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Wednesday 4th December - Year 6 Farewell Mass & Dinner
5:45pm

Scott Hudson

Catherine McAuley

Tuesday 10th December - Carols in the Courtyard - School
Gates Open at 6:30pm, Carols Begin at 7:00pm
Thursday 12th December - End of Year Mass - 9:30am
Thursday 12th December - End of Year Assembly 10:30am
Wednesday 18th December - Students Last Day
Michael Croke

Be slow to censure, and
slower still to condemn.

Catherine McAuley

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

Our School Rules

Focus of the Week

We are Responsible
for Looking After
our Belongings
Focus of the Week: We Are Responsible When We Look After Our Own Belongings.
This week our focus is looking after our clothing and other belongings that come to school. There has been a lot of clothing
gathering at the Lost Property section outside the Library. Most of these items do not have names on them, or have been
passed on to other students. Apart from clothes, there are lunchboxes, drink bottles and other items that need to be
claimed before the end of the year. It is important that students take responsibility for keeping track of the items they bring
to school. Jumpers, tracksuit tops or other items are often left in the playground. We encourage students to be aware of
what items they take off outside, and make sure they have them when returning to the classroom.

Staffing for 2020:

Our Staffing is slowly falling into place for 2020. This week we appointed four more teachers for next
year. Congratulations to Mrs Shannon Cain, Miss Emilee Campbell, Mrs Monique Dunn and Mrs Kristy Crosby on their
appointments to the McAuley family for another year. We hope to have all positions finalised very soon, so will announce
which teachers will be on each grade next week.

End of Year Reports:

Teachers have just about finished the writing process for the end of year student reports. Reports
will be sent home at the end of Week 9 (13th December). Parents are then welcome to make an appointment in the final
week of the year if they wish to discuss the report with their child’s teacher.
Year 6 will have their Farewell Mass and dinner tonight, Wednesday, 4th December
commencing with Mass at 5:45pm. Thank you to all the Year 5 and 6 Parents who have offered their assistance to help
make this celebration such a special occasion for our Class of 2019. Year 6 parents have been asked to provide ‘nibbles’ for
the families while the children have their meal. Could these please be dropped off at Kenna Hall before Mass, where some
of the Year 5 parents will take care of them.

End of Year Celebrations:

Christmas Cheer:

We are all getting very excited with Christmas fast approaching! We also have our ‘Carols In the
Courtyard’ coming up next Tuesday 10th December starting at 6.30pm. Please enter through the gates on Hill or Byng St. The
‘Christmas Art’ recently completed by our senior students will also be on display. A huge ‘thank you’ to both Mrs Anne Allan
and Mrs Karen Snowden for the amazing work they have put into the preparation of the students for this exciting event.

End of Year Grade Celebrations:

In previous years we have had our End of Year Rewards Day for each grade. With
the introduction of our SPB4L Behaviour Policy, these rewards days are no longer applicable. However, after a long and
exhausting year together, it is appropriate to celebrate together as a grade. Therefore each grade has planned an exciting
activity for their Grade Celebrations. Below is a list of the different celebration and their dates.
Kinder:

Friday 13th December – Extended playtime at school

Yr 1-4:

Friday 13th December – Movies in the morning

Yr 5:

Monday 16th December – Trip to Canowindra Swimming Pool

Yr 6:

Monday 16th December – Trip to Burrendong for Team building activities.

Our ‘Christmas Casual Clothes Day’ was to be Friday, 13th December. As it is easier to
keep track of students who are out of the school when they are wearing their uniform, all students will
now wear Sports Uniform on Friday 13th December, and may wear their Christmas Casual Clothes on
Tuesday 17th December.

Please note:

Year 5 Leadership Retreat:

Last week our Year 5 children attended a leadership day with the
students from James Sheahan. This day focused on the qualities of a good leader, and how Jesus fulfilled
these qualities. A big “thank you” to Ms Belinda Lee and her team for all the time and effort they put in
to this retreat.

School Captains for 2020:

At the end of the Leadership Retreat day the voting process for our
School leadership positions began. Those nominated were given the opportunity to present a speech to
Year 5 before final voting took place.

