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I have spoken to the students this week about the importance of noticing 

how our words and actions " can include or exclude others". It is our focus 

for the week. Sadly we often read and see in media, instances where adults 

have not been respectful towards each other and often in very  tragic cases 

have decided to solve their differences by violence. Sadly such violence 

needs a breeding ground. We always say to the students that no situation is 

ever solved by raised voices, aggression or violence or sniping  but rather 

calm discussion. This is a formula that must be followed by children and 

adults alike, especially if we say we are part of a Christian school            

community. As adults we must realise that children will follow the example 

of what we say and do (probably forget our positive example but remember 

any  negative or certainly aggressive example forever!). They will be greatly 

influenced by how we speak of others and how we treat others, especially 

those closest. We must make sure we set the ultimate example in these  

areas.  

 

Michael Croke 
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Focus of the Week: We Play Safely and Respectfully at School.  This week we are looking at 

how we can play safely and inclusively on the playground, so that everyone feels 
comfortable and happy in this environment. It is very important to be aware of the 
rules of the playground, and to follow these rules.  They are for our safety and also to 
include all so that no one feels left out or alone.  When we are on the playground, we 
need to be aware of our action and how these will keep us safe, as well as keep    
others safe and happy.  This week we are also looking at how our words as well as 
our actions can include or exclude others. 

 

Tours of the School: This week and next week we are conducting tours of the school for anyone thinking 

of sending their child to McAuley. The parents, Grandparents and community members who have been on 
the tour so far have commented on our wonderful flexible learning spaces that cater for small group work, 
class work and can open up to accommodate enquiry based learning. They have also been impressed with 
our upgraded playground facilities, Before and After School Care and all that is on offer for our children at 
break times especially the synthetic grass. Most of all they have been impressed with the welcoming       
atmosphere the friendly teachers and children who are engaged in a wide variety of activities.  If you know 
of someone who is considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 2021, please let 
them know about our tours. To book for a tour please ring the school on 63613344. 

 

Ash Wednesday:  Today is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Season of Lent.  We were delighted to 

have the Primary students from St Mary’s School join us for Mass this morning at St Joseph’s Church before 
staying for Recess. 

 

Southern Region Swimming Carnival:  We were delighted to have 38 of our students attend the 

Southern Region Swimming Carnival yesterday at the Orange Aquatic Centre.  A very special ‘thank you’ to 
Miss Emilee Campbell, Mr Mark Sheridan and Mrs Jane Lenehan for leading our troops today.  They were 
delighted with both the behavior of our students, and their sportsmanship.  Congratulations for               
representing our school so beautifully!  Also, a huge ‘thank you’ to all our parents who came along and 
helped in any way with the running of the carnival.  Without your support, we would not be able to run 
these events.  Further details of the carnival are given later in this Newsletter. 

 

Catholic Schools Week: We are very proud of what we offer our students here at McAuley, as a centre 

for Catholic Education.  Next week we have the opportunity to celebrate this during “Catholic Schools’ 
Week”.  I would encourage all families to join us on Sunday 8th March, at St Joseph’s Church at 9.30am 
Mass for our Parish Catholic Schools’ Week Mass.  We will join together with St Mary’s and Sheahan as a 
Parish to celebrate Mass to conclude this special week. 

WE PLAY  

SAFELY AND 

RESPECTFULLY 

 AT SCHOOL. 



Kinder Conversations:  As part of Catholic Schools’ Week, we offer Kindergarten parents an opportunity 

to meet with their child’s teacher to have a ‘chat’ about how they are settling into ‘big school’.  This is an  
important chance for teachers to share their observations with parents, and for parents to offer insights 
about their child.  A note has gone home to Kinder parents asking them to book online through Compass for 
an interview next week. 

 

Morning Routine- Drop and Go:  I can’t help but notice how independent the Kinder students are     

becoming as I join them on playground duty. They are quickly growing in confidence in their new                       
environment and have settled well into routines. Parents, please continue to assist your child with this      
independent growth by dropping them at the gate instead of bringing them all the way into the  playground. 
This avoids any problems and settles children for the day ahead. Thank you for helping to make this new  
experience exciting and positive for our children. 

 

Please Don’t forget to wear your hat!!  Hats must be worn in the playground for all of Terms 1 and 4.  

