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Prayer must come from God…. 
we must beg it continually.

 Catherine McAuley

 

 

As the 1st of April beckons we are reminded that this is 
the only school term that covers four months given most 
students commenced duties on January 31st. It may 
explain why many in the school community (including 
parents!) are pleading a certain amount of term fatigue 
and counting down the days to the holidays which will 
bring some sleep ins and unplanned hours! As we have 
been mentioning, because of the COVID situation we 
have had (in recent weeks) in excess of 100 students 
away almost every day.  
I thank all the staff for the way they have been very 
flexible and adaptable (and patient) in managing this 
situation.  We hope and pray that more clearer times 
await us in Term 2.

Michael Croke



Our focus this week is:

This week we are following on from our Harmony Day theme last week.  This week 

we are looking at how we can play safely on the playground and treat others with 

respect while we are playing.  The words and actions we use can include or exclude 

others. Using some of the learning and activities we experienced last week, we will 

identify what we can do in the playground to make others feel included.

We Play Safely & Respectfully at School

Important points for students:

● Act safely on the playground and on the 

equipment.

● Be inclusive of all people: Be aware of 

how our actions may affect others.

● Take turns on equipment and seek teacher 

help if people are acting unfairly

● Be respectful of others when interacting 

with them.



McAuley News 

 

Pupil Free Day:  Please remember that next Tuesday, 5th April will be a PUPIL FREE DAY.  The Staff 

of McAuley will join with the Staff of other Catholic Schools in our area to work with Australia’s 

leading Clinical Psychologist Andrew Fuller. It will be a wonderful opportunity to see how we can 

help build our capacity to support our students to engage in their learning. Throughout the day 

Andrew will also give us practical strategies to support student resilience, anxiety and engage all 

genders in learning in the most appropriate ways.  We are all looking forward to this exciting 

opportunity and are grateful to the CEBD for their commitment to supporting teachers by enabling 

us to access this wonderful professional development.     
 
Athletics Carnival: With the weather the way it was yesterday, it seems our decision to postpone 

the Athletics’ Carnival may have been a wise choice!  The new date for our Athletics’ Carnival for 

students in Year 2 to 6 will now on Thursday 7th April at James Sheahan.  Thank you so much for 

your understanding and patience with this change of date. If you are now able to assist with the 

carnival, please send a note to school to let us know. Mrs Carpenter has continued to work with 

those who have nominated for the Field events and the finals for most of these will be run at the 

Carnival.  I would encourage you to join us on Thursday 7th April up at Sheahan and cheer on our 

students. Our Kinder and Year 1 will have their Athletics Carnival later in the year.

 Kindergarten 2023: It is once again time to start thinking about enrolling students who will begin 

school in Kindergarten 2023!  Applications will open for enrolments at the beginning of next term, 

April 26.  During our school tours earlier this year, we met some lovely prospective new students, 

and we look forward to conducting more tours next term for any other families who would like to 

have the chance to look at our school and its wonderful facilities. It is always a difficult choice 

deciding where to send your children to school, and we encourage families to gather as much 

information as possible about their child’s perspective school when making this decision. If you 

know of someone who is considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in Kinder 2023, 

please let them know enrolments will be open soon and tours will again be on offer at the beginning 

of next term. For further information, please ring the school on 6361 3344.

 Assemblies:  Unfortunately, due to the current spike in Covid cases among our Staff and students, 

we are putting the safety of all our McAuley family first and reducing our interactions with visitors to 

the school and cohort mixing in confined indoor spaces where possible.  We will reduce our 

Assemblies back down to the Host Class and their grade cohort only.  We are all so disappointed to 

have to take this step, but we need to consider all parties involved and do what we can to protect all 

our McAuley family.

 NAPLAN Online: Last week we had the opportunity to have a ‘practise’ at the NAPLAN platform 

and introduce our Year 3 and Year 5 students to this format.  It gave us the chance to expose the 

students to the style of testing that they will undertake during the May tests, as well as give the 

school an opportunity to see how our internet and devices responded under pressure.  This practise 

did not form part of the testing procedure.

 



McAuley News Cont. 

 

 Toys At School: Thank you to the many parents who reminded their children not to bring special 

toys to school, especially in Kinder.  Children always love to show their toys to others, however, 

some of these are becoming misplaced or broken.  Please encourage our children to only bring 

these items to school on “News Day” and give them to the teacher for safe keeping.  Please keep 

toys and special items at home to enjoy and while at school, make use of the many different play 

opportunities we have here.  This is also a great time to develop friendships and practice 

interacting with other students. 

Representative Sport:  This week we have quite a number of students in a variety of 

Representative sports.  Some of our Senior girls are heading to Bathurst tomorrow to compete in 

the Netball School Cup, while we also have boys form Year 3-6 heading to the Brendon Sturgeon 

Oval for a Rugby League Gala Day. Thank you to Mrs Cain, Mrs Agresta, Miss Van Kemenade and 

Miss Hazelton for accompanying these students.  Mrs Carpenter will be travelling to Tamworth as 

Team Manager, to supervise our boys who have made it to the Polding Touch Football competition 

as well.  We wish all our competitors the best of luck and are confident they will represent McAuley 

well and show wonderful sportsmanship to all.

