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We may address God as we would 
a dear friend to whom we owed a 

great deal.

Catherine McAuley

 

In recent weeks we have been able to have some pre 
COVID normality with regard to student assemblies.It is 
amazing that for Grade 2 students it is basically the first 
time since they have started school (because of COVID) 
they have been able to see what the whole school looks like 
in one place. 

The assemblies have been superbly run by 1M and 6M and 
given us an insight into what other classes have been 
doing.It is such a wonderful relief in so many ways that we 
can connect as a whole school family and hope very soon 
that we will be able to invite parents and family to indoor 
events. At the moment  800 plus bodies indoors does not 
pass COVID restrictions.

Michael Croke



Our focus this week is:

This week our focus is on Road Safety, and keeping ourselves safe on and 

near roads.  When crossing roads or near traffic, we need to be very aware 

of traffic and how to keep ourselves safe.  When crossing roads, we must 

always look left, look right, listen, then look left again before stepping onto 

a crossing. If we are not able to use a crossing, it is even more important 

that we are aware of where the traffic is and how to avoid putting ourselves 

in danger.  Drivers can’t always see pedestrians, so wearing clothing that is 

reflective is always helpful, especially at night.  We always need to be aware 

of how we can keep ourselves safe on and near roads.

Road Safety 

Important points for Students:

1. Use pedestrian crossing when crossing over 

the road

2.  Always look left, right, listen and left again 

before stepping onto the road.

3.  If using traffic lights, wait until the green 

“Walk” sign is on before crossing the road.

4.  If riding a bike on the road, wear a helmet, use 

the left side and wear bright reflective clothing 

so you can be seen.

5. Don’t ever chase balls or run out onto the 

road.  Wait until it is safe.



McAuley News 

 

Kindergarten Enrolments 2023:  Enrolments are officially closed for 2023, so if you have 

outstanding Enrolments, please return to the School Office.  I am thoroughly enjoying my 

time interviewing children who are perspective Kinder enrolments for 2023. It has been lovely 

meeting their families and introducing new families to the McAuley family.  Please make sure all 

enrolment applications are returned as soon as possible so we are able to proceed with the 

enrolment process.  If you know of families looking for a school for their children, please 

encourage them to consider McAuley.  We still have tour opportunities available. Further 

information is available on our school number, 6361 3344.

Representative Sport:   We are so excited and proud of our students who have recently 

represented McAuley at the PSSA Touch Football titles held last week. Congratulations to Billy 

Dean, Judd Zinga, Belvia Bryant and April Gardiner.  All students can be very proud of their 

achievements, reaching this level of competition and performing well in their games.  April has 

also been selected to be part of the NSW PSSA team that will compete in the Australian Titles in 

Term 4 this year.  Congratulations to all students and we wish April the very best of luck for later 

this year!

Sausage Sizzle:   Tomorrow our students will have the chance to have a Sausage for lunch as we 

hold our Sausage Sizzle!  Please send in money with students if they would like to purchase a 

sausage for lunch.  Cost is $2 per sausage in bread.

CWA Public Speaking: This week our students are competing in the CWA Public Speaking 

Competition.  We wish our finalists Rose Dellow (Yr3), Macklin Moon (Yr4), Lola Short (Yr5) and 

Emily Warburton (Yr6) well! 

 Spelling Bee: We also wish our Spelling Bee finalists the best of luck as they compete in 

Wellington today.  Congratulations to our representatives Sophie McAlister (Yr3), Aliza Cook (Yr4), 

Rosie Hamilton (Yr5), Vaughn Bieniek (Yr6) who will be representing our school.  

Pupil Free Day!! Don’t forget our next Pupil Free Day on Friday 10th June! This is the Friday 

before the long weekend, so enjoy a 4 day weekend!! 

Wishing you all a wonderful week,  

Robyn Petty.



From the Religious Education Coordinator 

Gospel reading - Sixth Sunday of Easter

Gospel – John 14:23-29
23 Jesus said to his disciples: “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our dwelling with him.

24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words, yet the word you hear is not mine but that of the 
Father who sent me.

25 “I have told you this while I am with you.

26 The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and 
remind you of all that I told you.

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled or afraid.

28 You heard me tell you, ‘I am going away and I will come back to you.’ If you loved me, you would 
rejoice that I am going to the Father; for the Father is greater than I.

29 And now I have told you this before it happens, so that when it happens you may believe.”

Gospel Reflection
What a wonderful reminder that we all need to hear on a regular basis. “Do not let your heart be troubled.” 
And “Do not let your heart be afraid.” How often do you follow that advice?

Interestingly, it’s actually more than advice. It’s a command of love from our Lord. He wants to be clear 
and wants us to know that a fearful and troubled heart is not of Him.

To be troubled and fearful is a great burden and weighs us down. Jesus desperately wants us to be free of 
these burdens. He wants us to be free so that we can experience the joy of life.

