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LOVE OF SILENCE 

To obtain recollection, 

we must entertain 

a great love for silence. 

 

Catherine McAuley 1778-1841 

As I did mention last week, this is Catholic Schools Week. It is a chance for all  

Catholic schools in NSW to showcase all the things that they do. Whilst it is        

wonderful for the school to recognise the great things it does I would like to mention 

the wonderful children we have at our school and for this to be the case I believe 

parents must take all the credit for the children you have put in our care. 

I'm not sure when "Parent Week" is occurring (!) but parenting is not any easy job. 

Parents must be completely selfless people and essentially put many of their own 

needs and interests on hold whilst they tend to the needs of those in their care. It 

takes a lot of time to be an effective parent as parents must act as sport taxi,        

personal ATM, fountain of all wisdom, catering service  and then be unpopular  

because they won't buy or do what their children indicate is "what everyone else is 

doing"! It is so much easier to always be the best friend of your child by letting 

them watch what they want, eat what they want and go where they want. It takes 

energy and strength of character to be an effective parent. It is tempting (and     

easier)  to want to be the best friend of your child at all times. And you can still be 

that as the word "respect" comes into play. 

Thank you for presenting Catherine McAuley school with wonderful children. They 

are respectful, well mannered, are very kind to each other, have great zest for life 

and are discovering learning is important! If your child at times does not       

demonstrate any or all of these characteristics be comfortable in the knowledge they 

are human and like adults make mistakes! I see "group nodding"! 

 

Michael Croke 

 

 



FOCUS FOR THE FORTNIGHT:  

We are responsible and respectful when using the toilets.  

At McAuley this fortnight the focus of the fortnight is responsible and respectful when using the toilets.  Too  

often we have reports of children acting inappropriately in the toilets.  Often there is a mess including toilet paper 

thrown around or scuff marks from shoes on the wall. It is important to acknowledge that whenever someone 

makes a mess in the toilets it is a teacher or cleaner who has to clean it up.  Thank you to the teachers for     

teaching our children what being responsible and respectful when using the toilets is. 

 

From the Assistant Principal 

 

McAuley School Rules 

 

Faith: God’s rules are:  1.   Love God 
      2.    Love others - treat others how you want them to treat you. 

           BE RESPECTFUL -  BE RESPONSIBLE  - BE SAFE 

 

  Diocesan Swimming Carnival: Congratulations to all children who participated in the Diocesan Swimming   

Carnival in Dubbo last week.  Thank you to Mr Croke for attending with our team and all the parents who    

transported and supported our swimmers. Congratulations to Millie Rose Brodbeck and  Knox Gibson who will 

now represent the Diocese at the Polding Swimming Carnival in Homebush. 

 

Diocesan Winter Sports Trials: Children in Year 5 & Year 6 have been given notes to trial for Rugby league, 

Rugby Union, Netball, Hockey and AFL Diocesan Teams in Bathurst on Friday 23rd March.  Notes for children 

selected to trial for soccer will be given out early next week.  We wish all these children the best of luck. Thank 

you to all the teachers who have given up many lunch times to select these Children. 

 

AFL Visit: Last week the Year 5 & Year 6 children were visited by 

two of the Western Sydney Giants players Zac Williams and Brent 

Daniels. It was great to meet and learn from the two AFL players who 

were wonderful ambassadors of their club.  There is certainly an AFL 

buzz at McAuley with many children signed up for an after school 

clinic and a girl and a boy team will travel to Bathurst to play in the 

Paul Kelly cup next Wednesday.  Thank you to Mrs Hazelton for all 

the effort she has put in to organising AFL activities for McAuley. 

 

Whole School Assembly:  4B will present their work at the first Whole School Assembly Friday 9th March    

commencing at 12.30pm in Kenna Hall.  All welcome. 

 

Coles Vouchers: We are collecting the Coles for Sports vouchers please drop these to the school office or your 

child can put them in the class blue bag to take to the office.  This is another way we can earn sports equipment 

for our school.  

 

McAuley Year 2 - Year 6 Athletics Carnival: The McAuley Year 2 - Year 6 Athletics Carnival will be    

Wednesday 4th April at James Sheahan Catholic High School. The Long Jump and Discuss Finals will be held at 

school on Thursday 22nd March.  Details to follow.  



