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Whilst it was wonderful to see so many parents and friends
at our recent St.Patrick's Day lunch and class visit and
school assembly we remain very cautious that we are still
living in COVID times. This week we seem to have a large
number of students away with COVID and I do appreciate
parents being so cautious and diligent in this area.It seems
that testing positive for COVID is not so much if,but when.
The school still has a large supply of RAT tests for any
families that require them. On other matters I ask that we
continue to think of those families in the Ukraine who
remain devastated at every level during the current turmoil
in that country.
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Our focus this week is:

Harmony Day - Respect for Everyone!
Monday of this week was Harmony Day across Australia. Therefore, this week our
Focus is on showing respect for everyone, as we all contribute to a wonderful
Australian Society! Being able to accept what is different about people is such an
important part of growing as a person and as a community. Each culture, tradition,
lifestyle and personal talent adds to the quality of our own life. We live in a world
where we are able to easily move between countries and live wherever we want to.
Australia has a huge variety of people from all over the world who have moved here
and contributed to our wonderful society and culture. Today and all this week, we
celebrate all that is unique about each person and all they can contribute to our
amazing country!
Important points for students:
•
•
•
•

Australia is a melting pot for cultures from all
around the world.
Each culture contributes many wonderful things
to our Australian Culture.
We are all unique and should be proud of our
cultural heritage!
We all contribute with our gifts and talents to
make the Australian Society a better place.

McAuley News
Catholic Schools’ Week Celebrations! What wonderful celebrations we had last week during
Catholic Schools’ Week! Thank you so much to everyone who was able to join us for our St Patrick’s
Day activities as part of this celebration. The school came alive with children and families
everywhere! We finally had a chance to be ‘ourselves’ and open our playground and classrooms up
to our extended McAuley family. It was amazing to feel the atmosphere and see the happiness in
faces and hear the buzz of enjoyment! Covid has restricted us from these types of activities for a
very long time, so last week was a great time to celebrate!

Athletics Carnival: Unfortunately, our Athletics’ Carnival for students in Year 2 to 6 which was to
be held next Tuesday, 29th March, has had to be moved to a later date. Due to unforeseen
circumstances, we will now be holding the carnival on Thursday 7th April at James Sheahan. We
apologise for this change of date and for any inconvenience this may cause. If you had volunteered
to assist with the carnival and are no longer able to assist, then please send a note to school by next
Monday. Mrs Carpenter will continue to work with those who have nominated for the Field events
of Long Jump, Shot Put, Discus and High Jump. Long Jump and Discus will be finalised before the
carnival and the winners will be announced at the Carnival. Long Jump took place last Monday and
Shot Put and Discus will be this Friday. The nominated children that have missed the opportunity at
school will still get a chance. Students participating in High Jump will have practises before the
Carnival and this event will be run on the day of the Carnival. I would encourage you to join us on
Thursday 7th April up at Sheahan and cheer on our students. Our Kinder and Year 1 will have their
Athletics Carnival later in the year.

Kindergarten 2023: It seems like this current year and has only just begun and we are already
thinking about taking enrolments for Kindergarten 2023! Applications will open for enrolments at
the beginning of next term, April 26. It was lovely to meet some of these prospective new students
during our recent School Tours. With Covid preventing people visiting our school, these tours were
a great way for prospective families to see our facilities and grounds. We will be organizing more
tours early next term for those who would still like the opportunity to have a look through the
school. Deciding where to send your children to school is a very difficult decision, and we
encourage families to gather as much information as possible about their child’s perspective school
when making this decision. If you know of someone who is considering sending their children to
McAuley, especially in Kinder 2023, please let them know enrolments will be open soon and tours
will again be on offer at the beginning of next term. For further information, please ring the school
on 6361 3344.

Toys At School: We have had many children, particularly in Kinder, bringing toys and special objects
to school recently. Unfortunately, some of these are becoming misplaced or broken. It is always
lovely to bring something special for “Show and Tell”, however, these items need to only be brought
to school on “News Day” and given to the teacher to mind for safe keeping. Please keep toys and
special items at home to enjoy and while at school, make use of the many different play
opportunities we have here. This is also a great time to develop friendships and practice interacting
with other students.

