven’t received a 
note please see Mr Hudson on Thursday.  Jnr must run 2km and Snr 3km.  If your child is    
successful in the school trial they will receive a note about Coolah and how to register. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 2022 KINDERGARTEN 

ENROLMENTS 

OPEN MONDAY 19TH APRIL 

SCHOOL TOURS ON  

TUESDAY 20TH APRIL AND 

TUESDAY 27TH APRIL 

PLEASE BOOK THROUGH THE WEBSITE OR 

BY CONTACTING THE SCHOOL 

DO YOU KNOW      

SOMEONE  WHO HAS A 

CHILD THAT WILL 

COMMENCE SCHOOL IN 

2022?  WOULD THEY 

LIKE TO JOIN THE 

McAULEY FAMILY? 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT SCHOOL FEES 

 
Families that pay their school fees account by the 
term are reminded that fees for Term 1 are now 
overdue for payment. Please contact Ms Annalisa 
Covelli by the end of this week to arrange payment 
or to discuss commencing a payment plan. 
 
Recently the CEDB has introduced a new fee         
concession to assist eligible low income  earners who 
are experiencing financial hardship. Parents / Carers 
must hold an eligible Health Care Card or Pension 
Card in 2021. Please note that not all HCC or PCC 
cards are eligible. For further information, please 
contact Ms Covelli on 6361 3344 to discuss the      
matter. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendly Tips for Holy Week and Easter… 
 

 Kick Holy Week off by attending one of our Palm Sunday masses 

 

 Holy Week….is there something your family can do for someone 

else? A visit? A phone call? A small gift, like a meal? 

 

 The Easter Triduum consists of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday. Is your family able to experience the true feeling of 

Easter by attending mass on these three days? 

 

 Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and new life on Easter Sunday by 

holding an Easter egg hunt, planting a special plant, reconnecting 

with a friend, family member or neighbour, and celebrating the 

joy Easter provides! 

Family Educator News 

Josh Dunn 



 

Heidi Zuman Maddy Teideman Jervin Sijo 

Audrey Hilder Blakely Hamling Heidi Spicer 

Xanthe Diduszko Evie Hutchinson-Hunt Ted McEvoy 

Maddison O’Brien Annie Fahey Simon Taburnal 

Edie Short Harvey Quarmby Florence Corkhill 

Landon Crosariol Karter Dobson Lilly Hiller 

Lane Bloomfield Annais Carman Arabella Chanoff 

Jemima Fox Marcus Spagnolo George McEvoy 

Michael Rawsthorne Chloe Gillespie Ruby Judge 

Cleo Sampson Mia Partridge Layla Williams 

Jake Quarmby Ena Robinson Joshua McLean 

Molly Spicer Lily Fieldus Lewis Vaughan 

Everlyn Marr Jessica Adamson Annabelle Ferrier 

Maggie McRae Joshua Harris Lacie Zumbo 

Harry Grinter Meagan D’ombrain Madelin Duffy 

Belvia Bryant Cooper Baird April Gardiner 

Lachlan Gander Romey Westgeest Ronan O’Donnell 

Ted Madigan Peter Scott-Robertson Isabelle Waters 

Ella Rogers Levi Zinga Andrea Edwin 

Menphis Diduszko Layla Fraser Luciano Manca 

   

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk7 



 

 

 

   

   

  

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week, next week and over 

the school holidays:  Zac Delaney, Tahlia Swain, Peyton Taylor, Alex Thomas, Landon          

Crosariol, Jack Gander, Shima Siki, Alan Thomas, Molly Spicer, Kody Wasow, Beau Biddle, 

Harry Kingham, Isabel O’Brien, Rosie Hamilton, Zoe Mortimer, Isabelle Waters, Elsie Vial, 

George McEvoy, Marshall Smith, Vittorio Manca, Eden Lyons, Theodore Madigan, Aiden 

O’Donnell, Myla Webb, Mia Brayshaw, Harrison Mosch, Abigail Cain, Matilda Spicer, M-Jay 

Murrell, Isabella Garnaut, Blake Durack, Chloe Gillespie and Michael Rawsthorne. 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 



Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 
90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

 
Friday 26th March 
Casual Clothes Day for Project Compassion - Gold Coin Donation 
 
Monday 29th March 
Cross Country Trials 
 
Thursday 1st April 
Last Day of Term 1 
 
Monday 19th April 
1st Day of Term 2 
Kindergarten 2022 Enrolments Open 
 
Friday 23rd April 
Polding Winter Trials 
 
Sunday 25th April 
ANZAC Day 
 
Tuesday 27th April 
Polding Cross Country - Coolah  

Interesting Fact of the Week 

Most diamonds are at least 3 billion years 

old. 

Friday 11th 

June  (Term 2) 

Pupil Free Day  

(This is also the Queen’s  

Birthday Long Weekend) 



 


