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Take what He will from us, He 
still leaves His holy peace.

 Catherine McAuley

 

 

We are pleased to celebrate St.Patrick's Day tomorrow 
March 17th with a shared lunch,4 leaf clover/shamrock  
hunt and classroom visits.There was a time when most of 
the Catholic parishes in the Bathurst Diocese were staffed 
by Irish priests  so consequently St.Patrick's Day was a 
huge event in the parish and in the town. A St.Patrick's 
dinner for 500-1000 people was the norm in Orange and on 
most occasions in the 50's and 60s St.Patricks Day was a 
school holiday.The US cities of New York and Boston still 
celebrate St.Patrick's Day in a big way with street parades 
and concerts,an acknowledgement to the Irish ancestry of 
both these cities.And I'm sure many of us have been to the 
St.Patrick's day races in Broken Hill which is the major 
fundraiser for local Catholic schools (including green 
beer!).It is the biggest outback raceday  in NSW and a far 
cry from the rolling green race tracks of Ireland!

Michael Croke



Our focus this week is:

This week we are looking at using good manners at school.  When someone is 

addressing us, or we are speaking to someone, we show our respect by using our 

Manners. This means we look at that person, listen to what they are saying and 

respond using ‘please and thank you’.  It is also not polite to interrupt conversations, 

but rather wait for an appropriate moment to speak.

Important points for students:

● Always look at the person you are speaking to

● Responses when spoken to: ‘How are you?’ ‘Good, thank you’ ‘yes please, no 

thank you’.  Manners should always include please and thank you.

● Speak to people who speak to you - don’t ignore them and look at them when 

you are speaking.

● Don’t interrupt when others are speaking, wait your turn.

We Show Respect by Using Good Manners



McAuley News 

 

Catholic Schools’ Week Celebrations!  This week is Catholic Schools’ Week! We are so 

excited to finally be able to celebrate properly with our families!  Catholic Schools’ Week is 

about strengthening relationships among all who have a stake in our schools – students, staff, 

families, priests, parishioners, and members of the wider community. It is a wonderful 

opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate the many outstanding achievements of the students 

and staff in every Catholic school. To celebrate this year, we are having Kindergarten 

Conversations throughout the week, our Year 2Y Assembly on Friday, and tomorrow, Thursday, 

we will be having our Family Picnic, Open Classrooms and Shamrock Hunt!!  We 

invite you to come along tomorrow, Thursday, 17th March (St Patrick’s Day!!) from 1.30pm to 

join us for a shared family lunch (bring along something yummy to eat!), followed by a visit into 

your children’s classrooms before we all go outside and go on a ‘shamrock’ hunt as families 

around the school!  We will also be encouraging the children to wear casual clothes on 

Thursday, with a ‘touch’ of green and donate a gold coin to Project Compassion.  The weather 

prediction is for fine weather, so come along and let’s finally have some lovely time together, 

with a bit of fun thrown in!

Kindergarten Conversations: Throughout this week, our Kinder teachers are conducting 

“Kinder Conversations” with the parents of our new little students.  Now that our

students have settled into the class routine, this is a great opportunity for our Kinder teachers 

to have a conversation with Kinder parents and let them know how their child has settled in 

and how they are coping with the rigors of school. It also gives the parents a chance to let the 

teachers know anything that may impact on their child’s learning or behaviour.

 Athletics Carnival: Our Athletics’ Carnival for students in Year 2 to 6 will be held on 

Tuesday, 29th March at James Sheahan.  More information will be given about this carnival as 

we get closer to the date. For now, please keep the date free to join us up at Sheahan. Our 

Kinder and Year 1 will have their Athletics Carnival later in the year.

 Tours of the School: Thank you to all who came along for our School Tours which we have 

had over the past two weeks.  They proved very popular and are a wonderful way for families 

to see our facilities and grounds.  We will be organizing more tours early next term for those 

who would still like the opportunity to have a look through the school.  Deciding where to send 

your children to school is a very difficult decision, and we encourage families to gather as much 

information as possible about their child’s perspective school when making this decision. If you 

know of someone who is considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 

2023, please let them know our tours will be on offer again at the beginning of next term. For 

further information, please ring the school on 6361 3344. 



