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Catherine McAuley

Thus we may hope to get on, 
taking short, careful steps, not 
great strides.

Week one focus of the week:

We Are Safe and 
Responsible Using 

Technology

This week the eSafety 
Commissioner has 
identified Tuesday 7th 
Feb as Safer Internet 
Day. Please always be 
safe when online

Always be careful 
when entering and 
leaving the school 
grounds. Remember 
safety first

Week two focus of the week:

We are safe and 
responsible when we 
arrive and leave the 
school grounds.



Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that the school year has started well for you all. It has been a joy for me getting to know your children 
since I started as Principal of Catherine McAuley and I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible 
next Thursday afternoon at the Meet-the-Teacher and Welcome BBQ event . 

We now start each day with a quick morning assembly which gives us the opportunity to meet and pray 
together as a community and acknowledge the students who have birthdays. Below is the prayer that we have 
been praying each morning. Let us pray together:

Loving God,
We ask you to bless Catherine McAuley School
And challenge us to act in the spirit of Catherine, 
with mercy and compassion.
May we inspire all in our community to be learners 
that endeavour to thrive and to serve;
Guide our community to live our Mercy Values and 
the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.
Amen

Bus Flashing Lights Campaign
Campaign overview
• Bus flashing lights is a quarterly statewide campaign to promote the road rule
that motorists must 'Slow down to 40 when bus lights flash.'
• Since July 2018, bus flashing lights messaging has been incorporated into the
wider School Zones campaign at the beginning of each school term.
• In Term 1, 2023 the campaign will run from Thursday 26th January – Friday 10
February 2023.
• Campaign channels include:
• Radio (metro and regional) - live reads with key messages
• Social media – NSW Road Safety Facebook
• Variable Message Screens (VMS)
• Content for stakeholders and partners to use and share.

Key Messages
• Lights flash on buses to warn motorists that buses are picking up and dropping off children.
• You must slow down to 40km/h when overtaking or passing a bus displaying flashing lights,
unless a lower speed limit applies.
• You can help keep children safe by:
• Sticking to the speed limit and following the road rules in school zones
• Slowing down to 40km/h when bus lights are flashing, unless a lower speed limit applies

A message from the Principal - Jo Flynn



Blayney Anglican Parish Book Fair
The Blayney Anglican Parish Annual Book Fair will be held on Fridays and Saturdays 21/22 and 28/29 April. The 
organisers are asking for books in good condition to be left in the porch of the side hall of the Anglican church. They 
ask that no encyclopaedias, magazines or recipe books be left as they do not sell. Please contact Elizabeth Russ on 
0408 682122 regarding enquiries.

I hope you have a good fortnight
God Bless
Jo Flynn
Principal

• Looking out for children crossing the road near bus stops, in school zones or along bus routes
• Giving way to buses when they merge back into traffic.
• Families have an important part to play in keeping children safe around roads.
• Never drop off or meet your child on the opposite side of the road to the bus stop or call them across
the road. Always drop them off or meet them on the same side of the road as the bus stop.
• Remind your children to always wait until the bus has gone before choosing a safe place to cross the
road
• Talk to your children about Stop! Look! Listen! Think! every time they cross the road:
• Stop one step back from the kerb
• Look continuously both ways
• Listen for the sounds of approaching traffic
• Think whether it is safe to cross and keep checking until safely across.
• For more information visit: roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/be bus 
aware/busflashinglights.html

Police Youth Engagement Officer School Visit
Yesterday, Senior Constable Jane Heffernan, the police youth engagement officer, came to the school to talk 
with the students about the importance of cyber safety. She outlined a number of strategies to help keep your 
children cyber safe, spoke about age appropriate games and social media platforms and explained why age 
limits were important. I will share details of the strategies suggested in a separate communication on Friday. 



 Our School Rules                           

Welcome Back! to School as we begin 2023!  Let’s hope and pray that this year will 

continue to be ‘normal’ without any of the interruptions and restrictions of  the last few years! 

It is wonderful that we are all back at school again, joined by our new Principal, Ms Jo Flynn!  