McAuley News Cont.
Assemblies: We were so excited last week to finally be able to have families back on the School
grounds and we hoped that this would be the beginning of the our re-opening after Covid.
However, it seems we are to be disappointed again. Throughout this week there has been a spike
in Covid cases among our Staff and students, with many classes reduced to almost half the number
of students at school on any one day. Therefore we need to look carefully at how we can once
again keep our children, staff and families safe. For this reason, we are sad to say, we feel we need
to reduce our interactions with visitors to the school and the mixing of cohorts in confined indoor
spaces where possible. We will reduce our Assemblies back down to the Host Class and their grade
cohort only. We are all so disappointed to have to take this step, but we need to consider all parties
involved and do what we can to protect all our McAuley family.

NAPLAN Online: This year the students in Year 3 and 5 will be sitting the NAPLAN tests online. The
students in Year 5 will complete all of the Mathematics, Reading, Language Conventions and the
Writing test using computers, while the Year 3 students will complete all but the writing online.
Year 3 will still use pen and paper for their writing test. These tests will take place in May (next
term), so we will need to make sure that our computer equipment is up to the task. For this
reason, both Year 3 and Year 5 will sit practise tests tomorrow. This will not form part of the
marking for NAPLAN, but be an opportunity for the school to make sure that our computers are
running at suitable speeds and are capable of allowing students to complete the online tests.

Change To Parents Accessing Hill St Pick Up: We will continue with our altered Hill St Pick Up
procedure, which we put into place last week. As Pick Up is completely outside and enables all to
be in the fresh air, parents and carers are able to enter onto the school grounds to collect their
children. Students will sit in grade cohorts in the Infants Eating Area while they wait for their
Parents or Carers. Parents/carers are to come down to this area and collect their children, then
leave through the Hill St Gates. There will be one teacher supervising the children in the seating
area, while a member of the Executive will supervise the Hill St Gate to prevent unaccompanied
children leaving the grounds (except with permission). As this is a short, 10 minute pick up space,
we ask that you collect your children and head out the gates without delay. We also ask that you
keep all children (preschool and school age) off the play equipment. This is for the safety of all.

Please Don’t forget to wear your hat!! Please don’t forget your hat!! We are still experiencing
many very warm days even though Summer has officially finished. Hats still must be worn in the
playground for all of Terms 1 and 4.
Wishing you a great week,
Robyn Petty

Third Week of Lent
Reﬂection during Lent - from the Lenten program 2022
Suﬀering and loss are reminders of our mortality; our life is short. What are some
of the things in our lives that aren’t important, that aren’t life-giving, that we need
to let go? Conversely, what should be truly important to us?
In nature, the right conditions allow for trees and plants to ﬂourish. God never
gives up on us - always providing the conditions that allow us to ﬂourish. What are
some of the things we need to do in order to ﬂourish, to “bear fruit” in our life and
the lives of others?
Project Compassion 2022
During Lent we are asked to give to others, this is also known as almsgiving. Each
student has received a Project Compassion box. We ask families to make small
donations during Lent and to then return the Project Compassion box at the end
of the term. All money raised goes to Caritas who run projects all over the world
creating opportunities for people to have clean water, education, sanitation and to
create a livelihood for themselves through farming or the arts.
Please take a look at the fun that was had at the
3 Retreat and St Patrick’s Day.
Blessings always,
Anne Mulligan
Religious Education Coordinator

Year 3 Retreat Kenna Hall Thursday 17th March
Year 3 had a wonderful time at their Eucharist retreat on Thursday. They
explored the following themes: People gather together for special purposes;
Jesus gave us Eucharist at the Last Supper; In Eucharist Jesus gives us the gift of
Himself; We share with all people at Jesus’ table in the Mass; First Holy
Communion Day.
They played games, participated in an echo mime of the Last Supper and sang
songs that told the story of Jesus at the Last Supper and receiving the Eucharist.
The Year 3 teachers, which included Mrs Worland, Mrs Agresta, Mrs Cracknell
and Mr Hudson and myself were all thoroughly impressed by the children’s
thoughtful responses and their ability to reﬂect on the meaning behind First
Holy Communion.
As you can see by the photos - they thoroughly enjoyed the day!