 

McAuley Cross Country: The McAuley Cross Country will be held at Elephant Park on Friday 6th April.  Details 

to follow. 

 

Morning Routine: Drop and go at the gate:  Parents are reminded that the routine in the morning is drop your 

child at the gate …give them a kiss and cuddle and let them walk into school. EVEN FOR KINDERGARTEN 

CHILDREN…. the children will settle in quickly and will stop congestion in the Kindy and Year 1 line up area 

of a morning. 

 

Protected Learning Time / Literacy Groups at McAuley:  It has been amazing to walk around our school and see 

the wonderful things the children are doing in protected learning time.  Our Teacher assistants have been very 

busy helping Kindy, Year 1 & Year 2.  All children have been very engaged in what they are doing and great 

learning is taking place. Thank you to all the teachers for their time and effort in setting up these wonderful   

learning opportunities. Once again our flexible learning spaces that encourage explicit teaching, small group work, 

whole class activities and enquiry based learning have been an asset. 

 

Steve Maguire 



 

From the Religious Education Coordinator 

 

Catholic Schools’ Week: This week is Catholic Schools Week, and gives us an opportunity to celebrate all 

that makes our amazing school so good. Catholic Schools Week is a wonderful occasion for students, teachers, 

families and parishes to acknowledge the strengths and achievements of Catholic schools.  This year we join 

with more than 620 Catholic schools across NSW and the ACT, celebrating with the theme is  “Blazing New 

Trails”.’ We are immensely proud of our Catholic heritage and of the wonderful teaching and learning that 

takes place in our classrooms everyday. 

 

Our joint Mass last Sunday at St Mary’s was absolutely wonderful!  All three 

Catholic schools in Orange; James Sheahan, St Mary’s and McAuley came 

together to lead the Sunday Parish Mass.  It was fantastic to see so many of 

our school families there together for this special celebration.  Thank you so 

much for making the effort to come together as one Parish School            

Community. Thank you also for continuing the celebration today by joining 

us for our open classrooms and shared lunch.  We are blessed by all those 

who have chosen to be part of the McAuley Family.  

 

 

Dear Lord, 

Catholic Schools Week is a special time in the year when we celebrate the extraordinary    

achievements of our Catholic schools.  

It is a time to give thanks for the wonderful teaching and learning that takes place each day in 

every classroom.  

We acknowledge and thank all who work in the service of Catholic education to create the      

opportunities for students that allow them to grow and thrive. 

We thank you for the wisdom and understanding of teachers; 

The enthusiasm and energy of students 

the leadership of school Principals and executive staff; 

The skill, care and commitment of administrative and support staff 

the guidance of our pastors and religious leaders, and 

The support and partnership of parents, carers and local communities. 

 

We pray that each student’s learning journey be inspired by a search for your wisdom and truth. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son.   

Catholic School’s Week 

BLAZE NEW TRAILS!  



 

 

 

 

Lent:  Lent, for this year, is quickly drawing to a close. This 

weekend, as we begin the fourth week of Lent, the Gospel is 

once again from St John. This Gospel contains one of the best 

known quotes from the Bible: “For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal life.”  Jesus is described in this 

Gospel as the greatest gift of love that God has given to us, a 

light for the world.  As we continue our Lenten journey,       

perhaps we can look carefully at how well our daily choices are 

guided by Christ and what else we can do to deepen our belief 

in Him.  

 

Project Compassion:  Thank you so much for your continued support of Project Compassion this year. 

Through the resources we have the children are able to see just how needy some of the people really are, how 

money raised through Project Compassion brings not only food and clean water, but also educates people in 

sustainable food production, and most importantly, gives them back a sense of self worth.  Please continue to 

support your children and encourage them to donate towards this wonderful cause, and pray for the success of 

Project Compassion. 

 

Conversations About Catholics:  Due to a limited response to this course, we have decided to postpone it until 

later in the year.  If you would like more information about this course please contact me at the school. More 

details will be given at a later date. 

