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As I write this comment I notice that Boxing Day is only a month away
and in between times our school and our families have a school year
to conclude, reports to be written, farewells to be had, presents to be
purchased, holidays to be organised and hopefully sanity to be
maintained! We just need to reassure ourselves that all these things
will take place and we can only do these things day by day. Maybe
some things can wait until 2020!
I would like to make mention of our Carols in the Courtyard that is on
the horizon on Tuesday December 10th. It will be wonderful
testimony of all the hard work that has been done by the teachers and
Mrs Allan and Mrs Snowden especially. As well it will be a chance for
all of us to start engaging in the spirit of Christmas and that it is
something more than a commercial event. I advise all parents to
arrive at the Carols well before the 6:30pm starting time otherwise
you may find yourself parking in North Orange and having to sit in Hill
St! The event does take an enormous amount of work to stage and I do
suspect Mrs Allan and Mrs Snowden may be spotted at Dan Murphy's
within an hour of it concluding!
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Our Divine Saviour's example
should always be before us under
all circumstances, particularly in
exercising charity towards our
neighbour.
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Focus of the Week
WE ARE
RESPONSIBLE
BY PLAYING
IN OUR
CORRECT
AREAS

Focus of the Week: We Are Responsible by Playing in our Correct Areas: This week our focus is once again on which
areas students are to play in. At this time of year, students will often move to other areas to play, which can cause a
number of problems. If younger students are in areas where older children usually play, they may get in the cross flow of
fast moving students, and get hurt. Older children playing in areas reserved for younger children can also cause issues with
younger children becoming hurt or feeling a little intimidated. It is important that we clarify areas, especially now at the end
of the school year. There are times however, when children are asked to play in different areas. In this case, we are offering
support to individual children.

Kinder 2020 Orientation: We have now completed our Kinder 2020 Orientation program. It was amazing how settled the
new Kinders were last week, obviously already keen to start the next leg of their educational journey into ‘Big School’! It has
been a wonderful time, watching them settle and start to show their independence. We are so lucky to have amazing older
students who are so willing to take on roles of responsibility with our Kinders. A huge ‘thank you’ to our beautiful Year 5
students, who so keenly joined in activities in the kinder rooms after warmly welcoming our new families to McAuley. These
terrific students will become Buddies for our 2020 Kinders, and are already preparing for this very special role. A massive
‘thank you’ also to our Year 6 students and teachers, who worked with our current Kinders during this Orientation time.
They will no doubt miss their Buddies greatly next year as they move on to High School. We still do have very limited
vacancies available for Kinder next year, so if you know of any families who are still looking for a placement for their child,
please let them know about the McAuley Family.

Staffing for 2020: Congratulations to Ms Justine Staniforth on her appointment to the Staff of Catherine McAuley for 2020
as Special Education Teacher. Justine will be replacing Mrs Ann Kelly and Mrs Debbie Sands while they take a very well
earned rest. We are continuing the process of interviewing teachers for the various vacancies on Staff and hope to finalise
our staffing soon for 2020. We will be able to announce the teachers for next year toward the end of the term.

End of Year Reports: Teachers are now in the process of writing the end of year reports on students. This is quite a
lengthy and demanding process, as teachers work to offer accurate records of each child’s progress throughout this year.
Students will bring home their reports at the end of Week 9 (13 th December). Parents are then welcome to make an
appointment in the final week of the year if they wish to discuss the report with their child’s teacher.

End of Year Celebrations: Year 6 will have their final Farewell Mass and dinner on Wednesday, 4th December commencing
with 5:45pm Mass. Each year we also ask the Year 5 Parents to help at the dinner for the Year 6 Celebration after Mass in
Kenna Hall. Thank you to all those parents who have offered to assist from both Year 5 and Year 6. A note has gone out to
Year 6 parents indicating what was decided at the parent meeting recently. A note will go out to our Year 5 parents this
week regarding further information on the evening.

Final Year Assembly: Congratulations to Year 4M who hosted a lovely and lively assembly last week. This was the last
class assembly for this year. Our final assembly for the year will take place on Thursday, 12 th December in Kenna Hall
following our End of Year Mass. We will announce our School and House Captains for 2020 at this Assembly, and
acknowledge our Year 6 Award Recipients. All members of the McAuley family are very welcome to join us both for Mass
and at the Assembly.

Byng Street Afternoon Duty: Please remember that this term afternoon duty at Byng St will finish at 3:30pm. At this
time, the Byng St and Sale St gates will be closed and any children who are still waiting for parents/carers will be brought
over to the Hill St Bus Lines for supervision
Have a wonderful week, Robyn Petty