House Captains 2020: Tomorrow all children from Year 3 to 6 will gather in their Houses to vote for
their House Captains for 2020. These captains will assist with the sports carnivals and also assist the
School and Vice Captains.
Our final assembly for the year will take place on Thursday, 12th December in
Kenna Hall following our End of Year Mass. All our new School Leaders for 2020 will be announced at this
Final Assembly. It is important to acknowledge that ALL YEAR 6 CHILDREN are considered leaders in our
school and are expected to set a good example for all. All members of the McAuley family are very
welcome to join us both for Mass and at the Assembly.

Final Year Assembly:

Please remember that children need to wear their hats during
Recess and Lunch time

Have a wonderful week,
Robyn Petty

Advent Week 2
This Sunday we begin our second week
of Advent. The focus for Week 2 is
PEACE.

Christmas Prep Playlist
I hope you can find some time to
enjoy the Advent playlist by following
the links below.
Spotify Advent Playlist
Youtube Advent Playlist

Christmas Hampers
Thank you to all of the generous donations made for the
Vinnies Christmas Appeal. These items will go a long way in
bringing joy to those experiencing difficulties this Christmas.

Year 6 Farewell Mass and Dinner
This Wednesday, 4th December we celebrate the
achievement of our Year 6 students and wish them all the best for the journey ahead.
These celebrations will begin with Mass at 5:45pm followed by dinner in Kenna Hall
for Year 6 and their families.

Final School Mass
Our final school Mass will be celebrated at 9:30am on Thursday, 12th December in
St Joseph’s Church. All are very welcome to attend. This will be followed by our final
school assembly where our Year 5 students will receive their leadership pledges and
our 2019 school leaders will be announced (badges will be given at the opening
school Mass for 2020).
Camille Da Silva Tavares
Religious Education Coordinator

Catherine McAuley Health Blog
Focusing on the Finish Line
The end of the school year is in clear sight, and by now, some
kids (especially the younger ones), are really beginning to
struggle with their focus and concentration.
With a little bit of help and practice though, all kids can learn
strategies to help improve their ability to focus and sustain their
attention levels (regardless of the time of year).
Most children are able to concentrate on activities that are fun
and intrinsically enjoyable, but it’s the ‘boring’ or challenging
ones that really test their focus. The ability to concentrate and
sustain attention on all kinds of tasks is crucial though, because
it helps kids learn and improve, which leads to self-confidence
and positive self-esteem.
Here’s 5 tips to help keep kids focussed right to the finish line (and any time):
Sleep, Diet and Exercise: Children will not be able to concentrate if they're tired or hungry,
or if they haven't been able to run around. Being well rested and well nourished enhances
cognitive processes and exercise also triggers the release of ‘happy hormones’ which can
enhance concentration. (At the very least, it will certainly support their ability to sit still for
lengthy periods).
Set achievable tasks with appropriate time frames: Young children can usually only
concentrate for between 10 and 20 minutes, depending on the difficulty of the task. Making
sure that the task is achievable in that period (even if it means breaking a larger task into
multiple smaller tasks), will reduce ‘deadline’ pressure or disinterest, which will enhance
their capacity to remain focussed.
Do one thing at a time: Multi-tasking reduces concentration and diminishes performance.
Doing one thing at a time however, allows kids to remain focussed and ‘mindful’ about the
task. This might be something as simple as doing 1 homework activity at a time, without
looking ahead and worrying about all the other activities that also need to be done…. or,
getting the homework completed first, and then focusing on a bedroom tidy-up!
Set aside homework time and space: Try to reduce extraneous distractions to enhance
concentration. For example, do homework at a designated desk or table in a quiet room
with the TV off, and all devices packed away (unless they’re necessary for homework
completion.
Build in planned breaks: Kids need to get up, move around, and do something different in
order to replenish their concentration reserves. This may include a snack or play break to
help them feel physically re-energised and mentally more motivated.
By helping our kids to remain focused on the end-of-term finish line, will make the victory of
getting there so much sweeter for parents as well!
Cherie Rivas.
Partner in Health & Wellness

Carols in the Courtyard
Please mark Tuesday evening, December 10th in your diaries for
our whole school concert, "Carols in the Courtyard". All families
and friends are invited to join us for this outdoor event to be held
in the school playground. ALL students will be performing and
leading us in singing some well known Christmas carols and a few
surprise Christmas songs. Details of this BYO chair and/or picnic
rug will be outlined in a separate note later in the term, as will
some simple costume requirements for the children. Get
excited...only 3 weeks 'til Christmas!