 

 

Holy Week:  This year we will celebrate Holy Week on Thursday, 29th March 

at 12.30pm in our classrooms, where the children will interact with a special 

presentation featuring work from all grades.  You are very welcome to share 

this celebration with us by joining your children in their classrooms at this 

time.  More details will be given at a later date. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you a great week, 

God Bless, 

Robyn Petty 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 

 

2019 Year 7 - ENROLMENT INFORMATION 

James Sheahan Catholic High School 

 
 

An information evening will be held in Mercy Hall, James Sheahan Catholic High School at 7.00pm on 

Wednesday 21 March for all parents wishing to enrol their children at James Sheahan in 2019 or considering 

this option. The enrolment process will be outlined during the evening and parents will be given a hands-on 

insight into 21st Century learning through a series of engaging classroom experiences.  Enrolment packs/

information will also be available at the 21 March Information Evening or alternatively from the School     

Administration Office the following day. The evening will conclude at 9.05pm.  A representative from the 

Orange Clothing Company will be present from 6.30pm to answer any questions parents may have about the 

school and sport uniforms. 

 

An Orientation Morning will be held at James Sheahan for Year 6 students from Catherine McAuley Catholic 

Primary School on Tuesday 20 March 2018.   Students will be transported to and from James Sheahan by 

bus.   

 

James Sheahan Catholic High School is a co-educational, Years 7 to 12 school. The School provides          

outstanding secondary education built on its De La Salle and Mercy traditions, the provision of a diverse    

curriculum recognising individual learning needs and interests, the pursuit of excellence and the development 

of the whole child in a caring, enriching educational environment.  The School is committed to achieving high 

levels of learning for all students. 

 

Enrolment applications for Year 7 2019 open on Thursday 22 March and close on Tuesday 10 April 

2018.  Enrolment interviews will be held on Saturday 12 May, Monday 14 May and Tuesday 15 May.        

Interview bookings can be made when submitting enrolment applications.  

 

Mrs Michelle Whiteley 

Assistant Principal  

 



 

Tuckshop Roster 

Tuckshop Roster—Commencing Monday 12th March to  Friday 16th March 2018 

Day 9.30am—11.30am  11.30am—2.00pm 

Monday K. Vial  - 

Tuesday -     R. Wasow   

Wednesday -  M. Gersbach   

Thursday -     C. Miller/ K. D’Ombrain 

Friday D. Wilton/P. Taberner  Libby Johnson/ S. Cannon    

       (10.30am Friday) A. Edwards/ M. Vaughan 

Tuckshop Ph:  6362 0942    

 

Koala Club School Banking 

Just a reminder to bring in school bank books 

each Wednesday. Information packs can be 

collected from the main office. 

 

Happy Birthday to the following       

students who have birthdays this week: 

Hunter Dillon Seth Vardanega 

Ava Westgeest Zander Hainsworth 

Max Vaughan Chloe Cox 

Ethan Turner Domenic Belmonte 

Jorja Mascord Aldrian Bangayan 

Ruby Draper Madelin Duffey 

Lilli Duffey Cleo Sampson 

Patrick Coffey Ryan McNeill 

Oliver Schofield 

Term 1 School Fees 

 

 

A friendly reminder that, unless a payment 

plan is in place, Term 1 School Fees were 

due on 02.03.18.  If you have not already 

done so, please pay by this Friday 09.03.18.  

If you would like to arrange a payment plan, 

please give me a call on 6361 3344. 

Annalisa Covelli 

Fees/ Finance 

Clothing Pool 

Clothing Pool will be open Thursday 15th 

March from 2:20pm - 3:10pm.  

 



 

 

Stay and Play Morning Tea 

St Mary’s 11th March 2018 

Stay and play morning tea is on Sunday 11th March 

from 10:30 to 11:30am. 

It’s in the cottage behind St Mary’s Church. 

We are really looking forward to catching up with 

everyone again and meeting more friendly faces. 

Feel free to pop over after 9:30am Mass or   

simply head straight there at 10:30am for a  lovely 

morning outing. 

Everyone is very welcome. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

 
ORANGE TIGERS AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL CLUB 

Want to play AFL this year? 

Online registrations now open for: 

U12’s, U14’s, U16’s and  

Youth Girls (13-17yrs) competitions. 

Only $30 for the 2018 season including shorts and socks (when using 

the $100 Active Kids Rebate). 

Junior pre-season training to commence Thursday 8th March              5-

6.30pm at the new home of the Orange Tigers ARFC – Waratah Sports 

Ground, Telopea Way Orange. 

2018 season commences Sunday 6th May. 