McAuley News Cont. 

 

Toys At School:   We have had many children, particularly in Kinder, bringing toys and 

special objects to school recently.  Unfortunately, some of these are becoming misplaced or 

broken.  It is always lovely to bring something special for “Show and Tell”, however, these items 

need to only be brought to school on “News Day” and given to the teacher to mind for safe 

keeping.  Please keep toys and special items at home to enjoy and while at school, make use of 

the many different play opportunities we have here.  This is also a great time to develop 

friendships and practice interacting with other students. 

 Polding Swimming Carnival:  Congratulations to all our students who competed at the 

Diocesan Swimming Carnival in Dubbo recently. We were very proud of the way they 

represented our school so well and competed with enthusiasm and sportsmanship.  From this 

meet, we have three students who have qualified for the next level of swimming, where they 

join with students from other Catholic Dioceses in our area to form the Polding Team.  

Congratulations to Cooper Judge, Aimee Neich and Elsie Vial.  We wish them all the very 

best for this carnival on 22nd March in Sydney!

 Please Don’t forget to wear your hat!!  Please don’t forget your hat!! We are still 

experiencing many very warm days even though Summer has officially finished. Hats still must 

be worn in the playground for all of Terms 1 and 4.

Wishing you’re a great week,

Robyn Petty







This week is Catholic Schools Week. This week, we will remember everything that is 
wonderful about our Catholic schools, especially at Catherine McAuley. 

The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2022 is ‘Experience the spirit of community’. We 
pray that our community is one that is faith filled and strong. This includes our fellow 

students, teachers, school staff, parents, family and friends.

A Prayer for Catholic Schools Week

Dear Lord,

Catholic schools week is a special time in the year when we celebrate the extraordinary 
achievements of our Catholic schools. 

It is a time to give thanks for the wonderful teaching and learning that takes place each day 
in every classroom.

We acknowledge and thank all who work in the service of Catholic education to create the 
opportunities for students that allow them to grow and thrive.

We thank you for the wisdom and understanding of teachers;

The enthusiasm and energy of students, the leadership of school Principals and executive 
staff;

The skill, care and commitment of administrative and support staff, the guidance of our 
pastors and religious leaders, ane the support and partnership of parents, carers and local 

communities.

We pray that each student’s learning journey be inspired by a search for your wisdom and 
truth.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son.  Amen



Year 3 Retreat Kenna Hall Thursday 17th March

Year 3 will be participating in a Eucharist retreat entitled “A place at the table.” They will 
be reflecting on: What is the Eucharist? Why is receiving Communion so important? The 

events of the Last Supper. Prayer, fun games and songs are interwoven into the day. It is an 
engaging retreat for the students and wonderful that we are able to incorporate it  into 

Catholic Schools Week!

Second Week of Lent

Project Compassion 2022
During Lent we are asked to give to others, this is also known as almsgiving. Each student 
has received a Project Compassion box. We ask families to make small donations during 
Lent and to then return the Project Compassion box at the end of the term. All money 

raised goes to Caritas who run projects all over the world creating opportunities for people 
to have clean water, education, sanitation and to create a livelihood for themselves through 

farming or the arts. 

The QR Code below is a link to all the Catholic Diocese of Bathurst mass times           
leading up to and including Holy Week and Easter

Blessings always,
Anne Mulligan

Religious Education Coordinator



Catherine McAuley St Patrick's Day Celebrations 
for Catholic Schools Week. 

Here are a few reminders about St Patrick's day 
Thursday March 17th. 

GREEN CLOTHES
The students are asked to wear something GREEN to 

school on Thursday - green clothes, hats, socks, ribbons 
etc. They do not need to wear their uniform but do need 

to wear closed in shoes. Please send in a gold coin 
donation to raise funds for Project Compassion.

