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As the term progresses very quickly we are getting very
close to the time for student reports and parent teacher
interviews. This will be a chance for parents to ﬁnd out
how their child is progressing and also to be given a
window into the machinations of the class and how they
can assist the child's learning progress. I would say that
something that all parents (and teachers) can do to
assist their child is to always be "talking up" the value of
learning and being at school and how important
education and what a good school McAuley is.
Children learn their language and habits from their
strongest role models (the basis of most advertising!)
and there are no stronger models for them than their
parents. It would be good also for parents to share with
children any of their own positive school experiences
and some traits of their favourite teacher (who may still
be residing at 90 Hill St Orange!).
Michael Croke
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Our focus this week is:

We look after our Environment Responsibly
This week we are revising our focus on looking after our environment. We
need to be more mindful of how we can reduce our rubbish and how we
can recycle the rubbish we do create. Extra packaging in our lunch-boxes
contributes both to landfill as well as a mess in our eating areas. We can
minimise our waste by having ‘nude food’ days and recycling all packaging
possible. We also need to put our waste in the correct bins, and keep our
‘return and earn’ items separate.

Important points for Students:
●
●
●

●

●

Recycle all rubbish that can be recycled
- check the labels!!
Keep lunch and play areas clean by
placing rubbish in the correct bins
Keep ‘return and earn’ items separate
and put them in the appropriate
containers - we get money for these!!
Pick up lunch boxes and drink bottles
and take home so they can be used
again.
Show initiative, if you see rubbish in the
playground, pick it up yourself don’t wait
for someone else to do it

McAuley News
Kindergarten Enrolments for 2022 Close This Friday, 20th May!! Please make sure all
enrolments are in to the School Office this week: As our Kinder Enrolments opened at the
beginning of this term, I have spent the past four week interviewing perspective Kinder children
for 2023 and meeting with lovely new and ‘old’ families. Applications are still open for Kinder
2023, but will close this Friday. If you know of someone who is considering sending their child to
McAuley, especially in Kinder 2023, please let them know they have until the end of this week,
Friday, 20th May to have their applications in. Enrolments after this date may not be able to be
accepted if we have capacity in our classes for next year. Tours of the school and further
enrolment information is available on our school number, 02 6361 3344.

NAPLAN Testing for Year 3 and Year 5: Congratulations to our Year 3 and 5 students who
completed their NAPLAN tests over the past two weeks. This has been quite an accomplishment
for all concerned, and I thank all Year 3 and 5 for their patience and application to this testing
platform. I would also like to thank Mrs Shannon Cain who coordinated the entire school process,
a huge job! The fact that all ran so smoothly is testament to the amount of hard work she put into
the preparation. Shannon was ably assisted by Miss Emilee Campbell who supported the
technical aspect of this testing platform. This year’s testing relied almost exclusively on the
internet, therefore both ladies worked continually, juggling internet connections and dropouts, to
make sure all students had access to the online platform. I would also like to thank the rest of the
school for their cooperation during this time. They were wonderful with keeping corridors quiet
while testing took place and moving respectfully around the school. Finally, the Year 3 and 5
teachers who were at the ‘coal face’ during the testing. These ladies and gentlemen did a
wonderful job of helping the students with access to this platform and most importantly, keeping
classrooms calm and productive during testing times. Well done everyone!!

CWA Public Speaking: Next week our students will be participating in the annual CWA Regional
Public Speaking Competition. Our finalists in each grade will compete against other finalists
across the district. We wish these students the best of luck, and congratulate them on reaching
this level of achievement. Well done to Rose Dellow (Yr3), Macklin Moon (Yr4), Lola Short (Yr5)
and Emily Warburton (Yr6) and good luck next week!

Spelling Bee: We also have our Spelling Bee finalists competing in Wellington next Wednesday,
25th May. Congratulations to Sophie McAlister (Yr3), Aliza Cook (Yr4), Rosie Hamilton (Yr5),
Vaughn Bieniek (Yr6) who will be representing our school. We wish them all the very best of luck!

School Photos: School photo day is always a hectic one and today was no different! It was lovely
to see our children looking their best for photos today. If you forgot to get your photo order in,
you can still go on the website and order photos. Please contact the school for the web address.

Pupil Free Day!! Don’t forget our next Pupil Free Day on Friday 10th June! This is the Friday
before the long weekend, so enjoy a 4 day weekend!!
Wishing you all a wonderful week, Robyn Petty.

From the Religious Education Coordinator

Bible Verse of the Day – Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Gospel – John 13:31-33, 34-35
“Love one another, as I have loved you.”
31 When Judas had left them, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man gloriﬁed, and God is gloriﬁed in him.
32 If God is gloriﬁed in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and God will glorify him at once.
33A My children, I will be with you only a little while longer.
34 I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one
another.
35 This is how all will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one another.”

Gospel Reﬂection

It is essential to know the end of the story. Jesus knew the end when He spoke these words to the Apostles
at the Last Supper right after Judas left to go and betray Him. It’s important to put this situation within
the context that Jesus understood it.
From a purely human point of view, one of Jesus’ closest friends was about to betray Him for money. For
most of us this would have been devastating and the cause for anger and hurt. But because Jesus knew the
end of the story, He was able to see Judas’ betrayal as the means to His gloriﬁcation, not His defeat.
He turned His eyes toward Heaven and all that He would accomplish through His suﬀering rather than
look at the immediate pain He would soon endure.
This is a powerful lesson for us all. First, it’s essential that we look at Jesus’ gloriﬁcation through His
betrayal, suﬀering and death. But we must also strive to see the potential that our own suﬀerings have
when united to the Savior of the World.
How do you react when another sins against you? How would you have reacted to Judas betraying your
love? This is a very diﬃcult question to face in honesty and it is even harder to live the response that Jesus
lived.

