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Whilst we are only in the early days of Term 2 2022, our
Kindergarten enrolment processes for 2023 are well and
truly in motion. Indeed we are currently in the
enrolment period. One of the myths of Catholic
education for those who have not had any previous
connection is that it is an expensive venture to embark
on. Granted McAuley is more expensive than local
government schools, any expense at any level for any
part of a child's education be it social or educational
would always be underpinned by the question...how
much is my child worth?
If you have any friends who have children who will
commence school in Kindergarten in 2023 (and you
think would be a good ﬁt in the McAuley family), I
encourage you to ask them to contact our school to have
a school tour and discuss enrolment.
Michael Croke
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Catherine McAuley

Keep patience ever at your side,
you’ll want it for a constant guide.
Catherine McAuley

Our focus this week is:

We are respectful in Peer Support
We began our Peer Support program last week, so this week we are looking
at the things we will learn in Peer Support, how we can enjoy the lessons
given by our Year 6 students, and what types of behaviour will support
everyone in gaining the most from this program.

During our Peer Support Lessons, we
will be focusing on:

●

Teamwork, working together and
cooperating with each other.

●

Being patient, tolerant and respectful of
each other

●

Actively listening to each other and
waiting our turn when we wish to
speak.

●
●

Learning about empathy.
How to be resilient and stand up for
ourselves and others.

McAuley News
Kindergarten Enrolments for 2023: I am having such a lovely time interviewing our perspective
Kinder children for 2023 at the moment! Our applications for Kinder enrolments for 2023 are
available and we are still offering tours to any families who would like to see our wonderful
facilities. If you know of someone who is considering sending their children to McAuley, especially
in Kinder 2022, please let them know enrolment applications are now available both online and at
the Office. Tours of the school and further enrolment information is available on our school
number, 6361 3344.

NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and Year 5: Next week and the following week our students in Year
3 and Year 5 will sit for the annual NAPLAN testing. Most of this will be done online this year. The
recent trials we completed went well and we were able to work out the few glitches we had. All
Year 5 testing (Reading, Mathematics, Language Conventions and Writing) will be done online,
while the Year 3 students will have all but the Writing online. There is an information brochure for
parents available, which has further explanation of this process. This can be accessed at
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-b
rochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_c
ampaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018

Athletics’ Carnival – Take 4! Today we tried to finish the events from our Athletics’ Carnival.
Even though we got most of them done there are still a few outstanding. I’d really like to thank
parents, students and Staff for their flexibility and patience during this time. A huge ‘thank you’
also to Mrs Jennene Carpenter and Miss Emilee Campbell for all their work behind the scenes
which enabled us to complete the events. The Staff and students of James Sheahan must also be
thanked for their wonderful support as well. This year our Athletics’ carnival proved more than a
challenge, and took away from the atmosphere we usually enjoy on such occasions. Since Covid
hit us two years ago, many of these opportunities have been lost and as a school who enjoys
family and community interaction, we have felt this loss significantly. I look forward to having our
celebration days restored as soon as possible and joining once again with our community.

Mothers’ Day Celebrations: Tomorrow, Thursday 5th May, we will be celebrating Mothers’ Day!
We would love Mums and other family members to join us for a Picnic Lunch at 1.30pm. Come
along, bring your lunch and sit with your children during lunchtime in honour of the special bond
we have with our Mothers. We will also be having a Liturgy for the children just prior to lunch,
however, like so many other wonderful celebrations, this one has also been affected by Covid and
we are unable to have large groups of adults in the Hall due to ventilation and spacing issues.
Therefore, the children will celebrate the Liturgy and hopefully Mums and other family members
can join us afterwards for a picnic lunch.

McAuley News
Diocesan Cross Country: Yesterday Mrs Rowena Livingstone accompanied students from our
school who travelled to Coolah for the Dio Cross Country. Thank you to all the parents who took
their children up to Coolah for this event. We are very proud of our students’ efforts and
sportsmanship during this event. Congratulations to all the competitors and more information will
follow in next week’s newsletter.

Covid Regulations: As we begin the Term, a number of Covid restrictions have changed. The
ones that affect our school are the removal of cohort restrictions and the ability of a household
member to attend school if there is a positive household case. When a member of the household
has Covid, any close contact attending school must notify the school under this provision, remain
symptom free and complete a RAT test each morning before attending school for a period of 5
school days. At this stage we are still unable to invite parents to join us for activities on school
grounds. We will keep you up to date with any changes when they come through.
I’d like to wish all Mothers, and those who are like Mothers, a very happy and blessed
Mothers’ day this Sunday.