PICNIC LUNCH
All Students will be seated in their normal eating areas 

(see below) by 1.20pm. The gates (Byng St gates and the 
main gates near Kenna Hall ) will be opened for you by 
1.25pm to collect your children to go and have a picnic 

lunch with them somewhere in the playground. You do 
not need to eat in the area you collected them from. Use 

the large "grassed" areas to settle in with your picnic 
rugs etc.

Please pick up your youngest child first.
PLEASE NOTE PARKING RESTRICTIONS FROM 2.30pm IN HILL ST.

Normal eating areas 
K-1- Near Hill St Pickup 

2/3/4 Under big tree near Byng St pick up
5-6 Near the tuckshop

AT 2.10pm
When the bell goes children and parents will be invited 

into the school to visit classrooms. 
While that is happening hundreds of shamrocks will be 

scattered around the playground ready for                         
a Treasure Hunt.

At 2.30pm a message will go over the PA for families to go 
outside and start searching for some shamrocks. Each 

child will take an Irish blessing sheet so they can glue 
three shamrocks onto it once they find some. . 

There will be 20 four leaf clovers hidden as well. If a child 
finds one they go to the Office to collect their prize. YAY! 

Families can paste some shamrocks onto the Irish 
blessing sheet at one of the 7 glue stations situated 

around the playground. 
You are then free to take your children home as long as 

you let the teacher know if it is before 3.10pm.

Have a wonderful day on Thursday.



Catherine McAuley’s 
Sporting Achievers

Over the past few weeks we have had a number of 
students successful in selection for diocesan sporting 

teams.  We would like to congratulate the following 
students

Swimming
Cooper Judge
Aimee Neich

Elsie Vial

Cricket
Tom Wythes

Boys Touch
Archie Marwick

Billy Dean
Judd Zinga

Gus Bohringer
Phoenix Zinga

Girls Touch
Myia Gibson
April Gardner
Belvia Bryant



Dates for your Diary

Thursday 17th March - St Patrick’s Day Celebrations

Friday 18th March -Assembly presented by 2Y at 2.10pm

Friday 25th March - Assembly presented by 6Y at 2.10pm 

Tuesday 29th March - Year 3 to Year 6 Athletics Carnival

Thursday 31st March - Netball Cup,  Year 5 & 6 

 Friday 1st April - McAuley Cross Country Trials

Friday 1st April - Assembly presented by 3Y at 2.10pm

Tuesday 5th April - PUPIL FREE DAY 

Friday 8th April - Assembly presented by our Band & Guitar students

Friday 8th April - Last Day of Term 

Pupil Free 
Day 

Tuesday 
5th April 



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 6 Term 1

Faith Ralston Mackenzie Strangwidge Violet Beldham

Evie Horan Oliver Apps Isobel Clifton

Teddy Lewis Grace Harris Arashi Nugroho

Jervin Sijo Dottie Johnson Max Sloan

Sky Cowie-Keen Charley Shirvington Hudson West

Heidi Zuman Riley Ford Zoe Mortimer

Alvin Thomas Joyce Qaqos Fletcher Grevink

Xanthe Bryant Eleanor Cain Simon Taburnal

Aavnaya Parajuli Thomas Dellow Karter Dobson

Alan Thomas Zara Eyles Annais Carmen

Delilah Fichera Carter Priest Hope Robey 

Sarah Stone Lamara Huggins Jett Garvey 

Eleanor Crump Archie Hayden Beau Biddle

Maggie Lawson Mya Kennedy Max Bennett

Jude Marriage Joshua Harris Poppy Grinter

Lewis Vaughan Ally Roberts Macy Howarth

Judd Zinga Joshua Newman Emilie Turner

Cooper Baird Solomon Russell Harlow Corby

Charlie Isaacs Andy Gibson Saly Qaqos

Ava Eyles Cooper Murray Preston Brady