Advent
Happy new year! This coming Sunday, 1st of December, the Church
celebrates the beginning of a new liturgical year as we begin the season
of Advent. During this season, we pray that God will continue to prepare
our hearts in readiness to welcome Jesus into our lives even more
abundantly.
One of the major symbols of the Advent season is the wreath. The
encircling wreath is symbolic of God without beginning or end and the
green foliage represents our hope in God. There are usually five candles
in the wreath, a central white candle representing the light of Christ
that came into the world and then four outside candles that are usually
purple and rose coloured. The first candle is generally symbolic of Hope
and Expectation. The third candle – the rose or pink candle – celebrates
the Joy that is anticipated in the coming of Christ. The progressive
lighting of the candles marks the journey towards the Nativity.
Christmas Prep Playlist
This week was an exciting week for the Tavares family as we purchased tickets to see the Rend
Collective in 2020. The Rend Collective are best known at McAuley for My Lighthouse, but have many
other inspiring worship songs in their repertoire too. Revival Anthem is from their latest album and I
have added it to our Advent playlist. I hope you can find some time to enjoy the Advent playlist by
following the links below.
Spotify Advent Playlist
Youtube Advent Playlist
Christmas Hampers
As Christians we are called to bring the love
of Jesus to all especially those who are
struggling. Thank you so much to our
McAuley families for the many donations we have already received in support of the Vinnies Christmas
Appeal. It is through your kind donations that St Vincent de Paul are able to continue bringing home to
many families in our community who are less fortunate than ourselves. Items can be sent in with your
child or delivered straight to the front office.
Year 6 Farewell Mass and Dinner
Next Wednesday 4th December we celebrate the achievement of our Year 6 students and wish them all
the best for the journey ahead. These celebrations will begin with Mass at 5:45pm followed by dinner
in Kenna Hall for Year 6 and their families.
Final School Mass
Our final school Mass will be celebrated at 9:30am on Thursday, 12th December in St Joseph’s Church.
All are very welcome to attend. This will be followed by our final school assembly where our Year 5
students will receive their leadership pledges and our 2019 school leaders will be announced (badges
will be given at the opening school Mass for 2020).
Camille Da Silva Tavares
Religious Education Coordinator

Catherine McAuley Health Blog
Creating Calm for Healthier Kids
Did you know that overscheduled (& overstressed) kids are at higher
risk of experiencing depression and anxiety? They also can show an
overall lack of imagination or creativity and have fewer
problem-solving skills.
Finding a healthy balance between school, activities, and play can
mean the difference between a well-adjusted child and a
stressed-out one. Sometimes it can be tricky to know what that
balance point is, but if your child is showing any of the following
symptoms, it may be time to reconsider the schedule:
1. They are tired… a lot!
2. They are grumpy or agitated with limited control over their emotions.
3. They have recurring physical symptoms such as headaches or stomach aches.
4. They have trouble sleeping.
5. They are withdrawn and don’t even want to join in fun activities, or play with friends.
6. They are having trouble concentrating on homework or grades may be slipping.
7. They are slacking with their chores or need a reminder to do them.
8. They have limited free time most days.
9. They say they want to stay at home and do nothing.
10. They no longer enjoy something that was once fun for them.

Kids generally need at least a few days each week where they have nothing scheduled, as well as
‘free time’ every day. Where possible, prioritise outdoor play during ‘free time’ (rather than
sedentary activities), as this is where the truly creative play happens…. and usually the exercise
too! Being outdoors also has a calming effect and reduces stress!

If you find that you are overscheduled, decide (together) which activities to cut, postpone until
next term (or season), and which to continue. Think of how that can lighten the broader family
‘load’ and create a little more calm for mums and dads too!

Cherie Rivas.
Partner in Health & Wellness

Carols in the Courtyard
Please mark Tuesday evening, December 10th in your diaries for
our whole school concert, "Carols in the Courtyard". All families
and friends are invited to join us for this outdoor event to be held
in the school playground. ALL students will be performing and
leading us in singing some well known Christmas carols and a few
surprise Christmas songs. Details of this BYO chair and/or picnic
rug will be outlined in a separate note later in the term, as will
some simple costume requirements for the children. Get
excited...only 7 weeks 'til Christmas!

Band Performances
Both the Training and Concert Bands will be performing for the school community
in a special Band Recital. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Band Recital
has been postponed again. It will now take place on Friday, December 13th at
2:15pm in Kenna Hall. My sincere apologies for any inconvenience caused. Also,
as both bands will be featured at our "Carols in the
Courtyard" family event on Tuesday December 10th, it is
vitally important that all students remember to bring their
instruments and music to rehearsals EVERY Friday, no
matter what other school activities are also planned.
Parents' assistance in this would be greatly appreciated.

Year 5 and 6 Christmas Art Exhibition
This year, all senior students were given the opportunity to
create a Christmas artwork. While not all were chosen for the
Diocesan exhibition, we thought it important to display all
artworks at a school level. We invite you to view these
amazing pieces during our Carols in the Courtyard celebration.
The exhibition will take place in the bottom Year 5 classrooms
and will be open throughout the evening. Please take the time
to have a look at how our students have brought to life the real
story of Christmas.
Anne Allan