God Bless,

Robyn Petty

McAuley News
Child Safe Standards: We all have an obligation to keep our children safe. At
McAuley we are looking at how we can follow the new Child Safe Standards introduced
as a response to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse. These Child Safe Standards provide a framework for making organisations such
as McAuley safer for children. There are 10 Standards altogether, and each week in the
newsletter I will put information about one of the Standards. If you would like to
look at the entire Guide to the Child Safe Standards, this can be found using the
following link to the NSW Government Office of the Children’s Guardian:

https://www.ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/training-and-resources/chi
ld-safe-standards
This week we will focus on Standard No. 1

Standard 1: Child safety is embedded in organisational
leadership, governance and culture
A child safe organisation is committed to child safety. This is
demonstrated in its leadership, in the way the organisation is managed and
by the day-to-day activities it carries out. A child safe organisational
culture drives the way things are done and how issues and risks are
managed.
At McAuley, we aim to show good leadership by creating and maintaining a culture
where children’s rights and safety are prioritised. We ensure all staff and parents know
and understand that we believe keeping children safe is the responsibility of everyone
in our School Community. This is why we often address safety issues in our Newsletter,
at Assemblies and through our social media. We liaise with our Centacare Counsellor
to support students who need emotional support, and through our Safeguarding Office
at the CEBD to offer students and families with greater needs, the opportunities to
gain good counsel and make plans to support them. The school rules; “Be Respectful,
Be Responsible and Be Safe”, highlight the importance we place on keeping children
safe. In all we do at McAuley, we put the needs of our students first, especially their
safety.

From the Religious Education Coordinator

HE IS RISEN!
Third Sunday of the Easter Season - Gospel reading
Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish

John 21:1-14
1 At that time, Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He
revealed himself in this way.
2 Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee,
Zebedee’s sons, and two others of his disciples.
3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going ﬁshing.” They said to him, “We also will come
with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4 When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore; but the disciples did not
realize that it was Jesus.
5 Jesus said to them, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?” They answered him,
“No.”
6 So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will ﬁnd
something.” So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in because of the number of ﬁsh.
7 So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When Simon Peter heard
that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the
sea.
8 The other disciples came in the boat, for they were not far from shore, only about a
hundred yards, dragging the net with the ﬁsh.
9 When they climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal ﬁre with ﬁsh on it and bread.
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the ﬁsh you just caught.”
11 So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred ﬁfty-three
large ﬁsh. Even though there were so many, the net was not torn.
12 Jesus said to them, “Come, have breakfast.” And none of the disciples dared to ask him,
“Who are you?” because they realized it was the Lord.
13 Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the ﬁsh.
14 This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from
the dead.

Gospel Reﬂection

(from Catholic Readings.org)

First of all, it’s important to note that the Apostles had ﬁshed all night long with no
success. They were most likely disappointed at their lack of ﬁsh and were not all that ready
to ﬁsh some more. But Jesus directs Simon to do so and he does it. The result is that they
caught more ﬁsh than they thought they could handle.
But the one piece of symbolic meaning we should not miss is that Jesus tells Simon to put
out into the “deep” water. What does that mean?
This passage is not only about the physical miracle of catching ﬁsh; rather, it’s much more
about the mission of evangelizing souls and accomplishing the mission of God. And the
symbolism of putting out into the deep water tells us that we must be all in and fully
committed if we are to evangelize and spread the Word of God as we are called to do.
When we listen to God and act on His word, committing ourselves to His will in a radical
and deep way, He will produce an abundant catch of souls. This “catch” will come in an
unexpected way at an unexpected time and will clearly be the work of God.
But think about what would have happened if Simon would have laughed and told Jesus,
“Sorry, Lord, I’m done ﬁshing for the day. Maybe tomorrow.” If Simon would have acted
this way he would never have been blessed with this abundant catch. The same is true with
us. If we fail to listen to the voice of God in our lives we will not be used in the way He
desires to use us.
Reﬂect, today, upon your willingness to act upon the voice of the Saviour. Are you willing
to say “Yes” to Him in all things? Are you willing to radically follow the direction He
gives? If so, you also will be amazed at what He does in your life.

Mother’s Day Liturgy and School Celebration

The students of Catherine McAuley will gather to pray for their mothers and those who are
like mothers to them on Thursday, 5th May in Kenna Hall. Unfortunately due to Covid
regulations and social distancing inside Kenna Hall we are only able to have students and
staﬀ attend the liturgy. We are so excited that our Mothers and those like mothers to us
will be able to join the students for lunch together this Thursday at lunch time, which is
1.30 - 2.10 pm.
A note with details about Mother’s day has been sent home via Compass.

Term 2 Week 2 Parish Mass

This week the Year 4 students will attend the Parish Mass at 9.30 am at St Joseph’s Church.
It has been pleasing to see that the students have been very reverent whilst attending Mass.