The truth is that every time we are mistreated by another, we are given an opportunity to glorify God and
further the Kingdom of Heaven by forgiving, uniting our suﬀering with Christ’s, and oﬀering mercy. This
is much easier to speak about than to live.
Reﬂect, today, upon this scene of the Gospel. Gaze upon Judas leaving the Last Supper and going out into
the night to betray our Lord. But look at it in the way Jesus saw it. Look at it with the understanding that
this was the means chosen by the Father to bring salvation to the world.
Reﬂect, also, upon every opportunity that you are given to do as Jesus did. Try to be concrete and
speciﬁc and see any and every suﬀering you endure as a glorious opportunity to dispense the mercy of
God. Though this may be diﬃcult at ﬁrst, it is this act of love that will give great glory to the Father in
Heaven!
Prayer: My dear Lord, You were betrayed by the kiss of one of Your closest friends. But in Your perfect
wisdom, You saw this betrayal as the perfect opportunity to glorify the Father through Your mercy and
forgiveness. Lord, I also have betrayed You countless times. For that reason I am sorry. But I thank You for
loving me and forgiving me with Your Heart of perfect mercy. Help me to receive that mercy and to oﬀer it
to others who have sinned against me. Jesus, I trust in You. Amen.

Naplan

Events

Thank you for keeping in your prayers the Year 3 & Year 5 students as they participated in
the Naplan testing for English and Mathematics last week. We wish them the very best of
luck with their results and are very proud of their work ethic and the calm way in which
they completed these National tests. It was wonderful to see these students keep a healthy
perspective in regards to the big picture of their learning and not allow their nerves to
take control. They were a credit to our school.

Priest Visit

Thursday 26th May
Fr Greg will meet with the Year 6 students on Thursday morning, in the Year 6 rooms, to
discuss and answer any questions relating to the Sacrament of Conﬁrmation. The Year 6
students will no doubt beneﬁt greatly from this information session.
Friday 27th May
We look forward to Fr Greg and Fr Karl visiting our school on Friday 27th May. They will
meet with the students and teachers from Grades 3 - 6 to answer any questions they may
have. For example, this may include questions about the current Religious education
units, sacraments or prayer ideas for their classroom. Our school is very fortunate to have
Parish priests that show real interest and enthusiasm for our students’ learning.

Parish Mass

Year 5 will attend Parish Mass this week on Thursday 19th May at 9:30am.

Reconciliation

Year 6B will attend Reconciliation in St Joseph’s Church at 10 am.
Have a wonderful week!
Blessings always,
Anne Mulligan
Religious Education Coordinator

Session 3 - Including others
Our session this week in Stronger Together - our Peer Support module for our
students, considers the relationships that students develop and how they can
change over time. It looks at the role they play in contributing to these
relationships and how the use of power, trust and honesty can change a
relationship. Parents of participating students might like to talk about the
different relationships that you have or their relationships with family and other
friends outside school.

Sports News

This semester we have had a number of our students be
successful in being selected for representative teams. It
is a wonderful achievement and we congratulate all
those on the success they have achieved.

School Fees Statements - Term 2
The School Fees Statement for Term 2 went out to families recently via email.
If you did not receive this, could you please ﬁrst check your Spam/Junk Mail
and if it isn't there, please give me a call on 6361 3344 to arrange a copy.
For families with a payment plan in place, please keep these statements for
your records - you do not need to do anything more.
If you do not have a payment plan in place and the term 1 installment is
showing on your statement, this amount is now overdue and must be paid
within 7 days.
Term 2 fees will be due and payable by May 20, 2022.
If you would like to set up a payment plan or have any questions or concerns
about your fees account, please give me a call as soon as possible.
Annalisa Covelli
Fees / Finance

Dates for your Diary
Term 2
Friday 20th May - 2023 Kinder Enrolments Close
Wednesday 25th May - Primary Spelling Bee
Monday 6th June - Musica Viva
Friday 10th June - Pupil Free Day
Monday 13th June - The Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Thursday 16th & Friday 17th June - Year 6 Canberra Excursion
Thursday 23rd June - Year 6 Retreat
Friday 1st July - Last Day of Term 2
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Oskar Stewart

Maddy Ralston

Nicholas Holden

Isobel Clifton

Rupert Shepherd

Anna Tydd

Rosie Temoso

Darcy Saul

Teddy Lewis

Evelyn Anil

Max Sloan

Yuxin Chen

Lewis Mullins

Richard Francis

Claire Kennedy

Jaxx Murray

Aiden Thomas

Therese Besenio

Zannahlise Lavis

Annie Fahey

Lane Tyack

Jaxon Murphy

Bella Crombie

Samuel Kung’U

Bradley Palmer

Aavnaya Parajuli

Coby Rich

Mitchell Sharp

Amelia Weston

Violet Temosa

Zara Eyles

Laura Tan

Oscar Gardner

Delilah Fichera

Isaac Mullins

Michael Rawsthorne

Angela Gormly

Lane Bloomfield

Sarah Stone

Jett Garvey

Sam O’Malley

Myla Webb

Max Bennett

Dominic Gama

Coco Portass

Frankie Downey

Benjamin Delaney

Charlotte Dial

Lacey Omrod

Hannah Cantrill

Harry Church

Shikaina Siki

Wade Townsend

Lacie Zumbo

Solomon Russell

Harry Grinter

Taylah Newman

Callum Harvey

Romey Westgeest

Vaughn Bieniek

Archie Cox

Myia Gibson

Monique Vardanega

April Gardiner

Ainsley Hogarth

Hans Pangilinan

