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The adage, “never too old to learn"  
is a great comfort to me.

Catherine McAuley

 

Reports are out and we are very busy this week with Parent 
/ Teacher Interviews taking place. Congratulations to all 
students on their Reports.  I thoroughly enjoyed reading 
through many of them and gaining a greater 
understanding of how well our students are progressing.

Thank you parents and carers for making the effort to 
come and discuss your child/ren’s progress with their 
teachers.  It makes such a difference when we are able to 
join together to support and encourage students to achieve 
their best.  

If you have not booked in yet or need to change your 
interview time, please contact the school during Office 
hours on 6361 3344.

Robyn Petty



Our focus this week is:

This week we are looking at our school rule ‘We Are Responsible’. 
Being Responsible helps us to look after our environment, ourselves 
and other people. Throughout this week we will look at what “Being 
Responsible” looks like in action, sounds like and feels like. Being 
Responsible is also understanding the effect our words and our 
actions have on other people, and reflecting on these.  This week 
let’s see if we can become more aware when making choices so we 
can show Responsibility.

We follow the School Rules - We are Responsible

Important points for students:

● We can be Responsible in the classroom, on the playground, in the school 

building and in the environment. 

● When we show responsibility, we keep ourselves and others safe.

● By being Responsible, we can look after everyone at school, as well as our 

school environment.

● Being Responsible means making wise choices getting to and from school, 

especially following road rules, when we are getting on and off buses and 

when we are around cars.

We Follow the 
School Rules 

We are 
Responsible



McAuley News 

 

Kindergarten Enrolments 2023: Kinder 2023 Interviews are just about complete and letters of 

acceptance are being sent out.  While this process has taken most of the term, it has been very 

rewarding and I have enjoyed meeting all these lovely children and their parents.  I look forward 

to welcoming our new students and especially our new families, to McAuley. This year our 

Orientation program will be similar to pre-Covid, with new Kinders coming in on three Friday 

mornings in November to experience life in ‘big school’. Although enrolment applications for 

Kinder for 2023 have now officially closed, there are still vacancies for Kinder, so if you know of 

someone who is considering sending their children to McAuley next year, especially in Kinder, 

please ask them to contact the school as soon as possible before all available spaces are taken. 

Further information is available on our school number, 6361 3344.

Keeping Warm:  This very cold and often wet weather is not pleasant, and it is important that 

students stay warm while outside. Please make sure your children have the correct clothing to 

keep warm! Several children come to school not wearing jumpers or coats.  As we are 

experiencing low temperatures daily, not to mention the chill of the wind as it whips through the 

playgrounds, please make sure children have all they need to keep warm. Can you also please 

check that children’s names are clearly visible on each item of clothing. We understand that 

children often leave coats, jumpers and other items on the playground, but if their name is on the 

item, we can return it to them easily. We already have a mountain of coats, jumpers and other 

items in Lost Property without names. When an item is found, if the name is clear, we return the 

item to the child straight away.

Athletics’ Carnival:  Today we finally finished the last event of our Athletics Carnival! It has taken 

just on a Term and a number of ‘starts’ to finally get all students through their events.  This 

information will now be entered into the computer and our Houses will receive their total points.  

I look forward to announcing our Age Champions, our Winning House and our team for the 

Southern Region very soon. 

Year 6 Canberra Excursion: Last Thursday our Year 6 set off for Canberra, at a very early time, for 

their annual excursion!  They were accompanied by Mrs Cain, Mrs Mulligan, Mrs Brown, Miss Van 

Kemenade and Mrs Garnon. From all accounts, it was a brilliant excursion, and all made it safely 

back to McAuley late Friday afternoon.  Congratulations to all Year 6 on once again being 

wonderful ambassadors for McAuley!  I’m still a little confused as to who had more fun – the 

students or the Staff!!



McAuley News 
Christmas Art Workshop: We would like to thank Ms Larissa Blake for all the work she has been 

doing with our Year 5 and 6 students over the past few weeks on their Christmas Art.  These 

workshops have been a wonderful opportunity for the students to hone their craft under such an 

accomplished Artist.  We are very grateful for her time and expertise in assisting our students to 

understand and develop the concepts of the Christmas Story and interpret these in artistic forms 

that challenge both the artist and the viewer. We now look forward to seeing these beautiful 

finished products!

Cheerleaders!: Last week three of our beautiful students in Year 2 and 3 competed in Sydney in 

the “Winterfest” Cheerleading competition.  They put on a wonderful display and we are very 

proud of their efforts.  Congratulations to Lilly Hiller, Heidi Elmes and Kaleah Norton on a great 

effort! 

Wishing you all a wonderful week,  

Robyn Petty



From the Religious Education Coordinator 

Prayer 
On Friday the Church celebrates The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. This celebration holds a 
special place in our school history with one of our amalgamating schools being called 
Sacred Heart. The building which currently houses our Music and Drama department and 
OSHC is named the Sacred Heart Building after this original school. We celebrate this 
rich and wonderful part of our school heritage.

Family Prayer to the Sacred Heart
Sacred heart of Jesus, we entrust our family to you. 

Look down upon us and reveal to us the treasures of love, goodness, and grace in your heart. 
Forgive our sins and fortify our weakness, that we may serve you faithfully  as you deserve. 