Prayers for Naplan testing time Week 3

Please keep in your prayers the Year 3 and Year 5 students who are participating in the
Naplan tests next week at Catherine McAuley. We know that they will try their very best
and that is all we ask of them.

Rise Youth Festival Thursday 24th & Friday 15th July 2022
Registrations for RISE 2022 have opened. It is a festival, held at St Philomena’s school in
Bathurst and is run by the Catholic Diocese of Bathurst for students who are in Grades 6 9.
It is a festival that is full of fun, friendship, small group challenges, workshops, games,
music and lots of opportunities to encounter Jesus. See below a poster with information
regarding the festival. There is a cost involved and contact details are included in the
information below.
The Year 6 teachers will also be sharing information about this exciting opportunity with
the Year 6 students.
Blessings always,
Anne Mulligan
Religious Education Coordinator

This week our students will commence our Peer Support Program with
Session 1 Feeling safe - Being me! For the next 8 weeks they will be involved
in groups of approximately 8-10 students to work with two student Peer
Leaders and supervising teacher on Stronger Together - a module that aims to
support positive relationships amongst students. Starting this week, we will talk
to students about their strengths and their resilience. We will discuss positive
relationships or friendships and what to do if they experience harmful and
hurtful behaviours. Our Peer Leaders have been trained and have planned
their session using the materials we have from Peer Support Australia that are
specially designed for student led sessions. Our Supervising Teachers will
prepare students, supervise sessions and check understanding at the end of
the session.
Our session this week includes activities for the members of the group to get
to know each other by using a range of social skill interactions that promote
diversity and engagement in a sensitive yet productive manner. It also
establishes a safe learning environment where the peer group feel able to join
in, share and contribute to developing a sense of belonging, to better protect
themselves from the effects of bullying. Find your safe place.
Peer Support Australia provides reading and resources specifically for parents.
Visit www.peersupport.edu.au and use the parent tab

Sports News
Last Friday we had a number of students
travel to Bathurst for Polding Trials.
A big congratulations must go to
Lachlan Dunkley and Billy Dean
for being selected in the Polding U11 rugby league
team which will compete in the
PSSA Championships in Parkes from
the 7th - 9th of June.

Year 6 Canberra Trip - Parliament and Civics Education Rebate
(PACER)
Students from our school will soon be undertaking an education tour of the
national capital. Students will be given the opportunity to participate in a
variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia's history, culture,
heritage and democracy.
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young
Australians being able to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and
Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion
the Australian Government is contributing funding under the Parliament and
Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid
directly to the school upon completion of the excursion.

Dates for your Diary
Term 2
Tuesday 26th April - 2023 Kindergarten Enrolments Open
Thursday 5th May - Mother’s Day Celebrations - Picnic Lunch
Friday 6th May - Year 3 Dubbo Zoo Excursion
Friday 6th May - Year 5 Bathurst Goldﬁelds Excursion
Monday 9th May to Friday 20th May - NAPLAN
Wednesday 18th May - School Photos
Friday 20th May - 2023 Kinder Enrolments Close
Wednesday 25th May - Primary Spelling Bee
Monday 6th June - Musica Viva
Friday 10th June - Pupil Free Day
Monday 13th June - The Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Thursday 16th & Friday 17th June - Year 6 Canberra Excursion
Thursday 23rd June - Year 6 Retreat
Friday 1st July - Last Day of Term 2
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Robbie Nelson

Billy Fleming

Amelia Maley

Cleo Portass

Edward Burke

Abbey Bailey

Jackson Maguire

Elsie Maric-Grinter

Arashi Nugroho

Jonty Rodwell

Phoebe Robertson

Jack Nugent

Austin Bayada

Anabelle Hamilton

Zac Delaney

Isla Taylor

Loti Brodrick

Haixin Wu

Mia Brayshaw

Poppy Davidson

Isla Marsh

Elijah Evans

Sophie West

Simon Taburnal

Wyatt Cornthwaite

Amelia Eatell

Matthew Holden

Nicolas Echeverri

Heidi Elmes

Logan Omrod

Harriet Bailey

Carter Priest

Harrison Mosch

Thomas Cardiff

Rose Dellow

Sienna Palmer

Salome Gama

Ena Robinson

Sam Cox

Marco Scuito

Lillian Fuller-Davis

Cooper Garnaut

Evie Bermingham

Josephine Cardiff

Mia Crombie

William Fardell

Rosie Hamilton

Molly Spicer

Coco Rowland

Jessica Adamson

Emilie Turner

Lachlan Gander

Harry Grinter

Cooper Eatell

Alex Fraser

Abel Tom

Zander Hainsworth