Seeing the delight of students (and teachers!) catching up with their friends and enjoying being 

in each other’s company has been so lovely, and I can’t believe how much they have all grown 

over the holidays! Yesterday it was wonderful to welcome our new Kinders to the beginning of 

their educational journey here at McAuley. They were so settled and happy, and so eager to 

learn! I am so looking forward to having our school community able to celebrate together and 

enjoy the wonderful activities we were used to.  

Along with our lovely new Principal, we also welcome our other new staff for this year.  We 

welcome Mr Michael Sillett, who comes to us this year, and will be taking a Year 6 class.  

Congratulations also to Mrs Natalie DeGabriel and Mrs Petah Armstrong, who have moved from 

Casual teaching to Class teachers this year.  In our Executive ranks, we also have changes.  Apart 

from our new Principal, we also have Mrs Shannon Cain taking on the role of REC. Shannon will 

be very well equipped for this role, with her strong background in Liturgical ministries. With 

Shannon moving to this role, Mr Scott Hudson will take over the role of Literacy Coordinator in 

the short term.  He will combine this role with that of the Numeracy Coordinator position he 

currently holds.

We are also excited to have a new position created for 2023 at McAuley.  This is one that 

focuses on our Student Welfare.  This role fits perfectly with the role of REC, and will be shared 

between Shannon Cain and Mrs Lucy Connor.  Through this role, we hope to offer students the 

best opportunities to grow in their understanding and ownership of their own and others 

wellbeing.  More on this role will be given throughout the term.



School Uniform:  We are very proud of our school and our students.  When students wear 

our uniform, they are publicly stating they are part of the McAuley family. Therefore,  as we settle 

into Term 1, we are making the students aware of the correct uniform and asking parents to 

support their children in wearing the correct items.  

Students are expected to be attired in the correct uniform each day of the school year and 

present themselves in line with the school dress policy.  This identifies what is and is not 

acceptable to wear to school.  The Policy will be published in full in the Parent Handbook, but in 

essence, requires students to wear the identified school uniform items and not more ‘trendy’ 

versions. 

➢ Socks must be either plain grey for boys or white for girls.

➢ No brand names are acceptable.

➢ Hairstyles must be neat and tidy, with no extreme styles such as patterns, colours or shaved 

hair less  than a ‘two’ cut. Hair that is below the shoulders needs to be tied back for both girls 

and boys so children can see clearly.

➢ Hair accessories can include hairbands, ‘scrunchies’ or ribbons in blue, pink, maroon or white.

➢ Please keep nail polish and decorative hair ornaments for weekends.

➢ Jewelry is also very limited, this is due to safety concerns and the cost if items are lost.  Please 

do not wear bracelets, bangles, necklaces or anklets. A religious chain, one set of sleeper or 

stud earrings, a watch and/or one small ring may be worn.

During the year students also need to wear a school hat while they are in the playground.  This 

is for sun protection and is an important part of the uniform. Without a hat, students have to 

remain in a shaded area and play is very limited.

School Swimming Carnival:  We will hold our annual Swimming Carnival in Week 3 on 

Wednesday, 15th February.  Unlike last year with our Covid restrictions, we are hoping to have as 

many students involved in the carnival as possible.   A special ‘thank you’ to Mrs Carpenter, Mr 

Hudson and Ms Covelli for all the background work they are putting into making sure our carnival 

operates smoothly. We would love to have as many parents and families come along and join us 

for some or all of the day! 

Arriving Late: It is hard to get back into school routine after such a long break, but please 

remember that it is an expectation at McAuley that students will arrive at school before the first 

bell at 8.55am.  Supervision in the playground commences at 8.35am, with students arriving at 

school prior to this time expected to move to the seating area outside the Staffroom and remain 

seated until supervision begins.  If students arrive after the bell to commence classes, they will 

need to go to the Office to be signed in and marked present, as all school gates will be locked at 

9am each morning. Please be respectful of the limited time we have with your children, and our 

need to make the most of the time we have with them by making sure they are at school in time 

for the bell.