These favours we ask for ourselves and for every family in our neighbourhood and homeland. 
Heart of Jesus, pierced by a soldier's lance on Calvary, 

be our refuge in life and our gateway to paradise. 
Amen.

Events

Christmas Art 
Today is our last session with Mrs Larrisa Blake. Thank you to Larissa for her expertise 
over the last 4 weeks working with our Christmas Art Team on their exhibition pieces. 
Next term there will be a school exhibition of the finished works. We can’t wait to share 
them with you.

Year 6 Religion Test
Good luck to our Year 6 students who will be completing the Diocesan Religion test on 
Friday. 



Year 6 Confirmation Retreat
On Thursday our Year 6 students will attend their Confirmation Retreat led by students 
from James Sheahan. Thank you to Mrs Mulligan for organising the Retreat as a 
culmination to the Confirmation Unit of Work. During the Retreat students will be 
engaged in prayer and reflection, thinking about the gifts of Confirmation, how we are 
saints today and what it means to be blessed with the Holy Spirit.

Parish Religious Program 

● Priest Visit- On Thursday Fr Greg will be visiting the Year 6 classrooms to talk 
about Confirmation

● Parish Mass - On Thursday Year 3 will attend the 9:30am Parish Mass in St Joseph’s 
Church

Have a peaceful week,
Brooke Church

Religious Education Coordinator

Choir Workshop 

Our talented senior choir will be heading to James Sheahan next week for a Choir 
Workshop. During this workshop the students will be working with some of the senior 

students from James Sheahan as well as the music teachers and tutors finalising a 
performance piece they have been working on here at school with Mrs Allan. 

Enjoy this amazing experience!



Year 6 Canberra Excursion 

Year 6 had a fabulous time away in Canberra, here are a few quotes 
from the children and some photos from the couple of days.  

I really enjoyed Parliament 
House. I liked Parliament House 
because we were able to go 

into the House of 
Representatives and 

the Senate. 
 Ainsley Hogarth 6Y

I enjoyed the National Capital 
Exhibition. This allowed me to 
see all the possible designs of 
Canberra before it was built. I 
also liked learning about the 
preferential voting system 

used in Australia. 
 Romey Westgeest 6B



I enjoyed the war Memorial, 
we were able to visit the 
tomb of the unknown 

soldier and see the eternal 
flame.  

April Gardiner 6Y

I liked the War Memorial and Parliament 
House. Parliament House allowed me to learn 
about how laws are made in Australia. The 
War Memorial allowed us to see the tomb 

of the unknown soldier, this is a 
representation of all those who have 

fought but not known.. 
Matilda Spicer 6B

I enjoyed the war memorial 
and learning about the 

ANZACS in WW1. I really 
enjoyed looking at all the 

names on the memorial wall 
which was sad to 

see so many names. 
Abel Tom 6M



I really enjoyed questacon. I enjoyed 
the plasma globe because it shocked 

you with the energy in the globe.  
Darcey Biddle 6Y

I enjoyed seeing the fighter jets and 
the motor of a crashed fighter jet. It 
was really interesting to see. I really 
enjoyed learning about the unnamed 

soldier. 
Canberra was great!

Zander Hainsworth 6M

Thank you to the amazing Year 6 
Teachers and the marvellous 

Mrs Garnon for your time, care 
and offering our Year 6 students 

this wonderful experience!    



Dates for your Diary

Term 2

Thursday 23rd June - Year 6 Retreat

Thursday 30th June - Sheahan Showcase 6pm to 7pm for Choir & Band

Friday 1st July - Last Day of Term 2

Term 3

Monday 18th July  - Term 3 commences

Thursday 21st to 28th July - Catherine McAuley Book Fair

Wednesday 27th July - Year 5&6 at the Orange Function Centre with Fr 
Rob Galea

Friday 29th July - Year 4 Grade Retreat - Kenna Hall

Friday 12th August  - Catherine McAuley Trivia Night

Uniform Labelling 

Can we ask Parents to take the 
time to label your children’s uniform 

over the school holidays. 

 If we laid out all the items we have 
without names we almost have 
enough to cover a tennis court.

Your child is able to visit lost 
property before school to search 

for any missing items.



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 8 Term 2

Ollie Tedeschi Robbie Nelson Edie Fliedner

Abbey Bailey Reign Cook Cody Ford

Jimmy Shortis Selina Abel Kai Purvis 

Jack Nugent Alex Thomas Marlee Goodwin

Isabelle Tilston Aidan O’Donnell Amelie Gormly

Charlotte Downey Henry Robinson Edward McEvoy

Fletcher Grevink Cooper Schuberth Alby McRae

Shima Siki Pollyanna Bailey Jaxon Murphy 

Thomas Dellow Annabelle Groves Jackson Bayliss

Amelia Weston Logan Omrod Angus Ford

Finley Brooking Johan Anil Brock Ralston 

Haixian Wu Lachlan Church Lamara Huggins

Leah Turner Eleanor Crump Nicholas Curran

Charlotte Townsend May Kennedy Oscar Logan 

Molly Wolf Isabella Agresta Meeka Jaye-Clark

Lewis Vaughan Ava Sutton Ally Roberts

Ethan Turner Brooke Vaughan Zara Purvis

Ruby Hilder Callum Harvey Matthew Crump

Thomas Wythes Matilda Spicer James Weston

Marshall Smith 


