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We have to make decisions 

Catherine never faced but 

for which she has              

empowered us. 

M Celeste Rouleau 

 

A very big thank you to all staff, parents and students for 

displaying wonderful patience, care and common sense 

during the lockdown and general COVID period.  We 

hope and pray there are brighter days ahead. 
 

Michael Croke 

 

      10 YEARS              2012 - 2021 

Book Fair now open 

until Friday.  See Pg 7 in 

this newsletter for       

further information. 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus of the Week: For the last two weeks we have been revising our focus on looking after our environment. 
We need to be more mindful of how we can reduce our rubbish, and how we can recycle the rubbish we do  
create.  Extra packaging in our lunch-boxes contributes both to landfill as well as a mess in our eating areas. We 
can minimise our waste by having ‘nude food’ days and recycling all packaging possible.  We also need to put 
our waste in the correct bins, and keep our ‘return and earn’ items separate, as they can bring in money that 
we can spend on play items for the school! 

Important points for students: 

 Recycle all rubbish that can be recycled - check the labels!! 

 Keep lunch and play areas clean by placing rubbish in the 

correct bins 

 Keep ‘return and earn’ items separate and put them in the 

appropriate containers - we get money for these!! 

 Pick up lunch boxes and drink bottles and take home so they can be used again.  

 Show initiative, if you see rubbish in the playground, pick it up yourself don’t wait for       
someone else to do it 

 

Covid Restrictions:  Thank you for your patience and co-operation while we have experienced our latest          
lockdown and tight restrictions.  It has been a difficult time for all, and we understand the inconvenience of     
disrupted daily routines for children.  We really appreciate all your time and effort put in recently to Covid 
testing and then forwarding on these results to the school.  It is difficult working out how best to look after our 
children and our school community, especially at times like we are currently experiencing, however, our            
overriding concern is always the safety of our children.  Even if some of the expectations we impose may seem 
excessive, we need to be sure that we have done all we can to maintain the health and well-being of all our    
children, and in turn our Staff and our School Families.  We are fortunate at McAuley that we have an amazing 
School Family who support us in being able to protect our children.  Thank you so much.  

 

Afternoon Pickup Procedures:  While our local lockdown restrictions have eased, we are still experiencing Covid 
restrictions across NSW.  Therefore, our afternoon pickup procedures will continue with limited parent entry to 
the school. Thank you for your assistance in continuing to keep our McAuley community safe. 

Our School Rules Focus of the Week 



Hill Street Pick Up: 

Hill Street Pick up will still operate from the same area, however the gates will remain closed until after 
the bell goes and we ask that parents social distance and wear masks while waiting for students.  Students 
will be asked to sit in a designated area on the driveway.  An executive member will supervise the large 
gate, and a small number of parents will be allowed to enter to collect their children. Children will be    
supervised and asked to join their parents/caregivers when they enter through the gate. These families 
will then immediately exit the school through the ‘pool gate’.  On wet days students will wait undercover 
in the Kinder and Year 1 eating area.  Parents are asked to come to this area and move as quickly as        
possible outside of the school grounds once you have collected your child. 

Byng Street Pick Up:  

The Sale Street Gate will remain closed.  Students will be asked to sit in a designated area on the            
Soccerfield facing Byng St.  A teacher will be near the top Byng St Gate (near the Music Room) and allow a 
small number of parents to enter to collect their children. Children will be supervised and asked to join 
their parents/caregivers. These families will then immediately exit the school through the bottom Byng St 
gate, near the Sandpit. Children will not be allowed to go outside the gates without a parent/caregiver 
entering through the gate to collect them. This is for safety reasons. On wet weather days we ask      
parents to come over to the Year 5 Verandah where students will be waiting.  Parents are asked to come 
to this area and move as quickly as possible outside of the school grounds once you have collected your 
child.  Once again we ask that parents social distance and wear masks while waiting for students 

Class Assemblies:  Even though Covid restrictions may have eased in our area, we are still not able to have 
our parents on school grounds. As some classes were lucky enough to have their Class Assemblies when 
parents were allowed to come and see their children, we felt it was unfair not to have this for all classes.  
Therefore we are suspending Class Assemblies until we are able to have parents join us again.  Once we 
have permission for this to happen, we will readjust the Assembly Roster and let you know when your 
child’s Assembly will take place. 

Southern Region Athletics’ Carnival:  Due to weather conditions making the sporting venues unsuitable 
for competitions, the Southern Region Athletics Carnival has been postponed until next Thursday, 5th    
August.  This carnival will take place in Blayney. 

Visual Screening:  Hanson’s Optometrists have generously offered to come to McAuley and conduct Visual 
Screenings on all Kindergarten students.  We are now not able to offer any further screening to older     
students as we had an unprecedented number of requests to do so.  The screening provided here at the 
school for Kindergarten and those already registered from older grades will be a basic screening only.  If 
you feel your child would benefit from having their eyesight checked, please contact any optometrist in 
town for an appointment.  There is usually no cost involved to have an eye test for children.   

 Please Don’t forget to wear your coat!!  The weather has been so cold and wet recently so please         
remember to bring a coat to school every day!  Please make sure that all coats and other items such as 
gloves, beanies etc have been labelled in case they are lost.  

           

Wishing you a great week, 

Robyn Petty 



 
Prayer  
It has been wonderful to see students return happy and healthy after the    
local Orange lockdown. It is during times of uncertainty that we can turn to 
God for solace and guidance. Pope Francis encourages us to pray and seek 
reflection with God during these times. I share with you today the Pope's 
prayer for protection during the pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Assemblies 
Class assemblies have been postponed until further notice. Updates 
will be made in the newsletter and calendar once we are able to       
proceed with these again.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish Mass, Priest Visit and Reconciliation  
This week Year 2 will attend Parish Mass, Year 6M will attend Reconciliation in St Joseph's 
Church and Year 5 will have a visit from one of our priests to discuss Creation.  
 
