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We may address God as we 
would a dear friend to whom 

we owed a great deal.

Catherine McAuley

 

Catholic education has released a federal election report card assessing 
the responses from the major political parties on education priorities. 

The report card assess the Coalition, Labor and Green’s responses to 
the priorities of:

● Genuine school choice through fair funding and ensuring 
affordable contributions from families

● Enabling faith-based education through religious protections
● Improving capital funding
● Support for delivering national priorities such as quality teaching, 

early childhood education, mental health and wellbeing 
programs and Closing the gap initiatives for Aboriginal and 
Torres Islander students

National Catholic Education executive director Jacinta Collins said the 
report card shows the Liberal National Coalition and Labor are on par in 
addressing Catholic education’s priorities, particularly on school choice. 

“We are fortunate that both major parties continue to support genuine 
school choice in Australian education and are committed to families who 
choose a Catholic education for their children,” Ms Collins said. 

Responses sought from key independent candidates are also being 
evaluated.

The full report card and major party responses is available via 
www.ncec.catholic.edu.au/federal-election-2022

Authorised by J Collins, National Catholic Education Commission, Level 3, 
156 Gloucester Street, Sydney.

Catholic education election report card on major parties

https://www.ncec.catholic.edu.au/federal-election-2022
https://www.ncec.catholic.edu.au/federal-election-2022


Our focus this week is:

This week we are looking at how we can keep ourselves safe in our school, 

our community, and our homes. Strangers are people we do not know.  

Some strangers are lovely people, while others can make you feel unsafe.  

Regardless of who the person is, if a stranger approaches, it is important 

that children do not interact with them but rather move away and let an 

adult know there is a stranger in the vicinity.  This will keep everyone safe.

We Keep Ourselves Safe - Stranger Danger 

Important points for students

● When you are out and about, it is important 

to always put your safety first.

● Take care of yourself and your friends and try 

to be alert to the things happening around 

you.

●  Have the confidence to know when 

something is not right and be strong enough 

to seek help when needed.

●  Be a buddy to your friends and help them to 

recognise a dangerous situation.

● Whether you are out and about, at home, or 

at school, you may come in contact with a 

stranger. Be aware and always put your safety 

first.



McAuley News 

 

streamline this process.  Thank you for your patience and understanding as we iron out these little 

issues.  Congratulations to all our Kinder children and teachers for a beautiful Liturgy which they 

hosted in the Hall prior to Lunch.  We look forward to being able to have families join us for all 

activities once our Covid restrictions have finished.  I hope all Mothers and Mother figures had a 

lovely day last Sunday.

NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and Year 5: This week our Year 3 and 5 students began to sit the 

NAPLAN exams.  These will continue this week and students who have been away will be able to 

make these up next week.  Thank you to Mrs Shannon Cain for co-ordinating our NAPLAN this 

year.  It is a huge job and we are very grateful to Shannon for stepping into this role, along with all 

the Year 3 and 5 teachers.  This year these tests are online and we have spent time making sure 

our internet capacity is suitable for all students to sit the exams at once.  There is an information 

brochure for parents available, which has further explanation of this process.  This can be 

accessed at 

https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-informati

on-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Ema

il&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018

Covid Funding: We are delighted that the Federal Government has again given schools money to 

support the recovery of learning which has been affected by Covid.  We are continuing to 

implement a number of literacy and numeracy programs which support our students who have 

shown the need for intervention programs.

NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and Year 5:  Next week and the following week our students in Year 

3 and Year 5 will sit for the annual NAPLAN testing.  Most of this will be done online this year.  The 

recent trials we completed went well and we were able to work out the few glitches we had.  All 

Year 5 testing (Reading, Mathematics, Language Conventions and Writing) will be done online, 

while the Year 3 students will have all but the Writing online. There is an information brochure for 

parents available, which has further explanation of this process.  This can be accessed at 

https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-b
rochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_c
ampaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018

Athletics’ Carnival – Take 4! Today we tried to finish the events from our Athletics’ Carnival.  

Even though we got most of them done there are still a few outstanding.  I’d really like to thank 

parents, students and Staff for their flexibility and patience during this time. A huge ‘thank you’ 

also to Mrs Jennene Carpenter and Miss Emilee Campbell for all their work behind the scenes 

which enabled us to complete the events.  The Staff and students of James Sheahan must also be 

thanked for their wonderful support as well.  This year our Athletics’ carnival proved more than a 

challenge, and took away from the atmosphere we usually enjoy on such occasions.  Since Covid 

hit us two years ago, many of these opportunities have been lost and as a school who enjoys 

family and community interaction, we have felt this loss significantly.  I look forward to having our 

celebration days restored as soon as possible and joining once again with our community.

Mothers’ Day Celebrations:  Tomorrow, Thursday 5th May, we will be celebrating Mothers’ Day!  

We would love Mums and other family members to join us for a Picnic Lunch at 1.30pm.  Come 

along, bring your lunch and sit with your children during lunchtime in honour of the special bond 

we have with our Mothers.  We will also be having a Liturgy for the children just prior to lunch, 

however, like so many other wonderful celebrations, this one has also been affected by Covid and 

we are unable to have large groups of adults in the Hall due to ventilation and spacing issues.  