From the Religious Education Coordinator

It is exciting to be able to invite parents and carers to our 
religious celebrations this year now that there are no 
COVID restrictions!
Our first celebration is our Opening School Mass, which 
will commence at 9:30am tomorrow, the 9th February at 
St Joseph’s Church.

We hope you can join us!

I have been working with Fr Greg to ensure that students can attend Mass and Liturgies, 
receive Reconciliation and have the Priests come to visit the classes throughout the year. 
Year 6 will be the first grade to attend Parish Mass on Thursday, 16th February. Parents 
and carers are welcome to attend with their child. 

Last week our Student Leadership 
Team attended parish mass, with 
several other Catholic schools in 
Orange and surrounding towns. 
Our school candles and classroom 
candles which are used for prayer 
were blessed, ready for a new 
school year. 

Have a great week!
Shannon Cain



Welcome back everyone to the Library for 2023. We have an 
exciting year ahead with KidsLit Quiz, Premier's Reading 
Challenge, Book Club and Book Week to name just a few. 
There are so many books to borrow this year with lots of new 
titles being added through the year. Ask me to help you if you 
can't find exactly what you need. There is something here for 
everyone. 

Library sessions and borrowing have commenced this week 
(except for Kinder - they will come to the Library but won't 
borrow until Term 2. They will each receive a school Library 
bag). 
Library bags for Years 1,2 and 3 will be handed to them this 
week and years 4, 5 and 6 please remember to bring your 
library bags in. If you have lost your school Library bag any 
other bag will be fine to use. 

Please see the Library timetable below.

Monday 2B, KM, 5Y, 3Y
Tuesday 4M, 4Y, 6Y, 3B
Wednesday 6B, 5M, 3M, 1M
Thursday 2Y, KB, 6M
Friday 4B, 1B, 2M, KY, 1Y

Looking forward to a great year together.
Catherine Garnon



We would like to wish Sam Cox 
(Basketball), James Rodwell and Cooper 
Judge(Cricket) all the best this week as 

they travel to compete in the Polding 
Summer Trials.



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 1 Term 1

Beau Rich Amelia Keen Rhyda Finneran

Elissia Agresta Milla Macdonald Rex Bennett

Sam Tilston Fox Ivers Amelia Visman

Tia Lawrence Van Zinga Teddy Lewis

Charles Gleeson Sheniell Siki Cody Ford

Sacha Beath Estelle McCarthy Felix West

Theodore Murphy Dorothy Johnson Jack Baker

Riley Ford Austin Bayada Cassandra Pangilinan

Isaac Johnston Lewis Mullins Omera Rahamun

Lenya Miller Poppy Davidson Bradley Palmer

Noah Ferrier Archie Eades Pollyanna Bailey

Wyatt Cornthwaite Joyce Qaqos Coby Rich

Sophie McAllister Angela Gormly Marcus Spagnolo

Toby Barrett Annais Carman Julius Simmons

Ava Keevil Ethan Gallagher Cooper Garnaut

Charlotte Townsend Sylvie Miller Coco Portass

Poppy Grinter Zara Purvis Henry Seale

Evie Bermingham Jack Spagnolo Emilie Turner

Max Bennett Lillian Fuller-Davis Billy Symington

Owen Vowles Rosie Hamilton



Dates for your Diary
Term 1

Thursday 9th February - Opening School Mass 9.30am

Wednesday 15th February - Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 16th February - Yr 6 Parish Mass 9.30am

Thursday 16th February -  Welcome BBQ 4pm

Wednesday 22nd February - Ash Wednesday Mass 

Thursday 23rd February - Southern Region Swimming

Friday 24th February - 6B Assembly 2.20pm

Thursday 2nd March - Yr 4  Parish Mass 9.30am

Friday 3rd March - 2Y Assembly 2.20pm

Monday 6th-8th March - Kindergarten Conversations

Tuesday 7th March - JSCHS 2024 Year 7 orientation day 

Thursday 9th March - Yr 2  Parish Mass 9.30am

Friday 10th March - 4Y Assembly 2.20pm

Wednesday 15th-27th March- NAPLAN

Friday 17th March - 1B Assembly 2.20pm

Wednesday 5th April - Yr 6 Sydney Excursion

For your Information