 

Assembly:  We are off to a great start with our Class Assemblies 

this year!  So far Year 6H and Year 5C have given us a wonderful 
insight into the fantastic work they are doing in their rooms. This 
week on Friday at 2.10pm we have 4P Assembly then next week we 
can look forward to  a Special Assembly to present our Mini       
Vinnies and MEGS Children (Environmental group) with their  
badges. A reminder that bus zones will be in place during           
Assembly time so please park around the corner in March or Byng 
Street to avoid parking in the Bus Bay and receiving a fine. All  
parents and friends are very welcome to join us for all our           
Assemblies.   

 

Wishing you a great week, 

Robyn Petty 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Gospel Reflection 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, the First Sunday in Lent, we hear of the 

Temptation of Jesus in the Desert. Lent is a season of invitation. 

It is an invitation to step into the desert with Jesus; to confront 

our own purpose and to renew our trust in God’s vision for the 

world and for us individually.  In the Gospel we hear of Jesus 

fasting in the desert for 40 days The whole idea of fasting and 

sacrifice is an attempt to simplify our lives. Through simplifying 

our life and removing some of the daily distractions, we can share 

in a closer experience of Jesus. What distractions can I remove to 

simplify my own life? What will I do this Lent to take time to be 

with Jesus? 

 

Around the Rooms 
On Thursday 5F will attend Reconciliation, Year 1 will have a visit from one of our Parish Priests to talk about 

Lent and Year 4 will attend the Parish Mass at 9:30am in St Joseph’s Church. All Year 4 parents and families are 

welcome to come and celebrate Mass with the Year 4 students.  

 

St Therese 
Classes have been busy this week learning about St Therese and her family ahead of the Relics being in the parish 

this Friday and Saturday. Students have been learning who St Therese is and that she always tried to show that she 

loved God by doing the little things in life. St Therese is also known as “The Little Flower.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Year 6 had a lot of fun learning about St Therese and her Parents St Louis and St Zellie. St Therese is referred to 

as the 'Little Flower' so we made a flower to put in our prayer space at home. We are looking forward to seeing 

their relics which are coming to Orange this weekend.” 

All families are invited to attend the special Masses and prayer this weekend to honour St Therese and her family.  



 

School Masses and Liturgies 

 
 

Today the primary classes joined with the students in Year 3-6 from St Mary’s Catholic School to celebrate 

Ash Wednesday with Mass led by Fr Matthew. While Mass is always celebrated with a priest a Liturgy of the 

Word is led by students and teachers. Our Year 2 teachers and students led the infants classes in a prayerful 

liturgy to celebrate Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. Students received ashes in a 

cross on their forehead as a reminder to grow in their love for God and for each other.  

Visit the Relics of St Therese of Lisieux and her parents  

St Zelie and St Louis Martin 

Friday 28th February 

5:30pm Welcome at St Joseph's Church and procession of relics into the 
Church. 

5:45pm Opening Mass with the relics at St Joseph’s Church followed by 
veneration, devotions, readings, confessions and silent prayer, concluding 

at 9:30pm. 

  

Saturday 29th February 

9:00am - 3:00pm at St Joseph’s: veneration, devotions, readings,       

confessions, silent prayer.  

6:00pm Final Mass at St Joseph’s followed by veneration till 8:00pm.  

8:00pm Farewell relics from the parish with procession from St Joseph’s 
Church.  

 

Blessed medals of St Therese will be available during veneration of the  

relics. 



 
 

Catholic School Week 

 
 

 
Pancakes for Project Compassion 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Catholic Schools Week begins on the 1st 

March and finishes on Sunday 8th March. 

During this week we will be presenting the 

Mini Vinnies Group and McAuley          

Environment Group with their badges at a 

special assembly on Friday 6th March, 

2:20pm in Kenna Hall. Catholic Schools 

Week will culminate with Mass at 9:30am 

on March 8th in St  Joseph’s Church.  

What a wonderful way to start our fundraising for Project Compassion this Lent. A huge 

thank you to Mrs Kate Wright and the Mini Vinnies team who held a hugely successful 

morning tea yesterday. The pancakes were delicious! During Lent we are asked to give 

to those less fortunate through Project Compassion. Each student will receive a Project 

Compassion box today to take home and place any donations during Lent. Students are 

then asked to return their boxes at the end of term with all money being sent to Caritas 

to continue their wonderful work. More information can be found at  

https://lent.caritas.org.au/#blank  

 

 

https://lent.caritas.org.au/#blank


Commissioning Assembly for Mini Vinnies and MEGS 
  
This year the members of  Mini Vinnies and MEGS (McAuley                     
Environmental Group) will be commissioned at an afternoon School     
Assembly in Kenna Hall. This is where members will make their pledge 
and be badged to show their dedication to their chosen group. The date 
of  this event is Friday 6th March, 2020 at 2:10pm at Kenna Hall. 
  