So what is it that burdens you in life the most? Is there something in your life that you obsess about, are 
angry about, can’t let go of or that tends to dominate your life? Or perhaps your burden is more subtle.

Perhaps there is nothing that overwhelms you but, instead, is a constant burden in a small way, always 
there in the background. These burdens can be quite difficult when they last from year to year.



The first step to freedom is to see the burden for what it is. Identify it and seek to identify the underlying 
cause. If the cause of your burden is your own sin, repent of it and seek Confession. This is the best way to 
experience immediate freedom.

If, however, your burden is the result of another’s actions or some situation in life that is out of your 
control, then you are in a unique position to surrender to our Lord, giving Him complete control of this 
situation. Freedom is found in total surrender, trust and abandonment to His will.

Spend some time today reflecting upon that which burdens you the most in life. What is it that weighs 
heavily upon you? It is this, more than anything else, that Jesus wants to enter into and lift for you. He 
wants you free so that you can experience the joy that He has to offer you in life.

Prayer:
Lord, I want to be free. I want to experience the joy You have in store for me. When the burdens of life 
weigh me down, help me to turn to You in my need. Jesus, I trust in You. 
Amen.

Events

Priest Visit 
Thursday 26th May Week 5
Fr Greg will meet with the Year 6 students on Thursday morning, in the Year 6 rooms, to 
discuss and answer any questions relating to the Sacrament of Confirmation. The Year 6 
students will no doubt benefit greatly from this information session about the Sacrament 
of Confirmation.

Friday 3rd June Week 6
The date has been changed for this visit. We now look forward to Fr Greg and Fr Karl 
visiting our school on Friday 3rd June, Week 6. They will meet with the students and 
teachers from Grades 3 - 6 to answer any questions they may have.  This may include 
questions about the current Religious education units, sacraments or prayer ideas for their 
classroom. Our school is very fortunate to have Parish priests that show real interest and 
enthusiasm for our students’ learning.

Parish Mass
Kindergarten will attend Parish Mass this week on Thursday 26th May at 9.30 am.

Reconciliation
Year 6B will attend Reconciliation in St Joseph’s Church at 10 am.

Have a wonderful week!

Blessings always,
Anne Mulligan

Religious Education Coordinator



Session 4 - Make the Change 
Our session this week in Stronger Together - our Peer Support module 
encourages students to identify any behaviours or actions they feel are 
unhealthy in self and others. Skill building in identifying behaviours, 

inclusive practice and developing empathy assist students to transition into 
making positive decisions to change. This might be an opportunity for 

parents of participating students to remind your child about when they have 
handled change well and their skills they could use.



Sports News

A great tournament for April Gardiner, Belvia Bryant, 
Judd Zinga and Billy Dean who represented McAuley by 
playing in the Polding teams at the PSSA touch football 

carnival.

The boys Polding team played really well finishing 8th 
overall and the Girls Polding team were the grand final 
winners defeating the other Catholic team MacKillop 

2-0.

April also got selected on the NSW PSSA team and will 
compete at the National Championships in Term 4.



Dates for your Diary

Term 2

Wednesday 25th May - Primary Spelling Bee

Monday 6th June - Musica Viva

Friday 10th June - Pupil Free Day 

Monday 13th June - The Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Thursday 16th & Friday 17th June - Year 6 Canberra Excursion

Thursday 23rd June - Year 6 Retreat

Friday 1st July - Last Day of Term 2

Pupil Free Day 
Friday 

10th June



Year 6 Canberra Trip - Parliament and Civics Education Rebate (PACER)

Students from our school will soon be undertaking an education tour of the national 
capital. Students will be given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational 
programs with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able 
to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist 
families in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing 
funding of $30 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program 
towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the 
excursion.



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 4 Term 2

Faith Ralston Grace O’Neill Mackenzie Strangwidge

Chloe Shillington Mason Omrod Evie Horan 

Joshua Farrar Violet Vaughan Scarlett Ryan 

Tully Hainsworth Niamh Murphy Patrick Callaghan

Macy Eyles Axel Stewart Henry Press

Heidi Spicer Heidi Zuman Maleah Desmond

Alfie Griffiths Oscar Nunn Deacon Bevan

Shima Siki Owen Bennett Lilly Hiller

Edie Short Annabelle Groves Felix Wolf

Aruna Nugroho Alan Thomas Amali Spurr

Oliver Darling Evie Robertson Arabella Chanoff 

Tully Cox Chance Cook Meah Jithesh

Archie Haydon Sylvie Miller Layla Williams & Sam Cox

Mia Partridge Coco Portass Hunter Dukes

Poppy Grinter Jude Marriage Joshua Harris

Daisy Hannan Xanthe Gardner Owen Vowles

Henry Seale Archie Markwick Enzo Crombie

Austin Macdouall Charlie Livingstone Georgia Buss

Ruby Hannan Gus Bohringer Harper Corby

Abhi Biju Isaac Churchland Isla Callaghan


