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Sadness lessens the value of 
works performed in God’s name, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.

Catherine McAuley

 

After being postponed in recent years because of COVID 
restrictions I am pleased to welcome back the School 
Trivia Night this Friday night, which will be a wonderful 
gathering of teachers and parents especially. 

I do need to indicate that it is very rare for school trivia 
night to be run entirely by school staff and is a great 
indication of the spirit that exists among the McAuley 
staff.  

Most of the staff not involved in the organising have 
organised a variety of staff participating tables, a brave 
move which will prove or disprove the intelligence of your 
child's teacher! As mentioned before all funds on the night 
will be donated to the Children's Ward at the Orange Base 
Hospital.

Michael Croke



Our focus this week is:

During this year we have employed a lot of casual Teachers and 
Teacher’s Assistants to help maintain the smooth running of the school 
and the continuous flow of the curriculum in classrooms.  With the 
number of people our students encounter within a week, it is 
sometimes easy for students to become complacent with the way we 
treat these people who are not regular members of Staff. This week we 
are reviewing what is expected of students in classrooms and on the 
playground, regardless of who the teacher or Staff member is.  It is an 
expectation of every member of our McAuley Family that we will show 
kindness and respect to everyone, regardless of their position.

We are Respectful to All Members of the McAuley Family.

Important points for students:

● We show Respect to every member of the 

McAuley Family

● Respect means treating everyone the way you 

want to be 

treated.

● Show Respect for all teachers and other Staff, 

even if they are not your usual teachers.

● Be grateful we have people available who can 

take classes when our usual teacher is away.

● Treat all people with kindness.



McAuley News 
Lunchtime Clubs: Our Lunchtime Clubs are up and running! The Games Room is now also 

operating at Recess as well as Lunchtime.  Students are having a lovely time using this facility, and 

it is great to see children of all ages mixing together to play games.   Our Tech Club is also up and 

running!  Mrs Cain has borrowed some very clever robotics from the CEBD and will be using the 

‘brains-trust’ of the Tech club to work out how best to operate these devices.  The Chess Club is 

‘on fire’!  They are currently participating in a two-day local schools’ competition at the Christian 

School and having a wonderful time, as well as winning a great deal of their games! The school 

Library is also available for the second half of lunch on a Wednesday and Friday for those who 

like to have some quiet reading time, and Mini Vinnies is gathering on a Friday with Mrs Garnon 

to continue their great work!  It is wonderful to see so many teachers eager to offer their time to 

support our students to have so many options for their free time.

Parents Back in the School Grounds:  It has been so lovely having our Grade Morning Teas 

over the past few weeks!  It is great to have our parents back and able to spend time in the 

school.  Also, our Air Purifiers have arrived, meaning that we are able to have small groups of 

parents coming to our Assemblies as well!  Next Tuesday, 16th August, we will be inviting our 

Year 3 parents to bring their morning tea along and join Year 3 at 11am, then staying until 12 

noon and visiting the classrooms.  Year 3M will be having their Assembly this Friday, 12th 

August, but at an earlier time of 12.45pm as during the afternoon we will be busy getting the 

Hall ready for the Trivia Night! I hope you have booked your table as these are almost gone! 

Parents of Year 3M are welcome to join us for their Assembly.

Book Week Celebrations:    Book Week will be coming up very soon! Celebrations start next 

week, but the main fun will be the following week, starting Monday 22nd August.   Mrs Garnon 

has organised several fun things throughout the week, including a Dress Up Day on Wednesday 

24th August.  Now is the time to start thinking about which book character children (and Staff!) 

will be dressing up as.  We are all looking forward to this fun week!

Diocesan Athletics’ Carnival:  We are very excited about the huge number of our students who 

have qualified for the Diocesan Athletics’ Carnival, which will be held on Friday 19th August in 

Dubbo.  Mrs Carpenter and Miss Campbell are very busy organising the details for this carnival, 

and notes will be sent out very soon to all students who qualified for the Carnival. Thank you so 

much to all the Staff and parents who took their children to Cowra and helped with the 

organisation of the Southern Region Carnival.  We did so well at that Carnival, and we look 

forward to another great day in Dubbo!



Winter Sports:  Our Year 3 & 4 and Year 5 & 6 “Winter Sports” program is now in full swing, with 

students attending different venues throughout Orange for two consecutive weeks of sports 

skills. Students are having a wonderful time engaging with these different sports!  In Term 3, as 

the weather is usually not very kind for outdoor activities, our students in Year 3-6 attend 

different sporting venues on their Sports Day, and engage with different games and different 

skills.  These activities include gymnastics, boxing, ten pin bowling, dance and fitness.  The cost of 

these activities has already been covered in School fees.

Please Don’t forget to wear your coat!!:  As these days are really cold, please remember to 

send a coat to school with you child.  Make sure that it is labelled with their name, so that if lost 

we can return it. 

Wishing you all a great week,    

Robyn Petty

Dates for your Diary

Term 3

Thursday 11th August - Year 2 Parish Mass 9.30am

Friday 12th August  - 3M Assembly

Friday 12th August  - Catherine McAuley Trivia Night

Tuesday 16th August - Year 3 Parents Morning Tea @ 11am

Thursday 18th August - Year 1 Parish Mass 9.30am

Friday 19th August - Dio Athletics in Dubbo

Monday 22nd August - Year 2 Storytime Incursion 

Tuesday 23rd August - Year 2 Parents Morning Tea at 11am

Wednesday 24th August - Book Week Dress Up Day

Thursday 25th August - Kinder Parish Mass

Friday 26th August  - 1B Assembly



From the Religious Education Coordinator 

Prayer  - St Mary of the Cross - Mary Mackillop 
(Feast Day 8th August)

On the 8th August we celebrated the feast day of St Mary of the Cross, Mary Mackillop. St 
Mary is significant to Australians as she is our first saint. She founded the Sisters of St 
Joseph and brought Catholic education to many poor and disadvantaged rural children. 