On the Sunday following this Commissioning Assembly (8th March), the 
students and their families are encouraged to attend the 9:30am Parish 
Mass at St Joseph’s Church to receive a special blessing. This special 
mass will make up part of  Catholic Schools Week. 
  
There will then be a little celebratory morning tea in Kenna Hall for our 
newly appointed members. We hope you can join us to acknowledge 
what these wonderful students do for our school and wider                  
communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kate Wright 

  
 
 

MEGS  
McAuley Environmental Group 
 



 

Pancakes for Project Compassion 

 

Well done and thank you to the Mini Vinnies team who successfully organised 
and delivered a wonderful Shrove Tuesday pancake event. There were so 
many happy faces and full tummies and the best part is that all the money we 
raised as a school goes towards the Project Compassion charity to help those 
less fortunate than us.  
 

A big thank you to the parents who assisted with the making of pancakes or 
providing pancake mixes. A special shout out to Kellie Ziola for her catering 
skills and willingness to contribute to our special cause. Thank you Kellie! 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE A CHILD STARTING SCHOOL IN 2021? 

CATHERINE MCAULEY IS RUNNING SCHOOL TOURS! 

PLEASE PHONE OUR OFFICE TO BOOK A TOUR ON 6361 3344 

WHEN:   MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY - 9:30am - 10:00am 

  TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 MONDAY 2ND MARCH - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 TUESDAY 3RD MARCH - 9:30am - 10:00am 

 

FAMILY FAITH MEETINGS - YEAR 3 

 

 

 

Further to the Sacramental Meeting that you will have attended recently, we 

have opened bookings for you to book your Family Faith Meeting.  These 

meetings will be held at the Parish Office.  Please make your booking via 

Compass.  You should have a notification on the Compass App.  Please 

contact the school if you have any problems making your appointment.  

If you were unable to attend the parent meeting, please contact Liss Ryan at 

the Parish Office - 6362 2378 or Email: sacraments@orange.cdob.org.au 

Brooke Church 

Religious Education Coordinator  



Phones & Smartwatches 
Dear Parents  

The exponential growth of technology and its role in education for the 21st Century  
Student, has been very exciting but also very challenging. Students are faced with more 
distractions than ever before and are struggling to maintain focus and concentration, 
manage impulsivity and avoid distraction. It is our role to help support them to develop 
as successful learners.  

In order to support students’ learning and positive wellbeing, the school will no longer 
permit students to have their phones or smartwatches with them during school hours. 
They may drop them off at the office in the morning for safekeeping and pick them up 
before the end of the school day.   

We wish to keep our students focused on learning. Thank you for your support.  

Belinda Forbes - Primary Coordinator 

MERIT AWARDSMERIT AWARDSMERIT AWARDS   

Mason Dukes Isla Tilston Phoebe Turner 

Harry Vial Pollyanna Bailey Owen Bennett 

Florence Corkhill Coby Rich Xanthe Bryant 

Zac Boney Nicolas Echeverri Sophie McAlister 

Ethan Gallagher Delilah Fichera Oscar Gardner 

Lamara Huggins Connor Peate Amelia Weston 

Millie Bunting Sam Cox Elsie Vial 

Abigail Cain Archie Haydon William Hepworth 

Henry Seale Will Fardell Molly Spicer 

Bobby Russell Sienna Lawford Klay Oliver–Roach 

Frankie Downey Emilie Turner Harrison Church 

Madelin Duffey Austn Macdouall Preston Brady 

Ruby Hilder Archie Cox Harrison Devries 

Lilli Duffey Andrew Gibson Toby Dickinson 

Reese Board Sam Garvin Lara Horan 

Jaiden Rogers Jaxon Dobson Kody Wasow 

Thomas Cain Charlie Downey Isabel Vanes 

Luis Quiacao Vi Nguyen Sophie West 

Isabella Boyd Milla Sampson Cory Griffiths 

Arjun Reji Olivia Tom Mitchell Brooks 

   



 

Southern Region Swimming Carnival  

Yesterday 38 students from years 2-6 attended the Orange Swimming Pool for the Southern Region Swimming 

Carnival. These students proudly represented themselves and our school whilst swimming in a number of   

races throughout the day. The students showed great sportsmanship and it was an absolute joy watching them 

cheer on and share encouragement with all competitors. A huge thankyou to all of our McAuley parents and 

friends that helped at the carnival during the day; these events do not run without your support. 