For further information contact: 

Kath Constance (Junior Registrar) on 0422 051176 or email 

kathc0410@gmail.com 

Louise Bock (Junior Coordinator) on 0417 947845 or email            lou-

loudelovely@outlook.com 

mailto:kathc0410@gmail.com
mailto:louloudelovely@outlook.com
mailto:louloudelovely@outlook.com


 

 

 

Chocolate Easter Lambs 

 

Who would like a chocolate Easter lamb for Easter 

this year? Help the New Guinea missions by    buy-

ing a milk or white chocolate one for only $8. 

Please order from Mrs Bishenden. Lambs may be 

collected by an adult from the school library each 

afternoon (except Tuesday) after school.        

Thank you 

 



Catherine McAuley Catholic Primary School 

Orange 

90 Hill Street, 

ORANGE   NSW   2800 

Telephone:  (02) 6361 3344 

Email:  mcauleyorange@bth.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.mcauleyorange.catholic.edu.au  

Interesting Fact of the Week 

Dr Seuss’s first book was rejected 

20+ times. He was on his way to 

burn it when he ran into a college 

friend who had just been made 

children’s editor at Vanguard 

Press. Seuss later said, ‘If I’d been 

going down the other side of  

Madison Ave, I’d be in the               

dry-cleaning business today.’ 

Mass Times 

St Mary’s Church   - Saturday 6:00pm 

                                 - Sunday 9:30am 

St Joseph’s Church - Sunday 8:00am 

                                 - Sunday 6:00pm 

Liturgy and Mass Dates for Term 1:  Below 

is a schedule for our Masses and Liturgies for 

this term.    

  

Week 6: Thursday 8th March 6H attending 

Parish Mass @ 9.30am 

Week 7: Thursday 15th March 6T attending 

Parish Mass @ 9.30am 

Week 8: Thursday 22nd March 6R attending 

Parish Mass @ 9.30am 

Week 9: Thursday 29th March Holy Thursday 

Liturgy time tbc 

Wednesday 7th March 

Catholic Schools Week - Open Class’ & Lunch 

Friday 9th March 

4B Assembly 12.30pm 

Friday 16th March 

6T Assembly 12.30pm 

Wednesday 21st March 

Year 7 2019 Parent Information Evening JSCHS 

Friday 23rd March 

2J Assembly 12.30pm 

Wednesday 4th April 

McAuley Year 2—Year 6 Athletics Carnival 

Friday 6th April 

McAuley Cross Country 



 

 

Prioritised Learning Targets for Mathematics 

At McAuley, each grade covers the syllabus requirements for Mathematics over 

the course of each year. The content is divided into topics and then taught in a  

sequence over each term. In an effort to improve the learning of our students our 

collaborative teaching teams have determined the essential knowledge and skills 

that must be a priority for each grade. These essential learning targets are given 

PRIORITY over the year. All students are still exposed to the entire syllabus   

content but it is these ESSENTIAL LEARNING TARGETS that take precedent. 

So while all other topics are taught, these targets are taught to students until they 

are able to master them. After a period of explicit instruction, any students who 

do not master these targets are given extra time during Friday Numeracy                

Intervention. During this time on a Friday, each grade is assigned an extra   

teacher so that students who have not achieved proficiency in this area can      

receive remediation, while students who have achieved proficiency can be      

extended. 

Below are the Mathematics targets for the year. 

A thorough regime of revision is vital to consolidate these fundamental skills. 

Please take the time to ensure that your child is supported in these focus areas. 

This may be done by supervising their homework and by taking opportunities to 

acknowledge these skills in their everyday routines eg Count the number of steps 

it takes to go from the front door to the footpath. 

  



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Our Success 

 

Over the past two years we have celebrated increased levels of numeracy in our school. With our highest 

percentage of students achieving their expected level of growth in numeracy recorded in last year’s 

NAPLAN results. 

 

Another great indicator of our strong growth in Mathematics is the results of our students in their     

classrooms. It was with great joy that last week our Year 4 teachers took the time to congratulate the 

Year 3 teachers on how well they had prepared students the previous year. This congratulations can also 

be extended to the students in Year 4 after they achieved outstanding results in their target area of adding 

5 digit numbers. Well done to all in Year 4 and thank you to the parents and the teachers who have    

supported them. 

 

Homework 
 

While many educationalists, parents, teachers and students have differing opinions on the effectiveness 

of homework, however, we would like to remind you of our aims and expectations in this area. 

Below are excerpts from our school Homework Policy. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