During her life St Mary Mackillop lived through many difficulties however she always had 
faith and trust in God. She said, “Have courage, trust in God, St Joseph and our Blessed 

Mother, and you need have no fear.” 
How can we take inspiration from Mary Mackillop and trust in God?

Mary MacKillop Prayer

Ever generous God,
You inspired Saint Mary MacKillop

To live her life faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and constant in
bringing hope and encouragement

to those who were disheartened, lonely or needy.
With confidence in your generous providence and through the

intercession of Saint Mary MacKillop
We ask that you grant our prayers.

We ask that our faith and hope be fired afresh by the Holy Spirit so
that we too, like Mary MacKillop, may live with courage, 

trust and openness.
Ever generous God hear our prayer.

We ask this through Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Mary MacKillop
Amen



Events

Christmas Art Exhibition
On Monday Year 5 and Year 6 gathered for a special assembly to recognise our Christmas 
Art Exhibition Team. These students worked to create artworks based on Christmas 
Scripture passages. We also awarded five winners from Year 5 and Year 6 whose artworks 
will be sent to Bathurst for the Diocesan Competition. Congratulations to the following 
students:

Year 5
Grace Kimber
Vittorio Manca
Ben Delaney
Zara Purvis
Lola Short

 

The Assumption of Mary
On Monday 15th August we will celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. Students will 
participate in a Grade Liturgy and reflection activity. The Assumption is the celebration 
of when Mary was taken up to Heaven body and soul at the end of her life.

Parish Religious Program 

● Parish Mass - On Thursday Year 2 will attend Parish Mass at 9:30am in St Joseph’s 
Church. Families are invited to come and pray with their children at Mass.

● Reconciliation - On Thursday Year 3B will attend Reconciliation.

Have a peaceful week,
Brooke Church

Religious Education Coordinator

Year 6
Aimee Neich
Max Zocco
Lily Kelly
Ruby Hilder
Cjay Fogarty



Year 4 Mary Retreat
Year 4 participated in their Mary retreat day on Wednesday 3rd August 
in Kenna hall.

It was a special, prayerful time to share with their peers in learning 
more about Mary as God's faithful disciple.

The students studied scripture references to Mary, were involved in 
group discussions as to what sort of a person Mary was, enjoyed 
learning songs about Mary and joined in on some fun games, craft and 
activities on the day.

We were lucky enough to have the assistance of Glenn Corben, the 
Education Officer for Religious Education & Faith Formation from the 
CEDB Bathurst and Tanaya Mercieca, a youth leader from Bathurst, 
assist myself, Mrs Carpenter and Mrs Brown in the running of the day.

The students have each received rosary beads at school which they will 
use when learning more about the Rosary in their Religion lessons. They 
then will be able to take them home.

I congratulate Year 4 on their excellent participation and behaviour on 
the day.

Mrs Anne Mulligan
REC



Orange Schools Chess Competition   
Catherine McAuley entered 4 chess teams (championship, intermediate, senior & junior 

rookies team)  in the Orange zone chess competition. They competed against Orange and 
surrounding primary schools , both public and private, at Orange Christian school over two 

days on Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th August. 
They were a credit to their school as well as to themselves in the way they interacted with the 
other students and in their fine sportsmanship. I’m sure they’ll be queuing up to join a team 

for next year!  
Championship Team - Albert Robinson, Vaughn Bieniek, Harry Grinter & Charles Hood

Intermediate Team - Ashton DeGabriel, Jude Marriage, Bobby Russell & Ben Delaney
Senior Rookies- Patrick Cain, Cooper Eatell, Frankie Downey & Josef Scott-Robinson

Junior Rookies - Calum Davis, Josh, McLean, Hunter Dillon & Michael Rawsthorne
Well done to all involved, our Junior Rookies came 2nd by half a point.
A special mention to Bobby Russell for winning every match he played 

and Michael Rawsthorne for not losing a match.
Anne Mulligan



MERIT AWARDS - Wk 3 Term 3

Sacha Beath Eleanor Sillett Barnaby Boucher

Lottie Baird Cody Ford Annie Dellow

Hunter Bartimote Darcy Saul Selina Abel

Chloe Hamilton Tully Hainsworth Phoebe Robertson

Claire Kennedy Omera Rahuman Nick Palmer

Zoe Mortimer Olly Piper Grace Diduszko

Oscar Nunn Charlotte Shepherd Alfie Griffiths

Owen Bennett Layla Gardiner Jaxon Murphy

Jaxon Power Thomas Dellow Harry Logan

Oscar Gardner Charlie Baker Alan Thomas

Samantha Halpin Isaac Mullins Oliver Darling

Jett Garvey George McEvoy Angela Gormly

Max Bennett Maggie Lawson Tyler Ostini

Maddison Johnson Aliza Cook Hudson Diduszko

Indy Murray Lacey Wasil Isabel O’Brien

Lewis Vaughan Grace Kimber Hannah Cantrill

Ruby Kingham Ryan Neich Zara Purvis

Henry Seale Jessica Adamson Emilie Turner

Lachlan Gander Ruby Hilder Jaxson West

Saly Qaqos Fergus Johnson Paddy May

Azalyah Rolton Austin Brooking Hans Pangilian