Therefore, the children will celebrate the Liturgy and hopefully Mums and other family members 

can join us afterwards for a picnic lunch.

Kindergarten Enrolments for 2023: I am currently 

interviewing our perspective Kinder children for 2023, and 

thoroughly enjoying these interviews!  Our applications for 

Kinder enrolments for 2023 are still available and families can 

still book tours if they haven’t had a chance to see our 

wonderful facilities. If you know of someone who is 

considering sending their children to McAuley, especially in 

Kinder 2023, please let them know enrolment applications are 

now available both online and at the Office.  Tours of the 

school and further enrolment information is available on our 

school number, 6361 3344.
Mothers’ Day Celebrations: It was absolutely wonderful to 

see everyone who came along to share a picnic lunch last 

Thursday as we celebrated Mothers’ Day. Thank you for taking 

the time to come together as a school community and be with 

your children for lunch.  The children were so excited to have 

their family join them, and we were delighted as a school to 

be able to open our gates to families again.  We still have to 

refine our strategies for leaving the grounds, especially if you 

are taking your children with you, but we will put some 

thought into this and come up with a plan that will 

https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4&utm_source=TractionNext&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=NAPLAN+Online+News+8+March+2018


McAuley News 

 

Child Safe Standards:  Last week I spoke about the Child Safe Standards that are in place 

to support the safety of our children.  Each week we will put information into the 

Newsletter on one or more of the Standards, so as parents, you are aware of how we go 

about protecting your children.  If you would like more information on these Standards, 

please visit  the NSW Government Office of the Children’s Guardian:  

https://www.ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/training-and-resources/child-safe-sta

ndards   

 This week we will focus on Standard No. 2

 Standard 2: Children participate in decisions affecting them and are 
taken seriously

Children are safer when organisations teach them about their rights to be 
heard, listened to and believed. A child safe organisation actively seeks the 
opinions of children and when doing so considers their age, development, 
maturity, understanding, abilities and how they communicate. Children are 
encouraged and supported to regularly contribute to decisions that affect them.

At McAuley, we value the student voice.  Through our School Councillors, Year 6 Prefects, 

Mini Vinnies and other organisations, we aim to hear the thoughts of our students and look 

at how they can make a valuable contribution to our school. But it is not only the 

opportunities to offer opinion that matter, it is also how student’s ideas and concerns are 

dealt with by the school that reflects the value given to their voice.  At McAuley we take 

seriously concerns and contributions made by our students.  Issues are followed up and 

students are encouraged to contribute to the safe and happy environment of the school.  

Like any family, each member has a right to contribute to the whole family. We are always 

happy to listen to the thoughts and ideas of all our school community as we discern the best 

way forward for all at McAuley.

 

Wishing you all a great week!

Robyn Petty

https://www.ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/training-and-resources/child-safe-standards
https://www.ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/training-and-resources/child-safe-standards
https://www.ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/training-and-resources/child-safe-standards


From the Religious Education Coordinator 

Bible Verse of the Day – Monday of the Fourth Week of Easter, Fourth Sunday of Easter

The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out.  When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him, because they recognize his voice.  John 10:1-30

Gospel Reflection
What are you most familiar with in life? What voice or voices echo in your mind most of the time? There are 
many influences we receive on a regular basis. Some are good and some are not so good. Often times we can 
talk ourselves into believing that the many “voices” or influences that we encounter on a daily basis do not 
affect us.

We are pressured by the voice of the media, pop culture, love of money, a desire for recognition and so much 
more. These are powerful influences and, whether we want to believe it or not, they do affect us.

The Gospel above gives us insight into this internal struggle in that it contrasts the voice of the Shepherd with 
the voice of a stranger. The sheep are easily taught and conditioned.

They learn the voice of their shepherd because it was common practice for shepherds to regularly speak to their 
sheep. Once the sheep became used to the shepherd’s voice, they would turn and follow him when he called.

So it is with us. We will follow the voice of that which we are most familiar. Whatever it is that we immerse 
ourselves in each and every day will grow on us and draw us, even unknowingly, to follow.

This begs the question, “What are you most familiar with?” Ideally, we spend sufficient time in God’s Word, 
learning His language, tone and voice. Ideally, we dedicate some portion of our day, every day, to silent 
contemplation of God. As we do this, we build a habit of hearing Him speak and we become comfortable with 
and comforted by His voice.

Once this habit is established in us, it will be much easier to go about our busy day hearing God whenever He 
chooses to speak. We will immediately recognize it is Him and we will follow.

Reflect, today, upon that which calls to you the loudest. Don’t let the many other voices in our world drown out 
God’s voice. Instead, prepare yourself for the moments He chooses to speak. And when He does speak, let that 
voice grab your attention so that you can follow.

Prayer:    Lord, help me to know and love Your gentle voice throughout my daily life. May that voice overwhelm 
all others that compete for my attention. I choose You, dear Lord, as my one Shepherd and guide. Jesus, I trust 
in You.   Amen.



Events

Naplan         
Please continue to keep in your prayers the Year 3 & Year 5 students as they participate in 
the Naplan testing for English and Mathematics.