Band Performances
Both the Training and Concert Bands will be performing for the school community
in a special Band Recital. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Band Recital
has been postponed again. It will now take place on Friday, December 13th at
2:15pm in Kenna Hall. My sincere apologies for any inconvenience caused. Also,
as both bands will be featured at our "Carols in the
Courtyard" family event on Tuesday December 10th, it is
vitally important that all students remember to bring their
instruments and music to rehearsals EVERY Friday, no
matter what other school activities are also planned.
Parents' assistance in this would be greatly appreciated.

Year 5 and 6 Christmas Art Exhibition
This year, all senior students were given the opportunity to
create a Christmas artwork. While not all were chosen for the
Diocesan exhibition, we thought it important to display all
artworks at a school level. We invite you to view these
amazing pieces during our Carols in the Courtyard celebration.
The exhibition will take place in the bottom Year 5 classrooms
and will be open throughout the evening. Please take the time
to have a look at how our students have brought to life the real
story of Christmas.
Anne Allan

CATHERINE MAC PHOTO COMPETITION
Some of the lovely entries in the MEGS Photo Comp!!

Look closely in your back yard and find the magic! Take a
photo and send it in!
Vouchers for you to choose your own prizes to be won!
Enter one of these three sections: Infants, Primary or
Adult .
Final date to enter Sunday 8th December.
All photos will be exhibited for you to see in Weeks 9 and
10!

Please email to mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au
Prizes to be one.
Judged by a professional photographer.
Ends Week 9!!
Best photos for each week will be in the newsletter.

Happy Birthday to the following students who have birthdays this week: Sam Garvin, Ellie
Munday, Milla Sampson, Travis Wright, Lachlan Gander, Mia Milne, Isabella Cheney,
Mitchell Ewin, Thomas French, Seth Johnson, Bede Marriage, Liam Fraser, Macey Lenehan,
Cassidy Hanrahan, Oliver Darling, Thomas Wythes, Eleanor Crump, Mackenzie Gander,
Lacey Omrod and Cooper Eatell.

Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7:00-9:00am
Permanent booking $13.00
Casual Booking $15.00
*Nutritional breakfast included
After School Care: 3:00-6:00pm
Permanent booking $22
Casual booking $26
*Afternoon tea provided which includes seasonal fruit and a snack.
Vacation Care: 8:00-6:00pm
$47.50 for the first child $40.00 for each additional child.
*CCS applicable to eligible families reducing out of pocket expenses.
Enrol online at: https://mcauleyoshc.hubworks.com.au
For further information and to receive a booking pack
Contact: 0439 631 686 or email: mcauleyoshc@centacarebathurst.com.au

Monday 9th December to Friday 13th December
Day

9:30am

10:30am

11:30am

Monday

--

--

-

Tuesday

-

-

Samantha Mullins

Wednesday

-

-

-

Thursday

-

Muffy Gersbach

Kate Callaghan

Friday

Carine Miller/Carrie Cox

Jordan Dillon

Ashley Maguire

Wednesday 4th December
Year 6 Farewell Mass & Dinner 5:45pm
Thursday 5th December
Year 6 Orienteering Cook Park
Tuesday 10th December
Carols in the Courtyard
Wednesday 11th December
Mini Vinnies St Francis Aged Care Christmas Visit

Interesting Fact of the
Week
If a tree were planted for
each Coca-Cola sold, we
could reforest the Earth in
three years.

Clothing Pool Open 2:15pm
Thursday 12th December
End of Year Mass 9:30am followed by End of Year Assembly 10:30am
Friday 13th December
Training & Concert Band Recital 2:15pm Kenna Hall (please note change
of date)
Rewards Day Years 1, 2 & 3 (Sports Uniform)
Monday 16th December
Year 6 Burrendong Excursion
Tuesday 17th December
Casual Clothes (Xmas Clothes)
Wednesday 18th December
Last Day for Students for Term 4
Wednesday 29th January 2020
1st Day of Term 1 for Students in Grades 1 to 6
Thursday 30th January 2020
1st Day of Term 1 for Kindergarten

Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School
Mass Times
St Mary’s Church - Saturday 6:00pm
- Sunday 9:30am
St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am
- Sunday 6:00pm
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