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Term 4 -Week 7 - 25th November 2020

As we get close to the end of the year (this edition of the
Newsletter is published exactly one month before
Christmas day). I want to again thank the students and
families for all their patience during 2020. For the Grade 6
students especially there have been so many events that
are central to being the Senior year beginning with the
Canberra excursion. The teachers of Grade 6 have gone to
great lengths to substitute these events as best they could
and continue to do so regarding the Grade 6 Farewell. The
students have been patient with all these scenarios and
have had a collective appreciation with the situation and
what has been done for them. I did tell them that they
may have to come back to the school when they are in
Years 7, 8 or 9 to have the Canberra Grade 6 excursion.
Michael Croke
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Our Divine Saviour's
example should always be

before us under all
circumstances, particularly
in exercising charity
towards our neighbour.
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Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Be Respectful
Be Responsible
Be Safe

SPB4L Focus: We are Responsible when we Arrive and Leave the School Grounds: This
week we are looking at safety before and after school. It is important that if children arrive
at school before the play bell (8.35am), they move directly to the Kinder/Year 1 Eating
Area. Children who choose to play instead of going straight to the waiting area are at risk,
as they are not supervised and may hurt themselves. Of an afternoon, students need to
move to their exit point promptly.
Important points for students:


Always go straight to the K/1 eating area if you are at

school before the play bell.


No games are to be played before the play bell.



After school, students must move straight to their
pick up/bus/exit point.



When leaving the school use the crossing and wait
for the crossing supervisor to signal to walk.



Walk across the road (don’t run).



If riding a bike or a scooter then wear a helmet and do not ride until you have exited the
school gate and are far enough out of the way of pedestrians.
Kindergarten Orientation 2021: We have now completed our Kinder 2021 Orientation
program. It was amazing how settled the new Kinders were, obviously already keen to start
the next leg of their educational journey into ‘Big School’! It has been a wonderful time,
watching them settle and start to show their independence. We are so lucky to have
amazing older students who are so willing to take on roles of responsibility with our
Kinders. A huge ‘thank you’ to our beautiful Year 5 & 6 students, who so keenly joined in
activities with the current Kinders, looking after them so our new children could use the
Kinder rooms and playground. The Buddy program that runs between Kinder and Year 6 is
so special, and I’m sure the Year 5 are looking forward to meeting their buddies, while our
Year 6 will no doubt miss their Buddies greatly next year as they move on to High School. A
huge ‘thank you’ also to all our Kinder teachers as they have had to put so much more work
into this year’s Orientation due to Covid restrictions. All your work is truly appreciated!

End of Year Celebrations: We are still finalising our end of the year celebrations,
making sure we stay within Covid restrictions, while trying to give our students the best
options for celebrating this year. Year 6 are finalising their preparations and Mrs
Church is in talks with Fr Greg to see how we as a school, can give thanks for this year.
We will keep you posted once we have made decisions.
Absentee Notes: As the year draws to a close, there are many students who still have
outstanding Absenteeism. We need a note explaining each day that children are away
from school. This can either be recorded on Compass directly or a physical note can be
sent into your child’s teacher. We are always responsible for identifying where our
students are. Of late the CEBD has been in contact to arrange meetings with parents
for children who have high rates of absenteeism, as they in turn have accountability to
the Government. If your child has been away this term, could I please ask you to
indicate the reason for their absence by the end of this week, as this is also recorded on
their End of Year Reports.
Life Education Van: We have been very lucky to have the Life Education Van and
Healthy Harold with us over the past two weeks. Each year all of our classes visit the
Van and receive a lesson on an important health element, tied in with our PD/Health/
PE Curriculum. This year we had two educators join Harold, Janet and Karen. A very
special ‘thank you’ to both these lovely ladies for the wonderful way they interacted
with our children. We now look forward to Harold’s visit next year!
Rewards Days: As this year finally draws to a close, our Grades are looking at how
they can celebrate their achievements this year. Each Grade will choose an appropriate
form of Rewards, where they will leave the school grounds for an activity. The cost of
these days has already been covered, so there will be no additional cost for parents.
Please be on the look-out for notes coming home with dates and the needs for the days.
Staffing for 2020: We are still interviewing for some teaching vacancies at McAuley
for next year, and will need to finalise this before we can announce who our Class
Teachers will be for 2021. We hope to have these positions finalised very soon, and will
announce our Staffing as soon as we can.
Lost Property: As the year is draws to a close, I am conscious of the number of items
we have in Lost Property. These items do not have names on them, or have names of
children who have left and handed down their clothing. Next week we will bring boxes
of clothing to the Front Office. If your child/ren have lost items, please take some time
to come into the Front Office and check to see if they are among the huge number of
items. Any clothing left unclaimed at the end of the School year will be donated to the
Clothing Pool.