St Patrick’s Day Thursday 17th March
St Patrick's day was a wonderful day of fun and laughter
at Catherine McAuley. The students were encouraged to
wear green for St Patrick's day and a gold coin donation
went towards Project Compassion. As it was also Catholic
Schools week the students participated in a liturgy in the
morning, recognising the sense of community and the
Gospel values that underpin Catholic Schools.
We had families visit the school to share a picnic lunch
with their children. After lunch children and parents were
invited into the school to visit classrooms.
While that was happening hundreds of shamrocks were
scattered around the playground by the students from
the Mini Vinnies group. Afterwards, the students and
their families went onto the playground and participated
in the Shamrock hunt.
There were 20 four leaf clovers in the mix and the
students won a prize if they found one, which created a
healthy sense of competition amongst the students!
They glued their Shamrocks onto a St Patrick's day
sheet and the staff assisted the students at the glue
stations. The students loved the challenge of a
Shamrock hunt and it was wonderful to see so many
families back on the school grounds, interacting with
staff, students and other families and enjoying the
wonderful warmth of the Catherine McAuley Community.

Catherine McAuley’s
Sporting Achievers
Last Friday we had a number of students
venture off to Bathurst to compete in the
Winter Sports trials for diocesan selection.
Congratulations to the following students for
being selected to trial for Polding which will
take place on the 29th April also in Bathurst.
Soccer
Thomas Wythes
12's League
Phoenix Zinga
Jaxon West
Gus Bohringer
11's League
Lachlan Dunkley
Billy Dean
Judd Zinga
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Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 23rd March - Year 6 Peer Support Training
Thursday 24th March - Year 6 Peer Support Training
Friday 25th March - Assembly presented by 6Y at 2.10pm
Thursday 31st March - Diocesan Touch Footy - selected students
Thursday 31st March - Netball Cup, Year 5 & 6
Thursday 31st March - League Gala Day, Year 3, 4, 5 & 6
Friday 1st April - Kindergarten Teddy Bear’s Picnic
Friday 1st April - Year 2 Excursion Millthorpe Museum
Friday 1st April - McAuley Cross Country Trials
Friday 1st April - Assembly presented by 3Y at 2.10pm
Tuesday 5th April - PUPIL FREE DAY
Thursday 7th April - Year 3 to Year 6 Athletics Carnival
Friday 8th April - Assembly presented by our Band & Guitar students
Friday 8th April - Last Day of Term
Monday 25th April - Anzac Day March
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Nicholas Holden

Oskar Stewart

Harper Fahy

Felix West

Eloise Crosariol

Tia Lawrence

Sheniell Siki

Kai Purvis

Nayeli Osborne

Tully Hainsworth

Niamh Murphy

Phoebe Robertson

Sophie Williams

Macy Eyles

Axel Stewart

Jack Baker

Therese Besenio

Dominic DeGabriel

Landon Crosariol

Lane Tyack

Jasmine Smith

Mason Dukes

Layla Gardiner

Keaghan Brown

Jackson Bayliss

Hannah Hunt

Harry Logan

Harry Fardell

Victoria Townsend

Nicholas Echeverri

Ollie West

Brodie McNeill

Samantha Halpin

Chance Cook

Connor Peate

Chloe Gillespie

Monique Bender

Sophie Gander

Georgie Martyr

Lincoln Hainsworth

Dominic Gama

Peyton Taylor

Klay Oliver-Roach

Isabel O’Brien

Cynthia Palmer

Elsie Dunn

Xanthe Gardner

Molly Spicer

Jessica Adamson

Brooke Vaughan

Ethan Turner

Charlie Livingstone

Lily Kelly

Callum Harvey

Zander Hainsworth

Archie Cox

Ruby Hannan

Cjay Fogarty

Azalyah Rolton

Hans Pangilinan