 Hill St Pick Up: I have been delighted with the smooth operation of the Hill St Pick UP since we 

changed parent access to the school.  Students have been moving to their grade area on the seats 

and parents have been able to find their children very quickly of an afternoon.  Thank you so much 

for your support and cooperation with this change to our procedures.  I feel everyone is benefitting 

from this new arrangement. Thank you also for keeping all children (preschool and school age) off 

the play equipment at this time.  This is for the safety of all.

 Please Don’t forget to wear your hat!!  With our very strange weather lately, we still need to 
remind children to wear their hats while in the playground until the end of the term. Hats still must 
be worn in the playground for all of Terms 1 and 4.

 

Wishing you a great week,

Robyn Petty



Year 3 First Holy Communion

Please keep in your prayers the Year 3 students who are making their First Holy 
Communion at the Parish Masses throughout the year. They are very excited about 

receiving the First Eucharist sacrament.

Reconciliation 

Year 5B will attend Reconciliation at St Joseph’s Church on Thursday 31st March.

Parish Mass

Year 3 attend the Parish Mass at St Joseph’s Church on Thursday 31st March.   Fr Greg 
Bellamy has complimented the students who have attended the Parish Masses so far. 

They have been very prayerful and reverent.

Fourth Week of Lent

Reflection during Lent - from the Lenten program 2022

The Gospel for the 4th Week of Lent is The Prodigal Son Luke 15:11-32

1. This parable highlights the issue of the prodigal son’s hesitation to return to his 
Father. What are some of the things that make us hesitant to return to God? 
What might Jesus say to us about those things?

2. How does this parable help you to trust in the mercy of the Father?
3. In what ways do you see yourself as the prodigal son? Can you recall a time you 

needed to seek forgiveness but did not feel worthy of it?

A reflective Prayer for the 4th week of Lent 

Lord, wait for me on the roads of my choices, today and always.

Look for me in the undergrowth of my ignorance.

Seek me in the wilderness of my delusion.

Rescue me in the tide of my self-absorption.

Release me from the chains of my arrogance.

For I have no God but you.

Be God for me, with me and in me.

With this sure knowledge

I will find the way home to you.

Blessings always,
Anne Mulligan

Religious Education Coordinator



Aboriginal Spirituality Day

On Tuesday 22nd March, Mrs Petty, Mrs Garnon 
and Mrs Mulligan travelled to St Joseph’s 
Perthville and participated in an Aboriginal 
Spirituality day run by the CEDB and led by 
Darlene Murdoch and her team. Darlene is the 
Educational Officer for Aboriginal Education in 
the Bathurst Diocese. It was a wonderful day 
where we were able to connect with staff from 
across the Catholic primary schools, both 
indigineous and non-indigenous, in the Bathurst 
Diocese. 

Throughout the day we joined together in:
● Prayer
● Examining the Catholic Schools New South 

Wales Spirituality Document
● Experiencing and exploring ways that 

Aboriginal people connect with nature 
through meditation (deep listening), a 
smoking ceremony, and a water and ochre 
blessing led by respected Wiradjuri elders

● Experimenting with Aboriginal art symbols 
by painting wooden crosses with our own 
stories. 

● Learning more about how Symbols, Rites 
and Celebrations in Aboriginal ceremonies 
have similarities with the Catholic context.

We were given clapping sticks, an Aboriginal art 
resource of the Sacrament series and an 
Aboriginal designed painted cross to add to our 
Aboriginal resources at school. These resources 
will be made available to our staff, so that the 
knowledge of Aboriginal culture can continue to 
be integrated into the curriculum that is taught 
in the classrooms.
Earth, Water and Fire Ceremony - a reflection 
from the day….
Let us understand the importance of earth, water 
and fire - as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and Christian symbols. Let us sense the 
earth beneath our feet and know the 
responsibility belongs to all. The cool refreshing 
water, giving life to all Australians alike. The 
water gives life to people in Baptism. The warm 
inviting fire; drawing us all together. It is the 
light of Christ, the flame of the Holy Spirit.



Project Compassion 2022

The theme of Project Compassion 2022 is ‘For All Future Generations’ and 
reminds us that the good that we do today will extend and impact the lives of 

generations to come. 

It invites us to make the world a better place by working together now and 
finding long-term solutions to global issues.  We encourage you to continue to 

put your compassion into action this Lent through your prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving by supporting Project Compassion.

 Each family has received a Project Compassion box for their donations or you 
can donate online via the Caritas Australia website at: lent.caritas.org.au

https://lent.caritas.org.au/


Year 6 Peer Support Training

On Wednesday and Thursday last week Year 6 students participated in two days 
of peer support training. They engaged in activities that focused on learning 

leadership skills including; relationship building, communication, team work, 
empathy, decision making, problem solving, assertiveness, active listening, 

resilience, perseverance and facilitating sessions with a small group of peers. 