SPB4L Bands: I am delighted at how students are still trying so hard to follow
our School Rules of Being Respectful, Responsible and Safe. As a result, they are
earning raffle tickets and marbles, and getting their Bronze and Silver bands! I will
wait now until several children have received these bands before having another
celebrations lunch. Thank you to all for the happy and positive way they go about
their day, being supportive and generous people!
Reports: Our end of year Reports will be available on Compass at the end of next
week, 4th December. These will be complete Reports, unlike the mid-year Covid
version we had to send home last time. These will be electronic reports, however if
you need ‘hard copy’, please let us know. At this stage, restrictions are still in place
regarding parents on school grounds, so should you wish to discuss your child’s
report, we will organise for a meeting using a different form of communication.
“No Hat, No Play!” Our weather is all over the place at the moment, hot one day
and cold the next! When it is hot though, it is usually quite intense. The students
have been very good at remembering to bring their hats to school, so could you
please continue to encourage them to have them each day. We do take our school
rule “No Hat, No Play” very seriously, for your children’s safety, therefore children
not bringing their hats to school will need to sit quietly in their eating areas during
breaks. Please continue to discuss the need for sun protection with your children
and encourage them to wear sunscreen to school as well.
Covid 19 Procedures for School: We are always aware of the ever-changing
restrictions and recommendations concerning Covid 19. Our current advice
indicates that: If any staff member or student has any symptoms of Covid,
they must seek medical advice as to if they require a Covid test. These
symptoms include temperature, cough, sore throat and bodily aches. If your
child is not well, even if they have been cleared of Covid, they need to
remain at home until ALL their symptoms have disappeared. This includes
persistent coughs, sore throats, runny nose etc. If you have taken your child for a
Covid test, they also need to remain home until the test results are known,
and if clear, results must be sighted by the Office Staff before a child is able
to return to school. This is to make sure our school rema ins safe for the rest
of the population. If well enough, children may access online educational
activities such as Reading Eggs or Mathletics. Thank you for your understanding
in this matter.

Wishing you a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

Gospel Reflection and Prayer (from GPBS)
This Sunday we begin Advent. Advent is a time of expectant waiting and
preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Christ at Christmas. Advent
also heralds the beginning of the new Church year. In this week's Sunday
Gospel we hear the message to be watchful.
(Mark 13: 35 - 37)
‘So, stay at your post, watching. You have no idea when the homeowner is returning, whether
evening, midnight, cockcrow, or morning. You don’t want anyone showing up unannounced,
with you asleep on the job. I say it to you, and I’m saying it to all: Stay at your post. Keep
watch!’

When Jesus says “Be watchful,” we always think he doesn’t mean us, he means someone else. We
often put our faith in the “later” category. We intend to be good, spiritual, faithful people - at a future
time. The Church’s wisdom, right from the start of the church year, is to remind us to live with
watchfulness and attention. Miss no opportunity to be kind, generous, forgiving and loving.
Prayer
Be ready for the coming of God’s chosen one.
Prepare with prayer and meditation.
Be ready for the coming of God’s chosen one.
Prepare with friends and family.
Be ready for the coming of God’s chosen one.
Prepare as members of this faith community.
Be ready for the coming of God’s chosen one.
Prepare with hearts and minds alive with hope.
Amen.

Year 2 had a wonderful time at their Reconciliation Retreat last week. The students explored the
sacrament of Reconciliation through prayer and reflection. The students heard the story of The Lost
Sheep and created an artwork that will be displayed in their Year 3 area next year to remind them of
Reconciliation. Students had created a paperchain with their families at home. We then linked these
together to show that as a Church and school community we are all joined in love and compassion.

On Thursday 3S will receive the sacrament of Reconciliation.

Year 5 Leadership Retreat
We look forward to working with the Year 5 students this Friday as they
begin their journey as leaders of our school. Mr Dunn, Family Educator, will
join the students on Friday morning to help lead them through part of their
retreat. The Year 5 teachers will then guide the students for the rest of the
day. The theme for the retreat is “Lead Like Jesus Did.” Have a wonderful
day Year 5!
Wishing you all a peaceful week.
Brooke Church
Religious Education Coordinator

STUDENT BANDS
Congratulations to the following students on receiving their

: No new students

Congratulations to the following students on receiving their
: Sophie McAlister, Eamon Franklyn,
Paityn Klaare, Riya George, Ruby Judge, Samantha Halpin, George McEvoy and Macy Maric.
Congratulations to the following students on receiving their Bronze Band: Zac Boney, Marshall Smith, Isla Callaghan, Cleo Sampson, Sarah Stone, Francesca Martelli and Heidi Elmes.
Congratulations to the following students on receiving their Silver Band: Elise Vial, Matilda Johnson, Millie
Bunting, Georgie Martyr, Digby Luelf, Cooper Garnaut, Lillian Davis and Oscar Logan.