Priest Visit 
We look forward to the Priest visit on Thursday 12th May. They will visit Year 4 at 11.30 
am and 12.30pm for Year 5.

Parish Mass
Year 6  will attend Parish Mass this week  on Thursday 12th May at 9.30 am.

Mother’s Day Liturgy
Last Thursday 5th May the students gathered in Kenna hall for a whole school Mother’s 
Day Liturgy. It was a beautiful and prayerful celebration where students and staff 
celebrated the wonderful gift of the Mothers in their lives.

Kindergarten were such engaging and enthusiastic presenters of the liturgy and we thank 
the Kindergarten teachers for their wonderful efforts in preparing such a beautiful liturgy. 

We hope that all mothers, and those who are like mothers to our students, had a 
wonderful Mother’s day on Sunday.

We live in hope that next year, parents and grandparents will be able to join us again in 
person, to celebrate our school Mother’s day liturgy.

Blessings always,

Anne Mulligan

Religious Education Coordinator



Session 2 - Strong me! 
Our session this week for students involved in Stronger Together - our Peer 

Support module, encourages students to identify their personal strengths as a 
key protective factor to address bullying and looks at ways of utilising these 

positive attributes to support themselves and others to build resilience. Parents 
of participating students might like to ask what they said or thought their 

strengths might be and suggest some more

Year 6 Canberra Trip - Parliament and Civics Education Rebate (PACER)

Students from our school will soon be undertaking an education tour of the national 
capital. Students will be given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational 
programs with a focus on Australia's history, culture, heritage and democracy.

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able 
to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist 
families in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing 
funding under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards those costs. 
The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion.



Year 3’s Excursion to Dubbo Zoo

On Friday, 6th of May 2022, Year 3 visited Dubbo Zoo, as part 
of our HSIE and Science units. We were guided around the zoo 

by two terrific guides and saw some amazing animals. 
Students learnt about rhinoceroses, hippopotamuses, 

giraffes, lions, zebras, meerkats and many other interesting 
animals. Students were also able to interact with some 

Australian wildlife.



Year 3 had a fantastic day enjoying the sunshine and being 
surrounded by nature. Thank you to the Year 3 team for 

organising an excellent excursion.



Cross Country 
On Tuesday 3rd May our Cross Country Team went to Coolah and had a 

great time competing for Catherine McAuley.  Thank you to Mrs 
Livingstone for travelling to Coolah as Team manager. Congratulations to the 
following students who were successful in gaining selection in the Dio Cross 

Country Team.

Harriet Bailey
Lincoln Hainsworth

Harry Grinter



Catherine McAuley School Photos

On Wednesday 18th May, MSP Photographers will be here 
for our school photos.  Please ensure you return your 

order forms by Tuesday 17th May.  

You are more than welcome to pick up a ‘family photo’ 
envelope if you have more than one child at Catherine 

McAuley and would like a joint photo.

School Fees Statements - Term 2

The School Fees Statement for Term 2 went out to families recently via email.
If you did not receive this, could you please first check your Spam/Junk Mail 

and if it isn't there, please give me a call on 6361 3344 to arrange a copy.

For families with a payment plan in place, please keep these statements for 
your records - you do not need to do anything more.

If you do not have a payment plan in place and the term 1 installment is 
showing on your statement, this amount is now overdue and must be paid 

within 7 days.

Term 2 fees will be due and payable by May 20, 2022.
If you would like to set up a payment plan or have any questions or concerns 

about your fees account, please give me a call as soon as possible.

Annalisa Covelli
Fees / Finance



Dates for your Diary

Term 2

Monday 9th May to Friday 20th May - NAPLAN 

Wednesday 18th May - School Photos

Friday 20th May - 2023 Kinder Enrolments Close

Wednesday 25th May - Primary Spelling Bee

Monday 6th June - Musica Viva

Friday 10th June - Pupil Free Day 

Monday 13th June - The Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Thursday 16th & Friday 17th June - Year 6 Canberra Excursion

Thursday 23rd June - Year 6 Retreat

Friday 1st July - Last Day of Term 2



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 2 Term 2

Charlotte Connor Patience Hannan Violet Beldham

Lottie Baird Charlie Johnson Lulu Eades

Lucy Maric-Grinter Charlotte O'Gradey Hudson Maley

Alex Thomas Madison Teideman Kendric Tomas

Frankie Agresta Ted Murphy Ivy Tweeddale

Tom Dowling Ruby Lewis Gilbert Roth

Matilda Lewis Jasmine Smith Sophia Fogarty

Archie Eades Mason Dukes Pollyanna Bailey

Jared Murnane Lenya Miller Oscar Johnson

Sam Halpin Mila Davis Sophie McAlister

Finn Rogers Hunter Dillon Cleo Sampson

Eamonn Danda Ashton Degabriel Benjamin Delaney

Billy Dean Grace Kimber Lola Short

Ruby Kingham Martha Qaqos Maggie McRae

Eden Lyons Ellie Munday Aimee Neich

Maddie Spicer Toby Dickinson Azalyah Rolton