This training will now enable the Year 6 leaders to lead their own small peer 
support group, which will happen across the school in Term 2. Thank you to all 

the students for their positive participation and engagement across the two 
days.

Year 6 Teachers.



Athletics

Last week students took part in the field events of long jump and 
discus here at school.  It was delightful to see so many students 
excited to take part and have a go.  Due to the large numbers of 
students' absences over the last few weeks, we are allowing 
students that had nominated and missed out on taking part to do 
so next Monday the 4th of April In a CATCH-UP DAY.
 So if those students can wear their sports uniforms on Monday 
and attend when the event is called. 

We were also lucky enough to have two past students Taj Jordan 
and Chase King lend their support and experience to the students. 
There were lots of cheers as the boys were able to demonstrate 
their skills and aid the teachers in the instructions.



Catherine McAuley Athletics Day Order of Events

9:15am - Students assemble at school and leave for James Sheahan 
on buses / Officials assemble at James Sheahan

9.30am - Marshalling & Events commence

Please note we cannot advise the exact time of each event.  
Please use the order of events as a guide.

Boys Track Events held concurrently with Girls Field/Novelty Events 
& vice versa

Recess

Lunch 

Please pick up your child by 2.15pm as the buses will leave shortly 
after.

Boys Track Events Girls Field Events Girls Novelty 
Events

800m Junior Final, 11yrs Final, 
Senior Boys Final
100m Heats -  8yrs, 9yrs, 10yrs, 
11yrs, 12yrs, 13yrs
200m Timed Finals - 8yrs, 9yrs, 10yrs, 
11yrs, 12yrs, 13yrs

High Jump
Senior. Jnr, 11’s

Shot Put
Jnrs, 11’s, Senior

Novelty events– 
held on the 
back oval.

Girls Track Events Boys Field 
Events

Boys 
Novelty 
Events

800m Junior Final, 800m 11yrs Final, 
Senior Girls Final,
100m Heats -  8yrs, 9yrs, 10yrs, 
11yrs, 12yrs
200m - 8yrs, 9yrs, 10yrs, 11yrs, 12yrs
Timed Finals

High Jump
Senior. Jnr, 11’s

 Shot Put
  Jnrs, 11’s, Senior

Novelty events– 
held on the 
back oval.

100m Finals Boys -  8yrs, 9yrs, 10yrs, 11yrs, 12yrs & 13yrs
Girls -  8yrs, 9yrs, 10yrs, 11yrs, 12yrs & 13yrs

Relay Finals Junior Boys, Senior Boys, Junior Girls & Senior Girls



Dates for your Diary

Thursday 31st March - Diocesan Touch Footy - selected students

Thursday 31st March - Netball Cup,  Year 5 & 6 

Thursday 31st March - League Gala Day,  Year 3, 4, 5 & 6

Friday 1st April - Kindergarten Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

Friday 1st April - Year 2 Excursion Millthorpe Museum 

Friday 1st April - McAuley Cross Country Trials

Friday 1st April - Assembly presented by 3Y at 2.10pm

Tuesday 5th April - PUPIL FREE DAY 

Thursday 7th April - Year 2 to Year 6 Athletics Carnival

Friday 8th April - Assembly presented by our Band & Guitar students

Friday 8th April - Last Day of Term 

Monday 25th April - Anzac Day March

Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday 
5th April Athletics Carnival Date Changed

Now Thursday 7th April

School Fees - Term 1
A friendly reminder to parents/ carers that pay fees by the term that Term 1 2022 fees are now 
due and payable. Payments can be made via the Compass portal or via BPay. If you would like 
to set up a payment plan, or have any concerns about your account, please contact Ms 
Annalisa Covelli on 6361 3344. Fee concessions for certain Pension/Health Care Card holders 
are now available. Please speak with Ms Covelli to see if you are eligible for this scheme.



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 8 Term 1

Athena Andres Van Zinga Oliver Tedeschi

Harper Cantrill Evan Anil Blair Harvey

Benji Power Rosie Temoso Sammy Ryan

Jonty Rodwell Alex Thomas Marlee Goodwin

Chelsea Taylor Aidan O’Donnell Ava Webb

Olly Piper Jessica Ware Haixin Wu

Phoebe Turner Cooper Schuberth Lily Pourece

Amelia Eatell Jaxon Power Harper Rogers

Amali Spurr Violet Temoso Ethan Gallagher

Anabella Chanoff Harrison Mosch Isaac Mullins

Elliot Commins Angela Gormly Haixian Wu

Monique Bender Grace Hilder William Hepworth

Annie Fuller-Davis Peyton Taylor Millie Bunting

Josef Scott-Robertson James Rodwell Kaitlyn Ware

Ava Sutton Hannah Cantrill Ashton Eslick

Zara Purvis Henry Seale Coco Rowland

Jaxson West Georgia Buss Ruby Hilder

Zander Hainsworth Monique Vardenega Asha Preist

Ava Eyles Cjay Fogarty Kyla Ndarowa