 
 
 

Have a peaceful week 
 
Brooke Church 
Religious Education Coordinator 

Kindergarten Retreat   
On Friday our Kindergarten students will gather in the hall for their Retreat. 
The theme of the Retreat is “The Apple of My Eye.” The students are            
currently learning about God’s Family. Within their own families children are 
viewed as the apple of their parents’ eye. God views all of those who are his 
faithful servants as the apple of his eye as well. Students have been busy 
making apple trees with their families which will be used as part of the     
prayer focus for Friday. We look forward to a Retreat full of prayer and      
reflection.  



 

From The Family Educator 

Liss Ryan 
 

To say it’s been a big few weeks, is probably one of the understatements of the year! I 
hope this newsletter finds you well and enjoying the sunshine! I will be at the school 
gate on Monday and Thursday mornings, checking in to make sure you are going ok. 
If you don’t drop your little one/s off at school please feel free to contact me if there 
is anything I can do for you and your family. m.ryan@bth.catholic.edu.au 

 
We all know handwashing is key to keeping germs at 
bay. It is recommended we wash our hands for a        
minimum of 2 minutes, which can seem like forever,    
especially our little ones. Below is the link to the         
handwashing song that play school put together. This 
might be helpful for our children in Infants or their little 
siblings to help make the 2 minutes fly by. 
https://www.abc.net.au/abckids/shows/play-school/
wash-your-hands/12114374 

 
I’ll sign off today with a beautiful prayer from Br Michael Herry.  
 
Take care, 
 
Liss 
 

God of all life… 
May your love and light shine in and through me today 

In a way that no mask can hide. 
May my eyes dance with the laughter and joy 

Replacing my hidden smile. 
May my actions of care and concern 

Speak louder than my muffled voice ever could. 
  

And may the generosity of my heart 
Radiate out through who I am 

And how I respond to the world around me 
So that others may not see my mask 

But your image shining out 
Moving in and through me today. 

Amen 
Br Michael Herry fms 

mailto:m.ryan@bth.catholic.edu.au
https://www.abc.net.au/abckids/shows/play-school/wash-your-hands/12114374
https://www.abc.net.au/abckids/shows/play-school/wash-your-hands/12114374


 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news! The Book Fair is staying for a little while longer due to Lockdown. 
The Book Fair will now be open tomorrow till Friday for purchases. There are 
lots of wonderful books to buy. 
 
Either pay an amount online - address below (DO NOT USE LOOP)  and give your 
child the receipt to use as a voucher or bring in cash in a labelled  ENVELOPE or 
WALLET.  
 
www.scholastic.com.au/payment 
 

Thank you for your continued support 

Catherine Garnon 

 

 

 

 

Band and Guitar Lessons 

 

We are pleased to advised that Band will 

 resume this Friday 30th July and Guitar 

lessons will resume next Tuesday  

   3rd August / Thursday 5th August 

                                                          Anne Allan 

http://www.scholastic.com.au/payment


 

  MERIT AWARDS - Wk1 Term 3 
Max Sloan Heidi Zuman Charley Shirvington 

Ava Webb Austin Bayada Isla Taylor 

Jessica Ware Niamh Murphy Marlee Goodwin 

Dylon Jomon Rachel Dombrain Joyce Qaqos 

Coby Rich Oscar Johnson Sophia Fogarty 

Samuel Kung’u Sophie West Mason Dukes 

Harrison Mosch Brock Ralston Ava Keevil 

Victoria Townsend Jett Garvey Samantha Halpin 

Lachlan Church Brodie McNeill Laura Tan 

Charlotte Townsend Aliza Cook Hudson Diduszko 

Sophie Gander Max Bennett Tyler Churchland 

Kaitlyn Ware Ethan Turner Wade Townsend 

Josef Scott-Robertson Aiden McGuiness Oliver Gersbach 

Harrison Church Mia Crombie Lacey Omrod 

Zander Hainsworth Paddy May Ruby Hilder 

Solomon Russell Abel Tom Lynk Wright 

Hans Pangilinan James Weston Tara Simpson 

Reece Board Abbie-Rose Theobald Jayden Grevink 

Jye Spurr Samantha Stiller Isabella Garnaut 

Addison Gardner Declan Robertson Isabel Vanes 

   



 

 

 

   

   

  

Happy Birthday to the following students who have had birthdays this week: and last week:  

Xanthe Gardner, Kaylee Anderson, Sylvie Miller, Jack Baker, Evie Hutchison-Hunt, Logan 

Omrod, William Vial, Brodie McNeill , Hope Robey, Sophie Gander, Ethan Agland, Mila Da-

vis, Amelia Eatell, Fletcher Grevink and Maddison O’Brien. 

BIRTHDAY CAKES AT SCHOOL 

A reminder to all parents that children's birthdays and especially birthday parties remain a private family (not 

school) event.  We also ask that parents do not send in any birthday food (cakes etc) to share with the class. 
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Friday 30th July 
Scholastic Book Fair Ends 
Kindergarten Retreat - Kenna Hall 
 
Thursday 5th August 
Southern Region Athletics Carnival 
 
 

Interesting Fact of the Week 

The Olympic Flag spots five intertwined rings on 

white background. The five rings that are linked 

with each other symbolise the unity and solidarity 

of the five continents - Africa, America (North and 

South America) Asia, Oceania and Europe.  

 