Family Educator News
Josh Dunn

With the 1st of December just around the corner, how many of these
activities can your family complete? Print off and try!

MERIT AWARDS
Vyv Catterson

Isla Tilston

Arabella McCauley-Voican

Gilliam McGuire

Nellie Cain

Archie Eades

Kaleah Norton

Fletcher Grevink

Rachel D’Ombrain

Madeline Delaney

Heidi Elmes

Harrison Mosch

Ethan Gallagher

Delilah Fichera

Zara Eyles

Amelia Weston

Aruna Nugroho

Brodie McNeill

Marco Sciuto

Hunter Dillon

Cleo Sampson

Ivy Healey

William Hepworth

Archie Haydon

Hannah Cantrill

Vittorio Manca

Henry Seale

Lily Fieldus

Hugh Franklyn

Xanthe Gardner

Ben Delaney

Archie Markwick

Judd Zinga

Hans Pangilian

Austin Macdouall

Charlie Livingstone

Ruby Hilder

Ben Mathews

Myia Gibson

Azalyah Rolton

Alex Fraser

Austin Brooking

Riley Buss

Annabel Dunn

Sam Garvin

Austin Dews

Abbie-Rose Theobald

Isabel Vanes

Leo Vaughan

Ava Westgeest

Will Wythes

Molly Haydon

Harry Johnston

Beau Jeffery

Katiza Hillier

Brooklyn Ryan

Olivia Tom

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Darcy Nunn,

Cooper Garnaut, Ryan Gibson, Cooper Baird, Tomma Tancred, Annalise Wright, Maggie
McRae & Bronx Rolton.

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL
A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not
school) event. We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class.

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Catherine McAuley Health Blog
Staying on Track at Christmas Time
The Christmas season is just around the corner… and the extra
demands of school holidays are about to hit us! With the relentless
strain of ‘making an appearance’ at every end-of-year function
you’ve been invited to, it’s possible (or probable) that the regular
‘healthy routine’, might end up in the bin (just like all that discarded
wrapping paper)!
There are some easy ways to stay on track though!
Here’s my Top 5 Tips:
Make a ‘Year End’ Resolution: Only a very small fraction of people ever maintain their
New Year’s Resolutions beyond a few weeks, so start your exercise and healthy eating efforts well
prior to the Christmas chaos, to ensure that you’ve already established some good habits by the
new year.

Schedule it In & Step it Up: It’s a busy time of year with additional stress and lots of additional
calories, so it’s even more important to be non-negotiable in sticking to an exercise schedule. At
the very least, go for a brisk walk after every meal…. or park a little bit further away from the
shops or your next function venue, to increase your incidental physical activity.
Plan Your Menus & Portion Sizes: Take the time to do some careful planning, to
minimise over-indulgence and waste. Think about ‘realistic portion sizes’ (for yourself and your
guests), and keep in mind that your guests will likely bring a plate of food as well. There’s no
need to go overboard.
Stand out from the Crowd: Be the Mum, the colleague, friend or family member that
presents the healthiest platter at each festive function you attend. You’ll not only guarantee
yourself a healthy eating option, but you’ll be sharing your love for others with deliciously
nutritious food.
It’s Ok to Simply Say ‘No Thank You’: There’s absolutely no reason to
feel pressured by family or friends to overload your body with more food
or alcohol than it needs. Even though you may feel compelled to explain
your reason for not following the majority, there’s absolutely no need for
you to justify your ‘no thank you’ response either. It’s YOUR choice and
healthy boundaries need to be honoured.
Avoid the ‘food coma regrets’, and your body will truly thank you for it too!
Cherie Rivas
Partner in Health & Wellness.

Friday 27th November - Year 1 Gymnastics
Friday 27th November - Year 6 Golf (remember $5 on the day)
Wednesday 2nd December - Year 5 Blayney Pool Rewards Day (casual clothes)
Friday 4th December - Kindergarten Rewards Day - Botanic Gardens & Adventure Playground (casual
clothes)
Friday 11th December - Christmas Casual Clothes Day
Monday 14th December - Year 6 Burrendong Rewards Day (casual clothes)
Wednesday 16th December - Last Day of School for 2020

Thursday 28th January 2021 - 1st day of school for Years 1-6
Friday 29th January 2021 - 1st day of school for Kindergarten

Interesting Fact of the Week
There are only four words in the English language
which end in - dous: tremendous, horrendous,
stupendous and hazardous.
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