All swimmers should be extremely proud of their achievements representing McAuley at a regional level 

event. Thomas Tancred received Senior Boy Champion, April Gardiner received Junior Girl Champion and 

Grace Edwards received Senior Girls Runner Up.  

Following this carnival a number of our students have qualified for the Diocesan level swimming carnival 

which will be held in Dubbo on March 11th. These students will receive further information regarding this   

carnival in the next week.  

Miss Emilee Campbell  



Catherine McAuley Health Blog 

 

Hygiene Habits for Better Health 

Good health isn’t just about eating well and keeping active…. it’s 

also supported through good personal hygiene habits, which kill or 

prevent the spread of bacteria and viruses that can cause serious 

illness. 

By the time children start school, it’s important that they know the 

basics of good personal hygiene, such as: 

washing hands; 

covering their mouth when they cough; 

having regular baths or showers; 

brushing and flossing teeth. 
 

Good Hand Hygiene: 

Frequent hand-washing is one of the best ways to avoid getting sick and spreading illness. As we go 

about our everyday life, germs accumulate on our hands… and when we touch our eyes, nose or mouth, 

germs can be transferred and cause infections. It’s important therefore, that kids (& parents), wash 

their hands after touching anything that may contaminate them, as well as before touching anything 

that needs to stay clean. This includes: 

 when hands are visibly dirty; 

 before preparing food or after touching raw meat; 

 after sneezing, coughing or blowing nose; 

 after patting animals; 

 before and after touching a wound, cut or rash;  

 after being in contact with body fluids; 

 after using or cleaning the bathroom; 

 after toilet training a child, or changing a nappy; 

 before and after visiting a sick person in hospital; 

 after handling rubbish, household or garden chemicals. 

 

Warm, soapy water is the best option for washing hands when they are visibly dirty. (Normal soap is 

just as good as antibacterial soap). Where possible, dry hands as best as possible, and if using a public 

toilet, use the paper towel or air dryers. 

A hand sanitiser is a good way to clean hands if there is no access to soap and water, however it is only 

effective if hands have no visible dirt on them.  

Our children need to keep themselves clean in order to stay healthy and ultimately feel good about 

themselves… good personal hygiene goes a long way towards boosting self-esteem and confidence. 

Cherie Rivas 
Partner in Health & Wellness 



 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:  Macklin Everett, 

Tara Simpson, Levi Zinga, Jessica Adamson, Vaughn Bieniek, Annais Carman, Samuel 

Kung’u, Digby Luelf, Sophie West, Henry Seale 

Monday to Friday 

Before School Care:  7:00-9:00am 

Permanent booking $13.00 
Casual Booking $15.00 
*Nutritional breakfast included 
After School Care:  3:00-6:00pm 

Permanent booking $22 
Casual booking $26 
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack. 
Vacation Care:  8:00-6:00pm 

$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child. 

*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses. 

Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au 
For further information and to receive a booking pack  

Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au 

Day 9:30am 10:30am 11:30am 

Wednesday - To Be Advised - 

Thursday - To Be Advised - 

Friday  To Be Advised  

Wednesday 4th March to Friday 6th March 

https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
mailto:mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au


 



90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Interesting Fact of the Week 

Salt and pepper are  

provided by NASA for  

astronauts in liquid form. 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 6:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 6:00pm 

Thursday 27th February 

Year 4 Parish Mass 9:30am 

Friday 28th February 

4P Assembly 2:10pm 

Monday 2nd March 

Catholic Schools Week begins 

School Tours 9:30am-10:00am 

Tuesday 3rd March 

School Tours 9:30am-10:00am 

Friday 6th March 

Assembly to badge MEGS & Mini Vinnies Members 2:10pm 

Wednesday 11th March 

Dio Swimming Carnival (Selected Students) 

Year 2 excursion to Beekeepers Inn 

Thursday 12th March 

Year 2 Parish Mass 9:30am 

Friday 13th March 

3C Assembly 2.10pm 

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 