MERIT AWARDS
Harry Fardell

Annais Carman

Carter Priest

Amelia Weston

Lachlan Church

Harriet Bailey

Nicholas Echeverri

Logan Omrod

Sophie McAlister

Tyler Jackson

Layla Williams

Ellie Cronin

Lincoln Hainsworth

Calum Davis

Mason Boney

Sylvia Miller

Marco Scuito

Aliza Cook

Isabel O’Brien

William Fardell

Ethan Turner

Iona Qumivutia

Lacey Omrod

Frankie Downey

Judd Zinga

Gabrielle Cain

Bobby Russell

Charlie Livingstone

Jack Spagnolo

Sophie Place

Alex Fraser

Asha Priest

Brodie Nunn

Ethan Agland

Matthew Crump

Zander Hainsworth

Sienna Vaughan

Jye Spurr

Frances Martelli

Menphis Diduszko

Isabelle Waters

Eliza Mackin

Emerson Page

Julie Loecker

Jaiden Rogers

Ryder Tilston

Jorja Mascord

Jack Bingham

Selina Tang

Harry Robertson

Molly Haydon

Cory Griffiths

Darcy Franklyn

Liam Fraser

Bede Marriage

Lily Davis

Daniel Cooper

Seth Vardenega

Bella Major

Kate McKendry

ICAS Tests 2019
Recently several students from Years 3-6 completed examinations from the University of NSW in English and
Mathematics. Congratulations to these students on their efforts in these exams. We were fortunate enough
to receive a number of Merit, Credit and Distinction Certificates in both English and Mathematics. These
students had their names read out at our Assembly last week and are listed below.
Robyn Petty

English
Merit
Connor Curran

Credit

Maths
Distinction

Merit

Credit

Distinction

Ronan O’Donnell

Ruby Hilder

Connor Curran

Jayden Jomon

Vaughn Bieniek

Jayden Jomon

Vaughn Bieniek

Isabelle Waters

Eamon Franklyn

Juliet Jojo

Eamon Franklyn

Darcy Franklyn

Grace Edwards

Ava Elmes

Koby Reid

Darcy Franklyn

Divaakara Nugroho
Isabelle Waters
Mason Everett
Luciano Manca
Isabella Boyd

Ollea Iffland

Awards
Bronze Awards
Billy Dean

Sienna Gosper

Lacey Wasil

Atticus McGuire

Chelsea Turner

Gabrielle Cain

Liam Fraser

Silver Awards
Bridget Waters

Brooke Vaughan

Lola Short

Please remember that children need to wear their hats during Recess and Lunch time

Nude Food Tuesdays have come to McAuley!!
Nude Food Tuesday’s have been introduced to Catherine McAuley. If you’re not sure what a
Nude Food Tuesday is - please read the information to see why we need to do this!!
Well done to the many children who already bring their lunches to school without any packaging.
Our aim is to make it a whole school practice. How good would it be to eventually have a Nude
Food Week!

CATHERINE MAC PHOTO COMPETITION
Some of the lovely entries in the MEGS Photo Comp!!

Look closely in your back yard and find the magic! Take a
photo and send it in!
Vouchers for you to choose your own prizes to be won!
Enter one of these three sections: Infants, Primary or
Adult .
Final date to enter Sunday 8th December.
All photos will be exhibited for you to see in Weeks 9 and
10!

Please email to mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au
Prizes to be one.
Judged by a professional photographer.
Ends Week 9!!
Best photos for each week will be in the newsletter.

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week:

Cooper Garnaut,

Cooper Baird, Claire Gibson, Thomas Tancred, Annalise Wright, Maggie McRae, Lily Moody,
Bronx Rolton, Macy Maric, Riley Nunn, Charlotte Collins and Ana Tavares

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Monday 2nd December to Friday 6th December
Day

9:30am

10:30am

11:30am

Monday

--

--

-

Tuesday

-

-

Amy Gormly

Wednesday

-

-

Belinda Bailey

Thursday

-

Muffy Gersbach

Nicole Churchland

Friday

Lucy Johnson/Kat Rodgers Jane Griffiths/Sandra Mendel Terri Newman

Thursday 28th November
Kindergarten Grade Mass 9:30am
Friday 29th November
Year 5 Leadership Retreat in Kenna Hall
Year 6 Golf
Wednesday 4th December
Year 6 Farewell Mass & Dinner 5:45pm

Interesting Fact of the
Week
90% of everything written
in English uses just 1000
words.

Thursday 5th December
Year 6 Orienteering Cook Park
Tuesday 10th December
Carols in the Courtyard
Wednesday 11th December
Mini Vinnies St Francis Aged Care Christmas Visit
Clothing Pool Open 2:15pm
Thursday 12th December
End of Year Mass 9:30am followed by End of Year Assembly 10:30am
Friday 13th December
Training & Concert Band Recital 2:15pm Kenna Hall (please note change
of date)
Rewards Day Years 1, 2 & 3
Casual Clothes (Xmas Clothes)
Monday 16th December
Year 6 Burrendong Excursion
Wednesday 18th December
Last Day for Students for Term 4
Wednesday 29th January 2020
1st Day of Term 1 for Students in Grades 1 to 6
Thursday 30th January 2020
1st Day of Term 1 for Kindergarten

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School
Mass Times
St Mary’s Church - Saturday 6:00pm
- Sunday 9:30am
St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am
- Sunday 6:00pm
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